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Meet Holden’s new VS super coupe... 
but will it be Corvette or Camaro? 
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stunning, smart capable and fun. It*s everything you could imagine. That's why MazdaS drivers fail in love for life. 
If you already have one, come meet the new one. If it's your first - It won't be your last. For a better look and to 
find out more visit Ma2da3.tom.au 
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Editor’s letter 

GLENN BUTLER 



IS IT WRONG TO SALIVATE OVER AUSTRALIANS IMPORTED MUSGLE GOUPE FUTURE 
WHEN IT^S THE VERY SAD DEMISE OF OUR HOMEGROWN HEROES THAT GLEARS THE 
LAST HURDLE TO THEIR RAMPAGING INVASION? 


I’ll be sad when the lights go out on the 
production lines at Elizabeth and Broadmeadows, 
both for the brilliant rear-drive cars they built 
and the thousands of Australian jobs lost. We’re 
unlikely to see their kind again, our Ford Falcon 
and Holden Commodore. 

But life goes on. We’re not going to be short 
of affordable rear-drive V8 weaponry after 2017. 
Last month Wheels broke the news that Chrysler 
has all but stamped the Dodge Challenger coupe’s 
passport for an extended stay Down Under 
(wearing a Charger badge). 

Ford Mustang’s arrival is imminent, in coupe and 
convertible forms, with turbo four and V8 engines. 
Ponch’s enthusiasm after our first drive Stateside 
a few months back has me itching for my first 
Australian taste later this year. 

And now we’ve learned that Holden is crunching 
the numbers on its own American muscle coupe. 
But which one? Corvette or Camaro? As you’ll read 


$36,790 is lineball with Subaru BRZ and Toyota 86 
GTS. Which one would you choose? Lightweight 
brains or muscle car brawn? 

The case for Corvette is far simpler, and far 
more expensive. Currency rates put the Corvette’s 
$US55K starting price at $72,000 before RHD 
conversion, shipping and various other costs 
associated with launching a new model in a 
foreign land (homologation, spare parts inventory, 
staff training and so much more). With a much 
lower volume potential, the add-on cost per unit 
skyrockets. And headline-hungry websites will 
regurgitate superficial stories about how Aussies 
are again getting ripped off. 

Look at it another way. You’ll need to spend 
$245K on the Carrera S to get close to the Vette’s 
four-second performance. The Mercedes-AMG 
C63 Coupe is much cheaper at $160K, the BMW 
M4 is $167K, but both are high-po executions of 
more common premium coupes. The Nissan GT-R 



Dodge on fire 

HISTORY suggests that 
evocative, emotive 
purchases like sports coupes 
sell like crazy in the first 
year or so and then, when 
demand from early adopters 
wanes, volume plummets 
dramatically Nobody 
told Dodge Challenger. Its 
US domestic sales have 
increased every year since 
2011 to a record high of 
51,611 in 2014. 


With its looks and dynamics, the Chevrolet 
Corvette has no natural rival in Oz 


from page 10, Corvette is the more likely, but don’t 
think for a minute that Camaro has been ruled 
out. It too could come to Oz if a profitable business 
case can be mounted. 

Which one makes the most sense for Holden 
post-2017? The answer comes down to goals. 
Volume model, or halo effect? 

Or... can Holden have both? 

If volume is the goal, Camaro is the better 
choice. Especially if Holden looks beyond the 
V8 performance models to the 205kW turbo four 
and 250kW V6 variants. Bring ’em all, and price 
them with intent. A two-door will never recoup 
lost Commodore sedan, wagon and ute sales, but 
a 250kW Camaro V6 for the Commodore SV6’s 


is $172K, and would undoubtedly beat a Corvette 
in a straight line, but we both know which would 
be more engaging. Closest to Corvette in terms 
of uniqueness, brashness and performance is the 
Jaguar F-Type R at $226K. But all that Jaguar 
luxury means it’s easily 150kg heavier. 

My point is, none of those desirable machines 
line up succinctly against the Corvette. With its 
looks and dynamics, the Corvette has no natural 
rival. And, once Holden and HSV’s Commodore 
ranges disappear, even the Vette’s engine will be 
unique. And that’ll make it desirable, even with a 
$150K price tag. 

Then, for those of us whose budget can’t stretch 
that far, there’s the Camaro. 


Love the new 
carsnnell but 
not the new 
car price? 

Like it. Lease it 

If you lease it with LeasePlan, you get all the new car benefits 
without the hefty price tag. Use Wheels to choose the best car 
for you. Then find out how much money you can save by visiting 

leaseplan.com.au /wheels 
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Boosted with TITANIUM FST^, Castrol EDGE is our strongest and most advanced 
range of engine oils ever. Its TITANIUM FST'^ doubles its film strength, preventing 
oil film breakdown and reducing friction. This gives you the confidence to be in 
perfect sync with your car and push the boundaries of performance. That's why 
Castrol EDGE is recommended by Jaguar. 
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Camaro 
or Corvette? 

Holden’s post-Commodore V8 dilemma 
deepens as the 2018 deadline approaches 



LEFT: GM CLAIMS 2016 CHEVROLET 
CAMARO IS 91KG LIGHTER THAN 
THE MODEL IT REPLACES. ENGINES 
INCLUDE TURBO-FOUR, V6 AND 6.2L 
V8; 485KW CORVETTE Z06 SHOULD 
BE GOOD FOR 0-100KM/H IN 3.2SEC 
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Money down on Mustang 


MORE than 2000 Australians have paid deposits 
for a new Mustang, which arrives in December. 
Clear favourite of the line-up is the 5.0-litre V8 
GT model, accounting for 88 percent of orders. 
But Ford expects the four-cylinder model to 
hit back. "Just like in America, we are seeing 


great early demand for the V8 GT," Ford Oz 
boss Graeme Whickman said. "But we think 
the EcoBoost model will be a bigger seller 
longer term and help sustain sales longer than 
most performance cars as people see its great 
combination of performance and fuel economy". 



IT’S the leanest and meanest 
Chevrolet Camaro ever conceived 
- and its Australian future hinges 
on building a global case for right- 
hand drive. 

While Holden has a Detroit 
commitment to get a “true Holden 
sports car” in our showrooms, at 
this stage it’s not the new 2016 
Chevrolet Camaro. 

The all-new sixth-generation 
model, built on GM’s new Alpha 
platform, was revealed at a unique 
launch event on May 16 at Belle 
Isle in Detroit. It’s smaller, lighter 
and more potent than ever, with 
a 339kW 6.2-litre V8 the headline 
act. Yet there’s no guarantee we’ll 
see it on Aussie roads. 

“Right-hand drive is not in the 
current program,” Holden director 


of communications Sean Poppitt 
told Wheels. “If that situation were 
to change you can be sure we’d 
take a very close look at it.” 

Despite broadening its appeal 
with a new 205kW four-cylinder 
turbo entry-level model, a 3.6-litre 
V6 and the V8, Wheels has learnt 
the prospect of a Camaro leaving 
Michigan with the steering wheel 
on the right is highly unlikely. 

Instead, the V8-powered Holden 


around $150K for the Corvette. 

Key to the debate, as with so 
many RHD programs, is cost. 
While the Camaro ’s platform has 
been engineered for right-hand 
drive and is also used by Cadillac, 
CM insiders have told Wheels 
there are still “tens of millions of 
dollars” of development work and 
tooling to have the coupe roll out 
in right-hook form. And that’s for 
a car that would likely sell only a 


Australia’s famous V8 culture. 

Ironically, it’s the imminent 
arrival of the Mustang and likely 
approval for the Dodge Challenger 
(a car set to revive the Charger 
name) that’s making life tough for 
Chevy’s finest four-seat muscle. 

The prospect of a Mustang 
priced from $44,990 - a figure 
already confirmed by Ford - and 
a Hellcat with a 527kW V8 hero 
means there’s not much clear air 


Holden has a Detroit commitment to 
get a “true Holden sports car” into 
Australian showrooms post-Commodore 



hero will come in the form of 
the updated Chevrolet Corvette, 
which would arrive in 2018 at the 
earliest. It’s hardly a replacement 
for the V8-powered Commodore, 
but the Corvette is a guaranteed 
he ad -turning crowd pleaser. 

Yet it’s the Camaro that 
would hold more sales gold 
■ for a brand that dominates 
i V8 interest. Pricing 

would likely be closer 
to $50,000 - right in 
V8 heartland - rather 
than somewhere 


few thousand units a year here. 

To make the program fly, 
Holden would have to canvass 
interest from other RHD markets 
to amortise the development and 
production costs. It’s the usual 
suspects: the United Kingdom, 
South Africa and Japan. 

That spells a long road ahead 
for the Camaro, which began 
in 1967 as GM’s response to the 
success of the 1964 Ford Mustang. 
The Mustang pioneered the 
pony car category in the US and 
prompted the development of 


for a third player. It’s a problem 
Holden hasn’t had for years; 

Ford’s V8 offerings have been 
limited, while the Chrysler 300 
hasn’t enjoyed the home ground 
advantage of the local heroes. 

A potential lifeline for the 
Camaro is Holden Special Vehicles. 
With an interest in expanding 
its portfolio in response to the 
2017 shutdown of Australian 
Commodore production, the 
company is looking to maintain 
and grow its 120-strong 
engineering presence. 



Ausimi 

PROSPECIS 


OPTION] 

GM tools the 
Camaro for RHD at 
its Michigan factory 


CHANCES 

Close to zero; 
Holden has other 
challenges and 
GM does not have 
the desire 


OPTION 2 OPTION 3 


Walkinshaw Group 
(responsible for 
HSV) engineers a 
factory- approved 
RHD conversion 


CHANCES 

Good, if the factory 
is supportive and 
the numbers add up 


Local specialists 
produce and 
sell low-volume 
conversions 


CHANCES 

Guaranteed, if 
options 1 and 2 
fall over 





Audi confirms Q8 

THE Audi 08, a sportier, swoopier version 
of the 07 land-ship, has been confirmed for 
production. The 08 (artist's impression left) will 
launch globally in 2019, with drivetrains that 
will almost certainly include electrification as 
Audi ramps up its e-tron sub-brand. At a recent 


shareholder meeting in Ingolstadt, Audi also 
confirmed that the 06 (a sportier version of the 
05) will arrive in 2018. Before then we'll see its 
smallest SUV, the 01, in 2016 and new Audi A4 
before the end of this year to tackle the much 
fresher Mercedes C-Class and BMW 3 Series. 
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HSV’s parent company, 
Walkinshaw Automotive Group, 
has experience in right-hook 
conversions, with Dodge Ram 
trucks soon to emerge from its 
Clayton factory. 

However, the cost of converting 
a Camaro - around $15,000 - 
would rule -out garden-variety 
versions against full factory Ford 
pony car equivalents, so HSV 
would likely aim for the fastest, 
meanest models - the ZLl or Z/28 
- where price is less important. 

Those cars would slide in 
comfortably below $100,000, 
where HSV already has plenty of 
experience selling its 430kW VF 
GTS flagship with its $94,490 ask. 

If those top-end Camaros were 
converted locally, it would kick- 
start a muscle car war not seen 
here since the glory days of the 
1970s: Ford v Holden v Chrysler. 

TOBY HAGON 


WHATCAMAROIACES 
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FORD MUSTANG GT 

Sharp pricing and retro-inspired looks have seen the 
Mustang off to a flying sales start, even before it gets 
here in December. 2000 deposits have already been 
taken, including 20 from a local rental company. 


CHRYSLER 

CHALLENGER/CHARGER 

The Challenger is in Fiat Chrysler’s crosshairs, but 
likely to wear the iconic Charger badge. The 527kW 
Hellcat will be the most potent V8 sold here. 


Sign the Call for 
Camaro] 

Want to see the Camaro in 
Australia? It’s time to get vocal. 
Visit the Wheels Australia 
Facebook page and join our 



TOYOTA 86/SUBARU BRZ 

COTY-winning twins are smaller, lighter and cheaper 
than US muscle cars, but play in a similar space 
- affordable rear-drive performance - and can cost 
as much if their pace is wicked up to match. 



SIXTH-GENERATION CAMARO IS 
SMALLER AND NARROWER THAN 
THE PREVIOUS VE-COMMODORE 
BASED MODEL; FLAGSHIP'S 
6.2-LITRE V8 PACKS 339KW 


online petition to get GM’s 
pony car Down Under. 
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THE XR6 TURBO WILL STEP 
UP TO THE F6'S 310KW TUNE 
FOR A FAST FAREWELL 
AHEAD OF FALCON'S 
FINAL YEAR IN 
SHOWROOMS 


THE first Falcon S-XR6 
rocked up in 1992 and 
smoked its opposition. 

The swift EB Falcon made 
leikW from its 4.0-litre 
atmo six and dispatched 
O-lOOkm/h in 7.8sec, 
knocking off Holden’s 
5.0-litre V8 VP Commodore 
SS (7.9sec) and the pricier 
S-XR8 Falcon (8.1sec). 

The XR6 didn’t let up, 
either; it was quicker 
at every point over the 
standing quarter and 
beat the XR8’s 220km/h 
top speed with a Wheels- 
tested 223.8km/h. Unique 
Tickford suspension and 
slightly less torque gave it 
a more obedient rear than 
the XR8, too. 


Mazda MX-5 to be $15K cheaper 


THE new Mazda MX-5's price will begin at $31,990 for 
the 1.5-litre version due in August. That's a whopping 
$15K less than the outgoing hardtop-only model's 
$47,290, and just $2000 more than its Toyota 86 
rival. Mazda Australia denies this 30 percent price 
cut is in response to the Toyota 86 and Subaru 


BRZ, but acknowledges that buyers of the outgoing 
model may feel ripped off. "Some people [who paid 
almost $50,000 for the third-gen MX-5] will be 
disappointed," Mazda's Karla Leach told Wheels, 
"but it's acknowledging our need to get back to the 
MX-5's core values of light-weight, low-cost fun." 


XR6 Turbo to 


get FPV boost 


Fastest-ever Falcon turbo could be scorching 
Australian roads before the end of the year 


FORD is working on the hottest 
Falcon XR6 TTirbo ever, using the 
hardware from its now defunct 
FPV F6, and it could be here by 
the end of this year. 

In a move not dissimilar to 
the XR8’s revival last year using 
excess FPV GT parts, the next - 
and last - XR6 TUrbo will get 
FPV F6 drivetrain and suspension 
components, raising outputs from 
the current XR6T’s 270kW/533Nm 
to a thumping 310kW/565Nm. 

If the XR6T’s current kerb 
weight of 1728kg doesn’t balloon 
too close to the last F6 Typhoon’s 
1805kg, it should easily hit 
lOOkm/h in less than five seconds. 


And, if our sources are on 
the money, a price tag of under 
$50K for the hot sedan will make 
this final fast Falcon a mighty 
performance bargain. 

As usual. Ford Australia’s 
official response to our enquiries 
was a polite “we don’t comment 
on future product”. Unofficially, 
we’ve learned the XR6T could 
land in late 2015 to spoil the 
much-anticipated arrival of 
Holden’s final Commodore - the 
VF Series II - which is expected to 
receive the 6.2-litre LS3 V8 in 
SS-badged variants. 

In addition to the more 
powerful engine, the XR6T will 


come with four-piston Brembo 
brakes, and firmer spring and 
damper rates courtesy of the 
XR8’s R Spec suspension. 

Ford’s decision to give the XR6T 
an FPV boost is a no-brainer 
given the success of the same 
strategy with reintroduction of 
the XR8. Consumer demand has 
forced Ford to more than double 
XR8 production since the FGX 
launched late last year - in stark 
contrast to the rest of the Falcon 
range, which continues to struggle 
to win buyers as Broadmeadows 
nears its 2016 end-date. 

DAMION SMY 

W@DamionSmy 
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Holden sells another HQ 

HOLDEN'S purpose-built headquarters at 
191-197 Salmon Street, Port Melbourne, has 
been sold for "more than $85 million" in the 
biggest Melbourne property deal of 2015. 

Altis Property Partners, the same group that 
purchased 251-261 Salmon Street - where the 


first 48/215 Holden rolled off the production 
line - from Holden in 2014, bought the site. 
Holden will continue to operate from the 
23,960m2site as a long-term tenant while 
downsizing its workforce ahead of the end of its 
Australian manufacturing operations in 2017. 




“We are [in] 
discussion with 
automakers [about] 
options we can take 
to speed up 
replacement.” 


Recall 


a 


Record tally hits 53 million cars as airbag 
maker finally admits there’s a problem 


JAPANESE airbag maker Takata, 
which supplies car makers 
including Toyota, Nissan, Fiat- 
Chrysler, Ford, General Motors, 
BMW and Mazda, finally admitted 
in late May its units indeed do 
have a fault and may be to blame 
for up to seven deaths and more 
than 100 injuries. 

This has led to the biggest recall 
in automotive history, affecting 
53 million vehicles globally - and 
growing daily - including at least 
750,000 in Australia. 

There has been no repeat here 
of the spate of reports coming out 
of North America and elsewhere, 
including a death in Malaysia in 
late 2014, where shrapnel was 
projected from the Takata airbags 
on their deployment (see sidebar). 

The company’s admission 
on May 19 followed more than 
a decade of concerns about its 
airbags - and only after the US 
National Highway Transport Safety 
Administration (NHTSA) began 
issuing daily fines for a lack of 


co-operation in resolving the 
issue. The first reported death was 
in 2008 in a Honda, which issued a 
recall after investigations. 

Takata is accused of modifying 
its products the same year to 
brush aside any responsibility, 
while denying there was an issue. 

Some reports suggest Takata 
may have been aware of a 
potential problem as early as 
2004, and only mounting pressure 
from the NHTSA finally tipped it 
over. Japanese business culture of 
avoiding such humiliation appears 
to have also played a role in the 
long-term denial. 

How long will it take to fix more 
than 53 million airbags? Toyota 
estimates it will take into 2016, 
at least, to fix the five million of 
its models affected globally, and 
in many cases the parts simply 
aren’t available. 

That’s why, for some 
manufacturers affected with 
Australian-delivered vehicles, 
there is yet to be an official recall 


on recall.gov.au. In order to issue a 
recall in Australia, there needs to 
be enough parts available for it to 
proceed and be made official. 

Stateside, manufacturers can be 
forced to accelerate the remedy 
program if authorities deem it’s not 
being carried out quickly enough. 

DAMION SMY 
1i^@DamionSmy 


INCREDIBLE as it may seem, at 
the time of writing Takata does 
not fully understand the fault, 
and is still investigating. 

The company has been 
criticised for using ammonium 
nitrate as its propellant, 
which has been described 
as “unbelievably cheap” yet 
“highly volatile”, particularly in 
humid climates. 

This is the root of what’s 
known about the problem so 
far: in humid conditions, the 
properties of the gas change, 
producing an explosion of 
greater force than necessary. 

Corrosion of the airbag 
inflator canister has also 
occurred, producing metal 
fragments that - thanks to the 
larger explosion - are shot into 
the car’s cabin, with reportedly 
tragic consequences. 


^ mi J 
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BMW bets on Black 

THE BMW 3.0 CSL Hommage was the star of 
2015 Concorso d'Eleganza Villa d'Este, the wild- 
looking coupe a nod to the 1972 BMW 3.0 CSL 
while testing design cues for a potential model 
line to take on the stripped-out Mercedes-AMG 
Black Series. Its design elements are expected 


to first appear on the M4 GTS, set to appear at 
Pebble Beach in August. "Our Hommage cars 
not only demonstrate how proud we are of our 
heritage, but also how important the past can 
be in determining our future," BMW design boss 
Adrian van Hooydonk said. 






Fiat Chrysler accuses former ^ 
CEO of misusing $30 million 


IT READS like the plot of a 
Hollywood movie. In Elizabeth 
Hurley, it even has a movie star 
playing a cameo. 

The former boss of Fiat Chrysler 
Australia, Clyde Campbell 
(pictured, far right) lifted the 
company’s lagging sales on the 
back of celebrity sponsorships 
and one of the biggest marketing 
budgets in the country. 

Its brands - Fiat, Chrysler, Jeep 
and Alfa Romeo - were aligned 
with celebrities such as Hurky, 
Shane Warne, Gary Ablett Jr and 
Harry Kewell, who signed-on as 
brand ambassadors. Wheels does 
not suggest Warne, Hurley, 

Ablett or Kewell have done 
anything inappropriate. 

The plot twisted in May when 
it emerged that the company 
was suing Campbell and seeking 
to freeze assets including an 
extensive real estate portfolio, 
alleging its former managing 
director misappropriated and 
misused more than $30 million 
in company money to fund an 
extravagant lifestyle for his family 
and business associates. 

Fiat Chrysler claims corporate 
funds were used to pay for 
overseas flights, a $550,000 yacht, 
a private plane, a golf and spa 
holiday in New Zealand, luxury 
villas in Crown Casino, Victorian 
Racing Club memberships worth 
$244,800, and more than $380,000 
in gift vouchers. 


Court documents allege that 
Campbell once held a senior role 
at Motortrak and still “has, or 
appears to have, an interest in 
Motortrak and to have benefited 
personally from the Motortrak 
contract”, the writ says. 

Motortrak was paid more than 
$20 million by Fiat Chrysler and 
its dealers. Campbell is fighting 


the claims, and his solicitor Sam 
Bond said his client’s position 
was that “the allegations in the 
statement of claim are not only 
completely denied but considered 
scandalous”. 

WheelsMag.com.au will have 
all the developments. 

- MARK HAWTHORNE 

Mark Hawthorne is a senior editor at The Age 


$1.45 MILLION 

for 10-year lease on a 
Sydney site that Campbell 
later bought 

$5 MILU^^^ 

to Villa Gusto Epicurean 
Retreat for 240 days a year 
of exclusive use 


Fiat’s missing 
millions 


$20 MILLION 


to a web services company 
part-owned by Campbell 


$2 MILLION 


FREE CARS 

for Shane Warne, Liz Hurley, 
Gary Ablett Jr, and 
Harry Kewell 


But the central claim is that 
Campbell signed a deal to hire 
a business called Motortrak to 
provide “web services” for the 
company’s dealers at a rate of 
$690 a month each. Campbell 
had the contract value lifted to 
$4100 per month for each of 
the company 's network of now 
184 dealers, and extended the 
contract term by five years. 


a year for Harry Kewell 
to be a brand ambassador 
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Nosing forward 

EMISSIONS from Australia's passenger car and 
light commercial vehicle fleet fell 2.3 percent in 
2014 compared with the previous year, the latest 
National Transport Commission survey reveals. 
Average emissions last year fell to 188g/km, 
or slightly less than that of an entry-level Porsche 


911 Carrera. However, Australian-made cars held 
steady at 210g/km, the same figure they achieved 
in 2012, blowing the national average out by 
3g/km. BMW's 151g/km was the best of all the 
brands, while off-road specialist Jeep had the 
industry's worst with 222g/km. 


► JULY 2015 



British bulldogs 

Special Operations boss John Edwards 
reveals Jaguar and Land Rover’s plans 
to take on Germany’s power brokers 


\TAKING on the might of AMG, 
Audi RS and BMW M is no easy 
task. But John Edwards and 
his Jaguar Land Rover Special 
Operations division are hell-bent 
on doing exactly that. 

Future flagship Jaguars, 

Range Rovers and Land Rovers 
will carry SVR badges, starting 
with the Range Rover Sport SVR 
reviewed this month. Powered 
by the same 405kW/680Nm 
5.0-litre supercharged V8 as the 
Jaguar F-iype R sports car, the 
$218,500 SVR was - for a brief 



time - the fastest SUV around the 
Nurburgring. 

Edwards, a 25-year veteran of 
the British brands, explains how 
SVR will match the might of the 
German powerhauses. 


Want one? 
Get in quick! 
The SVR waiting 
list has already 
blown out to 
November 


1 6 ^ vvheelsmag.com.au 


Norway kills FM radio’s 

NORWAY is shaping up to be the first country 
to pull the plug on FM radio, marking the end 
of an era for the broadcast medium. Instead, 
from January 2017 Norwegian car owners will 
rely entirely on digital radio, the government 
has announced. According to Commercial Radio 


Star 

Australia, 21 brands in this country now sell 
vehicles equipped with digital radios, covering 
more than 153,000 road users nationally 
(although services are limited to major cities). 
FM radio launched in Australia in 1974, with 
digital radio following in 2007. 



What can we expect from SVR? some very clear competitors, the 

Our raison d'etre is to push the most obvious of which are AMG 

boundaries of Jaguar and Land and M. The size of the market is 

Rover products in terms of huge (but) they’re not waiting for 

luxury, all-terrain and sports us to come along and take some 

performance. of that market, so it’s not going to 

We will increasingly be be easy, 

applying the SVR sub -brand to 

our performance vehicles. We’ve How quickly can you grow the 
defined our DNA; it’s about SVR range? 

light weight, increased power. We call these cars halo products, 

improved aerodynamics, more Our five-year plan assumes that 

agile dynamics, steering, gearing, we deliver a halo product every 
unique styling - if you tick all year. This time next year we 

those boxes then you may get to might have two SVRs. 
wear the SVR badge. 

Is it just about product or will 

What sort of potential do you it take time to warm people 

see for the sub-brand? to the brand? 

There’s huge potential. For this It will take time. It is really 
part of our business there are important that our products have 


integrity, they’re not cosmetic. having one of those vehicles. 

We recruited, nine months ago. That’s the closest natural fit of 

a guy called Paul Newsome who any of our products. It doesn’t 

used to be chief technical officer mean that a Range Rover couldn’t 
at Williams FI. be a Jaguar crossover, but the 

Brand perception is important most obvious car to fit into that 
and it will take time. We need category is a Defender, 

to earn the right, but we’re up 

for that. How important is it to be faster 

and more powerful than AMG 
Will you create more extreme and M? 

off-roaders? They’re a benchmark. In that 

Yes. There are different ways you particular area of the market, 
can execute that. We sometimes they clearly set the agenda, so 
take inspiration from Camel we’ll always reference them. 

Trophy [off-road rally] and think 

about really hardcore expedition How will electrification play 
vehicles. There’s another way of a role? 

executing it, which is to think As a business, we’re looking at 

about the kind of rally raid, if electrification. In many ways 

you like, where speed is more electrification lends itself very 

important. We’re exploring both well to performance cars. (But it) 



of those dimensions. is well down the agenda. We’re 

You could imagine the next- not working on anything, 

generation Defender absolutely toby hagon 

“Our five-year plan [for SVR] 
assumes that we deliver a 
halo product every year.” 


CiviKwar 



JLR is taking on not just the Germans, 
but also British tuning houses that 
feed on the brand to create the more 
luxury-laden or monstered versions of 
its products. 

Land Rover design boss Gerry 
McGovern said the company would 
target niche tuning houses such as 
Overfinch and Twisted that reap profit 
from its products. 

“We need to get tougher with them,” 
McGovern told us at the Paris motor 
show late last year. 

“I find it frustrating that these 
companies set themselves up, take 
our vehicles, use 99.9 percent of our 


creative intellect for their own profit, 
and take our badge off and put their 
badge on it ... they’re taking advantage 
of our brand equity. 

“I have a real issue with some of the 
companies we see ... taking our cars. 

“In fairness to our customers, they 
buy these cars and give them to these 
people because we’re not necessarily 
giving them what they want. What they 
really want is something that’s a little 
different. We need to give them that.” 

DAMION SMY 


Redline 



Bull rages beyond the bitumen 


THREE years after Lamborghini teased the world 
with the Urus concept car, the Italian supercar 
maker has confirmed it will add an SUV to its 
range from 2018. CEO Stephan Winkelmann 
said the unnamed SUV, to be built at Sant'Agata 
alongside the Aventador and Huracan, will add 


3000 sales a year, more than doubling the 
factory's output. Little else has been revealed, 
but it's likely the new SUV will use the same 
platform as the 2016 Bentley Bentayga and 
next-gen Porsche Cayenne, both of which share 
underpinnings with the just launched Audi 07. 
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You torquin’ to me? 

FIRST he was the Raging Bull, now Robert De Niro 
will turn his talents to the Prancing Horse, playing 
Enzo Ferrari in a movie due out in 2016. The 
71-year-old Hollywood legend - widely regarded 
as the world's best actor - will tackle the challenge 
of playing II Commendatore from age 47 to 90. 


"It's an honour and a joy for me to tell the life of 
an extraordinary man who revolutionised the 
automotive world across different historical and 
social periods," De Niro said, adding Ferrari "has 
absolute priority over all my other projects". Fellow 
Oscar winner Clint Eastwood is tipped to direct. 



Horse trading 

You may not be able to afford a Ferrari, but soon 
you will be able to buy a share of the company 


FAMED Italian supercar builder 
Ferrari is expected to make its 
initial public offering (IPO) on the 
New York Stock Exchange before 
the end of 2015. 

The offer price will dictate how 
much the IPO will generate for its 
parent Fiat Chrysler, and whether 
you should buy the shares. And it 
depends on what kind of business 
the market thinks Ferrari is. 

So, what is Ferrari? 

Fans want to believe that it’s still 
primarily a sports car producer 
and an FI team. But is it? Until 
now, Ferrari only revealed headline 
revenue and profit figures, so 
outsiders had little insight into 
how much its road car, racing and 
merchandising activities make. A 
more detailed picture of Ferrari’s 
financials have come to light as 
part of the protracted IPO process. 


Fast year, Ferrari posted a record 
profit of $5 89m overall on revenue 
of $3.7 billion. Deliveries increased 
four percent to 7255 cars, yet, 
thanks to the high-priced FaFerrari, 
revenue increased by 18 percent. 

Since 2005, turnover and 
profitability have doubled. Over the 
same period, Ferrari has opened a 
global chain of Ferrari stores and 
even a theme park in Abu Dhabi, 
leading some to speculate that 
Ferrari-branded gear is now as 
important to its finances as cars. 

Sergio Marchionne, chairman of 
Ferrari and CEO of Fiat Chrysler, 
has stoked that speculation, telling 
analysts: “I actually think the cars 
are almost incidental to Ferrari. I 
know this sounds sacrilegious given 
what we produce, but it is truly a 
luxury brand.” 

Marchionne’s comments were 


intended to encourage investors 
to put a higher value on Ferrari, 
generating more cash for its debt- 
laden parent. Fuxury goods brands 
trade at higher earnings multiples 
than carmakers. 

The more pessimistic analysts 
value Ferrari at around $6b. 
Positioning it as a luxury goods 
maker, and assuming strong 
growth, Marchionne claims Ferrari 
could be worth as much as $13. 9b. 

In a series of reports, investment 
advisor Bernstein Research, led 
by renowned car industry analyst 
Max Warburton, has investigated 
Ferrari’s finances. Using more 
detailed accounts filed with Italian 
authorities, data from related 
fields including FI, and interviews 
with rivals and former employees, 
Bernstein X-rayed Ferrari’s business 
for the first time. 


The result is an estimate of 
the firm’s finances. It is also a 
compelling picture of how one of 
the world’s most successful and 
most opaque brands works. And it’s 
clear that whatever else Ferrari is, 
it’s a veritable money machine. 

Wheels’ Ben Oliver contributed 
to the report, and here presents its 
most interesting findings. 

Ferrari is still a carmaker 

THE report estimates that more 
than 80 percent of Ferrari’s 
revenues and 90 percent of its 
profits still come from road cars. 
Among premium carmakers, only 
Porsche is as consistently profitable 
as the Prancing Horse. 

No other car company has 
Ferrari’s combination of sky-high 
average price point (global average 
about $330,000) and volume, which 
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Vale Frank Matich 

FRANK Matich, who died on May 11 aged 80, 
could have been Australia's next Jack Brabham, 
but shunned international glory for a more 
regular life at home. A towering talent, Matich's 
career spanned 16 years and netted the 1972 
Australian Drivers Championship, 1969 Sports 


Car Championship, 1961 GT Championship, two 
Australian GPs and the New Zealand GP. Courted 
by several FI teams, including Lotus and McLaren, 
he was also a talented engineer, developing 
McLaren's first F5000 car before going on to 
build world-class racing cars of his own. 



has in recent years been capped at 
about 7000 per annum. 

Ferrari has driven its prices up 
without losing customers, and 
invented new ways for them to 
spend more money such as its 
bespoke service, and low- volume, 
high-priced special editions like the 
F60 America. 

Of the standard range, the 
458 has been Ferrari’s cash cow, 
contributing $1.2b in revenue, 
compared to the F12’s $450m 
and the California’s $350m. 

The California - Ferrari’s entry- 
level model - is considered a 
disappointment, having sold poorly 
and not attracted enough new 
buyers to the brand. 

Each 458 cost Ferrari just $86,000 
in materials, meaning it repaid its 


$400-500m development budget 
within a year. The new 488 GTB, 
based on the 458, is sure to be 
equally profitable. 

Ferrari breaks even on FI 

THE El division probably broke 
even last year, but is likely to have 
been loss-making most years. 

Revenue came from sponsors 
(around $300m) and from Eerrari’s 
share of El’s rights revenues 
($230m), and accounts for about 
14 percent of total revenue. 

A more aggressive, cost-focused, 
publically listed Eerrari will 
probably try to make its El 
operations consistently profitable. 
Without Eerrari, El would be 
a much duller contest, and 
it may use this influence to 


further increase its already 
disproportionate share of revenue. 

Merchandising is very 
profitable, but small 

THE income Eerrari generates from 
everything other than its road car 
and El operations only accounts 
for about four percent of total 
revenues, or $140m. 

These other activities are hugely 
profitable, with a margin of around 
50 percent, because Eerrari either 
simply licences its name (as for 
that theme park) or sells Eerrari- 
branded products from suppliers at 
high margins. 

But, although it is profitable, 
the merchandising business is 
thought to be struggling to grow. 
Eerrari stores have been closed. The 


audience for Eerrari-branded items 
may be limited. While the prancing 
horse looks evocative and exciting 
on the nose of a road or race car, 
on a baby suit it risks looking tacky 
and exploitative. 

Ferrari will break its self- 
imposed 7000-car limit 

SPEAKING to investors last year 
after controversially deposing the 
long-serving Luca di Montezemolo 
- initiator and firm defender of the 
7000-unit cap - Marchionne made 
his $13. 9b valuation estimation. He 
based this on sales of 10,000 cars 
generating profits of $1.5b, with a 
luxury-goods sector valuation of 
9 to 12 times profit. 

Eerrari has quietly nudged 
past its self-imposed cap in the 




Enzo Ferrari born 
in Modena. Forms 
Scuderia Ferrari 
racing team in 
1929, also in 
Modena. He didn’t 
like to travel 



1957 


1951 




First victory in the 
Le Mans 24 Hour, 
with a 166M driven 
by Luigi Chinetti, 
who later moved 
to New York and 
became Ferrari’s 
influential US agent 


Ferrari scores its 
first FI World 
Championship 
for Drivers, with 
Alberto Ascari, 
who repeats the 
feat again the 
following year 






Google on public roads 

TESTING of Google's own autonomous car has 
moved to public roads. The tech giant will have 
its vehicles running around the streets of Mount 
View, in Google's native California, albeit with 
'safety drivers' aboard. Limited to 40km/h, they 
will have removable steering wheels as well as 


brake and accelerator pedals to allow the 'driver' 
to take control if necessary. Google began 
testing a fleet of converted Lexus RX450h 
SUVs on public roads in 2012, days after the 
Californian senate passed a bill allowing testing 
of autonomous vehicles on its roads. 




University 
of Bologna 
awards Enzo an 
honorary degree 
in engineering; 
henceforth he 
prefers to be 
called Ingegnere 
Ferrari, dismissing 
the title 
Commendatore 


1963 


Enzo sells 
40 percent share 
to Fiat, with the 
option of a further 
49 percent on his 
death; secretly 
gives 10 percent 
to illegitimate son 
Piero (now company 
vice-chairman) 


1971 


Enzo dies, six 
months after 
celebrating his 
90th birthday. The 
last car created 
in his lifetime is 
the F40, one of the 
greatest Ferraris 
ever built 


s t 


1991 
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BMW: Volume not the goal 


MERCEDES-Benz and Audi are closing the gap 
on global premium sales leader BMW. But 
don't think that the Bavarians are worried. 
BMW board member Ian Robertson (pictured) 
told Wheels that it's not an issue for the 
carmaker. "We are still way ahead of the 


competition ... it's not all about volume, either. 
What the competition do, that's their business. 
But we are pleased with our position; we are 
number one on a global scale. The group 
continues to have three strong brands, and 
that's the way we want to keep it." 



BETWEEN Eerrari’s production car sales and its merchandising 
activities nestles two lucrative vehicle-related revenue streams. 

Eerrari Classiche was founded in 2006 to maintain the originality 
of classic Eerraris. Inspection, then restoration or remedial work, 
generates an invaluable certificate of conformity, rubber-stamped 
by a committee chaired by vice-president Piero Ferrari. Based in 
Enzo’s old foundry building, restoration works employ original 
blueprints and even the same tooling used in period. 

Then there are the commissioned one-offs and ultra-low volume 
models like the recent Pininfarina Sergio delivered to the SBH Royal 
Auto Gallery in the UAE, and Eric Clapton’s SP12 EC (below), a 458 
Italia-based homage to the 512 BB. The Sultan of Brunei was once a 
regular customer, his collection featuring convertible, wagon and 
sedan 456s, a 512 TR Spider and oddities like the Mythos and F90. 
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past without harming exclusivity. 
However, 10,000 will be Ferrari’s 
absolute upper limit for the next 
few years. A deal struck with the 
EPA in the US - Ferrari’s biggest 
market, accounting for 30 percent 
of sales - exempts it from meeting 
fuel economy and greenhouse gas 
regulations as long as sales remain 
below this level. 

Ferrari needs a new model 

THE global market for super-luxury 
cars is expected to grow 11 percent 
this year, but almost all the growth 
will be in saloons and SUVs. The 
market for two-seat sports cars is 
limited, especially in China. 

Other super-luxury makers have 
found huge growth in China, but 
it accounts for just eight percent 
of Ferrari’s sales (compared with 
Bentley’s 24 percent). 

An SUV has been considered 
and would have been hugely 
popular in China, but was rejected 
as too damaging to the brand. 
“Marchionne wanted to build 
a truck, but I talked him out of 
it,” di Montezemolo said at the 
press conference announcing his 
departure as chairman. 

Instead, there is likely to be a 
new entry-level, turbocharged, 
mid-engined V6 sports car that will 
share its platform with the car that 
replaces the 488 GTB. 

Growing pains 

ADDING those 3000 sales may not 
be easy as McLaren, Mercedes and 



other rivals expand their offerings 
in a limited market. 

Di Montezemolo, head of Ferrari 
for 23 years, was forced out in 
part for opposing the lifting of the 
7000-car cap. Under his leadership, 
Ferrari’s road cars had a strong run 
of form. He was a talismanic leader 
and will be impossible to replace. 

Ferrari CEO Amedeo Felisa, 
who actually ran the business 
for Luca, turns 69 this year and 
is due to retire soon, with no 
obvious replacement. Long-serving 
technical director Roberto Fedeli 
has already left for BMW. 

Insiders say di Montezemolo 
ran Ferrari as his personal 
fiefdom, with little regard for cost. 
Shareholders are likely to demand 
more discipline, but that may affect 
the appeal of the cars. 

The switch to turbocharging 
demanded by global emissions 
regulations may also affect its 
appeal; although Ferrari has 
produced great turbo cars in the 
past, it is more closely associated 
with screaming atmo engines 
than its rivals. The turbocharged 
California T won a muted reaction; 
the appeal of the turbocharged 488 
GTB will be critical. 

So should you buy 
Ferrari shares? 

DEPENDS how it’s valued. According 
to Max Warburton: “Ferrari looks 
like it should be valued at no 
more than $5. 7b. So $8b would be 
generous. $15b would be wild.” 


F355 launch sparks 
a 21-year run of 
form in road cars. 
Setting an agenda 
of demand always 
exceeding supply, 
di Montezemolo 
estimates market 
potential for 400 
F50s, so pegs 
production at 399 


1996 


Production returns 
to 4000 for the first 
time since the early 
1990s recession 
(sales had dropped 
to 2345 in 1993) 


At the Paris Motor 
Show, Marchionne 
disrespects 
Montezemolo 
during his last 
media conference. 

Check it out: 
WheelsMag.com. 

au/news/1410/ 
open-hostility- at- 
ferrari/ 





Rallycross launches in Oz 

AUSTRALIA has its own championship for 
rallycross, a fusion of circuit racing and rallying 
that was popular here in the 1970s. Organised 
by Rallycross Australia, which was created by 
former national rally champion Bob Watson, 
the series kicks off with events at Broadford, 


Victoria, on July 19 and October 25. Any 
vehicle that CAMS has approved for rallying is 
eligible, and it's hoped a six-event series will be 
held in 2016. The local championship follows 
the inauguration of an FIA-sanctioned world 
championship in 2014, won by Petter Solberg. 



Ferrari’s 
five-year plan 

Emotional engines are essential 




THERE may be nervous uncertainty about 
what Ferrari’s imminent transformation into 
a public company will mean for Italy’s iconic 
carmaker. But in Maranello’s engine room 
there’s no doubt about the course ahead. 

Amedeo Felisa is a 25-year Ferrari veteran 
with a solid engineering background who 
was appointed chief executive officer in 2008. 

He understands that emotional engines 
bursting with energy are an essential part 
of the appeal of Ferrari’s road cars. At the 
2015 Geneva motor show, where the 488 GTB 
with its downsized 3.9-litre turbocharged V8 
was officially unveiled, he discussed Ferrari’s 
drivetrain strategy for the next five years. 

Felisa made it clear Ferrari’s atmo 6.3-litre 
V12 will continue to evolve, growing in power 
as it does. Without the help of turbochargers. 
“What we do not want to do is move to turbo 
on the 12,” he said. “6.3 litres of displacement 
with turbo [would] mean, ah, better than 
Bugatti. But that does not make sense.” 

Instead, Ferrari will focus on the 
“technical efficiency” of its big engine, 
incrementally improving fuel consumption 
at the same time as increasing power to 
around 590kW. “Which is what we are trying 
to do,” Felisa added. 

“In what I can see until 2019, 2020, we 
are able to defend the 12-cylinder with the 
mix of the range,” he continued, alluding 
to the coming introduction of fleet- average 
emissions regulations for low-volume 
manufacturers like Ferrari. The increased 
efficiency of the new 3.9-litre turbo V8, used 
in both 488 GTB and the California T, can buy 
extra years for the V12, Felisa said. 

“If we are able to combine the emissions 
of the different models, then of course we 
can have in the range some extra-emitting 
engines,” he said. “But we protect with the 
lower one. And, again, [the] 12-cylinder for 
me is one of the best Ferrari engines. We 
have to defend that.” 


“I remember, I think [it] was 2007, or 
before 2007, we say the future will not ask 
for increasing power,” Felisa said. So Ferrari 
focused on emissions reduction. It didn’t play 
out the way he expected. In a good way... 

“What we have not forecasted at that 
time was the capacity of the engineers to go 
both directions,” he added. “The story now 
is exactly the same, because to reduce the 
emissions you have to increase the efficiency 
of the engine. If you increase the efficiency of 
the engine, you increase the power.” 

Despite La Ferrari having battery-boosted 
performance, Ferrari’s efficiency drive doesn’t 
mean more hybrid drivetrains are on the 
way. “The level of the technology of today is 
not satisfactory for our cars,” he said. “For 
the small car, yes, for the high-performance 
car, not.” 


Ferrari’s efficiency drive doesn’t 
mean more hybrid drivetrains 


Reducing the weight of La Ferrari to offset 
the effect of its 150kg of hybrid hardware 
added “thousands of euros of cost”, Felisa 
said. But such a solution doesn’t make sense 
for the company’s less costly models. 

Surprisingly, Felisa confirmed Ferrari is 
at least thinking about electric propulsion. 

He was asked if extreme sports cars had a 
future. “In my opinion, yes,” he replied. “And 
of course the sports car is connected to the 
sound. That’s the reason we don’t feel that 
the electric cars should be sports cars. They 
should be whatever, but not sports. But [it] is 
under discussion. And until now we are able 
to rule it out.” 

In his view, slow progress in energy 
storage is another reason Ferrari isn’t ready 
to go electric, or hybrid, any time soon. “Why 


the manufacturers of the battery are not 
entering something which is more clever than 
today, you can ask to someone else,” he said. 
“Because the technology is there, but they are 
not manufacturing that.” 

In contrast, Ferrari is a company devoted to 
progress. “If there is a technical solution that 
gives to you something better, why not go in 
that direction?” 

Which explains Ferrari’s embrace of 
turbocharging, at least for its V8. “I think the 
technology of the turbo now is good enough 
for our cars,” Felisa said. “No one in the 
market today is able to do the V8 turbo with 
the time of response we are having on ours. 

“Our customers are asking for that, because 
they like to continue to evolve.” 

JOHN CAREY 
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Newsonline 

wheelsmag.com.au for all the latest news, as it happens 



2016 Mercedes-Benz 
C-Class Coupe spy images 

Think that the C-Class Coupe is just a sedan with 
two doors? Our spy shots reveal it’s much more 
than a massaged sedan 
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Ian Macfarlane doesn’t drive an 
electric car, and says you won’t either _ 


The Aurion gets a facelift, but the 
biggest difference is under its new skin 
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Holden to get Apple 
CarPlay, Android Auto 


Some future Holdens will work with 
both smartphone giants, but not all 
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Blue Oval blues 

FORD Australia lost $191nn in 2014, largely 
due to redundancies ($167.2nn) ahead of 
its local factory closure in October 2016. It 
made more money in engineering for foreign 
markets than in local manufacturing, losing 
$3m less than in 2014, but that still means 


a $23m loss. In the first four months of this 
year, sales are down from 26,577 to 21,565, 
market share falling from 7.7 to 6.0 percent. 
"We're not trying to compete on lowest price, 
but move away from fleet into a sustainable 
business," a Ford spokesperson told Wheels. 



Ranger is 
chasing 
down Hilux 


TOP 20 


TOP 5 PICK-UPS 


TOTAL SALES 


NISSAN QASHQAI 

Sales of the staple Nissan SUV fell from 1250 in March 
to a paltry 587 in April. Nissan says a lack of supply from 
its UK factory meant it simply couldn’t meet customer 
demand, limiting the Qashqai’s sales volume as a result. 


Incoming 


JULY-AUGUST 2015 


Audi A1 update and Q3 facelift; BMW 1 Series 
facelift; Holden Insignia VXR; Honda Accord 
Hybrid; Infiniti Q70; Kia Sorento; Mini Cooper 

5 JCW; Mercedes-Benz CLA Shooting Brake; 
Mercedes-AMG GT S and G63 S; Skoda Fabia 

Ford Everest 

The handsome Everest is Ford’s answer to the 
Toyota Prado and Holden Colorado 7, based 
on the beefy ladder chassis of the Aussie- 
engineered Ranger. This five-seat SUV will be 
powered by revised versions of Ford’s 2.2-litre 
four-cylinder and 3.2-litre five-cylinder turbo- 
diesels that also serve the Ranger. Though Ford 
recognises the demand for petrol-powered 
alternatives, none are in the pipeline. Everest 
is expected to be priced from the low-$40,000 
mark, stretching to the mid-$60K mark for the 
highly specified Titanium 4WD. 

SEPTEMBER 2015 ONWARDS 

Audi RS3 Sportback and Q7; BMW 3 Series and 

6 Series facelifts; Gitroen DS5 facelift; Hyundai 
Tucson; Kia Proceed GT update; Lexus ES 
facelift; Mazda 2 sedan and MX-5; Peugeot 208 
update; Suzuki Vitara; Toyota Gorolla facelift 
and Prius V update; Volkswagen Passat, 

Gaddy and T6 Transporter/Multivan 

Mazda 2 sedan 

This is the Mazda 2 sedan’s second coming. 

First time around, the Thai-built 2-with-a-boot 
looked terrible and lasted less than 12 months. 
Now, Mazda Australia says there’s a genuine 
call from B-segment customers for a 
diminutive sedan, even if the numbers will pale 
in comparison with the hatch. The aim is to 
keep customers within the Mazda brand, with 
spec and engines expected to mirror that of 
the current range. That means 79kW (Neo) or 
81kW (Maxx and Genki) 1.5-litre fours and no 
premium over the hatch, which starts at $15K. 


64,679 

Passenger & SUV sales - April 2015 


PASSENGER CARS 


1 

Toyota Corolla 

2 

Mazda 3 

3 

Hyundai i30 

4 

Holden Commodore 

5 

Mazda CX-5 

6 

Volkswagen Golf 

7 

Toyota RAV4 

8 

Mazda CX-3 

=9 

Hyundai ix35 

=9 

Toyota Prado 

11 

Toyota Kluger 

12 

Nissan X-Trail 

13 

Toyota Camry 

14 

Holden Cruze 

15 

Jeep Grand Cherokee 

16 

Toyota Yaris 

17 

Subaru Forester 

18 

Mazda 2 

19 

Honda HR-V 

20 

Volkswagen Polo 


SALES 
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81,656 

A^l 2015 


Toyota 

15,299 

Honda 

2559 

Mazda 

8068 

Kia 

2309 

Hyundai 

7210 

Jeep 

2088 

Holden 

7072 

Audi 

1714 

Ford 

5163 

BMW 

1554 

Volkswagen 

4572 

Isuzu Ute 

1548 

Nissan 

4188 

Suzuki 

1385 

Mitsubishi 

4077 

Renault 

929 

Subaru 

3052 

Land Rover 

761 

Mercedes-Benz 

2654 

Lexus 

649 


► JULY 2015 


Marketplace 

It’s growing but the pace has slowed 

HIGHLIGHTS Australians bought more cars in April 2015 than in April 2014, but the 
record results from March this year weren’t repeated. Private purchases were up 
8.8% and government sales improved 1.7%, so it was hardly a grim result. Almost 
like a broken record, SUV sales were up by 4307 vehicles on April last year, almost 
the same number passenger car sales fell (4005). Two models soon to be refreshed, 
Toyota’s Corolla and Hilux, were the country’s top sellers. 

LOWLIGHTS The gloss may have worn off for the Mazda 3 - or has the new 
CX-3 (1398 sales) cannibalised its sales? Mazda suspected the small SUV might 
cannibalise 3 sales, yet the 3 still (barely) beat Hyundai’s i30. The Mazda 2 also 
fell, from 1357 in March to 926, sliding from 13th to 18th. Overall, Mazda’s 10.1% 
market share is up year-on-year from 10.0%, while Toyota’s has fallen 0.3% (to 
17.9%), Hyundai is down 0.2% (to 8.6%) and Ford has slipped by 1.7% (to 6.0%). 


VOLKSWAGEN POLO 

A facelift has worked for the 2010 Wheels COTY winner, 
829 sales in April earning a Top 20 spot and easily 
beating its 629 result in March. It also represents the 
hatch’s best month s nce DecetnEjer 2011 (926), 
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Timely 

Breaking news and the sharpest reviews 

delivered directly to your device 




More than just a website! 

Isn’t it time you 

Get your news at WlieelslVIag.com.au now. 
And take our iPad mag for a spin, free! 



Timeless 

Epic drives, expert opinion and 
riveting features from Australia’s best and fairest 



More than just a car magazine! 

experienced both? 

Visit magshop.coiiLau to get Wheels 
home-delivered every month for less 
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FADE TO GREY 

THE arguments of Tony Weber 
against grey importation in 
your last issue ran completely 
counter to my experiences. 

I’ve owned two grey imports 
in my time, brought in under 
the old rules. It gave me access 
to a quality of car that, at that 
time, I couldn’t otherwise 


afford. They were ‘special’ cars 
in my assessment and highly 
equipped. They were also the 
two most reliable cars I’ve 
owned, irrespective of the 
fact they were engineered for 
Japanese conditions and not 
those in Australia. 

I concede that there were 
sat-nav and infotainment 


inconveniences, but I worked 
around that, as does most of 
Asia, the Pacific and much 
of the former Soviet Union, 
who simply accept the grey 
automotive market as a way 
of life. The notion that we 
have a unique environment 
requiring unique specifications 
is overplayed, I’m afraid. 


Despite his protestations 
to the contrary, I see Mr 
Weber’s arguments as a mere 
continuation of an old, weak 
and scared mentality. Fortress 
Australia is done with. Let’s 
move on. 

No matter what, there’s no 
choice now anyway. 

Matthew Wong, Sydney, l\ISW 


MOW MONEY 

THE howls of Tony Weber are 
falling on deaf ears here, that’s 
for sure. Of course the Federal 
Chamber of Automotive 
Industries would hate to see 
their stronghold of imports 
undermined, but the reasons 
listed by Weber are laughable. 

We constantly get the rough 
end of the stick when it comes 
to vehicle pricing and options 
for our poor little colony. 

I’ve seen the work of 
so-called dealer technicians in 
the last four years from three 
major brands and now wouldn’t 
trust them with my lawnmower. 
I’m so sick of poor quality that 
I’m building my next dual-cab 
myself; twice as strong, with 
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three times the power for the 
same price. 

We are a country born on 
innovation and don’t have to 
settle for second-rate products 
and service. 

Lloyd P., Moulamein, l\ISW 

DEAD RINGERS 

I WRITE in shock at the 
federal government’s plan to 
relax laws on the importation 
of ‘grey market’ new and used 
cars to Australia. 

I’ve been a licensed used car 
dealer in New South Wales for 
the past 19 years and the state 
government and our motor 
traders association, the MTA, 
have worked tirelessly for the 
past 10 years to introduce a 





national write-off and stolen 
vehicle register, the PPSR. 

NSW has gone one step further 
and banned the re-registering 
of written-off vehicles in 
closing down this dark industry 
overnight despite heavy 
lobbying against it from our 
nation’s insurance companies. 

All written-off vehicles in 
NSW now have to go either 
into the recycling system 
or interstate. I believe the 
other states are not far from 
introducing similar laws. The 
consumer in NSW, and Australia 
in general, is better protected 
from shonky used car dealers 
than ever before. 

Now what does Mr Hockey, 
with his wisdom and experience 


“Wake up, 
Mr Hockey! 
Would you 
like your 
kids driving 
around in a 
badly repaired 
write-off?” 






Write & win 


Matthew Wong will be able to read up on all 
the cars he’d like to import thanks to a free 
12-month subscription to Wheels, the greatest 
car magazine in the world. 


with these matters, plan to do? 
Undo the whole lot. 

I know of New Zealand 
dealers who buy written-off 
Japanese vehicles, have them 
rebuilt in Japan and sent to 
Auckland as shiny ‘near-new’ 
cars. Our PPSR system has no 
way of detecting these vehicles 
and the clever use of body- 
filler and paint makes these 
repairs virtually invisible. 

I also know of a dealer who 
buys write-offs, has them 
repaired, then sent overseas 
for sale to the public. Will 
these cars be repaired to an 
Australian safety standard? 
Unlikely and dubious at best. 
This should be enough to raise 
doubts on this policy alone 
- and I haven’t even started on 
stolen cars and odo tampering! 

Wake up, Mr Hockey! Would 
you like your children driving 
along a freeway at 110 km/h in 
a written-off vehicle repaired 
in some backyard panel shop 
in Tokyo or London? Do you 
really want to give the Russian 
mafia another market to direct 
stolen cars to, from the UK? 
Haven’t you done enough 
damage to the Australian 
motor industry already? 




“Chrysler could launch with 
the brilliant ‘Hey Charger!' 
campaign from 1971” 


stability control and hill-start 
assist could cause a reduced 
rating! Those of us that can 
manage the complexities of a 
handbrake and know how to 
load and tow a trailer could 
well be misled significantly. 

I guess it might be up to the 
manufacturers to advertise on 
their suddenly ‘unsafe’ four- 
star cars why that rating exists, 
so that the people who don’t 
need SATs like rear seatbelt 
warning buzzers and electronic 
keys can make a realistically 
informed judgement. 

I agree, too, that the 
proliferation of SUVs 
definitely warrants an 
approach similar to the US. 

Brett Pember, Thirroul, NSW 

FULLY CHARGED 

IT WAS with great excitement 
that I read Chrysler is 
considering resurrecting 
the Charger name for the 
Australasian market. It 
would certainly be very clever 
marketing if a right-hand drive 
Challenger, Hellcat or not, was 
rebadged Down Under as a 
Chrysler Charger. 

The Charger remains one 


of Australia’s most significant 
and iconic cars, with a strong 
and unabated following in both 
Australia and New Zealand. 

So how about it, Chrysler? 
And while you’re at it, 
you could launch the new 
Charger with that brilliant 
“Hey Charger!” advertising 
campaign that took Australia 
by storm back in 1971. 

Gary Bridger, Auckland, NZ 

BAIT & SWITCH 

WELL said, Gary Russell 
(Inbox, Wheels June). To watch 
V8 Supercars live, it’s now 
necessary to buy a pay TV 
subscription. Yes, we all saw 
the big advertising campaign 
last year for motor racing on 
Channel 10: “Every qualifying, 
every race - live” was the 
promise. They just forgot 
to mention that to watch it 
you would need a Eox Sports 
subscription. Ealse? Maybe not. 
Misleading? You bet. 

V8 Supercars has given 
us all the middle finger for 
the almighty dollar. And 
it’s not as though there was 
no alternative. Channel 7 
has done an admirable job 


I sincerely hope that anyone 
employed in the motor industry 
sends this irresponsible 
government packing. 

James Follett, Goffs Harbour, NSW 


FAULT IN OUR STARS 

THANK you, Toby Hagon, for 
a most interesting AN CAP 
explanation (Wheels June). 

I consider myself an 
informed motoring consumer, 
but I was amazed to learn of 
the role that Safety Assist 
Technologies (SATs) can play in 
a rating. I always thought that a 
five-star car would have better 
crashworthiness (structure, 
crumple zones, etc), occupant 
protection (airbags, etc) and 
technologies (ESC, etc) than 
a four-star car, but now 
know that this might 
not necessarily be 
the case. I cannot 
believe that 
lack of trailer 
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broadcasting live coverage of all 
meetings over the last few years 

- even if the ads drove us nuts - 
but they were blown out of the 
water by the Fox/10 offer to V8 
Supercars. This is an amazing 
display of arrogance by the V8 
bosses and one which I’m sure 
they will live to regret. 

The V8 Supercar bosses should 
remember that out of sight is 
out of mind. 

Geoff Smith, Airlie Beach, Qld 

SL SOS 

I WAS disappointed to not 
find editor Butler’s long-term 
review on the Mercedes SL400 
in the May issue. As a chap who 
has just turned 70, I’m always 
interested in vehicles that I can 
alight from with some dignity 

- plus one does need to dream! 


So editor Butler, in order 
to appease this old dreamer 
and perhaps others out there, 
where is your review? 

Ian B. McKim, via email 

As you will no doubt have 
noticed, the SUs keys have 
been prised from my grasp. My 
report last month (June) was 
the final update. Perhaps you 
could plead this case to the 
Mercedes press department. 

I would willingly perform this 
vital public service for a few 
more months - Ed 

UTILITY RORT? 

HERE’S something bizarre. 
Some of the top-selling 
passenger vehicles in our 
wide brown land still have 
leaf springs, drum brakes and 


weigh over two tonnes. Yes, 
they’re SUVs and increasingly 
chosen as the family hauler, for 
which they’re ideal. For some 
brands, they are their best- 
selling passenger vehicles. 

What’s bizarre is that Wheels 
chooses to pretty much ignore 
them. It doesn’t even include 
these best-selling vehicles in 
the vehicle sales stats. 

The other bizarre aspect is 
why there is so little discussion 
on the distortion in the tax 
treatment of these SUVs. If 
one takes a novated lease on, 
say, a leather-clad VW Amarok, 
not only do all the expenses 
such as lease cost, fuel and 
maintenance come out of 
pre-taxed income, there is no 
Fringe Benefits Tax applicable! 

The result is that if you’re on 


“Some of the 
top-selling 
passenger 
vehicles in our 
wide brown 
land have leaf 
springs and 
drum brakes” 



The new rally-inspired Polo GTI. 

Made for the streets with rally performance at heart, the new Polo GTI shares the same bloodline as the reigning 
champion of the World Rally Championship, the Polo R WRC. Sporting a powerful 14IkW TSI engine, riding 
on 17” alloys and with signature honeycomb grille and iconic red accents, it’s every bit a GTI. Experience the 
exhilaration of Volkswagen performance and get behind the wheel of the new rally-inspired Polo GTI. 

Book a test drive today at volkswagen.com.au 




the second-highest tax bracket, 
this equates to the generous 
taxpayer subsidising your 
vehicle purchase to the tune of 
39 percent. With all this talk of 
the billowing budget deficit, 
how does this lurk still exist? 

No wonder Mercedes is 
looking to get into the ute 
business! Maybe then Wheels 
will show interest? 

Brian Wood, via email 

We featured drive stories on 
the BMW X5M, the Mitsubishi 
Triton, the Land Rover 
Discovery Sport and the 
Mitsubishi Outlander in the 
last issue as well as a news 
feature on HavaTs bid for 
SUV domination. The website 
features more, as does our 
sister title, 4X4 Australia - Ed 


FEELING FLAT 

AS AN older woman no longer 
in touch with the latest and 
greatest in motor vehicles, 

I need to use magazines such 
as yours to get an idea of 
what is available. I upgraded 
to a Mazda that comes with 
an idle-stop function that is 
common on new vehicles. 

I am now experiencing 
problems with the car as I do 
not drive it a lot and no one 
in any article - or any sales 
staff - mentioned that these 
systems require the car to be 
driven more frequently than 
previous models due to the 
power draw of the idle-stop 
system. No one told me that 
if the car is not used for a 
long time, the batter/ will 
need recharging. 



I question the viability of 
a ‘fuel saving’ measure that 
requires the car to be driven 
more, or put on a battery 
charger every six weeks. 

Perhaps when reviewing cars 
you could take into account 
that not every car buyer is a 
young, technically savvy 
person and we oldies need to 
know the limits that technology 
now applies to new cars. 

Kay Ross, via email 


As classic car owners know, 
seldom-used cars appreciate 
regular charging. We'd be 
surprised if the idle-stop 
function couldn't be turned off 


by the dealer. 




Dai Auto. 
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Lego hypercars $19.99 
lego.com/speedchampions 


WANT a hypercar garage for the price 
of a pizza? Lego has the answer. The 
Danish toy company, loved by kids and 
adults alike, has added model kits of the 
McLaren PI, Porsche 918 and LaFerrari to 
its wonderfully geeky collection for just 
$20 each. If our maths is right, that’s a 
saving of $4.8 million over the real cars, 
which are sold out anyway. 


’ tuff 



A RACING Sim tor hardcore gamers, by hardcore gamers. 
Project CARS started life as a crowd-funded project (the 
name stands for Community Assisted Racing Simulator). 
Think of it as a Gran Turismo for the people, complete with 
stunning graphics, exquisitely detailed cars and the largest 
track roster of any recent racing game. 


Project CARS $79.95 
projectcarsgame.com 





DAKAR is one of the world’s toughest races, testing 
the limits of endurance of competitors and machines. 

Boutique Swiss watchmaker Edox, the rally’s official 
timekeeper, has launched a timepiece celebrating the 
event, made from ultra-light titanium. It features an 
oversize start-stop button for the chronograph so that, 
even with gloves on, you can be bang on time. 


BRIDGESTONE has released the third 
generation of its flagship performance tyre, 
which promises to be stickier, grippier and 
even quieter than before. A new tread pattern 
and tweaked compounds are said to bring 
improvements in all conditions, increased 
tyre life and importantly, greater traction 
and drive out of corners. 


IE $40k watches inspired by 
$40m classics aren’t your thing, 

Danish watchmakers REG provide 
a more attainable car-inspired timepiece. 
Dubbed the Gooper Gollection (hence the 
1950s racing stripes), these watches are 
handmade using metal from recycled 
Minis and include corresponding VIN 
numbers stamped on the caseback. 


Edox Chronodakar Limited Edition 2015 $2400 
Lion Brands, (03) 9572 9820 


Bridgestone Potenza Adrenalin RE003 
bridgestone.com.au 


REG Cooper $500 


recwatches.com/cooper 
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FIAT CHRYSLER AUTOMOBILES BOSS SERGIO MARCHIONNE HAS MORE ON HIS 
MIND THAN GETTING BACK THE $30 MILLION ALLEGEDLY MISAPPROPRIATED 
BY FORMER AUSTRALIAN BOSS CLYDE CAMPBELL. HENCE THE EMAIL SENT TO 
GENERAL MOTORS CEO MARY BARRA COOLLY SUGGESTING THEY SHOULD MERGE. 


After the story appeared in The New York Times, 
Marchionne refused to confirm he’d reached out to 
Barra, lamely claiming he writes “lots of emails”. 

But Agnelli family scion John Elkann, whose 
family company Exor still effectively controls 
EGA, did. And that’s not all: “It was not the only 
email, it was not the only conversation,” Elkann 
told reporters. If anyone doubted the company 
founded in 1899 by his great-great-grandfather 
was in play, Elkann spelt it out: “Exor and my 
family... will not be an impediment to a good 
transaction for EGA.” 

To no one’s surprise, Mary Barra said thanks 
but no thanks. Even if a merger with EGA made 
sense for GM - which it doesn’t - plenty of people 
at GM still remember it was Marchionne who 
10 years ago strong-armed GM into handing over 
$US2 billion to avoid having to buy Eiat. 


In the United States the Ram pick-up does 
profitable business, but remains the perennial 
number three in the segment behind the Eord 
E-150 and Ghevy Silverado. Dodge’s Gharger 
and Ghallenger are based on a mid-90s platform 
handed down from Mercedes-Benz. Dodge and 
Ghrysler’s small and mid-size cars - Dart and 
200 - look great, but feel half-baked, with poorly 
calibrated transmissions, lacklustre engines and 
so-so suspensions. 

Marchionne is betting big on Maserati and 
Alfa, but the new Ghibli sells in tiny numbers 
compared with Mercedes-Benz, BMW, Audi or 
even Jaguar rivals. Indecision over strategy 
means the forthcoming 5 Series-size, rear-drive 
Alfa sedan that’s supposed to anchor the brand’s 
relaunch in the lucrative US market may now be 
too little, too late. 


To no one's surprise, Mary Barra said thanks 


but no thanks to a Fiat Chrysler merger 


Hellcat? Hell yeah 

ONLY a handful of production 
cars have 520kW-plus engines. 
Most of them - La Ferrari, 
McLaren PI, Porsche 918, 
Ferrari F12 - cost six or seven 
figures, but just $US61,000 
($A80,000) buys you Dodge’s 
527kW Challenger Hellcat. 

Not surprisingly, the 
Challenger Hellcat - and the 
four-door Charger Hellcat - 
are selling like hotcakes. 

US dealers have had to stop 
taking orders to let the factory 
catch up. 

But when you’re on a good 
thing. . . Yep, rumour has it 
that a Jeep Grand Cherokee 
Hellcat is coming. 


Marchionne’s 2009 marriage of Fiat and 
Ghrysler was a masterstroke. There was an 
inescapable logic to putting Fiat and Ghrysler 
together: Fiat was stronger in all the places 
Ghrysler was weakest - small cars and commercial 
vehicles, diesels, Europe and South America - 
while Ghrysler offered expertise in SUVs, 
large cars and minivans, pick-up trucks, and an 
extensive dealer base throughout North America. 

EGA made a lot of sense on paper. In reality, 
though, many of the vehicles it sells in key 
segments are uncompetitive, and others need 
significant investment in new platforms or 
powertrains. Bright spots are few: There’s Jeep, 
which sold a record one million vehicles globally 
last year, and Ferrari, one of the world’s most 
cleverly managed luxury brands. 

Fiat, once one of Europe’s most innovative 
small-car manufacturers, is now almost totally 
reliant on the cute (but not wonderful to drive) 

500 and variants such as the 500L and 500X. The 
Punto doesn’t even make the top 10 in Europe’s 
B-segment heartland. And EGA’s top-selling 
G-segment car in Europe is the Alfa Giulietta; it 
ranks at number 18, well behind Volkwagen’s 
all-conquering Golf. 



When dealing with GM in 
2005, Marchionne held a bunch 
of aces. In 2015, Fiat Ghrysler 
Automobiles is looking more 
like a house of cards. 





*// 
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WWW. I Amar ok. com. au 

the new 
Amarok Core 4x4. 




I Am j* 'I Am I Am 

the biggest rear diff lock off-road ABS 

tray in class 



I think, therefore I Amarok. 

Tough to its very core, introducing the Volkswagen Amarok Core 4x4. Built on a robust ladder chassis frame and 
distinguished hy high standards of German engineering — with 16’’ alloys, Pirelli ATR tyres and rear differential lock 
- it’s the Amarok you’ve heen waiting for. Packed with smart technology, clever and efficient hi-turho power, 
Bluetooth facility, multifunction trip computer and cruise control, the Amarok Core 4x4 combines the best and most 
solid aspects of a range that led this multi-award winning ute to the rank of Carsales’ 'Best Tradie Vehicle 2014’ and 
4x4 Australia magazine’s 'Best in Class’ ute. Available in both manual and 8-speed automatic, the new Core 4x4 is 
the ute for all forms of work and play. 

To find out more visit IAmarok.com.au or your nearest Volkswagen Commercial Vehicle dealer. 






After elbowing my way through the crowd, which 
is doused in a fog of cigarette smoke, I settle on the 
famous Le Roche hill. The crowd swells alarmingly 
during the six-hour wait for the race to begin, a 
never-ending sea of people flowing onto the steep 
hills around me. These are hardcore racing fans, 
armed with folding shovels to shape the soft earth, 
pillows in trash bags and modified deck chairs. 

Beers are shared, songs sung and hands offered 
as people climb the precarious slope. This, I tell 
myself, is what motorsport is about. Then the first 
support race starts and everyone goes mad. As if 
alerted by some unspoken signal, everyone stands 
and screams, which again is brilliant. 

What isn’t brilliant is the small Arabic man who, 
after arriving late, stands behind me and uses my 


photographer’s vest; a flimsy white tabard worth 
its weight in superyachts. Think of it as a master 
key for the entire track, meaning that if you wear 
the vest, there’s nowhere you can’t go. Which is 
why during qualifying I found myself standing in 
the famous tunnel, pressed so hard against the 
Armco it cut my legs. My head dangled over the 
track, stuck through a small hole in the protective 
wire, the cars so close I had to cling to the fence 
for fear of being blown backwards by their 
turbulent passing. 

That hour, camped in the dark as the cars flew 
by, their titanium skid plates kicking sparks into 
the air and the exposed hands of the drivers 
wrestling with their steering wheels, was the 
best motorsport experience of my life. Better 


Monaco is better than Bathurst, better than 


Le Mans at four in the morning 


back as a resting place for his knees. Then a camera 
lens so large it could photograph footprints on the 
moon lands on my shoulder and he starts taking 
photos with the enthusiasm of a machine gunner. 

To stop myself breaking what I’m sure is a very 
expensive camera, I leave, and after a short walk 
find myself at the harbour. Each yacht is bristling 
with humans, speckled on the decks like pins in a 
cushion, dressed in Chanel or Gucci and sipping 
Champagne or eating oysters. I’m convinced 
that the net worth of the boats would cure world 
poverty. It’s enough to make you sick. But of course 
it doesn’t, because Monaco is amazing. 

And the racing - well, the racing is the best I’ve 
ever seen. The day before, a media mate lent me his 


than Bathurst, better than Le Mans at four in the 
morning. I can only imagine how loud the o.ld 
V8s would have been in that amphitheatre, their 
engines screaming at 18,000rpm at close to 
270km/h. Probably like the world was ending. 

Even back on the hill, with a telescope on 
my shoulder and knees in my back, Monaco 
was unforgettable. The noise, the smells, the 
electric atmosphere all had me thinking, as 
I waited for my train to go home, which was 
40 minutes late, that I hope my first Monaco 
isn’t my last. 


Berth trauma 

RACING at Monaco was once 
described by Nelson Piquet as 
like “riding a bicycle around 
your living room”, but Max 
Verstappen’s misjudgment at 
St Devote during this year’s 
race showed how quickly 
things can go seriously wrong. 
It paled in comparison with 
Alberto Ascari’s off while 
leading in 1955, the Italian 
lucky not to drown when he 
miscued the chicane at the 
end of the tunnel and ended 
up in the harbour. 


Alexinwood 


GOES THE FULL MONTE 


MY FIRST TASTE OF THE MONACO GRAND PRIX IS OF A 12-YEAR-OLD GIRL, 
WEARING A BLACK SINGLET STAMPED WITH THE WORDS “I’M EASY, AND I’M 
WORTH IT” IN SILVER LETTERS. THIS IS FOLLOWED BY A PLUMP ENGLISHMAN 
WHO, AFTER LANDING HEAVILY ON THE PACKED TRAIN STATION PLATFORM, 
YELLS “CAN YOU FRENCH F-KS EVER MAKE A TRAIN RUN ON TIME?” 
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Akmal Scll0ll 

YOU HAVE TO LAUGH 


rVE NEVER BEEN A CAR PERSON. BY THAT, I DON^T MEAN IVE NEVER BEEN A 
PERSON WHO IS HALF CAR, HALF PERSON IN THAT TRANSFORMERS TRADITION, 
BUT RATHER iVE NEVER BEEN MUCH INTERESTED IN CARS. 


So why am I writing an article for a magazine 
that is entirely devoted to cars? The main reason 
I’ve agreed to write this article is that Wheels has 
generously paid me, which I intend to put towards 
my car registration due next month. 

My unwillingness to embrace the joy of cars 
was a constant disappointment to my family and 
most of my friends, who would get together and 
endlessly discuss things such as mag wheels, 
carburettors, tinted windows, extractors and, of 
course, 12-inch subwoofers. They might as well 
have been speaking in Arabic. Come to think of it, 
they were speaking in Arabic, which I understand 
but still had no idea what they were talking about. 

Despite my lack of interest in cars, every major 
landmark in my life has been marked by some 


My second car holds the most memories 
for me, and is the car with which I’m most 
emotionally connected. Even today I occasionally 
wonder how she’s doing or if she’s even still with 
us. Probably not. 

It was a magnificent Mazda 323 with six 
months of rego and a brand new spare tyre. It 
also had a great feature - the front passenger 
side had holes in the floor that gave a terrific 
view of the road beneath you. In retrospect, I 
should have used it for Japanese tourists: “Come 
and see the wonders of the Australian roads, 
from the comfort of a Mazda 323!” I would’ve 
made millions. 

The main reason I had an emotional 
connection with this car was because it’s where 


1 had an emotional connection to my Mazda 


because it's where I lost my virginity 


type of motor vehicle. These include buying 
my first car, my first sexual experience, getting 
arrested and meeting my wife. 

At the tender age of 18, armed with $400 earned 
fairly and lawfully, I visited Fair Dinkum Car Sales 
in the Sydney suburb of Guildford and impulsively 
bought my first car, a 1975 Ford Falcon. It had 
four weeks of rego and tyres that were Peter 
Garrett bald. As I drove out of the yard trailing an 
enormous cloud of smoke that resembled a war 
zone, I felt like a king and thought, “Never again 
will women be able to ignore me”. 

However, I learned that this newfound power 
came at a price. As I took my rightful place on the 
road, I noticed some of my fellow motorists looking 
at me with envious eyes, and a few yelled, “Get 
off the road, you f~king idiot”. Some people are 
threatened by a little competition. How sad. 


I lost my virginity. A girl named Lisa agreed to 
join me in the back seat. I was thrilled, although 
I couldn’t help thinking she was a gold-digger, 
after my brand new spare tyre. 

It was an amazing few minutes; dark, hot, 
sweaty and very passionate. Then I turned on the 
lights and Lisa was gone. I suspect that for the 
last few seconds I was probably making love to 
the back seat. 

The night was not a complete disaster, though. 
I found 40 cents. 


Have you heard 
the one about...? 

EGYPTIAN-bom Akmal 
Saleh moved to Australia 
with his family in 1975 as 
an 11-year-old. The Sydney- 
based comedian presents a 
hysterical look at modern-day 
life in Australia, never afraid 
to touch on topics as sensitive 
as religion and terrorism. To 
see Akmal perform live, go 
to www.akmal.com.au for 
tour information. 


CENSORED! 
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flows faster to all parts ofthe engine 
for the power man instinctively craves. 

SYNpower.com.au 
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V iTunes 

L 

Apple, the Apple logo, and iTunes are trademarks of 
Apple Inc., registered in the U.S. and other countries. 
iTunes is for legal or rightholder-authorized copying 
only. Don’t steal music. 


Bring your copy of 

to life 



Download the new uiewa augmented reality 
app to access seven exclusive videos for your 
phone or tablet - it’s fantastic and it’s free! 


DOWNLOAD 

the free 


uiewa app 

from the 
i^p^Stor^ 
Google play 


HULLI 

your phone or tablet 
over the page that j 
has the uiewa logo® 
and watch’ the pag^ 
come alive! 
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Audi R8 GTS LMS 

Want to know what Stahl 
looks like in a race suit? 


Mercedes C63 AMG 

Black day as we farewell 
a decorated atmo hero 


Caterham v F-iype v Cayman 

Front-engined, rear-drive, 
and three times the fun 


Porsche 911 GTS RS 

Raw, honed, visceral... 
and in our hands 


Jaguar XE 

Time to see if it has the 
claws to fight rivals 


w ^ 

vkwa 


□ Availoble on the 

AppStore 


iPhone is a trademark of Apple Inc., 
registered in the U.S. and other countries. 
App Store is a service mark of Apple Inc. 



Google* play 


uiewa is available 
on Android devices, 
versions 2 . 2 - 2.37 






Firstdrives 

THIS MONTH’S FRESH METAL 


PAGE 63 HEAD TO HEAD: VW GOLF WAGON ^ v SKODA OCTAVIA WAGON 

FORD 

FOCUS 



SKODA SUPERB | @ HOLDEN ASTRA ] @ RANGE ROVER SPORT SVR 


Focus takes the fight to the all-conquering Golf GTl 

Page 53 
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The 911 GTS RS is a 
car with a behind 
of eye-popping 
prominence. 
Massive rear 
tyres fill almost 
to bursting the broad curves of 
its 911 Turbo-derived haunches. 
Remove that impossible-to-ignore 
wing and you’re looking at the 
automotive equivalent of Kim 
Kardashian in tight jeans. But this 
is a cruel and unkind metaphor. 
The Porsche, of course, has talent. 

We’ve come to Blister Berg, a 
private racetrack in Germany’s 
north, to find out what it can do. 
This circuit packs a lot of rise and 
fall into its 4.2km length. There 
are slithery curves over crests, 
grippy compression dips, off- 
camber exits, visually deceptive 
entries and, with greenery all 
around, little chance to relax. 


Track-focused 911 amps up 
the funk in its trunk 
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It’s like a condensed Nurburgring. 

The 911 GTS RS has already 
clocked a 7min 20sec lap of the 
Nordschleife. This is better than 
any of its predecessors, and nine 
seconds quicker than the 5.7-litre 
VIO Garrera GT managed in 2003. 
Andreas Preuninger, Porsche’s 
director of high-performance 
cars and motorsport, confidently 
predicts the new GTS RS will 
shave a few more seconds off its 
current Ring record when more 
favourable summer weather 
arrives in Germany. 

It doesn’t take many laps of 
Blister Berg to understand why 
the GTS RS is a lord of the Ring. It 
combines outlandish grip, superb 
steering, muscular brakes and 
precision delivery of pungent 
power in choir-like harmony. With 
the sense of connection through 
its Alcantara-bound wheel and 


Porsche 911 GTS RS 
3996CC flat 6, dohc, 24v 
368kW@ 8250rpm 
460Nm @ 6250rpm 
7-speed dual-clutch 
1420kg 

3.3sec (claimed) 
12.7L/100km 
$387,700 
August 


Porsche 

911 

GTS RS 





carbonfibre-shelled seat, you 
simply have to sing along. 

Preuninger says he really 
pushed for the same size wheels 
and tyres as the 918 Hybrid for 
the 911 GTS RS; 265/35ZR20s on 
9.5-inch rims at the front and 
325/30ZR21S on 12.5-inch rims 
at the rear. These bring 20 and 
18 percent respective increases 
in contact patch area compared 
to the GTS, which has narrower 
20-inch wheels front and rear. 

The grippy rubber - both 
Michelin and Dunlop supply 
tyres - is Just the beginning of the 
story. To extract more mechanical 
grip, both front and rear tracks 
are increased. The RS has front 
guards 50mm wider than the 
GTS, and 911 Turbo guards at the 
rear make the RS almost 30mm 
broader in the beam. 

The need for new front 
guards presented an irresistible 
opportunity for aerodynamic 
improvement. Adding wheel 


housing air outlets to the 
carbonfibre guards increases 
front axle downforce by around 
30 percent. Also made from 
carbonfibre, the rear wing is 
positioned and shaped for strong 
downforce with minimal drag. 

The result? High-speed downforce 
can total 345kg, mainly from 
the rear, with a reasonable 0.34 
coefficient of drag. 

So they say. Bilster Berg offers 
no Le Mans-like opportunity to 
assess aero effectiveness at this 
car’s 310km/h top speed. But 
you can sense the results of the 
weight-shaving program the car 
was subjected to. Despite the 
weight increases imposed by the 
Turbo body panels and larger 
wheels, the RS is 10kg lighter than 
the GTS thanks to the widespread 
use of lightweight materials. 

The GTS RS’s 368kW 4.0-litre 
engine must surely be the world’s 
greatest naturally aspirated 
road-car six. This effectively 


new engine isn’t related in any 
way to the same-capacity and 
same-power ‘Mezger’ engine 
used in the 997 Series II 911 GTS 
RS, of which 600 were produced 
between 2011 and 2012. It is a 
glorious thing. 

Amazingly tractable at low 
revs, it also has a sweet mid- 
range. But the frenzied intensity 
available from SOOOrpm all the 
way to its 8800rpm cut-out is 
special. The surgical precision 
of its throttle response makes it 
a perfect partner for an equally 
precise chassis. 

This GTS RS is the first with 
Porsche’s dual-clutch ’box, for 
the very simple reason that it 
delivers better lap times. It’s 
adept as an auto, especially in 
‘PDK Sport’ mode on a track, 
and manual paddle shifts are 
practically instant. 

Perhaps it shouldn’t be a 
surprise that the rear-biased 
visuals of the GTS RS are 


reflected in the way it drives. Grip 
is surer at the rear end, where 
an electronically controlled diff 
lock, torque vectoring and electric 
steer system all labour to keep 
things tidy. While understeer can 
perhaps be found a little earlier 
and more often than expected, 
messages from the evenly 
weighted electric-assist steering 
are loud and clear. 

No surprise that a 911 GTS RS 
works brilliantly on a circuit, 
but this latest one startles with 
the way it drives on the road. On 
German country blacktop, ride 
comfort is much better than “not 
bad”. Noise levels are acceptable 
if you avoid high revs and the 
induction system’s drone zones. It 
truly feels like a car you could live 
with day after day, savouring its 
specialness each and every time. 
In fact, it could probably teach 
Kim Kardashian a thing or two 
about a lasting relationship. 

JOHN CAREY 


It combines outlandish grip, superb steering and 
precision delivery of power in choir-like harmony 
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Alcantara- covered steering 
wheel is 20mm smaller than 
the standard 911; comes from 
the 918 Spyder. While 911 GTS 
RS has metal paddle shifters 
instead of the 918’s carbon 
pieces, the mechanism behind 
them is the same. 


Lightweight carbonfibre fixed- 
backrest seats with fore-aft and 
height adjustment are based on 
those used in the 918 Spyder. 
They’re great for racetrack 
driving. A different seat with a 
folding backrest, but no height 
adjust, is a no-cost option. 


Door trims are GTS RS-specific 
and feature door pulls made from 
seatbelt material, like the old 
Boxster Spyder’s. But the GTS RS 
is a modern Porsche, meaning its 
cabin is still a slice of luxurious 
craftsmanship. 


SPECIFIC RIM 


HOLD OR FOLD? 


ON THE PULL 




l-ESS than a third the price, and 
iittle more than one-third the 


weight, this descendant of the 
Lotus Seven has a high-revving 
atmo engine and rear drive, 
making it a track sensation. But 
you won’t enjoy driving it there. 



'most obvious rivai comes from 
Maraneiio. Ferrari’s 458 Speciaie 
may cost aimost $200,000 more, 
but it ticks the same boxes; rev- 
happy atmo engine, seven-speed 
doubie-clutch transmission, rear 
drive, track-happy handling. 



PORSCHE claims the new 
911 GTS RS is the first road 
car ever produced with a 
magnesium roof. It saves a 
kilo where it counts, high 
up in the car. 

The sheetmetal is made 
in South Korea, formed in 
Canada and primed in the 
USA, before being shipped 
to Zuffenhausen where 
the car is made. 

Other weight-saving 
parts, including the 
carbonfibre cargo 
compartment lid, engine 
cover, rear wing and 
downforce-enhancing 
front guards are from 
much closer to home. The 
rear guards are externally 
identical to the 911 Turbo, 
but the inner stamping is 
modified to accommodate 
the GTS RS’s new air 
intake system. The doors 
are aluminium. 




PLUS & 
MINUS 


Dull steering; fat pillars; derivative dash; hard centre-rear seat 
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Elegant design; cushy ride; punchy engines; massive interior 




Skoda Superb 2.0 TSI 
,1984cc 4cyl, dohc, 16v, turbo 
162kW@ 4500-6200rpm 
350Nm @ 1500-4400rpni 
6-speed dual-clutch 
,1505kg 

7.0sec (claimed) 

6.2L/100km 
$45,000 (estimated) 

March 2016 




Model 
Engine 
Max power^ 
Max torque' 
Transmission 
Weight 
0-100km/h 
Economy I 
Price 
On sale 



Skoda Superb 

Dowdy is out, stylish is in for excellent new Superb 



WOLFSBURG, you have a 
problem. Skoda is deadly 
serious about its new- 
generation Superb. 

No longer the ugly 
duckling cousin of the over- 
achieving Volkswagen Passat, 
the Czech-built large car will hit 
the ground running with value 
pricing, stacks of equipment, and 
a level of design and quality that 
will raise eyebrows among far 
more expensive luxury rivals. 
Mark our words, the new Superb 
punches above its weight. 

The 2001 original - also 
VW-derived - was a Europe-only 
test case, while the retina-searing 
second-generation oddball from 
2009 has skulked along the 
outskirts of Australian motorists’ 
consciousness like some sort of 
motorised Quasimodo. 

Not for much longer. The 
sleeker Mk3 will slink into view 
next March, leveraging the new 
Passat’s MQB-B architecture 
with a longer wheelbase and 


wider tracks to boost space while 
exorcising unsightly overhang. 

Shorter than a Commodore, 
yet boasting Caprice levels of 
rear-seat legroom, aided by huge 
doors and supportive outboard 
seats (though the middle one is 
high and hard), the new Superb 
has a real sense of space. Limo 
operators, take note. 

Meanwhile, the 625-litre boot 
(now accessed via a conventional 
tailgate that in some variants 
opens with remote foot actuation) 
is as big as a basement. And 
folding the backrests liberates a 
mammoth 1760 litres of space. 
Too bad about the Superb’s 
inspiration-free dash, though the 
Mirrorlink connectivity at least 
keeps it feeling contemporary on 
its Golf-like background. 

What personality there is 
- two Superb-signature door-sited 
umbrellas and brilliant velcro - 
held plastic luggage holders - are 
out of sight. Speaking of which, 
we’re not fans of those thick 


vision-impairing pillars, either. 

Three 2.0-litre direct-injected 
four-cylinder turbo engines are 
coming here, with two (140kW 
diesel and 162kW petrol) driving 
the front wheels via a six-speed 
dual-clutch transmission. The 
flagship 206kW 4x4 petrol also 
gets a DSC, but in concert with 
a Haldex coupling capable of 
shuffling almost 100 percent of 
torque between each axle for 
added traction. Power is up 
20 percent and efficiency 
30 percent; the old V6 is history. 

That’s no loss, for even 
the 140kW/400Nm 2.0 TDl is 
impressively muscular, stepping 
off the line quickly and cleanly, 
then picking up the pace 
effortlessly. Ours was fitted with 
a six-speed manual, yet there 
was enough torquey elasticity 
for low-speed, top -gear crawling. 
The O-lOOkm/h time is 7.7sec 
while 4.5L/100km is quoted. 

Smooth and hushed as the 
diesel is, the revvy 162kW/350Nm 


2.0 TSI - the expected best-seller - 
is the more rousing performer, 
pulling away with robust yet 
refined determination, belying its 
1.5-tonne mass, accompanied by a 
slick and intuitive DSC. 

Best of all, though, is the 
206kW/350Nm 2.0 TSI 4x4, dishing 
out a rapid 5.8sec to lOOkm/h, 
despite its 100kg weight penalty. 

On a rainy high-speed stretch 
of autostrada, the Superb flagship 
stuck steadfastly to the road with 
silky insouciance. Its dynamics 
are dulled by overly light and 
feel-free steering, but it delivers 
satisfyingly agile handling, 
controlled cornering and a 
pleasingly supple (and quiet) ride 
even on 18-inch wheels, though 
every example we drove featured 
optional adaptive dampers. 

With pricing set to straddle 
$40-65K, large-car buyers are in 
for a treat. Volkswagen ought to 
be worried; it may have made its 
Czech marque a little too clever. 

BYRON MATHIOUDAKIS 
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TWO years late but fiercely capable, 
Ford’s roomy, comfortable and 
punchy Spanish-built mid-sizer will 
initially be the Falcon replacement, 
but its level of refinement and 
dynamic prowess puts it into the 
premium league. 


LIKE the Mondeo, Japan’s finest 
medium sedan soars above its 
(admittedly mediocre) segment 
with a style and sporting finesse 
that truly edges the loaded Atenza 
into Mercedes C-Class territory. 
Worthwhile Series II changes have 
significantly improved the breed. 


LASTING minimalism 
is the philosophy that 
drove Skoda’s Project 
SK481 design, prioritising 
presence and proportion. 

Cutting overhangs and 
stretching the wheelbase 
and dash-to-axle ratios 
helped, aided by faster- 
raked front and rear 
glass, a clamshell bonnet 
and plastic rocket-panel 
spears. Aero rating is a 
slippery 0.275Cd. 

Skoda-signature C-pillar 
kink, triangular headlight 
tear-ducts and a wide 
waterfall grille supposedly 
identify the new Superb 
from a distance while 
the PR puff claims 
C-shaped rear LEDs say, 
“Congratulate me. I’ve 
bought a Skoda”. 
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Sharing the VW Passat’s 
MQB-B architecture, Superb 
is larger yet 75kg lighter than 
before. Torsional rigidity is 
13 percent better. Lucky, that. 


Australian-market drivelines 
will be FWD DSC 140kW diesel 
and 162kW petrol, plus a Haldex- 
enhanced AWD system for the 
206kW range-topper. 


Lengthy wheelbase provides 
limo-like rear lounging, but 
VW-generic dashboard lacks 
the pizazz promised by Superb’s 
luxo -barge stature. 




LET IT B 


BEATING HEART 


SLICK, YET SAME 


Superb design 


Ford Mondeo 
Titanium Ecoboost 

$44,290 ■ 







Jaguar F-Type R AWD 

Now with greater grip and gratification 



THE Jaguar F-Type is not 
your shy, unassuming 
sports coupe. It looks 
great from all angles 
and has one of the 
sweetest coupe profiles in 
the automotive kingdom. It also 
has a range of V6 and V8 engines, 
all supercharged, that deliver 
performance - and soundtracks - 
guaranteed to grab attention. 

Importantly, 2013 ’s original 
F-Type backed up its style and 
sound; dynamically, the coupe 
and convertible delivered 
everything expected of a rear- 
drive sports car. 

So does the 2015 arrival of a 
new all-wheel- drive system spoil 
things by diluting the F-Type’s 
acclaimed handling, for Just a few 
tenths off the O-lOOkm/h time? 

For the record, that O-lOOkm/h 
time is now a seriously quick 
4.1sec in the case of the 405kW 
F-Type R AWD coupe. But will 
it handicap the F-Type’s sweet 


Before we get to the answer, a 
quick overview of what this 
2015 update brings. 

First off, there’s nothing really 
new for existing models, of which 
there were six. There are no 
additional cabin toys, the styling 
is the same and the engines don’t 
suddenly have 10 percent more 
power. In essence. Jaguar has 
added all-wheel drive to some 
models, and - joy of Joys - a three- 
pedal manual to others. Finally, 
the lesser of two V8 engine tunes, 
which was only available in the 
convertible, has been dropped. 

Accordingly, the range has 
grown from six models to 14. 

The entry-level 250kW 
supercharged V6 coupe and 
convertible are only available 
with rear drive, though now with 
the choice of a six-speed manual. 

Step up to the 280kW 
supercharged V6 and it’s auto- 
only, but you can choose rear 
drive or all-wheel drive under 


The alTwheel-drive system, 
which delivers all the engine’s 
goodness rearward until slip is 
detected, brings an extra 80kg 
that in turn adds two -tenths 
to the O-lOOkm/h time (5.1sec 
compared to 4.9sec for the rear- 
drive). It’s only when you get to 
the supercharged 405kW V8 that 
power and torque overcome the 
weight handicap. 

With that, the F-Type R coupe 
and convertible hit lOOkm/h in 
4.1sec. That’s only a tenth faster 
than the rear-driver, but around 
a tight track like the Monticello 
billionaire’s playground west 
of New York, where Jaguar held 
the launch, the alTwheel-drive 
system’s advantage out of tighter 
corners is surely worth a lot more 
than a solitary tenth per lap. 

Importantly, the torque-on- 
demand all-wheel- drive system 
doesn’t dilute the F-Type’s 
dynamic prowess. 

This cat drifts. While that 



rear-drive balance in the bends? coupe and convertible. 



Would the supercharged V8’s screaming soundtrack get tiring over time? ^ 

LUS ? 
/IINUJ 

■ 






point is the rear-drive bias can be 
exploited and thoroughly enjoyed. 
And the inevitable apportioning of 
drive to the front axle happens so 
smoothly and surreptitiously that 
the driver’s only indication that 
all four tyres are now pulling hard 
is the speed at which the corner 
recedes in the rear-view mirror. 

No complaints about the auto 
transmission software update, 
either, which halves shift times 
in Sport mode. Gearchanges feel 
almost instantaneous, and the 
mapping always picks the right 
gear. In normal mode on the road, 
it adopts a more relaxed - and 
seamless - map but is still ready 
and willing to drop cogs. 

This burgeoning and still 
brilliant F-Type range is another 
sign that Jaguar - destined for 
oblivion before Tata came to the 
rescue - is going from strength to 
strength. Hands up who’d like to 
see a 911 GTS rival next? 

GLENN BUTLER 

W ©GlennWheels 


Gorgeous looks; effusive engines; rear-drive bias and seamless AWD 


Model Jaguar F-Type R AWD coupe 
Engine SOOOcc V8 (90°), dohc, 32v, S/C 
Max power 405kW @ 6500rpm 
Max torque OSONm @ 3500rpm 
Transmission 8-speed automatic 
Weight 1730kg 
O-IOOkm/h 3.9sec (claimed) 

Economy 11.3L/100km 
Price $242,670 
On saie Now 
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. HE 911’s 3.8-litre flat-six is down 
on outright grunt against the blown 
V8 F-TypeR, but it’s a lighter car, 
and therefore faster. It’s soundtrack 
lacks the Jag’s drama, but few have 
ever complained about the wail of 
a Porsche boxer. 


All 2015 F-Types get an 
electric power steering set-up, 
replacing a hydraulic system 
that had reached the limits of 
its capabilities. It’s direct and 
well-weighted but at times 
tugs unnaturally, like camber 
tug when there’s no camber. 


All-wheel-drive versions get 
slightly stiffer spring and damper 
rates, presumably to account for 
the extra weight, and the F-Type 
does ride firmly on the road. 

Like a proper sports car should. 


As if Jaguar’s supercharged 
V8 needed any help with the 
bellow, a switchable bi-modal 
exhaust means you can be the 
alarm clock for your neighbours 
as you head out for that early- 
morning gym session. 


NICE RACK 

[111 


LOUD BUTTON 


Porsche 911 
Carrera 4S 

$266,850* 


FOUR ON THE FLOOR 
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VW Golf Alltrack 

All-paw ability for VW’s butched-up wagon 




No diesel for Oz; firm ride on 18-inch wheels; some road noise 


SOClAL-climbing is 
about to become 
cheaper and dirtier, 
thanks to a jacked-up, 
go- anywhere (ish) version 
of everybody’s favourite 
hatchback, the Volkswagen Golf. 

Come October, our 2013 COTY 
winner’s dowdier wagon sister 
will literally cross over into 
Subaru Outback territory like 
fraulein Helga in hiking gear, 
thanks to a 20mm ride-height lift 
(the limit before driveshaft and 
associated hardware changes are 
needed), 4Motion all-wheel drive, 
butched-up body cladding, roof 
bars and an adventure-evoking 
suffix unheard of in the English 
lexicon before 2012: Alltrack. 

And why not? The Passat 
Alltrack’s popularity has 
prompted a repeat performance 
in a smaller and more affordable 
package, with pricing expected to 
slip under $40,000. 

The Alltrack is the only Golf 
variant to get the 132kW/280Nm 


1.8-litre TSl four-cylinder 
turbo -petrol zinger available in 
its conceptual cousin, the Skoda 
Octavia Scout, and Audi’s A3. 

All, of course, share Wolfsburg’s 
vaunted MQB architecture. We’d 
love to tell you how impressive 
this strong, sweet-revving engine 
is, but VW somehow forgot to 
bring any to the international 
launch in Spain. Our drive was 
with the eager 135kW/380Nm 
2.0-litre TDl turbo-diesel that, 
sadly, isn’t coming to Oz. 

The good news is the circa- 
150kg heftier Alltrack hardly 
seems compromised in normal 
driving conditions despite its 
higher centre of gravity, flowing 
through corners with much the 
same grace as regular Golfs. Only 
a hint of extra body roll betrays 
the added ground clearance. 
Featuring 18-inch wheels and 
adaptive dampers (both costing 
extra), and tackling smooth 
European roads, the Alltrack 
2.0 TDl’s lasting dynamic 


impression is how quiet and 
composed everything remains. 

Demonstrating the Alltrack’s 
off-road talents, VW threw us 
into a moderately demanding 4x4 
course to test the Hill Descent 
Gontrol (effective up to 30km/h) 
and the Haldex coupling’s instant 
torque redistribution (99 percent 
either end is possible as required, 
aided by an electronic differential 
lock and retuned stability control). 
Going down the path less travelled 
only requires a prod of an Off Road 
button. Somewhat surprisingly, 
the Golf in gumboots walked it. 

Later, racing across mountain 
roads, the VW’s ambitious driver- 
focused duality truly crystallised. 
It’s a little beauty. 

Brilliant engineering, swish 
cabin presentation, superb 
seating, family friendly 
practicality, lavish refinement... 
the Golf-ification enhances the 
crossover breed. If only more were 
this aspirational. 

BYRON MATHIOUDAKIS 


Usual brilliant Golf wagon virtues remain; some off-road ability 


This is Golf Country 

THE Golf Alltrack is not 
entirely new territory for 
Volkswagen. The rare Gountry 
of 1990-91, based on the Mk2 
Golf hatch with Syncro 4WD, 
was way ahead of its time, 
boasting a raised ride height, 
toughened suspension and 
chassis, and a rear-mounted 
spare among other inclusions. 
But the 85kW 1.8-litre 
engine remained low-slung, 
sacrificing clearance. The Golf 
Gountry was also expensive. 
Only 7735 were produced, 
all LHD and contract- 
manufactured by Steyr- 
Daimler-Puch in Austria. 

It was never sold in Oz. 
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Volkswagen Golf Alltrack i32TSI ^ 
1798CC 4cyl, dohc, 16v, turbo . 
132kW@4500-6200rpm 
280Nm@ 1350-4500rpm 
6-speed dual-clutch 
1465kg 

7.8sec (claimed) 

6.6L/100km 
$38,000 (estimated) 

October ^ 
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PLUS & 
MINUS 


Volkswagen Golf R wagon 
1984CC 4cyl, dohc, 16v, turbo 
206kW@ 5700-6200rpni 
380Nni@ 1750-4600rpni 
6-speed dual-clutch 
1499kg 

5.1sec (claimed) 

7.0L/100km 
$58,000 (estimated) 

October 


Model 
Engine 
Max power 
MaK torque 
Tronsmission 
Herb weight 
O-IODkrti.'b 
Econo my 
Price 
on sale 


Wagon practicality; scorching AWD performance and security 


V W Golf R wagon 

Piping-hot fun for the whole family 


No manual option; firm ride; road noise; weight penalty 



QUIZ time: How many 
wagons can hit lOOkm/h 
in 5.1 seconds or less? 


Answer: Just seven: Audi’s 
S4, RS4 and RS6 Avants, 
the Ferrari FF, HSV Clubsport 
Tourer, Mercedes CLS500 and 
Volvo V60 Polestar. Only one - the 
HSV - costs less than $100K. 

Better make that two. VW is 
living up to its People’s Car claim 
with the first-ever Golf R Wagon, 
landing in October from an almost 
proletarian sub-$60K. 

In essence it’s an R hatch with 
a 332mm-longer tail, which results 
in up to 1620 litres of useful 
luggage capacity. The newcomer 
can be picked by its R-specific 
alloys, rear bumper with diffuser, 
four exhaust pipes, D -pillar aero 
flaps and darker tail-lights. 

Not to be confused with the 
Suzuki Wagon R, the R Wagon is 
nevertheless extremely, ah, swift 
courtesy of its 206kW/380Nm 
EA888 2.0-litre four-cylinder 


direct-injection turbo-petrol, 
combined with a six-speed dual- 
clutch transmission. In Europe it 
delivers 221kW, but hot-weather 
market precautions mean ours is 
dialled back a little. Pity. 

Still, given its head, the R 
Wagon is a beguiling all-weather 
grand tourer with a thrilling, 
shrilling edge. Calm and cultured 
as required for the comatose 
commute, the rev-hungry load- 
lugger roars off the line when 
prodded, the DSC switching 
ratios seamlessly, piling on speed 
with unassuming ease. Adding a 
sense of urgency is the exhaust’s 
cackling off- throttle burps. 

As with the hatch, all four 
wheels drive via a Haldex coupling 
that distributes up to 99 percent of 
torque to whichever end 
- struts up front and a multi-link 
independent set-up at the back - 
needs maximum traction. Using 
the electronic stability- control 
system’s settings, electronic diff 


locks work in concert with mid- 
corner braking tech to improve 
handling by quelling understeer. 

Standard on Aussie R Wagons 
will be Dynamic Chassis Control 
with five modes - Eco, Comfort, 
Normal, Race and Individual 
(driver preferred). On a blast 
around Spain’s tricky Ascari 
circuit, the hot wagon carved 
through the tight bends with 
majestic composure, remaining 
flat and confident throughout. 

The progressive-ratio steering is 
almost perfect while, thankfully, 
the high-performance ESC 
threshold can be extinguished 
altogether for lairy shenanigans. 

Considering you’ll need to 
spend another $45K on a V60 
Polestar to match its AWD 
performance, the Golf R wagon is 
seriously scintillating. And we’d 
actually prefer it over some of 
those other five-figure, sub-five- 
second superwagons. 

BYRON MATHIOUDAKIS 


R-rated pleasures 

ALONG with serious speed, 
handling and roadholding 
attributes, the Golf R Wagon 
also brings sensible pleasures 
in the form of Alcantara/ 
cloth sports seats, climate 
control air-con, sat-nav and 
VW’s latest-gen multimedia 
touchscreen with Bluetooth 
audio and phone streaming 
connectivity. Plus, the rear 
seats split/fold to liberate up 
to 1831mm of luggage space 
loaded to the roof, so none of 
the family need miss out. 
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PLUS & 
MINUS 


Not a brand-new model; ageing interior; no reversing camera 


Holden Astra GTC Sport 
1598CC 4cyl, dohc, 16v, turbo 
147kW @ SSOOfpfflt - 
280Nm @ 1650-5aD0rpraj=, 
B-speed manual — 
1498kg 

7.9sec (claimed) 

6.9L/100km 

$29,990 

Now 


Cooler than Cruze; better performance and value than previous Opel 


Holden Astra GTC 

GM’s Euro product onslaught begins 


IDZ!® 







THE Astra is back. Again. 
Just like in 2012, when the 
Opel Astra spearheaded 
a short-lived revival of 
the European brand in 
Australia. Or the time before, 
in 1996, when the Opel-sourced 
but Holden-branded Astra revived 
a name carried by various badge- 
engineered Pulsars in the 1980s. 

That feeling of deja vu is 
heightened by the fact the new 
Holden Astra is an updated 
version of the same fourth-gen 
J-series Astra that made its global 
debut in 2009 and arrived here in 
hatch, wagon and (2011) coupe 
form less than three years ago. 

With the Astra’s relaunch, 
Holden’s on-off relationship with 
GM’s European small and medium 
cars (and the Astra badge itself) 
appears to finally be resolved. 
Necessity dictates the return to 
Opel and it seems there will be no 
looking back from an approach 
that will see 24 Opel-engineered 


models introduced here over the 
next five years. 

For the time being, though, the 
three-door Astra GTC and GTC 
Sport, the hottie VXR (see sidebar) 
and the Cascada convertible (see 
p.60) slot into the small and sporty 
niche beside the more pedestrian 
Aussie-built Cruze. 

The Astra is built on the same 
Delta 11 platform as the Cruze, 
but in GTC form its chassis is 
sharpened with GM’s HiPerStrut 
front suspension, which is a 
similar dual-axis system to that 
found in the Renaultsport Clio and 
Megane firebrands. The system 
brings front-end keenness and 
steering reward, which is a whole 
lot more exploitable in the new 
direct-injected 1.6-litre turbo 
Holden version than it was in the 
lower-powered 1.4 turbo and port- 
injected 1.6 turbo Opel versions. 

Both the GTC and GTC Sport 
are powered by the 1.6 turbo, but 
not all Astra engines are created 


equal. Those linked to six-speed 
autos lose 22kW and 20Nm on 
the 147kW/280Nm six-speed 
manuals. Despite these decent 
figures, the GTC is no shooting 
star - that’s the VXR’s turf - and a 
workmanlike note ensures it’s no 
visceral thriller, but it is flexible 
and relatively fuel efficient. 

The lack of a reversing camera 
is a rare miss (though front and 
rear parking sensors are standard) 
in a generous suite of standard kit. 
Prices are down compared with 
the previous Opel, at $27K (down 
$2K) for the GTC and $30K for the 
Sport (down $5K), which brings 
19- rather than 18-inch alloys 
among the sports and luxo bits. 

The stellar pick? A used Opel 
GTC Sport manual, which has just 
gone from undervalued orphan 
to Holden-backed bargain. Or, for 
new-car buyers, the superior latest 
version of that same variant, now 
wearing a Lion emblem. 

JAMES WHITBOURN 


IT’S not an OPC, because 
the ‘O’ meant Opel, but the 
Holden Astra VXR is the same 
car. Our first taste limited any 
assessment of comfort on its 
standard Flexride adaptive 
dampers and 20-inch wheels, 
but a 206kW/400Nm 2.0-litre 
turbo makes the VXR the 
hottest hatch on sale in 
Oz. A well-honed chassis 
and massive 355mm cross- 
drilled front rotors clamped 
by Brembo four-pot calipers 
ensure serious sharpness, 
adhesion and stopping. It’s a 
bit of a bargain, too, at $39,990 
- $3K less than when it was 
sold here as an Opel. 
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Ford Focus ST 

Trendier, sharper, and snappier inside 




FORD must have felt quietly 
confident when its current- 
generation Focus launched 
in 2011, backed up by the 
lairy 184kW ST in 2012. 
Then VW’s Mk7 Golf photo- 
bombed its way onto centre stage 
and, well, things changed. 

There’s nothing like a smarter, 
better-dressed, more aspirational 
competitor to rain on your parade. 
But Ford has tried hard with this 
mid-life refresh to give the Focus 
a solid shot in the arm without 
simply copying what Volkswagen 
does. And nowhere is that more 
obvious than in the stove -hot ST. 

Imperfect as it may be, it’s 
the Focus ST’s defiance to toe 
a mannered line that makes it 
genuinely appealing. From its 
more aggressive snout and new 
Audi RS-inspired Stealth Grey hue 
to its huggy Recaro buckets and 
lairy dynamics, this is a family 
sized hot hatch with attitude. 

New front springs, stiffer lower 
front control-arm bushes and 


rear spring mounts, and firmer 
dampers result in a sharper, more 
sporting chassis that loves to hit 
the dancefloor, regardless of how 
messy it gets. Retuned electric 
steering assistance delivers 
consistently solid weighting that 
combines with the ST’s rapid 1.8 
turns lock-to-lock for incisive 
directional control. 

While the ST’s steering doesn’t 
quite achieve the desired level 
of feel at straight ahead, it’s 
impressive once you start to 
add some lock. Gombined with 
a super-keen chassis that truly 
carves, you find the ST corners 
tighter than you expect for the 
first few bends. Get your head 
around its terrific adjustability, 
however - via throttle, brakes or 
steering inputs - and you can hurl 
a Focus ST down a windy road 
with abandon. 

Where it falls down a little is 
when the surface deteriorates. 
Some bumps expose a chink 
in the front end’s body 



control, while a wet surface is a 
pertinent reminder that the ST 
doesn’t have a mechanical LSD. Its 
184kW/360Nm 2.0-litre ‘EcoBoost’ 
turbo four is so strong that there’s 
plenty of torque steer if you ask for 
too much too early. Even on a dry, 
straight road, the ST’s ballsy donk 
still reminds you of its muscle 
through the steering wheel. 

But it makes the car. Incredibly 
flexible, with an almost 
frictionless desire to rev, its 
useable power band spans 
1400rpm to the 6800 cut-out, 
supported by a silky induction 
growl plumbed from the airbox to 
the firewall. And the slick-shifting 
manual ’box is a fine companion. 

There’s only one major option 
- a $2K Tech Pack that includes a 
meal deal of safety gadgets and 
auto high beam for the adaptive 
bi-xenon headlamps. But it’s the 
fire in the ST’s belly that rings 
loudest. This little animal knows 
what constitutes a good time. 

NATHAN PONCHARD 


Outstanding engine flexibility; adjustable handling; neater interior; seats 


Want a hug? 

THE ST’s Recaro front seats 
are extremely intimate 
- arguably too much so for 
anyone over 100kg - but their 
support is unquestionable, 
and the cross-hatched, 
mixed-material upholstery 
looks classy and feels 
expensive. The ST’s rear 
seat is similarly generous, 
though it’s the freshly 
reskinned dashboard that 
grabs attention. It’s easier 
to use, less challenging to 
look at and, even though it’s 
still no Golf VII in terms of 
tactile luxury, the facelifted 
Focus no longer feels like it’s a 
generation behind. 



Model Ford Focus ST 
Engine 1999cc 4cyl, dohc, 16v, turbo 
Max power 184kW @ SSOOrpm 
Max torque 360Nnn @ 2000-4500rpnn 
Transmission 6-speed manual 
Kerb weight 1389kg 
0-100km/h 6.5sec (claimed) 

Economy 7.3L/100km 
Price $38,990 
On saie Now 





Lamborghini Aventador SV 

Harder, better, faster, stronger, meaner 



YOU GET the feeling that 
if Lamborghini could 
make its cars actually 
explode, or at least shoot 
out fireworks - and 
possibly bullets - like in 
the movies, it would. 

But with this R-rated and highly 
violent version of the Aventador, 
the Superveloce LP750-4, it has 
made do with making the exhaust 
sound like a series of explosions. 

And what an exhaust it is, 
replacing the rubbish bin-sized 
central single hole with four 
mean-looking downpipes and 
tuning the sound for extra mean- 
ness. It’s not as if the original 
Aventador wasn’t loud, but this 
one is louder and more like a race 
car. To hear four of these cars 
coming down the straight of the 
Circuit de Catalunya together is to 
go temporarily, delightfully deaf. 

The place to be is inside the 
SV, though, because it’s there 
you experience what 552kW (up a 
significant 37kW) and 690Nm of 


6.5-litre V12 can do to a car that 
weighs just 1525kg (down by 50kg) 
and hear all that growling, earth- 
shaking sound close up. 

We were slightly slowed by 
a pace car on the main straight 
of the 4.6km circuit, but I’m 
pretty sure we could have 
cracked 300km/h if they’d let 
us, a feat that takes the racy- 
spec Aventador just 24 seconds. 
They let us go flat-out on the 
shorter back straight and we 
exploded from 90km/h to more 
than 230km/h in the unblinking 
wideness of an eye. 

The acceleration of this harder, 
faster SV is gut-wrenching with 
O-lOOkm/h coming up in 
2.8 seconds, barely enough time 
to swear loudly. 

You swear a lot more when you 
switch into Corsa (race) mode, 
where the gearchanges whip- 
crack your back, and make the 
whole car jump, in just 
50 milliseconds. Combined with 
new bucket seats that seem 


to be made out of 98 percent 
carbonfibre, one percent padding 
and one percent Alcantara (or 
optional CarbonSkin, 60 percent 
lighter than leather and never 
before seen on a production 
car), the experience is bruising 
to the point of brutal. But you’re 
smiling too much to worry about 
something so trivial as comfort. 

Your body needs the severe 
support offered by the seats 
because the newly refined aero 
package - most obvious in the 
form of that huge rear wing and 
the giant electric razor-looking 
rear diffuser - allows you to 
hold serious speeds through the 
Spanish FI circuit’s long bends. 

The result is big g-forces, and 
more internal bruising, but with 
vertical downforce increased by 
a claimed 170 percent over the 
street-friendly Aventador, and 
overall aerodynamic efficiency 
up 150 percent, it feels almost 
easy to push this intoxicating 
supercar really hard. 


As a track car, it’s an absolute 
weapon, hard and fast as nails 
fired from a gun. The magneto 
pushrod suspension keeps you 
connected to the track and the 
new active steering system is 
precise and perfectly weighted; 
better, in fact, than the new 
Huracan’s slight over-assistance. 

We don’t know what it’s like on 
the road because they didn’t let 
us try, but an educated guess is 
that it would be firm to the point 
of painful. The g-force and spine- 
slapping pain the Aventador SV 
provides on the track is the fun 
kind, but on the road it might be 
less enjoyable. 

The whole ridiculous 
acceleration thing might be a 
challenge on Aussie roads, too. 

A few well-heeled Aussies have 
placed orders for this $882,650 
work of automotive extremism. 
With that kind of money to spare, 
they probably have other cars for 
driving to the shops. 

STEPHEN CORBY 


Slightly absurd price; hard seats; race-car ride; too aggressive for some 


PLUS & 
MINUS 


Styling; handling; sound; acceleration; everything about the V12 








IAMBORGHINI would insist it has 
no rivals, but the Ferrari F12isa 
fairly obvious contender, if only 
because it’s similarly V12-powered 
and awesome. Engine size and 
outputs are line-ball, but the 
100kg-lighter Lambo is quicker. 


IN A world of turbocharged 
engines, the atmo Aventador may 
well be the last of its kind, but in 
terms of performance, if not sound, 
the McLaren 650S would also be 
on your shopping list. It’s also half 
the price of the Lambo. 


Ferrari F12 
$ 690 , 745 * 


McLaren 650S 

$ 441.500 


Tweaked variable cam timing 
and inlet manifold work have 
extended things by SOOrpm, 
accounting for that additional 
37kW. Torque is unchanged but 
more readily available. 


CarbonSkin first featured on 
the dash of the 2012 Aventador 
J show car. It’s made by 
soaking woven carbon fibres in 
a special epoxy that stabilises 
the material but keeps it soft. 


Super heroes 

THE Aventador follows a 
long line ofV12 Superveloce 
models that have rolled 
through the gates at 
Sant’Agata. The 1971 
Miura SV set the template, 
squeezing another 13kW 
from the P400’s 3.9 -litre 
V12. The SV designation 
surprisingly skipped the 
Countach generation, 
reappearing with the raw 
and brutal 380kW Diablo 
in 1995. Its successor 
might just be the most fun 
of the whole canon, the 
2009 Murcielago LP670-SV 
managing to blend Audi- 
influenced build quality 
with an old-school analogue 
feel. With 493kW on tap 
and better handling than 
any other Murcielago, it’s a 
guaranteed future classic. 
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Pirelli test driver Marco Mapelli 
ran the Aventador Superveloce 
around the Nurburgring in under 
seven minutes, only a couple of 
seconds slower than the Porsche 
918 Spyder. 


SKIN SUIT 


LEGS & LUNGS 


BULL RING 
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Lifeless steering; leans a lot; will highlight the fact you’re rather rich ^ 

LUS 8 
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Astonishing breadth of ability; sounds raucous; goes hard; luxurious 
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Range Rover Sport SVR 

Hi-po SUV with a reassuring excess of ability 



LAND Rover, a brand 
born in the English 
countryside and built 
up over decades around 
the all-terrain ethos, is 
now talking Nurburgring lap 
times. Madness, surely. 

Well, that’s what I felt during 
laps of the Monticello racetrack 
west of New York at the Range 
Rover Sport SVR launch. I was 
laughing out loud. Like a loon. 

How on earth can a 2.3-tonne 
brick on wheels that stands 1.8m 
tall lap the world’s toughest 
racetrack - the ’Ring - in less time 
than a Honda NSX? Faster even 
than a Porsche Cayman S? 

I mean, I know how: Tyres and 
thunder. And two decades of 
automotive development. 

The SVR rides on 22-inch 
wheels and tyres that grip like a 
gator - try getting snow chains for 
those - and a monstrous 5.0-litre 
supercharged V8 that surely can 
move mountains. Or move you 
over mountains, at least. 


It even gets a thundering bi-modal 
exhaust to ensure all that pesky 
mountain wildlife gets outta the 
way when you’re doing O-lOOkm/h 
runs in 4.7 seconds. 

But... why? 

Perhaps we shouldn’t be 
surprised. Four-wheel drives 
like the Range Rover Sport and 
its Discovery kin have for a 
long time sold on the power of 
dreams. The dream of one day 
going off the beaten track, safe 
in the knowledge that your big 
SUV, which in reality will spend 
its entire life firmly rooted on the 
bitumen, can deliver that dream. 

Now the big SUV fantasy 
appears to have swung completely 
the other way. 

What if I dream of lapping the 
Nurburgring in 8min 14sec? Will 
your SUV realise that dream? This 
one will. (And, as of January this 
year, a Porsche Cayenne Turbo S 
will, too - 7min 59sec - but we’re 
not talking about that here.) 

The fact that you’ll murder 


those expensive 22-inch 
Continentals and possibly toast 
those dinner-plate Brembo 
brakes in one lap seemingly 
doesn’t matter. Nor does the fact 
you’ll probably empty the entire 
107-litre tank before making it 
back to the pits. But, hey; dream 
the dream, bro! 

To demonstrate this bizarre 
duality of purpose. Land Rover 
asked us to drive through the 
muddy woods around Monticello. 
Then - after a quick bath to clean 
the mud from the SVR’s nether 
regions - we hit the racetrack for 
a few quick ones. 

And, of course, the Range 
Rover Sport SVR lapped it all up. 

It didn’t feel particularly 
thrilling to be belting this 
behemoth over ripple strips, 
or whipping it through the 
bends. Despite sports-tuned 
air suspension, it leans a fair 
bit, although more supportive 
sports leather seats do their best 
to counteract a claimed 1.3g 


cornering force and keep you 
behind the wheel. It also dives 
under brakes, and has a tendency 
to rear a bit out of corners, but 
so would you with a 405kW 
supercharged V8 bellowing 
at you to get a hustle on. And 
the steering? Let’s just say it’s 
effective. You turn the wheel, the 
car responds with an arc. Any 
communication of said response 
is purely visual. 

I don’t get it. But I get why cars 
like it - and the Cayenne, and 
their M and AMG rivals from 
BMW and Benz - exist. Some 
people are very greedy. They want 
everything. And the Range Rover 
Sport SVR has, without a doubt, 
the biggest bandwidth of any 
vehicle I’ve ever driven. 

It’s a very fast sports wagon, an 
all-terrain mauler and a luxury 
conveyance all-in-one. If that 
sounds like your ideal vehicle, 
then dream on. 

GLENN BUTLER 

@GlennWheels 
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Special effects 

THE Sport SVR is the first 
Land Rover product honed 
by JLR’s Special Vehicle 
Operations (SVO) division. 
Effectively the brand’s 
equivalent of AMG, SVO 
is planning to expand the 
SVR performance line with 
lighter and more focused 
flagship models. Alongside 
the sledgehammer SVR 
versions will be SVX 
all-terrain models with 
added luxury features 
and enhanced off-road 
capabilities. See this issue’s 
Redline news section for 
more details. 


LETS ROLL 


URBAN LEGEND 


The SVR’s visual 
enhancements are equal 
parts fashion and aero: the 
latter has as much to do with 
cooling vital components like 
brakes as it does feeding the 
supercharged V8. 


This tough Rangie Sport gets 
active roll control, which replaces 
anti-roll bars with hydraulic 
actuators that apply force in 
response to lateral roll. Some 
body roll is allowed “to maintain 
a natural cornering feeling”. 


Range Rover has sold 500,000 
Sport models since its launch 
in 2005. New York City is its 
biggest metropolitan market. 
Not much opportunity for 
unleashing your 405kW SVR on 
Fifth Avenue, though. 


BMW X5M 
$185,900* 


Mercedes-AMG 
GLE63 S 

$ 182 , 000 ^^H 


EVEN quicker than the Sport SVR, 
BMW’s most powerful M-car is 
also more affordable and more 
involving. While it lacks the Range 
Rover’s sense of occasion, the 
German car counters with a money- 
no-object feel to the calibration of 
its systems and controls. 


AMG’s ML63 replacement ups the 
ante from 386 to 430kW, trumping 
both the Sport SVR and the BMW 
X5M’s power outputs and one- 
upping them with a nine-cog auto. 
Buyers get continuously variable 
damping, a 40:60 torque split and 
0-100 in 4.2sec. Due September. 
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Audi A4 & A6 Allroad 

Two cars offering the best of both worlds 



YOU don’t need an SUV, 
you really don’t. You Just 
think you do. All you 
really need is something 
like an Audi A4 Allroad 
quattro or, if you’re 
oversupplied with money, the 
facelifted A6 version. 

Audi launched its 2015 Allroad 
range in the Northern Territory to 
show Just how capable its 
car-like, SUV-lite, rough-and- 
tough wagon offerings are. The 
NT is an intimidating yet fabulous 
place to drive, but you still don’t 
need an SUV. 

Both Allroads cope effortlessly 
with high-speed road blasting 
- the A4 finds the imperial ton 
a doddle, despite a 2.0-litre TDI 
engine with Just 140kW/400Nm - 
and tackle sandy, rutted and 
ridged dirt roads with ease. 

The A4 Allroad, at 180mm, 
offers 37mm more ground 
clearance than the Avant on 
which it’s based and, more 
surprisingly. Just 20mm less than 


Audi’s Q5 SUV, while the AG’s 
height- adjustable adaptive air 
suspension provides 125-185mm. 

They may not literally be able 
to tackle all roads, but with 
their underbody protection and 
chunky plastic wheelarches, 
they’ll get you far enough outback 
to make you feel heroic. And on 
the smooth stuff coming back, 
they handle like a car, not a 
cumbersome SUV. 

When the A6 Allroad launched 
here in 2002, Australians bought 
them because the Q5 didn’t yet 
exist. Amazingly, sales have held 
up, but now Audi sells more than 
6000 Q3s and Q5s a year. Audi says 
the Allroad has a loyal customer 
base that appreciates a car-like 
driving experience but admits it’s 
“not our biggest seller”. 

This is a shame because the A6 
Allroad in particular is a great mix 
of premium German motoring 
with dirt-road potential, and one 
that manages to look tough 
without being huge. 


This new version, which will 
become the only Avant option 
in the A6 range (the RS6 is too 
‘out there’ in terms of price and 
performance to count), gets a 
broader Audi grille. Matrix LED 
headlights (a $2300 option), 
special exhaust tips and a rear 
stainless-steel bash plate. 

Inside, it’s Audi at its best, with 
a lovely wood finish highlighting 
a beautiful cabin, and acoustic 
glazing on the windscreen and 
front windows that helps with its 
blissful refinement. Unless you 
open a door or window, you’re 
never aware that the new 
3.0-litre V6 engine is a diesel 
with IGOkW and SOONm. It’s even 
harder to believe when you whip 
through the seven-speed dual- 
clutch transmission and watch 
the revs pile on. 

Overtaking road trains is so 
easy it’s almost enjoyable. The 
O-lOOkm/h time of 7.3 seconds is 
a good half a second faster than 
the A4 Allroad, and yet the 


fuel figures for both cars are the 
same at 5.6L/100km. 

The seating position is a strange 
mix of road car and high-chair, 
but at least the seats in the A6 
are plush. The experience is not 
so lush in the A4 version, which 
is much firmer on your spine. 

Its cabin fit-out also feels half a 
generation behind its big brother. 

In isolation, the A4 Allroad 
shares this concept’s feeling 
of solidity and capability, and 
the performance from what is 
a smallish engine for the Job 
is never found wanting. The 
difference in price certainly 
matches the difference in 
perception, though, with the 
A4 Allroad a relative bargain at 
$70,500 next to the AG’s $111,900. 

The Audi Allroad - be it A4 or 
AG - could be, and perhaps should 
be, all the premium soft-roader 
you need, and has the market 
segment all to itself. It’s Just a 
shame that segment’s so small. 

STEPHEN CORBY 


Light steering; collision mitigation not standard; plastic wheelarches 


PLUS & 
MINUS 


Car-like cornering; effortless diesels; AG’s terrific interior; the concept 





Model Audi A6 Allroad TDI quattro 
Engine 2967cc V6 (90**), dohc, 24v, TD 
Max power 160kW @ 3250-4500rpm 
Max torque SOONm @ 1250-3000rpm 
7-speed dual-clutch 
1890kg 

7.3sec (claimed) 

5.6L/100km 

$111,900 

Now 



AUTONOMOUS 



BMW X4 20d 

I $73,700 1 


ABOUT as close as it gets to the A4 
Allroad in concept, if not execution 
X4 is a coupe-inspired SUV like 
its big-arsed X6 relative, yet it’s 
smaller, wieldier shape is much 
less offensive. About the same 
weight astheA4, it’s marginally 
slower but drinks less fuel. 


RUNNING atwin-turbo diesel 
five-pot, the XC70 has acoustic 
charm in spades, but it’s an ancient 
thing with little of the dynamic 
polish of the Audi pair. It’s much 
cheaper than the A6 Allroad, yet 
similarly sized, and suffers a similar 
level of depreciation. 
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A6 Allroad options include 
a quattro sports differential 
($2245), 20in wheels ($2590) 
and customised front contour 
seats ($3800). A 15-speaker B&O 
.sferea with over 1200 watts will 
12,340. 


Being a much older design (an 
all-new A4 launches later this 
year), the four-pot Allroad lacks 
its big sister’s cabin flair and 
suspension refinement. 


FOUR BY FOUR 


A6’s quattro all-wheel-drive 
system normally splits drive 
40/60 front/rear but can 
distribute up to 70 percent to 
the front, or 85 percent to the 
rear, if necessary. 


Emergency Braking will 
soon be as common as 
ESC. Indeed, it might well 
be similarly compulsory. 
So it’s surprising that, 
while Audi touted its 
inclusion on the new 
Allroad range, it’s only 
available as part of the 
Technik Package that 
costs $4800. 

AEB is standard on most 
Volvos, on all Mercedes- 
Benz C-Classes and even 
the new Citroen DS3. It’s 
also, undeniably, a very 
good idea, so much so 
that insurers are now 
offering discounts on your 
premiums if you buy a car 
that has it fitted. 

Not making it standard 
on a range of cars that 
starts at $70K is either 
penny-pinching or just 
plain greedy. Either way, it 
looks mean. 


X 




Volvo XC70 D5 
Luxury 


BOX TICKING 




POWER SHUFFLE 





Holden Cascade 

Classy, if tubby, affordable rag-top 



Strutting its stuff 



No shift paddles; weight versus agility/performance; control design 


PLUS & 
MINUS 


DRIVER appeal in the Holden 
Cascada comes from 
dropping the top on a 
nice day, rather than the 
drive experience itself, 
though that’s true of the 
small convertible class as a whole, 
including the ageing VW Golf and 
Renault Megane drop-tops. Like 
the Cascada, they’re heavier and 
slower than the hatches from 
which they’re derived, come only 
as autos, and ultimately place 
frills ahead of thrills. 

But this Astra-derived cabrio 
holds several aces. The Cascada 
offers more performance than the 
Megane CC, thanks to a new-gen 
1.6-litre direct injection turbo four 
shared with the Astra GTC, and 
while it’s not as swift as the Golf 
Cabriolet, it’s better equipped and 
has more space in its cabin and 
boot. Cascada is also cheaper than 
Audi’s A3 convertible, at $41,990 
(or $44,990 for the 50 Launch 
Edition examples - see sidebar), 
yet it’s roughly the size of an A5. 


Cascada’s engine offers 125kW 
and 260Nm and is paired with a 
six-speed automatic transmission. 
A hefty 1744kg weighbridge ticket 
means performance is only okay 
- 9.9sec for O-lOOkm/h - and the 
engine’s note does little to make it 
feel any quicker. 

That flab conspires to remove 
agility and involvement compared 
with an Astra coupe, even though 
the Cascada shares the Astra’s 
clever HiPerStrut dual-axis front 
suspension, which can be sensed 
in the steering’s connected 
feel and the chassis’ agreeable 
country-road manners. 

The ride on the Gold Coast 
hinterland roads of our test was 
taut, but with enough elasticity 
to smother most bumps on the 
standard 18-inch wheels. It’s a bit 
busier at low speeds, especially on 
the Launch Edition’s 20s, which 
transmit more NVH. 

The Cascada’s roof is folding 
fabric, and it operates quickly, 
powering open or shut _ 


in 17sec at road speeds up to 
50km/h. When stowed, the roof 
reduces boot space by 100 litres, 
to 280 litres. There’s some scuttle 
shake, as there is in almost every 
convertible, though windscreen 
wobble isn’t too obvious. 

Cascada’s interior will be 
familiar to anyone who has 
driven a new Holden Astra - or a 
2012 Opel Astra. The multimedia 
screen looks dated and provides 
a less-than-intuitive interface, 
though LED ambient lighting adds 
class, while a heated steering 
wheel and front seats, dual-zone 
climate control and a reversing 
camera are standard. 

We’re not sure why the Cascada 
weighs as much as it does, and 
steering-wheel paddles would 
inject a bit more involvement. 
However, despite suffering its 
share of small-cabrio issues, the 
Cascada is good enough to lure 
Euro-cabrio buyers away from the 
pricier prestige players. 

JAMES WHITBOURN 


GM’S ‘HiPerStrut’ suspension 
is designed to deliver the 
dynamics of a double A-arm 
front suspension without the 
cost, and while the benefit 
is a bit lost in the Cascada, 
and even the Astra GTC, it’s 
valuable in the VXR, which 
is more cut- cat than dog- on- 
lino. Yet there’s a Cascada 
that certainly looks fast. The 
$45K Launch Editon scores 
20s, plush Nappa leather, a 
flat-bottomed steering wheel, 
heated electric front seats, 
adaptive bi-xenon headlamps 
and LED running lights. 


Connected steering; capable chassis; equipment levels; spacious 


cabin 


Model 
Engine 
Max power 
Max torque 
Transmission 
Kerb weight 
O-IOOkm/h 
Economy 
Price 
On saie 


Holden Cascada 
1598CC 4cyl, dohc, 16v, turbo 
125kW@ 4750-6000rpm 
260Nm@ 1650-4500rpm 
6-speed automatic 
1744kg 

9.9sec (claimed) 

7.5L/100km 

$41,990 

Now 
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BMW X6M 

Niche within niche is a peculiarly German phenomenon, as the BMW X6M 
hammerhead proves. Now in its second generation, the SUV flagship offers 
more power and greater efficiency. But the point of it is no clearer. 

WheelsMag.com.au/bmwx6m 



Nissan Navara 


Nissan’s D23 Navara offers single-, extra- and 
dual-cab models with 4x2 and 4x4. The 2.3L 
diesel offers up to 140kW in twin-turbo spec. 
Top spec Navara carries coils under the tub. 

WheelsMag.com.au/nissannavara 


i Skoda Fabia Combi 


= Skoda is trying again with the third-gen Fabia 
\ Combi, a pert, practical compact wagon that 
\ exorcises the clumsiness of its predecessor, 
j Australia’s cheapest wagon, but plenty to like. 

i WheelsMag.com.au/fabtacombi 





Hyundai i40 

New Hyundai i40 range is “less confusing”. 
That’s handy, because we were wondering 
why it exists when the company already has 
a Camry competitor in the shapely Sonata. 

WheelsMag.com.au/hyundaii40 


fc Stay regular 


Get your daily dose of Wheels with news, videos, 
galleries and more at WheelsMag.com.au 
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Premium Brands-"' 

are part of our DNA 



MICHELIN VICTORIES AGAINST COMPETITION: 


24 Hours of Le Mans 

2014 winner □ 17th victory in a row 

World Endurance Championship 

2014 □ Championship victories 
in each class 

World Rally Championship 

2014 □ Championship victory 


Official Partner of Porsche Motorsport 

Including the Le Mans & WEC programs with Mark 
Webber, and the Porsche Carrera Cup Australia 

Vehicle Manufacturers 

Michelin Pilot Sport Cup 2 is the tyre of choice 
for ultra high-performance marques including the 
Porsche 918 Spyder, Ferrari 458 Specials, and the 
Mercedes SLS AMG Black Series 


Dakar Rally 

2015 □ Victory 

Bathurst 12 Hour 
2015 Victory 


Tyre Specialists 

JAX Tyres 



jax.com.au 



Head head 

A FAST ’N’ FURIOUS FACE-OFF 




SKODA OCTAVIA ELEGANCE 1.4T 



VOLKSWAGEN GOLF 103TSI HIGHLINE 


BOTH these cars are built on the VW Group’s MQB chassis 
component set, so they’re mechanically similar. At the 
chosen $34K level, they have the same 103kW 1.4-litre 
turbo four with a seven-speed dual clutch ’box driving 
the front wheels. They’re so similar the choice will likely 
come down to a buyer’s need for space. 17/20 


OCTAVIA is renowned for providing lots of real estate for 
the money, and that’s especially true of this third-gen 
wagon. There’s Just two millimetres between it and the 
Golf in length, but the Skoda’s longer 2686mm wheelbase 
means more legroom in the back. Door panel rubbish bin 
and A-pillar ticket-holder are clever touches. 18/20 


PRICE & 
EQUIPMENT 


20 POINTS 


EACH has a rear- view camera, front/rear parking sensors, 
a multi-collision brake system, a driver’s knee airbag, tyre 
pressure monitoring, auto wipers, sat-nav, a colour 
touchscreen multimedia interface (8.0-inch in the Skoda, 
5.8-inch for the VW), Bluetooth phone/audio with voice 
control, cruise, dual-zone air and a cooled glovebox. 17/20 


INTERIOR & 
VERSATILITY 


20 POINTS 


GOLF cargo bay a bit bigger than Octavia’s (605 versus 588 
litres), but with the 40/60 rear seatbacks folded, the Skoda 
wins 1788 to 1620. Both have storage bins under the 
passenger seat. Golf goes one better with one beneath the 
driver, plus plenty of cup/bottle holders. Golf’s Alcantara/ 
cloth trim as appealing as Skoda’s red-stitched leather. 


TURBO twin-cam of just 1395cc musters 103kW and a 
low-down 250Nm in both cars. That’s the same torque as 
the 1.8 turbo available for $2500 extra in the Octavia 
Elegance (but only offered in the forthcoming Golf 
Alltrack). The Octavia drinks 95-octane premium, does 
O-lOOkm/h in 8.6sec and returns 5.2L/100km. 17/20 


PERFORMANCE 
& ECONOMY 


20 POINTS 


OFFICIAL claims show the Golf is slightly slower at 8.9sec 
O-lOOkm/h despite being 33kg lighter at 1312kg. Real-world 
performance is effectively identical, as is the economy 
figure (5.2L/100km) and fuel tank size (50 litres). More 
important than outright speed, the pair strikes a well- 
judged balance of effortlessness, fun and efficiency. 17/20 


IIH 


THIS is where the Skoda departs from its rival, mainly 
because it has a torsion-beam rear end rather than the 
multi-link independent set-up under all Golfs that is 
much better at blotting bumps. The Czech wagon also 
feels like it’s been stripped of some sound deadening and 
insulation because it’s noticeably louder inside. 15/20 


RIDE 8z 
REFINEMENT 


20 POINTS 


THE Golf wagon, like the hatchback, is impressively quiet 
inside; a long-time benchmark of the small-car class. The 
wagon body amplifies a bit more road noise than the hatch, 
but it’s still damn good. Golf’s ride quality is superior, and 
not Just because of IRS; the taller sidewall of its 225/45R17 
tyres (rather than its rival’s 225/40R18s) also helps. 18/20 


THE point of choosing a wagon rather than an SUV 
- other than setting your own image agenda - is that such 
a car with a lower centre of gravity will be a better steer. 
The Octavia is fun to the point you’ll forget the kids are in 
the back, though its torsion-beam rear end can be 
thrown by mid-corner bumps. 15/20 


STEERING 
& HANDLING 


LIKE its rival, the Golf has electro-mechanical power 
steering; it strikes the ideal middle ground between feel 
and kickback-free refinement, with Just the right amount 
of weight. More sophisticated rear end makes Golf a tidier 
handler, and its extended electronic diff lock delivers a 
helpful LSD effect powering out of corners. 17/20 



SUVs might be finding plenty of buyers, but we reckon wagons are 
cooler. Regardless, their relative lack of popularity means there 
are fewer to choose from than soft-roaders. Thankfully, the Octavia 
and Golf wagons offer broad appeal. The VW is hugely persuasive 
because it’s based on the classy and refined Mk7 hatch (the previous 



wagon was Mk5-based). There’s little reason, other than wanting more 
equipment, to choose the 103TSI Highline over the value-packed 
90TSI base model. The Skoda stacks up well in isolation, and has 
space and individuality on its side, but it’s not as comfy or refined 
as the Golf, and is unlikely to hold its value quite as well. 
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AT LAST! 

A Jaguar good 
enough to rival 
the Germans. 
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T’S BEEN a long wait for the most 
important new Jaguar of this century. 
There was the over-the-top official reveal 
of the XE in London last September. Then a 
drive of very early and obviously unfinished 
pre-production examples in Portugal in January. 
Now, at last, the moment of truth... 

The throttle of the red XE’s 250kW 
supercharged 3.0-litre V6 has been pinned wide 
open since exiting the tight right-hander onto 
the pit straight at Spain’s Circuito de Navarra. 
Now we’re in the upper end of fifth gear, 
heading for the 3.9km track’s evil-fast kink. 

This time, as coached by instructor 
‘Portuguese George’, I roll into the steering 
smoothly while easing out of the throttle. The 
Jaguar arcs gracefully this time, rewarding 
gentle treatment of its quick, accurate and 
fabulously fluid steering. 

Now trailing the brakes, we pass by 
the neighbourhood of the apex of the 
following quick right-hander. But I haven’t 
dispensed with enough speed for the much tighter one 
that follows and I feel the small change in steering 
weight that’s the unmistakable signal of understeer. 
Bugger! Maybe next lap... 

Much more than me, the XE S is up for this kind of 
stuff. This rear-drive Jaguar has the precision, poise and 
grip to make lapping a fast and technical track like this 
an enjoyable challenge, not a futile exercise in brake- 
baking, tyre-trashing frustration. Instead, the XE S 
feels like it could put another 50kW to effective use. 
Maybe even lOOkW. 

Though Jaguar’s drive program involves track time 
only in the S, the roads outside the circuit are scarcely 
less challenging. Northern Spain is paradise for drivers. 
Ribbons of well-laid bitumen snake along fertile 
valleys, through sleepy Basque villages and over pretty 
passes. Traffic is light. We spend about 500km on public 
roads sampling a variety of XE models. 

When it reaches Australia there will be a choice of 
four engines, all teamed with ZE’s fine eight-speed 
auto. There are 147kW and 177kW versions of Eord’s 

2.0- litre Ecoboost turbo four (to be replaced by a 
Jaguar Land Rover-designed petrol-burning Ingenium 
four in a year or two), a 132kW 2.0-litre Ingenium 
turbo-diesel, and Jaguar’s familiar supercharged 

3.0- litre V6 already mentioned. 

There will be three standard chassis set-ups, with an 
optional adaptive damping system for one model grade 
taking the total to four. They all work well, at least on 
the often smooth roads of northern Spain. And there’s 
not a dud among the engines, either. 

Having set out to make the XE the best driver’s car 
in its class. Jaguar seems to have succeeded. There’s 
proper pleasure to be had behind the wheel in even the 
most humble version of the XE; great steering, sorted 
suspensions, solid brakes and capable engines. 

On first acquaintance, this Jaguar has the model- 
for-model measure of both the BMW 3 Series, which 
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THE XE is the second 
model to feature 
Jaguar Land Rover’s 
new InControl 
infotainment and 
connectivity system 
and its 8.0-inch 
central touchscreen; 
the new Discovery 
Sport was the first. 

German parts giant 
Bosch provides the 
basic tech platform 
for InControl. 

JLR doesn’t have 
exclusive rights to it, 
which means other 
carmakers will in 
time adopt it, 
though they will 
brand it with a 
different name 
than InControl. 

InControl is a 
competitively 
capable system. 

It can put some 
smartphone apps 
on the car’s screen, 
and the number 
of compatible 
apps will increase 
rapidly from the 
current 15 or so as 
more developers 
push them through 
Bosch’s approval 
process. 
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All three standard chassis set-ups work well, 
and there’s not a dud among the engines, either 



Rear suspension 
wears the same 
‘Integral Link’ label 
as that in the new Land 
Rover Discovery Sport. 
Similar designs, but 
no parts are shared 
between sedan 
and SUV 


XE’s body 
is 75 percent 
aluminium. Jaguar 
wants three-quarters of 
that alloy to come from 
recycled sources by 2020. 
It’s working with a 
specialist supplier to 
achieve this goal 


Front suspension 
is a double A- arm 
design. Dynamically 
it’s a cut above the struts 
and single lower A-arm 
designs employed by 
many of its rivals 
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Four engines 
are offered for the 
XE: 147kW and 177kW 
EcoBoost 2.0 turbo-petrol 
fours, a 132kW 2.0 turbo- 
diesel four and the top-spec 
XE S’s 3.0 supercharged 
V6 petrol with a lusty 
250kW 




Architectural 

significance 

D7A is the name 
of the architecture 
introduced by XE. 

To build the XE 
and future D7A- 
based vehicles, 
the company has 
added production 
capacity at its 
Solihull UK plant, 
where Range 
Rovers are also 
produced. Flat-out, 
the new line will 
be able to spit out 
an extra 168,000 
Jaguars a year. 

Last year, the 
brand sold 81,570 
cars worldwide, 
so as imminent 
D7A-based new- 
generation XF 
and the F-Pace 
crossover SUV are 
launched, there’s 
plenty of room for 
production rates 
to increase. 


is unimpressive unless fitted with optional adaptive 
dampers, and the Mercedes-Benz C-Class, which in its 
most capable ‘Airmatic’ form prioritises comfort over 
agility. But winning customers away from the compact 
rear-drivers of the established German brands, which 
the XE must do, will require more than just dynamic 
prowess and satisfying performance. 

Jaguar’s designers have certainly played their part. 
The good-looking XE has the right amount of thrusty 
tension in its proportions and stance, and the shape’s 
calm surfacing and restrained detailing let it speak 
loud and clear. It’s plainer, yet prettier, than the 
3 Series and C-Class. 

The interior isn’t so attractive. The instrument 
panel design is a scaled-down version of the big XJ 
sedan, including the unifying pillar-to-pillar arc Jaguar 
borrowed from the cockpit design of an Italian maker 
of high-class powerboats. While this ‘Riva Hoop’ 
delivers a nice low cowl, the design also creates a large 
expanse that’s devoid of visual interest. The centre 
stack with its eight-inch touchscreen is rather plain, too. 
Jaguar’s trademark pop-up rotary gear selector brings 
a welcome touch of novelty, but the XE’s interior lacks 
the glamour, sparkle and luxury feel of Mercedes’ still 
fresh C-Class. 

While the driving position and controls make the 
Jaguar easy to use and the level of infotainment tech 
packed behind the central screen is highly competitive, 
the interior has other shortcomings. There’s not a lot 
of storage space; the glovebox is small, the front door 
pockets skinny, the lidded centre console bin isn’t very 
large and the adjacent cupholders are kinda shallow. 

The rear seat is reasonably roomy, despite the slick 
silhouette (Jaguar claims a low 0.26 drag co-efficient 
for the XE). There’s headroom for someone of my 1.85m 
size and just enough knee space for comfort. Behind 
the three-section 40/20/40 split-folding backrest is a 
450-litre cargo compartment, slightly smaller than the 
3 Series and C-Class. 


The rear-drive XE has the precision, poise 
and grip to make lapping a track enjoyable 
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The XE boasts more aluminium, but is 
no lighter than its BMW and Mercedes rivals 


Model Jaguar XE 2.0 Diesel 



Jaguar boasts that the XE contains more aluminium 
than anything else in the class, and its 75 percent 
proportion is higher than the competitor that comes 
closest, the new C-Class. But carefully comparing 
official weights indicates the Jaguar is no lighter than 
its BMW and Mercedes rivals. As a consequence, the 
Brit’s performance and fuel efficiency numbers are 
broadly similar to the equivalent German models. 

Since driving the pre-production prototypes around 
Lisbon early in the year. Jaguar’s engineers have 
worked some real magic with the Ingenium 2.0-litre 
turbo-diesel. Final touches to its calibration and engine 
mounts have banished the noise and vibration evident 
in January. It’s now competitively quiet and smooth, 
with a strong band of useful mid-range torque. 

The Ford-sourced 2.0-litre turbo-petrol is similarly 
refined, all the way to the top of its wider working 
rev range, while Jaguar’s 90-degree 3.0-litre V6 is less 
raucously vocal in the XE than in the F-Type sports 
cars, as befitting a sedan. 

Shift quality with the eight-speed automatic is fine 
in all versions. However, gradually adding throttle at 
light engine loads in Drive doesn’t get you a lower gear 
as soon as desired, and when the transmission finally 
figures out what’s being asked of it, it often over-reacts, 
kicking back two or even three gears. It’s better to use 
the paddles. 

The Australian market won’t get the most basic XE, 
a cloth-upholstered version called SE in the UK and 
Pure in other markets. Our line-up will instead open at 
the leather-seat Prestige level. All three four-cylinder 
drivetrains will be offered in Australia, in both 
Prestige and R-Sport grades. The latter brings a firmer 
passive suspension (with the option to add adaptive 
damping) and a small spoiler to go with its package of 
cosmetic embellishments. 

While prices are yet to be fixed for the XE’s 
September introduction in Australia, something close 
to $60,000 is promised for the 147kW Ecoboost 2.0-litre 
turbo-petrol in Prestige trim. 

The luxury Portfolio grade brings richer interior 
materials, and will be offered only with the 177kW 
Ecoboost engine. 

The 250kW supercharged V6 engine comes only in 
the XE S, which receives its very own interior, including 
suede cloth seat inserts, plus firm suspension with 
standard adaptive dampers, enlarged front air intakes 
and painted brake calipers. It’s likely to be priced 
between $90,000 and $100,000. 

Jaguar’s standard suspension set-up delivers a 
sweetly judged balance between ride and handling. 
Choosing the R-Sport brings greater discipline to the 
behaviour of the XE’s rear end, with barely any impact 
on ride comfort. The optional R-Sport adaptive damping 
system, on the basis of our brief Spanish experience, 
can be safely ignored. The XE S also rides quite well 
considering its handling talent, even in Dynamic mode, 
which firms the damping. 

There’s a lot riding on the XE. It’s our first chance 
to judge if Jaguar Land Rover’s $4 billion investment 
will bring a great leap forward for the Leaper-badge 
brand. As well as the XE, this massive amount of money 
has produced an all-new architecture (which will also 
provide a foundation for the imminent next-gen XE 
and the F-Pace crossover SUV), the Ingenium modular 
engine family and a new plant to make them, plus 
a massive increase in production capacity at JLR’s 
Solihull factory near Birmingham. 

Now we know that the XE drives like it looks, we’re 
ready to call this car the beginning of a bright new era 
for Jaguar. It’s simply too good to ignore. 


IT’S BEEN five 
years since the XE’s 
predecessor - the 
X-Type (2001-10) - 
was given the axe, 
leaving Jaguar 
slightly burnt from 
its first compact- 
executive attempt 
since the 1960s. 

It was hoped 
the X-Type would 
sell 100,000 units 
annually, but it only 
managed half that in 
its best year (2003) 
before fading into 
sales obscurity. But 
was it really so bad? 

At its core, only 
20 percent was 
shared directly with 
Ford’s Mondeo, 
but X-Type’s fussy 
styling - reportedly 
the work of Detroit, 
not England - wasn’t 
seductive enough to 
silence the bleating 
about its Ford DNA. 

The 3.0-litre V6 
AWD sedan was 
actually a pretty 
tidy steer, but the 
front- drive 2.1-litre 
V6 automatic was 
an overpriced slug, 
and none were 
particularly roomy. 

Australian X-Type 
sales totalled a 
reasonable 5791 
across nine years. 


Engine 
Max power 
Max torque 
Transmission 
Kerb weight 
0-100km/h 
Economy 
Price 
On saie 


1999CC 4cyl, dohc, 16v, TD 
132kW@4000rpm 
430Nm@ 1750-2500rpm 
8-speed automatic 
1565kg 

7.8sec (claimed) 
4.2L/100km(EU) 

$63,000 (estimated) 
September 
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PHOTOS 


It’s the pinnacle of Audi’s driver 
training school, and laps Phillip 
Island four seconds faster than a 
V8 Supercar. Sounds like a class 
Michael Stahl won’t want to skip 
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HINK you know about speed? Yeah, I used to think 
I knew something about it, too. Then my whole idea 
of speed - at least the core program of sensations 
in my brain and body and butt - suddenly required 
recalibrating. And I was desperately slow to reboot. 

Let me tell you about speed. A V8 Supercar, with 
about 485kW and weighing 1350kg, tops 280km/h at 
Phillip Island and completes a lap in Imin 31sec. An 
Audi R8 LMS, with let’s say 410kW - it depends on the 
air restrictor size, under prevailing GT3 racing rules - 
only gets to about 265km/h on Gardner Straight. 

But the Audi is faster by four seconds per lap. 

Those four seconds mainly come down to one word: 
aerodynamics. And it’s something that even pros like 
Audi racers Luke Youlden and Daniel Gaunt take a 
while to get their heads around. 

“This is the fastest race car you can hire in this 
country,” explains Audi Race Experience instructor 
Steve Pizzati as I stand nervously in pitlane, impeccably 
overdressed in Audi Motor Sport racewear. “The weight 




Speed demons 

AUDI developed the 
R8 LMS to be not just 
quick in the hands of 
a skilled professional, 
but adequately easy 
for an amateur. 

That’s because 
a notable element 
of GTS racing is 
its pro-am driver 
pairings, wherein a 
graded professional 
shares stints with a 
‘gentleman driver’, 
often the car’s owner. 

And it’s the amateurs 
who win or lose races. 
As Kiwi pro Daniel 
Gaunt, currently 
sharing an R8 with 
transport company 
boss (and twice GT 
Sports champ) Mark 
Griffith, explains: 

“The pros are all 
within two seconds 
of each other, but you 
can have an amateur 
who’s five seconds off 
the pace. A pro will 
never make that up 
against another pro.” 


is one thing, it’s got a bigger, softer tyre, but it’s 
predominantly aero. 

“Aero cars can be finicky; you don’t want to stall 
wings or you end up with unloading and all sorts of 
stuff. That’s gonna be the big thing for you guys. You’ve 
driven a million fast road cars, but you’ve never driven 
anything that’s got proper aero. And that’s the thing 
that takes longest to get used to.” 

Decidedly rusty in terms of recent racetrack 
experience, I’m wholly intimidated as I climb into 
the Recaro race capsule. For all its touted road car 
relationship, it sure looks like a racing car in here, 
with its digital monitor, carbonfibre everywhere, 
six-point harness and quick-release steering wheel. 

Regarding the steering, Pizzati helpfully explains: 
“They run toe-out, which means they’re darty . . . down 
the straight they will be a bit wobbly. But there’s this 
double-whammy; it’ll amplify your inputs. And the rack 
is also quicker, so be really mindful about making your 
inputs ultra-smooth, or the aero gets really spoiled.” 

And, uhh. I’ll end up unloading something or other. 

Phillip Island is cloudy and cold, but thankfully 
dry. I flip through the three-switch operation to start 
the thing, the VIO vibrating through the cabin with 
a basso rumble and sounding vastly more mean and 
gravelly than the roadgoing R8’s VIO. The clutch pedal 
feels normal and reassuring, but you only get to use it 
leaving and returning to the pits. 

A couple of times on my out lap I misshift the 
paddles, probably thanks to trembling fingers, and 
notice there’s much less of the whining differential and 
gravelly gearbox and drivetrain chorus one associates 
with racing cars. 

For reasons buried deep in my neurones, I drive 
the LMS as if it’s someone else’s expensive road car 
on a wet track. It’s pretty intense. The steering isn’t 
especially wandery, just quick and deliciously direct, 
demanding inputs that are tight, firm and deliberate. 


Once or twice, most memorably after cresting the 
small rise just before Stoner Corner - which I loft over 
at 195km/h - a shiver runs through the chassis as the 
steering sniffs about. But it might have been me. 

The throttle, too, is concentrated and firm, with all 
of perhaps 40mm travel. And I’d been cautioned that, 
despite the traction control and mind-menacing aero, 
injudicious application would still spin it. 

But I experience fine, familiar sensations, like 
pinning the throttle onto Gardner Straight, and short, 
firm squirts held for anxious seconds before the next 
corner, flicking up the cogs with those bulletproof 
paddles. Likewise at the end of that long straight, 
lifting off at 250km/h and rolling onto the brake, 
flicking back to fifth, smiling at the engine’s guttural 
blip on the downshift. 

But rolling out of the throttle, brushing onto the 
brake, taking cautious late apexes isn’t what you do 
when you’re dialled into a racing car - much less, I 
learn, in an aero car. 

A GTS race car is the most impressive example of 
the aerodynamic art that you or I can experience, short 
of landing a drive in a Formula One car. But then this 
FIA production-based formula, backbone of several 
national GT championships (including Australia) and 
the legendary 24-hour races at Spa and Nurburgring, is 
all about accessibility. 

The GTS category provides a punter’s portal to 
the hallowed competition departments at Ingolstadt, 
Maranello, Weissach and such. Audi embraced the 
category in 2009 with the R8 LMS, known internally 
as R16. Through a couple of structural and aero 
upgrades, it has remained the most successful GTS 
contender, with 26 national championships and more 
than ISO examples built since 2009. It’s just won its 
third Nurburgring 24 Hour in four years. And this 
from a machine that Audi says shares 50 percent of its 
components with the road car. 





For all its touted road car relationship 
it sure looks like a race car in here 


Audi Race 
Experience 

ONLY in Germany 
or Australia can 
the average punter 
take advantage 
of the Audi Race 
Experience, where 
you get to drive 
the R8 LMS race 
car in six, five-lap 
sessions, with one- 
on-one instruction 
from Audi’s pro 
GTS racers. It costs 
$6500 for the day, 
though first you 
must complete 
Audi’s first three 
levels - Advanced 
Driving ($950), 
Performance 
Driving ($1290) 
and Sportscar 
Experience ($3300) 
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ABOVE: STAHLY 
GETS TO GRIPS 
WITH THE RACE 
CAR'S COCKPIT AND 
MYRIAD CONTROLS; 
RIGHT: AUDI'S 
EXTENSIVE USE 
OF CARBONFIBRE 
HELPS SLASH 
ALMOST 400KG 
FROM THE 
STANDARD R8 V10; 

LEFT: HERO 
STATUS, FOR A DAY 


A GTS race car is the best example 
bf aero this side of Formula One 








LMS is not a 
quattro because 
GTS regs prohibit 
all-wheel drive 


Six-speed 
sequential gearbox 
has a pneumatic 
paddle-shift 
system from the 
RIO Le Mans car 


Race-spec but 
road-derived 
systems include 
tuneable traction 
control, race ABS 
and dual catalytic 
converters 




Engine rebuilds 
are required only 
after 20,000km of 
racing, equating to 
a dozen Bathurst 
12 Hour races 


Variety the key 

THE GTS race category was 
devised in 2005 by French former 
racer and promoter Stephane Ratel 
to lure more manufacturers and 
their mainstream GT models into 
the FIA GT Championship. 

A key initiative was the Balance 
of Performance, a power-to-weight 
formula that levels the playing 
field for furiously revving Ferraris, 
big-cube Corvettes, turbo Nissans, 
atmo VIO Audis and thumping 
Bentleys. Consider the results 
of this year’s Bathurst 12-Hour: 
seven different GTS marques filled 
the top seven places, five of them 
finishing on the same lap. 


5.2-litre VIO is 
almost unchanged 
from standard, 
reflected in its 
outputs of 
375-430kWand 
500-550Nm 


AUDI R8 LMS ON ITS WAY 
TO SECOND IN THE 2015 
BATHURST 12 HOUR, JUST 
SECONDS BEHIND THE 
_ WINNINGJ^ISSAN GT-R 



Much of the performance is explained by the 
homologated weight of just 1250kg, some 345kg less 
than the ultimate R8 roadie, the VIO Plus, which itself 
is 50kg lighter than the regular VIO coupe. 

Out on the track, I was pinning the thing where I 
felt confident, like flat-out down the straight. And my 
backside was telling me I’d been doing adequately well 
around the corners. But my innocence was revealed 
by the lap data and on-board video that make for a 
fascinating (and humbling) souvenir of Audi’s Race 
Experience package. 

I was doing 250km/h on the straight. When instructor 
Daniel Gaunt hopped behind the wheel, with me in the 
passenger seat, he was 15km/h faster. And through the 
daunting first turn (Doohan), I dropped to 160km/h. 
Daniel was doing 195. 

That crest before Stoner, where I’d been doing 195? 

I had a big lift immediately after, turning into the long 
left-hander, my slowest point being 180 before firmly 
squirting the throttle up to Honda Corner. Daniel was 
doing 205 over the crest. But he was flat all the way 
after, accelerating through 220 at the point where I’d 
just begun feeding in the gas. 

I’d just had no concept of what the aerodynamics 
could do, how much grip was available, how early and 
sharply it could turn in. 

We had done an exercise in pit lane to sense how 
much force was needed to generate the desired 80 bar 
of pedal pressure for the (unboosted) brakes. I never 


generated more than Ig in deceleration. Daniel was 
hitting 1.3g, even into the quick Southern Loop. 

In the corners, my internal gutless-ometer seemed 
to be set at one lateral g, about the cornering limit of 
a high-performance road car. I’d blip at 1.2g, usually 
in the slower corners. With Daniel, it was 1.6g through 
Doohan (at 200km/h), 1.5 through Stoner, 1.7 through 
Hayshed and over Lukey Heights, then again through 
Turn 12, at 190km/h. 

I’ve ridden with many racing drivers before. What’s 
almost always remarkable is the drivers, the torrent and 
speed of their responses, the constant catching of the 
wheel and massaging of the throttle as they balance the 
car along the very rim of adhesion through a corner. 

With the R8 LMS - and this takes nothing away from 
the driver - it was all about the car. In a lap that was 
quicker than a V8 Supercar qualifier, I didn’t once 
see Gaunt grabbing correction, fox-trotting over the 
pedals, or looking at all flustered. Meanwhile, the Audi 
just built its g-loadings, went in harder under brakes, 
rotated in mid-corner, all far more aggressively than my 
mind could allow. 

I wished like hell they’d taken us for our hot laps at 
the start of the day, not at the end. But it didn’t take 
much imagination to work out why they don’t. Now I’m 
gagging to get back and have another go. 

Which recalls Pizzati’s most heartfelt warning of all: 
“Aero is addictive.” 


@MichaelStahl44 
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EOPLE love to mock the Toyota Camry. Born 
from an obsession with conservatism and ease of 
operation, the Camry is both Toyota’s touchstone 
and something of a noose around its neck. 

It sells like gangbusters in the US, to the tune 
of more than 400,000 a year, and it has been 
Australia’s biggest-selling mid-sizer (by a massive 
margin) for 21 years straight, yet the Camry is so 
straight-laced it would blush at the love scenes in 
Frozen. It simultaneously represents everything that’s 
great about owning a Toyota - an Australian-built one, 
for the time being at least - and the stifling conformity 
in not wanting to stand out from the crowd. 


Yet it’s that very aspect that prompted Toyota’s most 
comprehensive mid-life facelift ever. Customer clinics 
revealed that Camry owners were chuffed with their 
cars but wanted more sex. And not the ‘dirty weekend’ 
kind. Nervous that Camry’s reign as America’s favourite 
passenger car may be under threat from Honda’s 
Accord and Ford’s Fusion (Mondeo), Toyota decided to 
throw the rulebook out the window and go for broke. 

Well, not exactly broke given the Japanese giant 
pocketed US$18 billion last financial year, but for a 
three-year-old car, and especially for a Toyota mid-cycle 
update, the 2015 Camry’s visual changes are massive. 

Besides carrying over the glass, the only panel shared 



MS 
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with its predecessor is the roof. Every other panel is 
new, including the door skins, making the 2015 Camry 
“more sculptural, emotional [and] sexy”, according to 
Kevin Hunter, the head of Toyota’s Californian design 
studio responsible for the look. 

Given Camry’s importance to the US market, this 
is the first time the Yanks have taken the lead in its 
design. But Toyota Australia was integrated into its 
development from the outset and invested $108 million 
to ensure local production ends with a bang. 

Boasting more than 800 new parts, our 2015 Camry 
is quite different to the US version. For starters, the 
old interior carries over into the Altona-built Camry, 
garnished with fresh trims and a new, smaller steering 
wheel, whereas the US car gets more sophisticated 
centre-stack switchgear and classier detailing for a 
more expensive look. The Aussies had to spend wisely 
and sheetmetal took priority. 

Australia’s Camry wears different grille and front 
bumper designs in order to meet the high-temperature 
cooling requirements of the Middle East, Toyota 
Australia’s main export market. And even though the 
outline of the headlights is the same, ours are locally 
supplied and completely different to the US model’s. 

Front lighting is now a Camry signature. Even the 
base $26,490 Altise gets projector headlamps and LED 
daytime running lights, but that touch of bling aside, 
it’s very much situation normal at entry level. While 
there’s a degree of Lexus ES in new Camry’s 


more fluid lines, the slat-grilled Altise struggles to 
carry off its new threads. All the fresh metal does 
is make its 16-inch alloys look even smaller, and the 
previous-model Altise more youthful and cohesive. 

If customers want a sexier Camry, they need to skip 
the fleet favourite and head straight for the $31,990 
Atara SX. Along with its lavishly equipped Atara SL 
sibling ($37,440-$40,440), which offers the same 18-inch 
alloys (in silver) and sports suspension package as the 
SX, in conjunction with an electric sunroof, for $2950 
extra, this is the new Camry in sportswear. 

Toyota Oz pushed for 18-inch wheels - a first for 
Camry - and selected the TMC-approved boots fitted to 
the European Toyota Avensis. The forged alloys, made 
by ROH in South Australia, save 1.5kg per wheel and 
wear Polish-made 225/45R18 Bridgestone Turanzas. 

Atara chassis improvements extend far beyond a 
broader footprint, however. New Hitachi dampers with 
a two-piece valve are designed to mix ride comfort with 
body control, while roll stiffness has been improved 
by retuning the front rebound rate by 11 percent and 
fitting a firmer rebound stopper and thicker front 
anti-roll bar. There are also stiffer. Teflon-lined front 
anti-roll bar bushes, forged aluminium links and stiffer 
upper supports, plus a completely new steering rack. 

With a 15.9:1 ratio (compared with 16.9:1 standard), 
the sports tune quickens Camry’s steering markedly, 
reducing the number of turns lock-to-lock from 3.12 to 
2.85. It also provides a meatier and more connected 
feel, as does a new ‘pre-load’ differential (fitted to all 
2015 Camrys) that achieves smoother take-off, turning 
and straight-line stability, particularly on rough roads. 
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RIGHT: SMALLER 
WHEEL AND 
SHARPER STEERING 
MAKE A BIG 
DIFFERENCE TO 
ATARA SX'S SPORTS 
APPEAL. DASH IS 
NOTHING SPECIAL, 
AND INSTRUMENTS 
BELONG IN A HIACE 


THE SX TURNS IN 
KEENLY, WDEO BY AN 

involving rear end 
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Load it, slash it 

“FOR the metal, it’s 
the best-value car you 
can buy today.” That’s 
the message Toyota 
Australia is keen to 
get across, with the 
$26,490 Altise petrol 
six-speed automatic 
the cheapest base 
Camry auto since 1997. 

And it’s far from 
a poverty pack, 
with seven airbags, 
touchscreen audio, 
a reversing camera, 
LED running lights 
and 16-inch alloys. 

The $30,490 Hybrid 
version adds hill- 
start assist, ‘Optitron’ 
instruments, keyless 
entry/start and dual- 
zone climate control. 

Toyota is also quoting 
drive-away prices 
of $28,990 for Altise 
petrol and $32,990 
for Altise Hybrid. 
Maintenance is capped 
at $140 per service for 
up to five scheduled 
visits spanning four 
years or 75,000km. 







ABOVE: PRETTY 
'OPTITRON' INSTRUMENTS 
A HYBRID SPECIALTY, 
AS ARE 'BLUE RINSE' 
BADGES (LEFT). 

BELOW: NEW CAMRY IS 
35MM LONGER BUT BASE 
ALTISE IS NO LOOKER; 
BLACK PANEL AFT OF 
REAR WINDOW STRUGGLES 
TO PULL OFF ITS 'LONGER 
AND SLEEKER' INTENTION 





ATARA S ($29,490 PETROL, $32,490 
HYBRID) PACKS MORE PRIVATE- 
BUYER SIZZLE THAN ALTISE, WITH 
A SPORTIER GRILLE, BLACK-BEZEL 
HEADLIGHTS, 17S, A LEATHER 
WHEEL, ELECTRIC DRIVER'S 
SEAT, REAR PARKING SENSORS 
AND TOYOTA LINK CONNECTED 
MOBILITY, PLUS FLAPPY PADDLES 
AND DUAL EXHAUSTS ON THE 
PETROL MODEL 


ATARA SL ($37,440 PETROL, 
$40,440 HYBRID) CROWNS THE 
RANGE WITH LEATHER, ELECTRIC 
FRONT SEATS WITH MEMORY, 
SAT-NAV, 10-SPEAKER JBL AUDIO, 
FRONT PARKING SENSORS AND 
ACTIVE CRUISE, PLUS COLLISION 
MITIGATION AND LANE-DEPARTURE 
TECH. OPTIONAL IBS (PICTURED) 
ARE PACKAGED WITH THE SX'S 
SPORTS SUSPENSION SET-UP 







LEFT AND BELOW: 
ATARA SX IS CAMRY IN 
SPORTSWEAR. GETS IBS, 
SPORTS SUSPENSION 
AND A BIT OF VISUAL 
SWAGGER, THOUGH 
UNDERWHELMING 
PETROL ENGINE IS 
UNCHANGED. GOOD FUN 
ON A TWISTY ROAD, IT'S 
ARGUABLY TOO FIRM 
AROUND TOWN. BUT AT 
$32K, IT'S CHEAP 



But is the new Atara SX the “breakthrough” Toyota 
thinks it is? Not quite. While there’s much to commend 
the local team’s persistence in pushing for greater 
agility and driver reward, the real breakthrough was 
changing Toyota Japan’s thinking about a conservative 
model like Camry. 

The SX’s suspension improvements make it a much 
more appealing steer. It turns in keenly, aided by an 
involving rear end that enhances the car’s balance, 
and its faster steering ratio, smaller wheel and more 
appropriate weighting make the whole dynamic 
experience much more tactile. Finally, a Camry with a 
cohesive, genuinely rewarding chassis. 

Even wet, debris-strewn roads failed to shake 
the Camry SX’s composure, or expose chinks in its 
impressively subtle stability-control calibration. 

Low-speed ride is an issue, though, to the point where 
its firmness can be tiring, and may be a deal-breaker 
for some. And there’s a fair chunk of tyre noise on 
coarser road surfaces. But it’s the Camry’s uninspiring 
petrol engine that ultimately fails to give substance to 
the Atara SX’s sinister gloss-black rims and surprisingly 
rewarding handling. 

Against the clock, 8.8sec to lOOkm/h and a 16.4sec 
quarter aren’t terrible, but the six-speed auto upshifts 
at just 5800rpm, even in Sport mode, and is poorly 
suited to spirited driving in hilly country. A manual 
mode and flappy paddles partly make amends, but if 
you want your new Camry to handle and perform, you’ll 
be heading aftermarket. Or opting for a 2015 Aurion 
Sportivo V6, which skips Camry’s visual overhaul but 
scores the SX’s gloss-black 18s and suspension tune. 

Carryover or not, Toyota’s hybrid drivetrain is 
excellent. Tied to an effective CVT transmission, it’s a 
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$30, 490/As tested $ 30 , 940 ^ 

Drivetrain 


$31, 990/As tested $ 32 , 440 ^ 


in-line 4, dohc, 16v + electric 


front engine (east-west), front drive 
2494CC 


2494CC 


135kW@6000rpm 


235Nm@4100rpm 


270Nm (electric motor) 


6-speed automatic 


CVT automatic 

Chassis 


4850/1835/1470/2775mm 


4850/1835/1470/2775mm 


1580/1570mm 


1575/1565mm 


91 octane/70 litres 


91 octane/65 litres 


9.9L/100km (test average) 


7.9 L/100 km (te st average) 


Front: struts, A-arms, anti-roll bar 
Rear: multi-links, coil springs, 
anti-roll bar 


Front: struts, A-arms, anti-roll bar 
Rear: multi-links, coil springs, 
anti-roll bar 


electric rack-and-pinion 


electric rack-and-pinion 


11.0m (2.8 turns lock-to-lock) 


ventilated discs (296mm) 


Bridgestone Turanza ER300 


Michelin Primacy LC 


225/45R18 95W 


215/60R16 95V 

Safety 


★★★★★ (AUS) 

Performance 


Power to weight: 94kW per tonne 


200km/h @5700rpm' 


Punchy, smooth, efficient drivetrain; 
decent chassis balance; nice price 

Gluggy steering; below-average 
low-speed ride and interior; styling 


Track: Heathcote dragstrip, windy. Temp: 18“C 
Driver: Nathan Ponchard. * Estimated. 

Warranty: 3yr/100, 000km. Service intervai: 

9 months/15, 000km. Redbook 3-year resaie: 58%. 
AAMi insurance: $857. 

** inciudes metaiiic paint ($450) 


Layout 

Capacity 

Power 


Torque 

Transmission 


Boot capacity 
Fuel/capacity 


Fuel consumption 
Suspension 


Turning Circle 


62km/h @ 6300rpm 


sweet and strong combination, spoiled only by the 
lag between a floored throttle and the delivery of all 
that grunt out of tight corners. Indeed, it’s hard to 
believe our ‘blue rinse’ Altise Hybrid clocked 15.7sec 
to 400m and a spritely 4.9sec from 80-120km/h (versus 
6.0 for the petrol) while using a shedload less fuel 
(7.9L/100km versus 9.9 on test). 

Dynamically, the Altise Hybrid packs a few 
other surprises. The gluggy steering weighting and 
remoteness it suffers at straight ahead dissolves when 
being punted through corners, where it displays quite 
good balance. Wearing 215/60R16 Michelins, it grips 
pretty well, with much less tyre noise than the Atara 
SX, and has a reasonable freeway ride. But again, 
low-speed compliance is not the Altise’s friend as it 
patters over bumps at urban speeds. 

Describing the last-ever Aussie-built Toyota as the 
“boldest Camry ever” is a big call, but bread-and- 
butter family motoring has rarely been so attainable, 
and the Hybrid’s USP remains a genuine coup. In base 
trim, Camry’s style makeover is a dubious one, but 
the Atara line is decent enough, and priced sharply 
enough, to steer conservative private buyers away from 
its stiff competition. 

Toyota Australia promises “further updates in around 
a year’s time”. For the sake of the Atara SX’s newfound 
agility and sporting focus, here’s hoping that involves 
an engine transplant or at least the availability of a 
Hybrid version at SX level. 


145km/h@6300rpm 


205km/h @6300rpm 


206 km/h @ 450 0r_pm 


188km/h@3500rpm’ 


Standing-start acceleration 


Rolling acceleration: Drive 


Braking distance 


Styling updates best suited to SX 
(and SL); tidy chassis; keen steering 

Off-the-pace engine; unhelpful 
transmission; poor low-speed ride 


Track: Heathcote dragstrip, windy. Temp: 18“C 
Driver: Nathan Ponchard. * Estimated. 

Warranty: 3yr/100, 000km. Service intervai: 

9 months/15, 000km. Redbook 3-year resaie: 58' 
AAMi insurance: $893. 

** inciudes metaiiic paint ($450) 


@PonchDeluxe 
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Adrenalin 


When it comes to having fun, one of 
these sports cars wins by a smile 

WORDS ALEX INWOOD PHOTOS CRISTIAN BRUNELLI 
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SKY pregnant with rain makes climbing 
into the track-focused Caterham CSR175, 
with its semi-slick tyres, no ABS and no 
traction control, a daunting experience. 

I’m so preoccupied - maybe even a 
little scared - that I burn my right leg 
on its exposed side exhaust as I flop into 
the driver’s seat. My skin only kisses the hot metal for 
a millisecond, but it’s enough to blister. Never have I 
wanted to swap cars so much. And a Cayman GTS and 
Jag F-Type R coupe are parked tantalisingly close. 

This gathering of exotica couldn’t be more different. 
Red, white and green; huge, sleek and impossibly tiny 
- this trio’s aesthetic differences mirror the disparity 
of their oily bits. There’s a choice of four, six or eight 
cylinders, aspirated or forced induction, a manual, 
automatic or dual-clutch gearbox, and, unusually, two 
with a roof and doors and one without. Joyously, the 
one constant of these cars is rear-wheel drive. 

Normal Wheels comparison rules don’t apply here. 
These three sports cars don’t have much in common 
and there are the wildly different price tags: $89,000 
for the Caterham, $160,900 for the Porsche, and 
$219,130 for the Jaguar, before options are fitted. 

How can we compare them? The answer is simple: 
at their core, each of this trio is designed and created 
to be exciting. So forget numbers and figures, this test 
will be judged in smiles, laughter and adrenalin. 


Happily, few places have the ability to pump the 
adrenalin like the Bryant Park track, also known as 
Haunted Hills. Nestled in the rolling landscape of 
south-east Victoria, it’s a plunging complex of sweepers 
and hairpins draped in the shadow of a coal mine’s 
smoke stack. It’s not a playground for the weak-hearted, 
heavy-footed or stupidly brave. 

Haunted Hills can bite. “See that left-hander?” says 
the track manager as we roll through the gates. “Get 
it wrong there and it has a nine-foot drop. Just ask the 
bloke who completely destroyed his 911...” 

Imposing as Haunted Hills may be, particularly given 
its slippery surface is now glistening with rain, each of 
this trio is well armed with track-honed engineering. 

The F-Type R, with its beautiful styling and ear- 
bleedingly loud exhaust, is not only the hardest and 
fastest Jaguar you can buy right now but, thanks to 
a tauter suspension tune and trick electronic rear 
differential, it promises to be just as quick through the 
corners as it is in a straight line. This particular car 
is also fitted with Jaguar’s monstrous carbon-ceramic 
brakes - a $20K option - meaning we can slam the 
middle pedal all day and they’ll never fade. 

The GTS is similarly the fastest Cayman on sale (at 
least until the hardcore GT4 arrives later this year) 
and brings more than its modest lOkW/llNm bump 
in power over the already brisk Cayman S. There’s 
tweaked styling, new smoked headlights, black 20-inch 


as; 
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Overlook its flaws and the Caterham 
is driving heaven - raw and grippy 


"IF ONLY MY HAIR LOOKED 
THIS GOOD ALL THE TIME" ^ 

f J 
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wheels from the 911 Carrera S and a 10mm lower ride 
height. Small changes, yes, but even on the cruisy 
drive from Melbourne, the differences are tangible. 
Compared to the Cayman S, the GTS feels tighter, 
sharper and more exciting, like a bodybuilder on 
competition day. 

It’s the Caterham, though, that should suit Haunted 
Hills best. The CSR175 variant we have here is the 
track-focused version of the British company’s iconic 
Seven and rides on Caterham’s bigger (110mm longer, 
80mm wider) SV chassis. It’s a machine built to go 
fast, which means that, while it should impress at the 
circuit, on the road there have been some... issues. 

The cabin is so cramped I can’t turn the small leather 
steering wheel without hitting my legs, the dash is 
an unfathomable mix of buttons and non-cancelling 
‘missile’ switches, and the pedals are so tiny and 
grouped so tightly they feel like postage stamps. Drive 
with the removable roof and door flaps off and stones 
flick up from the front tyres and hit you in the face, 
and at freeway speeds the wind buffeting is so intense 
I’m forced to buy ear plugs. But this physical grind is 
only half the battle; the rest is mental. Because you sit 
so low and the cabin is so small and exposed, I’m hyper- 
aware that, should I make a mistake, or another car 
fails to see me, my legs will be the crumple zones. 

Caterham ownership may be challenging, but the 
silver lining is how the CSR175 performs when its low- 


slung nose is aimed at a racetrack. Even on a damp 
surface the Caterham is so responsive, so raw and 
grippy, I almost forget about the dodgy ergonomics and 
lack of refinement. The steering, which I had dismissed 
as heavy and clumsy on the road, becomes laser-beam 
direct. That hard and unintuitive brake pedal gets 
better the harder I mash it. And because I can see the 
front wheels, I never miss an apex. 

Then there’s the 2.0-litre Ford Duratec naturally 
aspirated four, which, despite its modest 127kW/177Nm 
outputs, feels like an angry hornets’ nest. The clutch 
is heavy, the gear stick comically short and the ratios 
grouped so tightly I hit the 7300rpm limiter through 
the first three gears. It’s as raw and visceral as driving 
can get, which not only makes the Jaguar seem fat and 
lazy by comparison, but absolutely enormous. 

There’s such a staggering difference in size, 
connection and visibility that initially the F-Type feels 
intimidating. There’s none of the Caterham’s steering 
feel or front axle bite, but what the Coupe R lacks 
in dynamic finesse, it makes up for in brute force. Its 
colossal 404kW/680Nm supercharged V8 means it’s 
easily the quickest car here, easily matching Jag’s 
4.2sec O-lOOkm/h claim during performance testing. The 
Porsche, courtesy of its robotically consistent launch 
control system, clocks three identical runs of 4.7sec, 
while the Caterham struggles in the heat and can 
only manage 5.3sec. 



Between apexes, the Ca3nnan is 
almost telepathic in its responses 
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But wait, there’s more 

AS HARDCORE and performance- 
driven as this trio is, each has a 
faster, more expensive version 
waiting in the wings. 

Porsche’s top trump is the new 
Cayman GT4, which will arrive 
Down Under later this year in a 
storm of track-day tyre smoke 
priced at $190,300. Upgrades over 
the GTS are palpable: outputs jump 
33kW/40Nm to 283kW/420Nm 
thanks to a bigger 3.8-litre flat-six 
nicked from the 911 Carrera S, 
weight drops 35kg to 1340kg, the 
brakes and front end are from the 
911 GT3, and the sole transmission 
is a six-speed manual. 

F-Type buyers looking for more 
straight-line speed will love the 
all-wheel- drive version, which at 
$242,670 will not only be the most 
expensive hardtop variant on sale 
but also the fastest with a claimed 
O-lOOkm/h time of 4.1sec. 

If you’re an acceleration junkie, 
though, look no further than 
Caterham’s flagship - the Seven 
485 - which does O-lOOkm/h in 
just 3.9sec thanks to an extra 
50kW/29Nm (to 177kW/206Nm) and 
25kg less weight. Yours for $117,416. 




S nif ©wheelsaustralia | 89 







REAR-WHEEL DRIVE PLUS A 


BLOWN V8 EQUALS PLENTY OF 


SMOKE AND NOISE 


whopper stoppers 

BRAKE tragics will know the 
bright yellow calipers shining 
through the F-Type’s 20-inch 
rims mean it’s fitted with 
Jaguar’s optional $20,250 
carbon-ceramics. Jag claims 
they’re the most powerful picks 
it has fitted to a production 
car and of course they’re 
enormous: 398mm discs with 
six-piston monobloc calipers up 
front, and 380mm discs with 
four pots at the rear. 

What’s surprising is, 
unless you’re planning on 
track-bashing your Jag every 
weekend, we’d recommend 
saving your cash and sticking 
with the standard stoppers. 

Yes, the carbon-ceramics are 
21kg lighter and more resistant 
to wear, but the Coupe R’s 
regular ‘Super Performance’ 
brakes (380mm front, 376mm 
rear) are superb. 
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TRIPLE TREAT 

Use the free viewa app and 
scan this page to watch these 
sports cars cut loose 
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The Jag revels in braking hard and 
exiting comers in a flurry of mbber 


But don’t dismiss the F-Type as a one-trick pony. 

Push through the woolly steering and the Coupe R 
turns in crisply and offers a surprising amount of 
mid-corner adjustability. It’s an easy car to drive 
quickly, though fast, straight laps aren’t the F-Type’s 
speciality; the real fun starts when I let the rear move 
around on corner exit. Here, the torque-vectoring 
electronic rear differential, colossal grunt and stiffer 
suspension tune means I can simply choose how much 
angle (or tyre smoke) I want. 

It’s a technique poles apart from the one required 
in the Porsche. Where the Jag revels in stopping hard, 
turning in slowly and exiting in a flurry of squirming 
rubber and V8 bass, the Porsche prefers a more 
measured, more precise touch. It will drift, but while 
the Jag loves destroying its rear tyres, the Cayman 
never feels as comfortable with a handful of opposite 
lock. Instead, you flow the Cayman from apex to apex, 
its chassis so poised and balanced it’s almost telepathic 
in its responses. The steering is crisp and perfectly 


weighted and, as much as I find myself longing for the 
Cayman’s standard six-speed manual gearbox, Porsche’s 
sharp and intuitive seven-speed PDK (a $6290 option) 
is easily one of the best self-shifters around. 

What I don’t expect is the Cayman’s gorgeous spine- 
tingling exhaust note. Aurally, I was sure the Jaguar 
would be the pick of the three with its quad pipes, V8 
growl and rich, crackly overrun. But spin the Cayman’s 
3.8-litre flat-six past 4500rpm and its high-pitched wail 
is more than a match for the F-Type’s V8 bellow. 

Try as they might, though, neither the Jag nor the 
Porsche can match the Caterham for sheer on-track 
thrills. At Haunted Hills, the Caterham offers a level of 
performance, fun and connection that almost makes up 
for its usability shortcomings. 

With the sun sinking and the track at last dry, it’s 
the Caterham I take for one final lash. Twenty minutes 
later I clamber out, biceps bulging like a boxing 
kangaroo and my hair so full of wildlife that National 
Parks wants to investigate, but honestly, I don’t care. 


rTYPE 1 



The size of my smile is matched only by the number of 
marks on my face and arms from flying stones, each a 
badge of honour to the realisation Fve just experienced 
driving heaven. If the Caterham is tiresome, cramped 
and uncomfortable on the road, on the track it’s a 
refreshing reminder of what can be achieved with 
passion and simple bare-bones engineering. 

Yet this brilliance can’t overcome the Caterham’s 
everyday issues. As a track tool, the Caterham is the 
best car here, but as a car to drive on public roads, it’s 
easily the worst. The smiles and excitement it creates at 
the track just can’t make up for the tiring grind 
real-world ownership would bring. 

Then there’s the question of price. In this spec, 
with an optional limited-slip diff, close-ratio six-speed 
manual and Fl-inspired livery, the Caterham costs a 
whopping $106,361. That’s only $290 less than an entry- 
level manual Porsche Cayman. 

Which brings us to the GTS. In many ways the 
Porsche is the pick of the trio. Its interior is virtually 
faultless (only a lack of storage lets it down) and its 
dynamics are so polished and refined, both on and 
off the track, it begs the question of what more you 
could want from a sports car. Even its as-tested price 
of $185,540 doesn’t seem unreasonable, especially 
compared to the F-Type’s lofty $257,415 (with $20K 
ceramic brakes, remember). If this were a normal 
Wheels comparison, the Cayman would win, it’s that 
good. But this isn’t, so it doesn’t. Numbers and figures 
aren’t the currency here, smiles and adrenalin are, and 
in this department the F-Type is a clear winner. 

The big bad Jag is not only the most fun, it has a 
streak of character and sense of theatre lacking in the 
others. It’s also a high-end sports car that people love. 
Attracting attention is a given in cars like these, but 
it’s often not the fawning admiration you’d expect. 

Drive a Ferrari or Lamborghini and you generate love 
and vitriol in equal measure, yet somehow the F-Type 
Coupe R pacifies this. 

Of this trio, it’s the Jag that draws the warmest 
glow, the most smartphone happy-snaps and, with the 
active exhaust open, the highest number of bleeding 
eardrums. The F-Type will not only set your pulse 
racing every time you drive it, but make you feel 
special. Exactly what a great sports car should do. 

W@thealexinwood 
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Put a lid on it 


CATERHAM admits the 
CSR175 is a car “best 
enjoyed on a mild day 
with the roof off”, but 
that doesn’t mean it’s 
unbearable when the 
weather turns sour. 

Standard equipment 
includes a PVC soft-top 
and a set of plastic 
sidescreens, which when 
clipped into place provide 
adequate protection 
against the elements. 
When removed, the roof 
and door flaps stow neatly 
into the 120-litre boot. 

Optional wind deflectors 
are also available, as are 
fabric half side-screens, 
which are designed to 
stop stones entering the 
cabin. They also improve 
the car’s aerodynamics. 




in-line 4, dohc, 16v 


1.999 litres 

127kW@7200rpm 

177Nm@6000rpm 


5.000 litres 

405kW @ 6500rpm 

680Nm @ 3500rpm 


8-speecl automatic 

Chassis 

steel/aluminium, no doors, 2 seats aluminium, 2 doors, 2 seats 

4470/1923/1321/2622mm 

1586/1628mm 


315 litres 

98 octane/70 litres 
1 5.1 L/1 00km (test average) 

Front: double A-arms, coil springs, 
adaptive dampers, anti-roll bar 
Rear: double A-arms, coil springs, 
adaptive dampers, anti-roll bar 
power rack-and-pinion 

10.7m (2.3 turns lock-to-lock) 


Speed in gears 


71km/h @ 6600rpm 


106km/h@6600rpm 



$219, 130/As tested $ 257 , 415 *^ 

Drivetrain 


$160, 900/As tested $ 185 , 490 *^ 

Drivetrain 


V8 (90°), dohc, 32v, supercharged flat 6, dohc, 24v 


front engine (north-south), rear drive front engine (north-south), rear drive mid engine (north-south), rear drive 


carbon-cemmicdiscs (398mm) 
carbon-ceramic discs (380mm) 
Pirelli P Zero 

255/35R20 (f), 295/30R20 (r) 

Safety 

not tested 

Performance | 

Power to weight:245kW per tonne 
Redline/cut-out: 6600/6800rpm 

Speed at indicated lOOkm/h: 95 


158km/h @6600rpm 


200km/h @6600rpm 


259km/h @6600rpm 
300km/h @ 5950rpm* 


295km/h @4900rpm 


287km/h@3800rpm 


Standing-start acceleration 


O-ZOkm/h: 0 8sec 


0-40km/h : 1 6sec 
0-60km/h: 2 3sec 

O-SOkm/h: 3 2sec 

O-IOOkm/h: 4 2sec 
O-IZOkm/h: 5 5sec 
0-140kni/h: 6.9sec 
0-160km/h: 8 6sec 


O-ISOkm/ii: 10.5sec 
O-ZOOkm/h: 13 Osec 

0-400ni: 12.2sec @ 194.1km/h 


Rolling acceleration: Drive 
SO-IZOkm/h: 2 4se c 
Rraking distance 
100km/h-0: 35 5m 


Presence: V8 balls and bravado; great 
sttyling; that incredible noise! 

Woolly steering; expensive to 
insure; destroys rear tyres 

Track: Heathcote Raceway, dry. Temp: 28°C. Driver: 
Alex Inwood. * Manufacturer’s claim. 

Warranty: 3yr/unlimited km. Service interval: 
variable. Redbook 3-year resale 54%. AAMI 
insurance $5986. 

** Includes carbon-ceramic brakes ($20,250), 
power tailgate ($1100), panoramic roof ($2000), 
blind-spot detection ($1500), seat memory pack 
($2040), leather pack ($4700), parking pack 
($1725), convenience pack ($4320) and exterior 
black pack ($650). 


3.436 litres 

250kW@ 7400rpm 
380Nm@4750-5800rpm 

7-speed dual-clutch 

Chassis 

steel/aluminium, 2 doors, 2 seats 
4404/1801/1284/2475mm 
1526/1540mm 
1375kg 

150 litres (f), 275 litres (r) 

98 octane/64 litres 

12.8L/100km (test average) 

Front: struts, multi-links, adaptive 
dampers, anti-roll bar Rear: struts, 
multi-links, adaptive dampers, 
anti-roll bar 

electric rack-and-pinion 

11.0m (2.6 turns lock-to-lock) 
ventilated/drilled discs (330mm) 

ventilated/drilled discs (290mm) 
Pirelli P Zero 

235/35R20(f),265/35R20(r) 95Y(r) 

Safety 

★★★★★ (Euro) 


Performance 

Power to weight: 182kW per tonne 
^ Redline/cut-out: 7600 /7900rpm 
Speed at ind icated l OOkm / h: 98 
Speed in gears 

65km/h @ 7600rpm 

112km/h @ 7600rpm 

155km/h @ 7600rpm 
196km/h @ 7600rpm 
236km/h @ 7600rpm 

285km/h @ 7 4 75rpm* 

_28_5km/h ^OZOOrpnf' 

Standing-start acceleration 
O-ZOkm/h: 0 8sec 


0-40kni/h: 1 5sec 

O-SOkm/h: 2 3sec 

O-SOkm/h: 3 4sec 

O-IOOkm/h: 4 7sec 
O-IZOkm/h: 6 2sec 

0-140kni/h: 81 sec 

O-ISOkm/h: 10 4sec 

O-ISOkm/h: 13 2sec 

O-ZOOkm/h: 16 8sec 

0-400m: 12.8sec @ 178.0km/h 
Rolling acceleration: 3rd gear 


SO-IZOkm/h: 3 Osec 
Rraking distance 
lOOkm/h-0: 34 8m 


9.0/10 


Beautiful interior; gorgeous flat-six 
wail; all the sports car you could need 

Limited interior storage; test car 
wasn't a six-speed manual 

Track: Heathcote Raceway, dry. Temp: 30°C. 

Driver: Alex Inwood. * Manufacturer’s claim. 
Warranty: 3yr/unlimited km. Service interval: 

9 months/15,000km. Redbook 3-year resale 62%. 
AAMI insurance $3986. 

** Includes GTS interior package ($7490), 7-speed 
PDK ($6290), special paint ($5390), black wheels 
($2890) and park-assist ($2580). 
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HO would’ve thought that 
the traditional station wagon 
would become an anti-fashion 
statement? Once upon a time, 
that ignominy belonged to 
families lumped with a 55- or 
60-series Landcruiser, but today 
the aspirational vehicle of the 
working and middle classes 
appears to be an SUV of some 
kind, in all its rapidly expanding 
forms. Which leaves the mid-size 
wagon where exactly? 

On the shopping lists of the 
clever folk, that’s where. Lighter, 
faster, thriftier, more space- 
efficient, easier to park and more 
fun to drive than their jacked-up 
nemeses, about the only area where 
the traditional wagon apparently 
doesn’t score is in the kid-loading 
department. Or does it? 

The beauty of indulging in a 
medium wagon from a bourgeois 
brand is what you get for the money. 
Close to 50 thousand smackeroos 
is plenty to spend on a top-shelf 
model, but you’ll be left wanting for 
almost nothing. And if being true to 
type seems a little predictable, as 


championed by Ford’s all-new Mondeo Titanium wagon 
and Mazda’s freshly facelifted 6 GT wagon, then how 
about Subaru’s new-generation, all-wheel-drive Outback 
Premium or Citroen’s haute couture seven-seat Grand 
C4 Picasso for the same money? 

Nearly 50 grand for a European Ford turbo-diesel 
might seem a fair wedge, but that’s at least $10K less 
than BMW’s entry-level 318d Touring, not to mention 
$15K less than a Benz C200 BlueTec diesel estate, and 
more than $20K less than Audi’s sole A4 diesel wagon, 
the Allroad TDI. And you get everything but a Fijian 
holiday for the Mondeo’s $49,340 sticker, including 
10-way electric heated front seats, leather trim, seat 
heaters for the outer rear passengers, rear seatbelt 
airbags, a full-length glass roof (with sunroof), 18-inch 
rims, dynamic LED headlights with daytime running 
lights and sequential indicators, radar cruise, city auto- 
brake, pre-collision assist and park assist. Options total 
zero, unless you count ‘prestige’ paint ($450) or two 
alternate 18-inch alloy wheel designs. 

Ford’s former bed partner and now confirmed 
bachelor, Mazda, offers a similarly stacked deck for 
near-identical money, and a similarly sizeable saving 
over premium-brand Euros. Our test 6 GT Diesel 
wagon ($47,220) was straight out of the box, though an 
optional safety pack with rear cross-traffic alert, blind- 
spot monitoring and city auto-brake would’ve taken its 
total to a still-competitive $48,280, with a sunroof, 19s, 
heated front seats, a head-up instrument display and 
adaptive LED headlights garnishing the deal. For those 
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Cornering LED 

Interior kills it for 

m 

headlights and striking 

comfort and quietness. 

1 

sequential indicators 

if not colour and 


give Mondeo presence 

texture. Has lots of tech 



Superb boot with 
luggage dividers. Panel 
fit of test car’s electric 
tailgate not so great 




On Trend 

PRETTY as the Mondeo 
Titanium’s expensive 
LED headlights and 
funky sequential blinkers 
might be, it’s not quite 
the all-rounder its lesser 
Mondeo Trend sibling is. 

On smaller 17-inch 
wheels with quieter 
tyres, the Trend is 
more refined than the 
Titanium, while still 
offering plenty of grip. 

But it’s inside where the 
differences are most 
obvious. The Trend’s 
climate-control set-up 
not only looks classier 
but is much easier to 
use, and its Alcantara 
seat inserts have more 
give than the Titanium’s 
leather, making the 
Mondeo’s already 
excellent seating even 
more plush. 

Best of all, it costs 
substantially less. Our 
pick would be a Trend 
petrol hatch ($37,290), 
seeing as the wagon is 
diesel-only, though the 
oiler’s $42,340 price is 
still competitive. 





Beautifully trimmed 
boot disguises a full- 
size 18-inch spare 
under a clip-up floor 


Vast room and an 
awesome view, though 
you sit on Outback’s 
seats, not in them 
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Cabin design neat 
and well-finished but 
predictable. New centre 
touchscreen is terrific 






wanting the full safety suite, there’s an even pricier 
Atenza variant ($50,920) that looks identical to the 
GT yet adds radar cruise, adaptive high-beam, forward 
collision warning, lane assist and lane-departure 
warning to impress the kidlets. 

Curiously, Subaru’s Outback Premium turbo-diesel 
isn’t available with the ‘Eyesight’ safety tech offered on 
the top-spec petrol, though the well-equipped Subie’s 
carrot is a super-competitive $43,490 list price. For that 
you get plenty of metal for the money, given Outback’s 
4815mm length, and an SUV-ish aspect thanks to its 
1675mm height - making it taller than Citroen’s MPV - 
with the added benefit of 213mm ground clearance and 
full-time all-wheel drive. Otherwise, the Outback 2.0D 
Premium’s equipment list is par for the course, though 
hill-descent control and a full-size 18-inch alloy spare 
will impress anyone with aspirations of getting their 
fingernails dirty. 

The Citroen is the odd man out, for good reason. 

As one of the sexiest people-movers of all time, it’s so 
goddamn stylish that its MPV categorisation carries 
minimal ‘mumsy’ baggage. And it proves you can have 
seven seats for the price of five, with a slimline pair 
best suited to children or small adults folding away into 
its rear floor, without affecting boot space. 

It has an appealing starting price, too - $44,990 - 
though our test car came with metallic paint ($800), 
an electric tailgate ($1000), and a full leather interior 
($5000), raising its total to a fairly premium $51,750. 
While $5K for full cow is the price of a quality lounge, 
it does include massaging and heated front seats, an 
electric ottoman for the front passenger, ‘butterfly’ 
headrests, LED courtesy lights for the second-row 


tray tables and third-row air-con. That’s over and 
above unique features such as its 360-degree parking 
camera displayed on a 12-inch high-definition centre 
instrument screen, and three individually adjustable 
and slideable centre-row seats. 

All four contenders tread a similar path in the engine 
department, with a few key differences. Unlike its 
six-speed automatic rivals, the Subaru uses a 
‘Lineartronic’ CVT to power all four wheels, and unlike 
its 2.0-litre four-cylinder turbo-diesel compatriots, 
the Mazda boasts a 2.2-litre capacity for its brilliant 
‘SkyActiv-D’ turbo-diesel. 

It’s no exaggeration that Mazda’s force-fed oiler is 
one of the finest diesel engines in existence. Smooth 
and vibration-free, yet also muscular and amazingly 
free-revving, the 6’s 129kW/420Nm diesel has a redline 
that isn’t a pipedream, and will extend to 5700rpm 
without choking itself to death. Steering-wheel paddles 
enhance the fun factor on twisty roads, all to the tune 
of a sporty induction note, yet Mazda’s SkyActiv diesel 
is actually more refined than its petrol equivalent when 
giving its all. 

And boy can it give. The faster the pace, the clearer 
the Mazda’s lead, though Ford’s ageing but able turbo- 
diesel runs it surprisingly close. Where the 6 sounds 
genuinely sporty, the Mondeo still sounds like a 
diesel, though it’ll rev to nearly 5000rpm while pulling 
strongly - much better than the somewhat breathless 
Citroen - and it boasts an excellent dual-clutch gearbox 
that’s as lag-free as the Mazda’s auto. 

In rolling response, the Mondeo is also on the money, 
though its hefty 1707kg mass - 118kg more than the 
Mazda - ultimately dampens its 132kW/400Nm outputs. 
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and its real-world economy. While 9.2L/100km over a 
fairly hard-driven route is still pretty good for such a 
capacious wagon, even the heavier all-wheel-drive 
Outback managed to out-sip it (8.7L/100km), not to 
mention the Mazda (8.3L/100km) and the light, 
efficient Citroen (7.9L/100km). 

The Grand C4 Picasso is actually a much better bus 
than anyone’s given it credit for. While one of PSA’s 
beefier diesels - like the 133kW/400Nm unit in the 
308 GT HDi - would be a better fit, there’s essentially 
nothing wrong with the Picasso’s 110kW/370Nm version, 
or its off-the-line punch and fluency on the move. It’s 
not an inspiring diesel like the Mazda’s, and loses its 
lustre approaching its 4700rpm ceiling, though Citroen 
claims she’ll nudge 207km/h given a long enough road. 
Somewhere in Germany. 

The Outback’s intriguing flat-four diesel - the only 
one of its type in the world - is even less keen on revs 
and is more obviously a compression-ignition engine, 
though it’s a sweet one. Done and dusted by 4000rpm, 
if you nail the Outback Premium’s throttle pedal, its 
CVT reverts to stepped ratios (like Nissan’s X-Trail and 
Qashqai CVTs), slurring upshifts home at just 3950rpm 
while sounding quite a bit faster than it actually is. But 
despite Outback’s impressive urban driveability and 
its transmission’s all-round goodness, the boxer diesel 
struggles to overcome its power-to-weight deficit, as a 
tardy 7.7sec from 80-120km/h proves. That’s a full two 
seconds adrift of the Mazda. 

Yet the Subaru fails to allow its relative lethargy to 
affect its cross-country ability. Tackling Australia’s big 
distances with enthusiasm, the Outback is quiet and 
relaxed, displaying good body control and nice balance 
through faster corners, despite its elevated ride height 
and mud-and-snow tyres. Add excellent visibility and 
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Biggest boot of the 
group hides an extra 
pair of seats, and has a 
removable torch! 


Airy cabin and all-glass 
roof a claustrophobe’s 
dream. Thank heaven 
for multi-row air-con! 


Utility extends to seat-back 
tray tables, lidded bins in 
the rear floor and storage 
compartments galore 



an imperious SUV-rivalling driving position and you 
can see why Subaru is currently flogging Outbacks like 
nobody’s business. 

At a decent clip, its steering isn’t too bad, being 
reasonably accurate and less intrusively weighted, 
but at more sedate speeds it proves Outback’s main 
dynamic weakness. Often heavy and treacly, to the 
point where it can make your thumbs ache driving at a 
quarter-to-three wheel position, the Outback’s Oz-tuned 
steering set-up improves in really twisty stuff. But it 
ultimately can’t escape its jacked-up reality. Those 
all-terrain tyres exacerbate its lack of front-end point, 
making it understeer more than it should. And while 
there’s a good chassis underneath the Outback, without 
the Liberty’s road-biased tyres and lower centre-of- 
gravity, it’s all washed down the drain, along with any 
memories of GT and Spec-B wagons. 

In contrast, the Mondeo is brilliant. While almost 
as heavy as the all-paw Subie, it has a fluidity of 
movement that elevates it beyond all others here. 
Ultimately, it isn’t as overtly sporting as the Mazda 
when having the pants driven off it, but the oiled and 
nuanced cohesion in everything it does is exemplary. 

Its driving position is perfect, its polished steering is 
crisply interactive, and even on fat and grippy 18s, the 
ride is supple, controlled and quiet (if not as brilliant 
as lesser Mondeos on smaller wheels). It would take a 
cleverly specced 3 Series to outhandle a Mondeo, and 
even then I doubt it could match the Ford’s silky ride/ 
handling balance. Here is a mid-size, mainstream-brand 
front-driver that gives away nothing to premium-badge 
social-climbers. 

As a sporty Euro-flavoured, Japanese-engineered 
wagon, the Mazda 6 occupies the territory once 
dominated by Subaru’s Liberty. With sharp, carving 
handling and loads of grip, not to mention that 
stunning turbo-diesel engine, the 6 GT is a proper 
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All-new centre console 
and upholstered dash 
fascia transform 
facelifted Mazda 6 


Doors hold 1.5L bottles 
up front, IL rear. Cabin 
quality is flawless, with 
supple leather trim 




Full-electric front seats 
not as cushy as Ford’s, 
but passenger finally 
gets cushion height/tilt 


sports wagon that also happens to look the part. It’s 
a real driver’s car. 

And an improved one. The facelifted model’s revised 
steering is lighter, creamier and more consistent 
than before - if still mildly prone to kickback when 
pushed hard through rippled corners - matched to a 
more absorbent and quieter ride. But alongside the 
Mondeo’s almost nerdy dynamic excellence, the 6’s 
sharper reactions to bumps, greater noise intrusion and 
slight float in its front suspension when tackling poorly 
surfaced country roads four-up mean it isn’t quite the 
all-rounder that its former cousin is. 

Surprisingly, the Citroen has both the firmest ride 
and the most road noise, though neither are intrusive 
enough to be offensive. What it does have is excellent 
damping control and an unexpected ability to tackle 
roads of all kinds with enthusiasm and amusement, 
begging the question “is this the greatest-handling 
MPV of all time?” 

Quite possibly. The C4 is superbly balanced and 
lets its Peugeot 308 DNA shine through in its rear-end 
involvement in corners. Torsion-beam bum or not, the 
Citroen is both fun and confidence-inspiring, even on 
the torrentially wet roads of our drive loop, though you 
tend to drive more on the feel of its chassis than what 
you experience through its steering. And why is its 
steering-wheel boss so big? In a Citroen ferchrissake? 
And its shift paddles don’t move with the wheel, 
making life rather busy on really windy roads. 

But what a view. The Citroen’s ‘Zenith’ windscreen 
enables its sunvisors and front headlining to be slid 
right back to above the driver’s head and, combined 
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with a full-length glass ceiling, it gives a unique 
mise-en-scene best not experienced in the height of 
summer. Thankfully, all three rows get climate-control 
vents, the middle with its own fan controls. 

There are other quirky touches, such as the futuristic, 
interesting and informative dashboard with multiple 
screens and a column-mounted gearshift wand that is 
small, light and simple. If only the steering wheel was 
the same and didn’t hide the column stalks. 

Like its ride quality, the Citroen’s seats are firmly 
padded and at their best in the front row. With 
supportive bolsters and three-position side armrests, 
the C4’s front buckets are great for big distances. Its 
middle trio aren’t quite as comfy, with hard backrests 
lacking a bit in the lumbar-support department, but 
each seat has its own fore-aft adjustment and will 
semi-recline, like on a plane, with neck-pillow headrests 
if you option full leather. Indeed, the Citroen is the 
only true five-seater here, plus it has another pair 
stashed in the rear floor, and easily the biggest boot 
(632-793 litres beneath the parcel shelf, depending on 
middle seat position). 

The Mondeo’s interior is about as predictable as a 
politician’s lies, and about as colourful as Canberra’s 
architecture, but it works. Superb front seats - easily 
the best here - plus a great steering wheel and 
fabulous audio quality are appreciated every time you 
drive it, plus there’s ample room to complement its 
excellent ride and refinement. Even better for its 
load-lugging functionality, the Mondeo wagon scores 
a decently sized boot with Audi-style side rails that 
allow you to slide a luggage net and rail dividers to 







hold cargo in place. Smooth to operate and brilliantly 
effective, it’s this level of functional cleverness that will 
keep traditional wagons relevant. 

But the Mondeo can’t match the facelifted Mazda 
6’s interior presentation, nor its feeling of expense. 

The Mazda looks and feels premium, like a Japanese 
Audi, and it’s this sort of quality that will keep buyers 
hunting in the mainstream-brand wolf pack. 

The Mazda’s perforated leather seats aren’t quite as 
plush as the Ford’s, but its trim is of a higher quality, 
and it has more rear headroom thanks to a shorter 
sunroof. Its Bose stereo doesn’t quite have the Ford’s 
staging clarity, and it has more hollow bass, but this is 
all nit-picking because the 6’s rise to interior excellence 
deserves to be praised. And so does its still-brilliant 
‘Karakuri’ rear-seat backrest that folds almost flat in 
the flick of a switch, though the 6 is the only car here 
without an electric tailgate. 

The Subaru doesn’t have the Mazda’s colour and 
design flair, but is of a similar quality. It’s hugely roomy, 
with a commanding view from every position, though 
you sit on the Subaru’s seats, not in them. It’s closer to 
being a full five-seater than the Ford and Mazda, with 
a rear backrest that can be reclined in three positions, 
and it uniquely squeezes a full-size 18-inch alloy 
spare wheel into a package that also includes a rear 
driveshaft. Plus, Subaru’s new infotainment touchscreen 
thingy is superb - especially compared to the fiddly 
piece of shite it replaces - with terrific audio quality. 

However, it’s the Outback that brings up the rear 
in this compare, mainly due to the strength of its 
competition. The new-gen Subaru is a seriously good 
car, with the space and spec to tempt swinging SUV 
buyers away from the dark side. And it’s a guaranteed 
winner for country folk who value its road ability, 
its durability and its evergreen residual value. But a 
Liberty wagon with a similar level of attention to its 
suspension tune would have had a better chance here, 
and that car sadly doesn’t exist. 

The best thing about the Citroen is that it’s hard to 
categorise. Much sexier than an MPV, yet similarly 
space efficient, it’s a surprising contender in the fun- 
to-drive stakes, and it’ll have design types all aflutter 
with its quirky, airy, interesting interior. But its cabin 
materials aren’t quite up to PSA’s recent best, and its 
seats and ride comfort could use some finessing, to the 
benefit of overall passenger comfort. It also has a pretty 
dismal projected three-year resale value (44 percent), 
though its six-year, unlimited-kilometre warranty 
provides hope, as does Citroen Australia’s revival of 
fortunes since joining management forces with Peugeot. 

So, Mazda versus Ford. It’s 626 versus Telstar for a 
new era, except this time they share absolutely nothing, 
besides all-round ability. The 6 is the sportier of the 
two, and prettier, with a higher-quality interior and one 
of the greatest diesel drivetrains in existence. But the 
Mondeo’s polished refinement, dynamic fluency and 
overall comfort make it the new global benchmark for 
driving quality in the mid-size sector, even alongside 
premium-badge entrants. 

Yet Mondeo misses exactly where the 6 scores, 
making this test an extremely close one to call. The 
Mazda is a fine wagon and an almost classless object 
of desire, mixing Japanese reliability with Euro-style 
design flair. As a neat wagon for an active couple, it 
triumphs. But if you want your wagon to cop everything 
your family can throw at it, balanced with the stress- 
reducing qualities of class-leading comfort and 
refinement, the Mondeo remains unmatched. vV> 
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L/W/H/W-B 
Front/rear track 


Boot capacity 
Fuel/capacity 
Fuel consumption 
Suspension 


Turning Circle 
Front brakes 
Bear brakes 




$44, 990/As tested $51,750** 

Drivetrain 

in-line 4, dohc, 16v, turbq_-di^sel 
front engine (east-west), front drive 
199700 

110kW@4000rpm 
370Nm@2000-2500rpm 
6-speed automatic 

I Chassis 

steel, 5 d oors, 7 seats 

4600/1826/1644/2840mm 

1573/1576mm 

1440kg 

632-793 litres 

diesel/5 5 litres 

7.9L/100k m (test average) 

Front: struts, A-arms, anti-roll bar 
Rear: torsion beam, coil springs, 
anti-roll bar 

electric rack-and-pinion 
10.8rTiJ3.0 turns lock-to-lock) 
^^ntilated discs (3 04mm) 
solid discs (290mm) 

Miche lin PnmacyJHP 
205/55R17"95V’~ 

Safety 


$49, 490/As tested $49,940** $47,220/As tested $47,400** $43,490/As tested $43,490 


in-line 4, dohc, 16v, turbo-diesel in-line 4, dohc, 16v, turbo-diesel 


flat 4, dohc, 16v, turbo-diesel 


front engine (east-west), front drive 
199700 

132kW@3500rpm 
400Nm@2000-2500rpm 
6-speed dual-clutch 

steel, 5 doors, 5 seats 

4867/1852/1501/2850mm 

1599/1595mm 


front engine (east-west), front drive 
2191CC 


front engine (north-south), all drive 
1998CC 


129kW@4500rpm 


420Nm@2000rpm 


6-speed automatic 

steel, 5 doors, 5 seats 
4800/1840/1480/2750mm 


110kW@3600r_pm 
350Nm@ 1600-2800rpm 
CVT automatic 

steel, 5 doors, 5 seats 
4815/1840/1675/2745mm 


1595/1585mm 


1570/1580mm 


1707kg 


488 litres 


1589kg 


1723kg 


506 litres 


512 litres 


diesel/60 litres 


diesel/62 litres 


diesel/60 litres 


9.2L/100km (test average) 


8.3L/100km (test average) 


8.7L/100km (test average) 


It: struts, A-arms, anti-roll bar 
Rear: multi-links, coil springs, 
anti-roll bar 

electric rack-and-pinion 


Front: struts, A-arms, anti-roll 
bar Rear: multi-links, coil springs, 
anti-roll bar 


Front: struts, A-arms, anti-roll bar 
Rear: double A-arms, coil springs, 
anti-roll bar 


11.6m (2.8 turns lock-to-lock) 
ventilated discs (316mm) 
solid discs (306mm) 

Continental ContiSportCont act5 
235/45R18 98Y 


electric rack-and-pinion 


electric rack-and-pinion 


11.0m (2.6 turns lock-to-lock) 


11.0m (2.8 turns lock-to-lock) 


ventilated discs (297mm) 
solid discs (278mm) 
Bridgestone Turanza T001 
225/45R19 92W 


ventilated discs (316mm) 
ventilated discs (300mm) 
Bridgestone Dueler H/P Sport 
225/60R18100V 


★★★★★ (Euro) 


★★★★★ (AUS) 


★★★★★ (AUS) 


1 Performance 

Performance 

Performance 

Performance 

1 Power to weight: 76kW per tonne 

Power to weight: 77kW per tonne 

Power to weight: 81kW per tonne 

Power to weight: 69kW per tonne 

" Redline/cut-out: 4750/4700rpm 

Redline/cut-out: 4700/5000rpm 

Redline/cut-out: 5000/5700rpm 

Redline/cut-out: 4400/4300rpm 

1 Speed at indicated lOOkm/h: 97 | 

Speed at indicated lOOkm/h: 97 

Speed at indicated lOOkm/h: 96 

Speed at indicated lOOkm/h: 97 

Speed in gears 

Speed in gears 

Speed in gears 

Speed in gears 

43km/h @4700rpm 

38km/h@4700rpm 

49km/h@5000rpm 

41km/h @4300rpm 

76km/h @4700rpm 

70km/h@4700rpm 

85km/h @ 5000rpm 

62km/h @4300rpm 

123km/h @4700rpm 

114km/h @4700rpm 

117km/h@5000rpm 

91km/h@4300rpm 

168km/h @4700rpm 

164km/h @4700rpm 

170km/h@5000rpm 

122km/h @4300rpm 

207km/h @4325rpm* ' 

217km/h@4720rpm* 

215km/h @4480rpm* 

158km/h @4300rpm 

191km/h @3150rpm* 

201km/h@3500rpm* 

204km/h @3600rpm* 

192km/h @ 4160rpm* -p 7th gear 




192km/h@ 3350rpm* 

Standing-start acceleration 

Standing-start acceleration 

Standing-start acceleration 

Standing-start acceleration 

0-20km/h: 11 sec 

1.3sec 

D-2Dkm/h: 1 3sec 

I.Osec 

0-40km/h: 2 4sec 

2.7sec 

D-4Dkm/h: 2 5sec 

2.3sec 

0-60km/h: 41 sec 

4.2sec 

D-6Dkm/h: 3 9sec 

4.2sec 

0-80km/h: 6 7sec 

6.5sec 

D-8Dkm/h: 5 8sec 

6.7sec 

0-100km/h: 9 6sec i 

9.1sec 

D-IDDkm/h: 8 2sec 

9.9sec 

0-120km/h: 13 5sec 

12.5sec 

D-12Dkm/h: 11 4sec 

14.3sec 

0-140km/h: 18 6sec 

16.8sec 

D-14Dkm/h:15 4sec 

20.8sec 

0-160km/h: - 

23.1sec 

D-16Dkm/h: 21 6sec 

- 

0-400m: 16.9sec @ 134.0km/h 

16.6sec@ 139.3km/h 

D-4DDm:16.1sec@142.9km/h 

17.0sec@129.9km/h 

Rolling acceleration: Drive i 

Rolling acceleration: Drive 

Rolling acceleration: Drive 

Rolling acceleration: Drive 

80-120km/h: 6 6sec j 

5.9sec 

8D-12Dkm/h: 5 7sec 

7.7sec 

Braking distance 

Braking distance 

Braking distance 

Braking distance 

^ lOOkm/h-D: 37 9m 

36.9m 

IDDkm/h-D: 37 Om 

38.0m 


7.5/10 


8.0/10 


8.0/10 


Chic design; excellent handling; cabin 
flexibility; fuel efficiency; warranty 

Firm ride; firm seats; mediocre 
stereo; beiow-average resaie | 

Track: Sydney Dragway, damp and fog. Temp: 15“C. 
Driver: Nathan Ponchard. * Manufacturer’s claim. 
Warranty: 6yr/unlimited km. Service interval: 

12 months/15, 000km. Redbook 3-year resale: 44%. 
AAMI insurance: $1091. 

** Includes electric tailgate ($1000), metallic paint 
($800) and full leather interior ($5000) 


Superb dynamics; excellent driving 
position; refinement; equipment 

Diesei a bit gruff; dark cabin; 
weight; thirstier than its rivais 

Track: Sydney Dragway, damp and fog. Temp: 15“C. 
Driver: Nathan Ponchard. * Manufacturer’s claim. 
Warranty: 3yr/100, 000km. Service interval: 

12 months/15,000km. Redbook 3-year resale: 

46%. AAMI insurance: $1132. 

** Includes prestige paint ($450) 


Stunning engine; great styling; sharp 
chassis; much-improved interior 

Can't quite match Mondeo's dynamic 
poiish, or its thumping audio quality ] 

Track: Sydney Dragway, damp and fog. Temp: 15“C. 
Driver: Nathan Ponchard. * Manufacturer’s claim. 
Warranty: 3yr/unlimited km. Service interval: 

12 months/10,000km. Redbook 3-year resale: 

55%. AAMI insurance: $1116. 

** Includes carpeted floor mats ($180) 


7.0/10 


All-wheel-drive grip; beautifully 
finished; terrific vision; space; resale 

Steering can feel viscous at urban 
speeds; lacks front-end point 

Track: Sydney Dragway, damp and fog. Temp: 16“C. 
Driver: Nathan Ponchard. * Manufacturer’s claim. 
Warranty: 3yr/unlimited km. Service interval: 

6 months/12, 500km. Redbook 3-year resale: 64%. 
AAMI insurance: $1042. 
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A twisting road stalked by gutters, rock walls, towns, 
humps and drop-offs, and those nutters on their TT 
bikes average 213km/h despite all those dangers! 

What better place to farewell AMG’s insane 6.2-litre V8 
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HAVE seen the walls, and I can 
barely comprehend how the motorcycles 
average 213km/h for an entire lap, let 
alone nudge 300km/h through here. This is 
. town, with hedgerows and houses lining the 
road. And the English build their houses very, 
very close to the road. It has telegraph poles and 
gutters and intersections, yet the bikes hit 300 on this 
downhill stretch, threading the needle through town at 
an astonishing 90 metres per second. 

I have touched the walls, and they do not yield. 
They’re made of big bluestone rocks, piled one on 
top of the other, some jutting, some sharp. The riders 
come through here fully cranked, leaning hard into 
the bends, tearing their leathers as they brush the 
bluestone bricks with their knees. Apexing, it’s called. 

I’m sitting on the wall, an AMG C63 Black parked 
nearby, trying to imagine what it must feel like for the 
mad motorcyclists, these Isle of Man TT competitors. 
Surreal, like a speeded up computer game perhaps? 

But with all too real consequences if they get it wrong. 
And many do. 

The Isle of Man TT is the deadliest motorsport event 
in the world. It has claimed 245 competitors since it 
began in 1907. Not to mention the countless brave 
(and crazy) enthusiasts who have died on Mad Sunday, 
when the track is opened to the motorcycling public. 
Compare that to the Nurburgring’s death toll (68), 


Indianapolis (56) and even Dakar (45) and you begin to 
understand the courage it takes to compete here. 

I set myself a challenge. I want to experience what 
these insane bikers do. I want to feel the rush and feed 
off the adrenalin as the world whips by at a frightening 
velocity. But it’s not June, so it’s not race week. There 
are speed limits through the towns dotted around the 
60.7km Snaefell Mountain Course that pretty much laps 
the Isle of Man. Outside those towns, however, there are 
no speed limits. In the mountains between Ramsey and 
Douglas there are never any speed limits, and very few 
cars. God bless the Isle of Man. 

But I’m not on a race bike, and the road is not closed, 
so it would be madness to chase 300. Instead, I set 
myself the challenge to hit - and sustain, at least for 
a while - 213km/h. That’s the lap record average set 
in 2014 by Kiwi Bruce Anstey. By comparison, Greg 
Murphy’s Bathurst lap record average is only 176. 

Heading out of town at 50km/h, the Black’s V8 barely 
off idle, I can’t stop thinking about two-wheeled rockets 
pounding down this concrete and bluestone chute at 
maximum attack, their riders protected by nothing 
more than a thin leather skin. For them, death waits 
behind a missed gear or a misjudged braking point. 
And, just in case they forget, there’s a cemetery right 
beside the startline. 

^ Melbourne plumber Cam Donald has contested seven 
Isle of Man TTs for two wins. He spearheads Norton’s ^ 
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MAN STATS 


First TT race 
Lap distance 
Average speed 
Fatalities ' 
Most wins: -- 
Joey Dunlop 
Bruce Anstey’s 
2014 lap record 


wMan 


7 Joey 

' // Dunlop 

ronk-y-Voddy // Memorial 


Douglas 


high-profile assault on the 2015 event, to be held as 
this issue of Wheels went to print. 

“I see the TT as a numbers game. If you keep coming 
back, sooner or later it’s going to catch you out,” he 
says. But he wouldn’t have it any other way: “Everyone 
that races here knows the dangers and they accept 
them, and they ride accordingly. I think it’s sad that 
we’re all wrapped in cotton wool these days and there 
are so few opportunities to do anything dangerous.” 

Bridget Dobbs knows the toll better than most. Her 
husband. New Zealander Paul Dobbs, died here in 2010. 

“You can’t possibly ban it,” Bridget said when 
interviewed for TT documentary Closer to the Edge. “It’s 
like a monster; it’s bigger than the rest of us. People 
have said you only really know you’re alive when you’re 
so close to death ... We love those photos of riders’ 
heads so close to the stone walls. The reason we love 
them is because they’re so astonishing.” 

On the approach to the Gooseneck section outside 
Ramsey, a bluestone wall bulges alarmingly, the weight 
of a mountain distending it like a huge, angry pimple. 
But instead of re-profiling the wall to ensure riders 
don’t have their heads ripped off, organisers just 
painted the bulge white. 
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LEFT TO RIGHT: AUSSIE 
ACE CAM DONALD GETS 
SOME AIRTIME; BUTLER 
CALMS FRAYED NERVES 
IN THE BALLAUGH PUB 
AFTER HIS LAP AND 
PONDERS THE DEMISE 
OF AMG'S ATMO V8; 
LETTING IT ALL HANG 
OUT IN A BONA FIDE 
MUSEUM PIECE 


The circuit’s run up the western side of the island 
ends at the Ballaugh Pub. It’s right next to a small 
but steep billy-goat bridge into town, so steep the C63 
gets a little airborne crossing it at 60km/h. Racing 
motorcycles get very airborne. The pub has closed- 
circuit TV inside, its camera trained on the bridge all 
year round so punters don’t have to stop drinking to 
watch the aerobatics. 

Publican David Haigh was working the bar during 
the 2014 race when one rider’s brake disc exploded as 
he was slowing down from 260km/h. Instead of taking 
the dogleg at 80 or so with a crowd-pleasing jump. 

Bob Price launched off the bridge at close to 200 and 
straight into the side of the pub. Price’s bike hit the 
crash mats that cover the first floor of the pub’s wall, 
but he didn’t. His helmet impacted with the concrete 
above the protective mats. At that speed, the helmet 
couldn’t save him. 

“It sounded like a bomb going off,” Haigh told 
Wheels. “He didn’t stand a chance. I’ve never sworn like 
I did when I come out from behind the bar. I looked 
right out this window to see what happened, and 
there’s this helmeted head staring back at me. And that 
was it. That was him. Gone.” 


After Ballaugh, the tree-lined road undulates through 
typical farming land across to Ramsey. Through here 
it’s all about maintaining speed and staying on the 
racing line. Get it slightly wrong in one sweeper and 
you’re off-line for the next. If you’re lucky, you’ll only 
get overtaken by the bloke behind. If not, you’ll get up 
close with nature, fast. 

After Ramsey is the Gooseneck, and the climb 
up onto the mountain. As its name suggests, the 
Gooseneck kinks left before hooking hard right. It’s the 
second-slowest corner on the track after the Ramsey 
Hairpin, and a good place to unleash the C63’s playful 
side. We did four or five runs, sliding those fat rear 
Continentals, not including the first aborted run, which 
almost ended in a head-on with an overly ambitious 
motorcycle pilgrim. He outbraked himself badly, 
coming to a wide-eyed stop right in front of the C63’s 
rumbling snout. Lucky for me - and the biker - I had a 
lookout with a radio. 

It’s on the mountain where the bikes sustain high 
velocities the longest, spending the best part of 20km 
between 250 and 300km/h. Watching two riders dicing 
on this insanely fast, flowing section is mesmerising. It’s 
so fast the TV helicopters struggle to keep up. 



Outside the towns, there are no speed limits. 
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Fade to Black 

AMG’s Black 
recipe mixes less 
luxury with more 
performance. On the 
C63 Black - the fourth 
version after the SLK, 
SL andCLK-AMG 
ditched the multi- 
adjustable leather 
front seats, sat-nav 
and stereo, and put 
in lighter fixed-back 
buckets and a racing 
steering wheel. The 
6.2-litre V8 got a hefty 
boost from SLS parts 
to liberate 380kW 
and 620Nm. The 
suspension is worked, 
and, in the case of our 
test car, finished off 
with R-spec rubber. 
Visually, the Black’s 
all about airflow and 
aero. And it doesn’t 
look half menacing in 
matte black. 


Up here, there’s a monument to the XT’s favourite 
son, 26-time winner Joey Dunlop. The Isle of Man TT 
didn’t kill Dunlop. A road race in Estonia did, in 2000. 
We stop to pay our respects, but don’t linger long 
because the wind is blowing harder. The temperature 
drops to zero. I jump back into the Black’s heavily 
bolstered racing seats and quickly realise we have a 
problem. We’re bogged. On grass. 

Arriving at the Joey Dunlop Statue, I’d parked 
the Black on a slight decline leading to a long drop, 
thinking the photographer might want to capture the 
impressive mountain vista. So it’s his fault the Black’s 
now bogged, its semi-slicks finding no traction on the 
spongy, wet grass. Every light prod of the throttle spins 
the rears, and the car slides forward a little closer to 
the long drop. 

A headline plays in my mind: Museum machine 
plummets off mountain. Editor also plummets, 
moments later. 

Two long planks of wood are scrounged, the 
photographer and I push on the Black’s nose, and our 
camera car driver presses the throttle gently. The car 
inches back from oblivion, onto solid ground. The irony 
is not lost on me that my brush with mortality should 
come at little more than walking pace. But it doesn’t 
slow me once back on the road. 


At 200km/h we’re only covering 60 metres every 
second. The C63 is bellowing as only a naturally 
aspirated V8 beast can, gulping great lungfuls of 
bitterly freezing air and screaming like an angry 
dragon. My attention should be solely on the road, but 
it’s not; I’m watching the speedo, too. I want to see 213. 

This road would be barely a country B-road in 
Australia; one lane each way, winding and climbing 
through a haunting and desolate green and brown 
patchwork. Nothing taller than tundra grass stands on 
the surrounding hills against this howling winter wind. 
There are no towns up here. The only sign of mankind 
is this cold and narrow strip of tarmac. 

Today there are no motorbikes on the road, probably 
because it’s the middle of winter, and nor are there 
many cars. There’s one up ahead now, and I may have 
enough room to overtake without backing off before the 
road disappears around the next outcropping. I flick 
the indicator and floor the throttle. The V8 roars 
louder as the Black lunges. At this speed gentle bends 
have real menace. Left-right sweepers are treacherous 
combos waiting to lure you off-line and into the 
valley far below. 

The Black’s doing the best it can, its wickedly 
enhanced aero and R-spec rubber keeping things 
planted. This hardcore C63 - a stripper super-coupe 




It’s ironic that my Isle ’6f Man 
brush with death should come at 
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DEREK (DEL) LINDON 


CLOCKWISE FROM RIGHT: 
PLAQUES ARE DOTTED AROUND 
THE TRACK, AS WELL AS THE 
LOCAL CEMETERY; BUTLER 
NARROWLY AVOIDS A BIKER 
WHO'S OUTBRAKED HIMSELF; 
TRIBUTE TO JOEY DUNLOP; THE 
HIGH-SPEED COURSE DEMANDS 
MAXIMUM CONCENTRATION 


■ ' 


12 - 05-1967 24 - 05-2009 

A TRUE MANX BIKER AND SON 
MY LOVE ALWAYS - MUM. 






-v:- 








Joey Dunlop 

GIVEN the inherent danger 
of this circuit, and the 245 
souls who have perished 
here, it’s a wonder the 
Isle of Man TT is allowed 
to continue. Yet it’s the 
omnipresent danger that 
makes conquering the 
world’s toughest road race 
such an achievement. 

None did it better or 
more frequently than Joey 
Dunlop, a quietly spoken 
Northern Irishman whose 
26 victories made him 
the Bradman of the TT, 
well ahead of his nearest 
rival, Englishman John 
McGuinness, who has 21 
wins and is still racing. 

The Island never beat Joey. 
He died in a road race in 
Estonia in 2000, aged 48. 
50,000 people attended his 
televised funeral. 





Man madness 

Car and motorcycle journo Guy Allen, 
a TT veteran, explains the lure and 
fascination of this deadly race: 

ANY serious motorcyclist has 
attending the Isle of Man TT near 
the top of their bucket list. 

You must go by bike and the only 
way to do that is to cross from the 
mainland with the monopoly ferry 
service, the Steam Packet Company 
(aka The Steam Racket Company). 

What quickly hits you are the 
complete and utter contradictions. 
The Isle is indescribably beautiful 
but hosts what is one of the most 
dangerous events in the world. 

You can easily get on-board race 
footage - don’t watch it on a full 
stomach - and even that doesn’t 
prepare you for what the track is 
really like, and just how goddamn 
dangerous it is. 

The aptly named ‘Mad Sunday’ 
is the official time for amateurs to 
do a lap, but the smart folk wheel 
their bikes out just on dawn during 
the week, when the police are still 
tucked up in bed. 

You face a litany of rock walls, 
jumps, terrifying drop-offs, blind 
corners, the lot. Every second 
corner you find yourself hard on 
the brakes, front wheel scrabbling 
for traction, shouting “you gotta be 
fuggin kidding!” into your helmet. 

My favourite loM moment is a 
group of us colonials being pulled 
up by a cop during a break in the 
racing. “Where are you trying to get 
to?” he demanded. 

“Creg-ny-Baa, mate.” 

Looking at his watch, he 
responded, “Well you’d better up 
the pace or you won’t make it on 
time”. We did. 

That’s the TT for you, beautiful 
some days, weird the whole time. If 
you get the chance, do it. 
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whose manners and good sense have been lobotomised 
to unleash the full maniac within - is tailor-made 
for this kind of driving. There’s no doubt it’s got the 
performance bandwidth to go harder on these roads. 

It’s the driver whose courage is on the limiter. 

This pilgrimage to the Isle of Man was meant to be 
a fond farewell to one of the greatest examples of 
Benz’s brilliant 6.2-litre naturally aspirated V8 engine. 
You know, the demise of a legendary donk celebrated 
at a circuit synonymous with death. One last fang for 
an icon before it’s killed by a newer, harder, faster, 
more eco-friendly - and turbocharged - V8 in the 
next-generation C63. 

Right now, the Grim Reaper would struggle to keep 
up. I’m determined to sustain the magical 213km/h, but 
every time I get there a corner nears and I’m forced to 
lift. The racing riders have it easier. They use the whole 
road, and there’s no oncoming traffic. But a bike’s total 
rubber footprint wouldn’t equal one of the massive 
tyres on each of the C63 Black’s four corners. 

And if those leather-clad lunatics come a-cropper, 
they’ll have plenty of time to regret as the valley floor 
rushes up and flattens them. Just ask local ace Conor 
Cummins, born just down the road in Douglas, who in 
2010 lost control and flew 60 metres before bouncing 
another 20 metres over a wall. He didn’t hit the wall, 
otherwise his injuries - broken back in two places. 


fractured left arm and pelvis, dislocated 
knee - could have been serious. 

The C63’s matt-black metal shell gives me a 
sense of security. Still, as speed increases, so do the 
consequences. And this car’s worth $245,000. Well, 
it was in 2012-13 when it was actually available. The 
limited-run production life is long over. This particular 
example was liberated from the official Benz Heritage 
collection at Brooklands. It really is a museum piece. 

The descent into Douglas is the end of the lap, and 
the end of my time at the Isle of Man. It’s also the end 
of my time in a C63 Black, the last time I’ll get behind 
this brutal and bellicose V8 engine. The end must not 
come with a whimper. I’m still on a mission. 

The C63 Black screams up through the gears again, 
then a bend approaches and I’m on the brakes. Full 
throttle again, engine roaring. 200. 210. 220. Brake. 

160. 170. 180. Brake. It’s futile. I abandon this folly and 
focus instead on my last few kilometres in a C63 Black. 
Few cars could do justice to a lap of the Isle of Man TT 
course, even fewer would pay visceral respect to the 
motorcycles that strafe this isle every June. 

The C63 Black’s slightly unhinged abilities and 
unfettered exuberance do both, and brilliantly. It’s 
loud, it’s brash and it’s blindingly quick. 

And now it’s gone forever. 

W@GlennWheels 



ROLLING 

THUNDER 

Use the free 
viewa app and I 
scan this page 
to see the C63 
shake walls at 
the Isle of Man 



Model Mercedes-AMG C63 Black 
Engine 6208cc V8 (90°), dohc, 32v 
Max power 380kW @ 6800rpm ^ 

Max torque 620Nm @ 5200rpm ; 

Transmission 7-speed automatic 
Kerb weight 1655kg 
0-100km/h 4. 2sec (claimed) ; 

Economy 12.1L/100km 
Price $245,000 
On saie Never again 
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WIN 


A LUXURY 
HOLIDAY FOR 2 



Purchase a Century Battery*, complete the entry 
form & go into the draw to win your choice of 


CRUISING THE GREEK ISLANDS 

OR A SOUTH AFRICAN SAFARI 
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PEUGEOT 308 ACTIVE 


WEEK 4 



^Turban gT country O sports ©family ©''motorway 


Carpet burn 

ROOTING around the driver's footwell searching for a dropped 
phone revealed this horror - a gaping hole for the steering 
column, serving as a reminder that Peugeot isn't guite at 
Japanese levels of guality yet. On the other hand, CWY-07A 


continues the 308's run of otherwise impressive workmanship, 
with no mystery noises or loose trim. Also, the size-16 shoes 
that often operate these pedals have space to spare, and that's 
not always the case with cars originally engineered for LHD. 



Even after more 
than 5000km in a 
navy blue Active, we 
were anything but 
L washed-up with 
k the 308 


Comeback or kidding? 

Two-car trial puts Peugeot’s credentials on the line 

auto arrived, we experienced first-hand how 
it stacked up in light of Peugeot’s repeated 
promise that quality and durability have 
improved under an obsessive new regime that 
included 120 percent more testing cycles and 
more than four million kilometres of research 
and development. 

We added another 5000km in six weeks, 
criss-crossing Victoria and New South Wales, 
and not a single squeak, rattle or breakage 
blotted the Peugeot’s performance. The 
hard-worked 308 averaged 6.5L/100km while 
impressing with its spirited acceleration, 
light-footed handling agility, cosseting ride 
and brilliant refinement. 

A Melbourne -Albury round trip in biblically 
torrential rain and almost cyclonic winds 
did not phase the gutsy Peugeot, parting the 
temporary Hume Highway River like Moses. 
And we preferred ours to the less supple 
Allure 1.6 and GT versions we were driving up 
there to assess. The 1.2 turbo-triple Active is 
definitely the range’s sweet-spot. 

This is starting to sound like a long-term 
report in reverse, but how can we pass up the 
opportunity to assess an older car that has not 
been prepared for us? The only issues with old 
CTV-21E were useless rain gutters (get ready to 
get a soaking if it’s wet enough out there) and 
tighter rear-seat legroom than the admittedly 
longer Golf. 

Anyway, in the end we didn’t want to 
give ‘Bluey’ back, until our lustrously red 
replacement landed with Just 10km on the 
odometer. What a contrast. 

No reversing camera is a massive oversight 
(though the rear sensors do include a handy 
‘pictogram’), but otherwise GWY-07A is well 
equipped, bringing useful goodies such as 
Bluetooth phone and audio streaming, lumbar 
and height adjustment for both front seats, a 
rear backrest ski-port, multi- function central 
touchscreen and 16-inch alloys (wearing 
Goodyear Efficient Grip 205/55R16 tyres that 
are outstandingly supple). 

In 1300km of running-in mileage, the 
96kW/230Nm 1.2 three-pot turbo feels almost 
as peachy as old Bluey’s did at 10,000km. 

It’s so encouraging to see that the Peugeot of 
old is back. 

BYRON MATHIOUDAKIS 
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THIS is the car we thought would never 
happen again; a Peugeot that strives to be a cut 
above not Just mainstream competition, but 
also anything similar in size at any price. 

For about 15 years from the mid-1980s, 
models such as the 205, 306, 405 and 406 rose 
above the pack thanks to exciting dynamics 
married to exquisite design. Of course, greedy 
pricing and patchy tech - French automatics 
were always rubbish, for example - meant that 
their full impact in Australia was somewhat 
watered down. 

In the 2000s, Peugeots degenerated into 
dreary and at times ugly and unreliable dross, 
to the point of near bankruptcy a couple of 
years ago. Today’s billion-euro T9-series 308 is 
Peugeot’s last chance, and its greatest hope. 

We’re already fans. In base 96kW e-THP 
guise, the second-gen 308 has beguiled on 
several occasions: first on an international 
drive last September, then at GOTY 2014 
(where it very nearly beat the winning BMW 
i3), and most recently in a compare against the 
Volkswagen Golf and Renault Megane, though 
the German pipped the base Access on price, 
space and equipment. 

Gonsidering how average its hideous 
predecessor was, calling the French five-door 
hatch a comeback kid is an understatement. 

And now it Joins Our Garage for the next six 
months. Well, seven months as it turns out, 
because miscommunication on both sides 
saw a well and truly used 5000km press car 
from WA arrive on our Melbourne doorstep. 
This was a golden opportunity because in the 
weeks before our correct Active 96kW e-THP 




WEEK 11 


#’URBAN ^COUNTRY ©SPORTS #' FAMILY 6^M0T0RWAY 



Family affair 

AS IF tying the knot didn't make me feel old enough, I did 
something else that made me feel positively ancient: fitted a baby 
seat. Having never even laid eyes on one before, it was an 
exhausting process of bent hooks, swearing and twisted seatbelts. 


yet despite my incompetence, the 2 swallowed the seat, and its 
occupant, comfortably while leaving room for another kid 
alongside. And the boot was big enough for a pram (another 
unfathomable object), which further boosts the 2's family car cred, 


The Wedding Planner 

Alex (and his car) sound off about getting hitched 



IT’S taken seven tortuous hours, a screeching 
bird, a huge dress and the blare of a truck’s 
horn to do it, but 1 finally say the words that 
have been haunting me for months: “Getting 
married sucks!” 

The words ricochet around the Mazda 2’s 
cabin like a bouncy ball, but mercifully don’t 
wake my beautiful wife-to-be, who’s doing 
her best impersonation of a sleeping zombie 
in the passenger seat. 

We’re en route from Melbourne to Sydney 
to get hitched, an overnight road trip that’s 
been 18 months in the planning, and one 1 
now realise is a mistake. The road trip part, 
not the married bit. 

It’s 10pm, I’m tired after a full day at work 
and the little 2 is so crammed with wedding 
paraphernalia it feels like a coffin. Even 
worse, as good as the 2 has been in suburbia, 
it’s less convincing on the freeway. 

This is the second intestate dash we’ve 
tackled in the 2 (oh, the joys of planning a 
Sydney wedding from Melbourne) and both 


trips have been plagued by road and wind 
noise, a bugbear of Mazdas for many years. 
The roar is so pronounced 1 actually pulled 
over on our first trip to ensure the boot and 
rear doors were closed. Sadly, they were. 

But while your ears take a pummelling, 

1 can’t fault the 2 for interior comfort. The 
cloth seats are supportive and well made, 
the driving position excellent, the air-con 
freezing and faultless, and 1 absolutely love 
the head-up display, which still feels like 
a novelty in a $20K city car. It means that, 
while its below-par NVH can be tiring, even 
tall blokes like me can clamber out after a 
10-hour stint without a sore back or stiff legs. 

Then there’s how much crap the 2 can 
swallow. Its 250-litre boot capacity is hardly 
class-leading, but with both the rear seats 
folded flat I’ve managed to squeeze into 
the cabin two suitcases, all our wedding 
equipment and a wedding dress so large it 
has several moons. There’s even room in 
the back for a small birdcage occupied by a 


screeching cockatiel named Alfie, which my 
future wife is ferrying to its new home in 
Sydney. Bless her. 

Another blessing is the 2’s frugal economy, 
with its amazing 1.5-litre donk sipping just 
5.5L/100km up the Hume. On the freeway the 
atmo four cruises quietly and effortlessly, 
and is so flexible you just leave it in sixth. 
Only the hills around Yass require some 
quick downshifts back to fourth. 

Lots of positives, then, but the 2’s lack 
of refinement at highway speeds is hard to 
ignore. It’s a shame, not only because the rest 
of the package is so convincing but because, 
after 10 hours of slogging on the freeway, 
it’s enough to drive you spare. 

Just like wedding planning. 

ALEX INWOOD 
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Date Acquired: March 2015 
Price as tested: $79,365 
This month: 2309km @ 9.6L/100km 
Overall: 3129km @ ll.lL/lOOkm 
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Spare a thought 

IT HAPPENED in my last long-termer, and now it's happened in 
the Clubbie - twice. A rear tyre started deflating as I left Ford's 
HO (perhaps Graeme Whickman spotted me) and the pressure 
monitors chimed on my way back to the office. In the boot was a 


can of goo, which worked, until days later a screw lodged itself in 
the same bloody tyre! Now there was no goo, or even a 
wheelbrace to remove the alloy and get it fixed. HSV has since 
fitted a 20-inch spare and toolkit snugly in the spare wheel well. 



FUELLER’S 
DAY OFF 


Two interstate 
trips contributed to 
this month’s excellent 
9.6L/100km average, 

' . The ADR claim 
\ is 12.9 


Bogans’ Heroes 

Home is where the (lion) heart is 


IT’S clear that the Clubsport R8 is not Just 
a fast and glorified taxi. It’s a hero car for 
bogans, a thin slice of the performance 
car wedge. It’s part of a cult, a religion, an 
addiction, where emotion and wallets meet, 
with emotion usually winning. 

We’re at the annual All Holden Day in 
Dandenong, and we feel a little out of place in 
our brand-spankers and completely stock R8. 
Yet all the 400 cars here - chrome-bumpered 
sedans, panel vans and utes, large and small 
alike, fours, sixes and eights, turbo and 
supercharged - have one thing in common; 
they wear the Lion emblem on their bonnets 
and in their owners’ hearts. 

And so the Clubbie R8 is welcomed into the 
tribe with open arms, the faithful admiring 
the six-piston AP Racing stoppers that 
perform so well pulling up its 1782kg mass, 
the Anthracite 20-inch wheels that still don’t 
scupper the ride, and the optional rear wing 
that hampers rear vision, especially at night. 


Owning a car with a Lion badge on its nose 
immediately breaks the ice. But despite the 
common thinking, it’s a broad church. Take 
the blokes from the SS club, who reckon you 
don’t need to spend the extra $35K that our 
Clubsport R8 costs over an SS. Or the blokes 
who prefer chrome bumpers and shun fuel 
injection in favour of a painstakingly tuned 
four-barrel Rochester. Whether you’re in a 
standard FB Holden, a rebuilt VL Turbo or the 
latest hardware from HSV, however, 
the kinship remains. 

The R8 has booked us into the club, yet at 
a price. Its fuel economy is admirable for a 
6.2-litre V8 - a best of 701km from the 71-litre 
tank is as good as the R8 gets, achieved on 
an interstate run - but around town you’re 
looking at close to 16L/100km. You need 
to keep it in Sport mode because Touring 
mutes the bi-modal exhaust too much and 
Performance doesn’t feel much different on 
the street. You can feel its weight around 




corners, but those front seats hold 
you as firmly as the Continental rubber grips 
the road, even in the wet. 

The R8 is extremely easy to drive and 
behaves itself in the city, even around 
corners that in my late teens had my 
V8-engined VH Commodore’s tail as 
switchable as an MP after an opinion poll. 

The All Holden Day was quite a big deal, 
as is the R8. 1 can’t say it’s the car for all 
occasions, but so far it is the occasion. 

It’s white, but a whitegood it ain’t. 

DAMION SMY 
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Date acquired: March 2015 
Price as tested: $25,540 
i(' This month: 1663km @ 6.9L/100km 
Overall 3515km @ 6.8L/100km 
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Out of sight, out of their minds 

ONE of the less appealing characteristics of the French is 
that they tend to belligerently stick with an idea, even 
when the rest of the world has rejected it. Renault has 
persisted with its big audio controller that hides behind 


the steering wheel, which I've always found rather silly, 
since the nnid-90s. Familiarity has made is easy enough to 
use, but you've got to think that easily seen controls - as 
employed by other carmakers - have to be a better idea. 


Doing it French style 

This could be a fait accompli, or perhaps a faux pas 



I ADMIT to being a Francophile. It’s a 
relationship that’s been tested over the 
years - nuclear testing in the Pacific comes to 
mind, and that pompous clown Jean-Marie 
Balestre who presided over the FIA in the 
1980s - but nothing that a visit to Paris or the 
Loire Valley couldn’t overcome. 

The French have an admirable outlook 
on life, an effortless elegance, a love of 
food and drink, a beautiful language and a 
remarkable creativity that is reflected in their 
architecture and movies. 

But my love of things French has never 
extended to cars, even though that creativity 
has produced some of the most elegant 
designs in history, such as the Citroen DS. 
Also some of the most effective, from the 
incomparable Citroen 2CV to Peugeot’s iconic 
205 GTi hot hatch. Perhaps I was scarred 
by having raced a French car - ah, yes, the 
mighty Renault 12 - but that’s another story. 

I was nevertheless looking forward to 
getting my latest long- termer to see how 
I’d go living with a French filly. I’d happily 


spent a month driving a Koleos in France a 
few years ago, but that was on home soil. My 
new Renault Captur has to pass muster in 
Australian conditions, dealing with big open 
roads, not tootling around the back streets of 
Montmartre or cobblestone villages. 

So far it’s been coping manfully, if you’ll 
excuse such a description for a car that 
is anything but macho. With a tiny little 
turbo three -cylinder engine that has to drag 
around 115kg more than the equivalent Clio 
on which it’s based, the Captur is hardly a 
ball of fire around town. I’m never going to 
win the Grand Prix du Traffic Lights, but by 
working the gears diligently and keeping the 
revs up, we can at least stay with the flow 
and not embarrass ourselves. 

Another French trait is overly soft 
suspension and, while the Captur doesn’t 
bounce as much as my previous Cherokee, 

I’d prefer it to be more tightly controlled. And 
I’m glad the bewildering switchgear of old 
has succumbed to globalisation. 

Having the indicators on the ‘wrong’ side 


was always a bugbear of mine, but it’s so 
common these days you adapt quickly and 
rarely hit the wipers by mistake, while the 
gearshift quality is now world standard, 
unlike years ago when it was like poking into 
ajar of molasses. Thankfully, I don’t have to 
worry about the notorious depreciation of 
French cars, and I’m yet to experience any 
reliability issues. 

French cars are like art; not really my thing 
(at least not modern art, or Impressionism), 
but I like that they exist because they’re 
different and bring a fresh perspective that 
inspires others. Maybe I wouldn’t buy a 
Renault, but I’m glad other people do. 

DAVID HASSALL 


There s always 
something around 
Melbourne that stirs 
Hass’s heart and 
makes him dream 
of Paris 


0L 


ICE 
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Da doo RON RON 

THE inside of the fuel flap indicates that 91-octane can be used, 
but the spec sheet says 95 is the minimunn recommended fuel. 
The owner's manual holds the explanation: "The use of 
premium petrol (95 RON) is recommended. If that type of fuel is 


not available, regular petrol (91 RON) can be used with a slight 
loss of power." I'll try 98-octane in the cabrio's successor, an 
A3 1.4 TFSI sedan, though given it's 180kg lighter with an 
identical 250Nm torgue figure, it should go okay anyway. 




Cold starts and mixed blessings 


DESPITE our image differences, the long- 
term Audi cabrio and I do have one thing 
in common. You see, I’m not a morning 
person. It takes time and a strong cup of tea 
before I can function. Similarly, the A3 often 
stumbles and clunks through the shift into 
second Just after it has been cold-started. 
You have to go easy on it until it warms 
up, which takes about half a minute. I need 
about half an hour. 

The Audi is otherwise switched-on when 
it’s fully awake (though I can make no 
guarantees about its driver), and I’ve been 
impressed by the driver interface lately. 

I’m particularly taken by its ability to take a 
letter of the alphabet scrawled on the centre 
console MMI dial and look up a name in a 
paired phone’s address book. It’s cool and, 
most importantly, it works. My four-year-old 
daughter Grace, who is learning to write, 
loves the feature, too. 

The MMI interface’s ability to read out text 
messages hasn’t been handy yet - 1 only just 
discovered it - but even the cabrio knows it’s 
not an “Ordi”. 


The minimum specified 
fuel RON in the spec sheet 
and inside the fuel flap is 
regular 91-octane, so that’s 
what I filled the A3 with 
initially. Over those first few 
tanks I began to form the 
opinion that the 1.8-litre 
turbo four was little more 
than adequate. I thought 
that maybe the cabrio’s extra 
weight compared with the 
sedan or sportback versions 
was taking the sparkle off. 

Then I put 95-octane in 
the other day and it was a 
revelation. The cabrio isn’t 
necessarily a whole lot quicker, 
but it is noticeably more eager at low 
revs, and more flexible; it Just feels (and 
even sounds) like a happier engine. 

The lower ambient air temperatures 
of Sydney’s first cold autumn days made 
this yet another flawed experiment (see 
last issue’s update about changing two 



FAREWEI 
OF SORTS 

Jimmy’s cabriolet 
is set to depart, with 
an A3 sedan taking its 
place for anoth^^ 
hree months 


variables at once). Is the donk’s 
newfound responsiveness due 
to the octane boost or the air 
temperature drop? It’s probably a 
bit of both. 

Either way, now I’m looking 
rorward to trying 98-octane premium, 
and to even colder weather. If there’s one 
good thing about the colder months, it’s the 
power boost it brings in turbo cars. That’s 
probably the only good thing about winter 
actually because otherwise I hate the cold, 
especially first thing. 

JAMES WHITBOURN 
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1989 PORSCHE 911 GAHREPJl 3.2 


Date acquired: May 2012 
Price as tested: $65,000 (estimated) 
This month: 1346km @ 9.0L/100km 
Overall: 19,927km @ lO.SL/lOOkm 
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H2oh-oh 

FOR a car that has no water in it, the 911 
pays pretty good attention to water 
management. Old-fashioned rain gutters 
may be un-aerodynamic, but they do allow 


the window to be left open a crack when 
you're immobile in a downpour. That said, 
the small cockpit is prone to fog guickly at 
the best of times. 



Any Porsche in a storm 

Stahly pays the price of a long lunch 


IT’S been five months since my last 911 
report and I’m surprised to see that we’ve 
done only 1400 kays. That included an 
enjoyable solo weekend at the Bathurst 
12 Hour, where I did the full day on Sunday, 
getting to the track at 5:15am. 

It was stinking hot at Bathurst. While my 
heart went out to the guys actually racing, 
my mind was on my car’s dashboard and 
rear parcel shelf, sitting for 12 hours under 
the blazing Bathurst sun. If a Porsche implies 
things about my manhood, that’s more 
than negated by my willingness to cover the 
interior with my kids’ travel blankies. 

Fast-forward a few months and Sydney 
was freezing, in a week of rain storms that 
uprooted trees and flooded suburbs. I drove 
across town for a lunch, parking the 911 
out in the open. When I returned two hours 
later (hey, ’80s car, ’80s lunch schedule), it 


wouldn’t start. The engine would crank for 
several seconds, momentarily Jam, crank 
again - but no spark. The rain kept pelting 
down. You might imagine that the engine 
grille would sluice water over everything, but 
Porsche is cleverer than that. The engine bay 
was bone dry. 

Not knowing whether it was electrics, 
fuel or something to do with the apparent 
Armageddon, I suspected the devious 
Motronic DME relay. It took Just five minutes 
to plug in the spare one that Carrera 3.2 
owners learn to carry with them. No result. 

Head hung in shame, I called the NRMA’s 
roadside assistance. I only became a member 
when I bought the 911 three years ago. Now 
I’m sold on these guys. 

Not that the patrolman was able to get it 
going. Eventually, I hung my head a second 
time as a flatbed truck was called. By then 


it was about 5pm, too late to take the car 
directly to ‘my’ mechanics, father-and-son 
Carlos and David at Cavaco Motors. 

The trip home was punctuated by downed 
powerlines and a huge Moreton Bay fig that 
had pancaked a near-new Golf R (as one wag 
tweeted to me: “Packaging compromised by 
trunk volume”). 

The 911 still wouldn’t spark the next day, 
so it was back on a flatbed that afternoon. 

David called at 9am next day. The 
distributor cap had been giving high 
resistance readings (I know nothing about 
electricity, except that it hurts), so it was 
replaced. A misfire prompted the boys to 
install six new plugs, too. All told, including 
$155 for the second tow, it was an $800 
exercise. Which, on the positive side, still 
pales next to a 1980s lunch bill. 

MICHAEL STAHL 
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Ghosts in my machine? 

THE good wife reckons the Volvo's Forward Collision Warning and 
Autobrake system has wrongly thrown the anchors out in 
emergency brake mode on at least one occasion. I've been unable 
to replicate the situation, but what I have experienced when 


driving down narrow streets with cars parked on either side, is 
that the visual alarm for the system can be triggered, flashing 
orange warning lights on the windscreen at eye level. That's well 
short of an autobrake activation, but we'll keep an eye on it. 



Dancing in the dark 

An unwelcome light show spoils an otherwise revealing ride 


THE sale of my father-in-law’s vineyard 
(sob!), and the need to help with the pack- 
up and clean-out of a weekender steeped 
in 35 years of memories, has meant several 
hundred kilometres of country driving since 
our last update. 

This new driving environment has thrown 
up some interesting observations. For one, 
the V60 Luxury’s ride. In my view, it’s too 
firm for its family and urban orientation. 
While those handsome, diamond-cut 18-inch 
alloys look the part, they pick up every lump, 
bump and ridge to be found when driving 
in town. But the discipline of the Euro-spec 
suspension suddenly makes sense on lumpy 
back roads, paying dividends in terms of 
roadholding and dynamics. 

That’s not to say the V60 won’t still snot 
a sharp-edged pothole with all the gusto 
of an angry nightclub bouncer, but along 
the demanding, red-gum-fringed roads in 


question, it was pleasing to discover that 
ride comfort has at least been sacrificed for 
impressive grip and body control that keep 
things tidy when pressing on. 

A not-so-positive revelation from the 
nocturnal component of these Journeys is 
the distracting light show created by the 
V60’s clever headlights. For me, the Jury is 
still out on the real driver benefits of what 
Volvo calls Active Bending Bi-Xenon Lights 
(ABL). Conceptually, active headlights make 
sense as they mean the driver doesn’t 
have to manually switch between high and 
low beam for oncoming traffic. Plus, the 
system compensates for load, braking and 
acceleration, all of which helps ensure fewer 
cranky drivers flashing you for blinding them 
with your dazzling peepers. 

However, I’m yet to drive a car fitted with 
active headlights that gets beam selection 
right as often as you can manually. In the 
Volvo’s case, the system seems frustratingly 
hyper- inclined to dip to low beam more often 
than is absolutely necessary, while the active 


bending bit adds a motorised element that 
means the lamps follow the way you steer, 
turning up to 15 degrees in either direction. 

As you might imagine, on ducking, 
diving and tree-lined country roads, with 
the ever-present threat of moving wildlife, 
the combination of headlights that dip 
automatically and follow your every steering 
move can be a tad distracting. In fact, 
downright bloody annoying might be more 
to the point. 

In effect, the technology creates a 
shadowy, dancing light parade as the beams 
shift, shimmy and adjust to reflections from 
signage, oncoming traffic and what you’re 
doing with the steering wheel, meaning the 
headlights become a show unto themselves. 

Fortunately, the Volvo’s driving position 
and seat comfort are both excellent, so while 
the dancing lights proved an unnecessary 
and unwelcome distraction, the overall 
comfort of the cockpit ensured it was a good 
space to spend a few night-time hours. 

GED BULMER 
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Trouble ahead for the M4 

HAVEN'T driven the new C63 AMG yet, but given how great its 
twin-turbo 4.0-litre V8 is in the AMG GT, if I were BMW I'd be 
worried. An all-new C-Class coupe is set to debut at Frankfurt 
in September, with an expected second-guarter 2016 on-sale 


date in Oz, including a C63 variant. Given that the M4 scored 
only a narrow victory over the old Edition 507 coupe in our 
comparo last year, despite the more textured feedback offered 
by the Benz, the next round may not play in Munich's favour. 


Parting shot 

Ballsy all-rounder bolts 
home, exhaust blaring 


UP UNTIL the age of 24, four months was my 
record for a relationship. It’s that point where 
you really start to get to know someone and 
discover it ain’t gonna work. Or they stumble 
across your collection of Cabbage Patch dolls 
and take off like the Concorde... 

So, just a week past the four-month mark, 
the M4 and I departed ways. Not because it 
caught me vacuuming in a mankini or hated 
my tuna pasta but because BMW wanted 
it back. At which point I discovered that a 
press car with 10,925km on the clock doesn’t 
just get a polish and a service before being 
sold off, it gets returned to ‘as it left the 
factory’ condition. 

Unlike some of my car-journo colleagues, 

I loathe a dirty car, so the M4 was hardly a 
cesspit of kiddy crap and lolly wrappers, but 
I did breathe a slight sigh of relief not having 
to worry about it being parked in my narrow 
street any longer. That said, the only damage 
was a scuff on the front bumper and a cracked 
numberplate cover (see below). 


What I will miss massively is the M4’s 
soundtrack. Not its high-rpm noise, which 
is a bit muffled and not up to the old atmo 
V8’s race-car wail, but the exhaust’s fabulous, 
barky, guttural blare at low to medium speeds. 
And it’s in this environment that the F82 M4 
truly soars over its E92 M3 predecessor. 

All that torque, transferred via the joy and 
tactility of a great manual gearbox, made the 
M4 a supreme urban steed. Decent vision and 
a highly liveable ride, combined with superb 
seat comfort and support, was a recipe for 
effortless, yet still inspiring, commuting. And 
for most people, that’s what M4 ownership 
will be all about. 

As a fitting farewell, though, I pointed the M4 
down the Old Pacific Highway from Somersby 
to Mt Colah. Brilliant piece of road, formerly 
lOOkm/h its entire length though now ruined 
by ludicrous limits as low as 60, it’s still sinuous 
enough to show off the M4’s cornering talents. 

With Sport damping and steering. Sport Plus 
engine and M Dynamic stability- control modes 
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BMW M4 COUPE 



Date acquired: January 2015 
Price as tested: $176,790 
This month: 605km @ 10.6L/100km 
Overall: 2759km @ 12.2L/100km 
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selected, the M4 obliterated the Old Pac, at a 
higher speed than the lawmakers would’ve 
appreciated. And even at an unstressed five- or 
six-tenths, the M4’s inherent handling poise, 
switched-on steering precision and stunning 
mid-range thrust were still palpable. 

A pit stop at Pie in the Sky in Cowan 
provided a pertinent reminder of the history 
of this great road, and a reflection on the 
latent potential of the M4. Black-and-white 
pics of leaning FJs overtaking gutless Pommy 
shitboxes shows Just how challenging - and 
how much fun when empty - this road used 
to be. But at full-lean in the M4, the velocities 
involved would be seriously stratospheric. 

So what would I change about the M4? First, 
I’d encourage more punters to buy the manual 
because it seriously makes the car. Second, 

I’d love it if M Division could plumb some 
induction noise into the cabin at high revs so 
we could seriously enjoy the straight-six growl. 
And finally. I’d fill out a wish list of potential 
M3/M4 variants, including a Pure Edition coupe 


with a one-setting-fits-all approach, and a 
GTS version with an even harder focus. 

Previously, I’d hankered for the pumped M3 
four-door over its coupe sibling, but having 
lived with the M4 for several months, I now 
prefer the two-door. Even with its long doors 
and 12.2m turning circle, we had little trouble 
getting along in tight spaces. And now that the 
M4 is no longer around. I’m gonna miss that 
exhaust note like expats do Aussie coffee. 

NATHAN PONCHARD 


A sports car deserves 
a great manual, yet 
punters buy the dual- 
clutch and miss out on 
so much of the M4’s 
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ALFA ROMEO - AUDI 






Alfa Romeo 


3yr/100,000km 

www.alfaromeo.com.au 


Modern-day Alfasud with fewer bubbles 
S] Retro style, without actually being a remake of anything; Twin Air's value and character 
IXI Ride varies from brittle to teeth-rattling ; flawed ergonomics ; idle-stop system is rubbish 
The Pick: Characterful base car combines rorty TwinAir with the least offensive ride 



$22,500 

L2T 

0.9 77 

145 

M6 1130 12.9 

19.0 

4.2 

95 

57 

07/14 

F 

$24,500 

L4T 

O' 

206 

M5 1130 8.4 

- 

5.6 

95 

57 


F _ 

$26,500 

L4T 

1.4 99 

230 

S6 1130 8.2 

- 

5.5 

95 

57 


F 

$29,000 

L4T 

1.4 99 

230 

S6 1130 8.2 

- 

5.5 

95 

58 


F 

$32,000 

L4T 

1.4 125 

250 

M6 1145 7.5 

- 

6.0 

95' 



F 


1 Old name, new promise 







1 Engines; steering; suspension and handling. Cabin space, even. Finally, a ’proper’ Alfa! 

1 [HI Cabin’s lack of storage; plastics not to VW standard; our favourite hubcaps are dead 
* The Pick: Top-spec QV. Or the great-riding, torquey, freshly upgraded base model 

$29,000 

L4T 

1.4 88 

215 

M6 1259 9.4 

- 

6.4 

95 

53 


F 

$33,000 

L4T 

1.4 125 

250 

M6 1269 7.5 

15.3 

5.7 

95 

53 

11/14 

F 

$35,000 

L4T 

1.4 125 

250 

S6 1284 7.6 

- 

5.1 

95’ 

' 53 


F 

$39,000 

L4T 

1.7 173 

340 

M6 1299 6.8 

- 

'7.6~ 

’ 95' 

53' 

03/11 

F 

_$42,000 

_L4T 

1.7 177 

340 

S6 1299 6.0 

- 

7.0 

95 

^52 

OAm 

F 



Alfisti rejoice! 

^ Lightweight carbon-fibre body; exciting chassis dynamics; bucketloads of charisma 
ESI Firm seats; uninspiring exhaust noise in cabin; love-it-or-hate-it steering; zero storage 
The Pick: Save $20K and revel in the better-riding, slijlhtly less hardcore standard 4C 

' 1.7 177 350 S6 1025 4.5 

S6 1025 4.6 


$89,000 L4T 
$109,000 L4T 1.7 177 350 


6.8 95 
12.8 6.8 95 


06/15 


Aston Martin 


3yr/unlimited 

www.astonmartin.com 


V8 Coupe 
V8 Coupe 
V8 Roadster 
V8 Roadster 
V8 S Coupe 
V8 S Coupe 
V8S Roadster 
V12S Coupe 
V12 S Roadster 



1 Vantage 

Superstar styling, but ageing 




0 Stunning looks, spectacular-sounding engines, much rarer than a 911 

E] Cabin dated and pretty tight; purists will prefer its sharper, newer rivals 

The Pick: V12 from the Vanquish provides serious shove with little weight penalty 

$231,000 V8 

4.7 

313 

470 M6 1630 4.9 

- 

13.8 

95 

63 08/07 

R 

$246,900 'V8 

4.7 

313 

470 S7^ 1630 4.9 

- 

12.9 

95 

63 

R 

$260,000 V8 

4.7 

313 

470 M6 1690 4.9 

- 

13.8 

95 

63 

R 

$273,800 V8 

4.7 

313 

470 57 1690 4.9 

- 

12.9 

95 

63 

R 

$251,700 V8 

4.7 

321 

490 M6 1610 4.8 


13.8 

95 

63 

R 

$267,600 V8 

4.7 

321 

490 '57 " 1610 ' 4.5” 


12.9' 

'95 

63 ' 

R 

$280,600 V8 

4.7 

321 

490 M6 1690 4.8 

- 

13.8 

95 

63 

R 

$354,300 V12 

5.9 

421 

620 57 - 3.9 

- 

14.7 

95 

63 

R 

$383,525 V12 

5.9 

421 

620 57 1745 4.1 


14.7 

95 

63 

R 

1 DB9 ■ 

Beauty, and beast 






^ Like Bond himself, the DBS is class; wailing V12 is a perfect car-chase accompaniment 

El Some interior details well below par; not as quick as V12 suggests; tight packaging 

The Pick: DBS coupe is sportier and sturdier than the slightly limp-wristed Volante 

$349,500 V12 

5.9 

381 

620 A6 1785 4.6 

- 

14.3 

95 

58 

R 

$380,900 V12 

5.9 

381 

620 A6 1890 4.6 

- 

14.3 

95 

58 

R 

[ Vanquish H 

DBS replacement is a stunne 

r 


v J' 


(2 Lardy kerb weight; hefty consumption; more a GT than genuine sports car 
• The Pick: In white, thanks, with black wheels and a Ben Sherman Union Jack pillow 

$484,995 V12 5.9 421^620 A8 1739 4.1 - 14.4 95 58 R 

$521,995 V12 5.9 4 21 620 A8 1849 4.3 ^ 14.4 55 R 

Super sedan 

B Gorgeous Aston ‘sedan’ makes its Porsche Panamera rival look overfed and frumpy 
E] It may look sexy but getting any in its cramped rear quarters would be an achievement 
The Pick: Good luck securing one - only a handful are coming here and the queue is long 

$378,500 V12 5.9 411 630 A8 1990 4.9 ^ 14.9 95 59 r” 



Audi 


A1 Sportback 


3yr/unlimited 

www.audi.com.au 


, Baby got 'back 


1.2 TFSI Attraction 
1.4 TFSI Attraction 
1.4 TFSI Attraction 
1.6 TDI Attraction 
1.6 TDI Attraction 
1.4 TFSI Ambition 
1.4 TFSI Ambition 
1.4 TFSI Sport 
SI 


I E Five-door practicality; cute-as-a-button styling; benchmark interior; ballsy S1 

I El 1 -2 is cheap for an Audi, but more expensive and much slower than a Polo 81TSI 
» The Pick: A 1 .4 manual Attraction is where it’s at - a spirited and polished premium hatch 

$26,500 

L4T 

1.2 

63 

160 

M5 

1065 

11.9 

- 

5.1 

95 

55 

F 

$29,900 

L4T 

1.4 

90 

200 

M6 

1125 

9.0 

- 

5.4 

95 

55 

F 

$32,250 

L4T 

1.4 

90 

200 

57 

1125 

8.9 

- 

5.3 

95 

55 

F 

$29,900 

L4TD 

1.6 

66 

230 

M5 

1160 

11.6 

- 

3.8 

D 

55 

F 

$32,250 

L4TD 

1.6 

66 

230 

57 

1185 

11.6 

- 

4.2 

D 

55 

F 

$33,450 

L4T 

1.4 

90 

200 

M6 

1125 

9.0 

- 

5.4 

95 

55 

F 

$35,800 

L4T 

1.4 

90 

200 

57 

1125 

8.9 

- 

5.3 

95 

55 

F 

$39,900 

L45T 

1.4 

136 

250 

57 ' 

1215 ■ 

6.9 


5.9 

"95' 

56 ' 

‘ F 

$49,990 

L4T 

1.4 

170 

370 

M6 

1340 

5.9 

- 

7.1 

95 

59 12/14 

A 


Slick conservatism for all-new A3 

0 All-new platform means less weight, better handling, improved ride, stunning interior 
E] Golf outshines A3 in a few cabin details, yet costs less; new styling is too Audi-generic 
* The Pick: Definitely the spirited, sporty 1.8 TFSI in either FWD or quattro form 


1.6 TDI Attraction 


2.0 TDI Ambition 


1.8 TFSI quattro 

S3 

S3 


1.8 TFSI Ambition 
2.0 TDI Ambition 
1.8 TFSI quattro 
S3 
S3 


$35,900 

L4T 

1.4 

92 200 

M6 

1225 

- 

- 

5.3 

95 

55 

F 

$35,900 

L4T 

1.4 

92 200 

$7 

1225 

9.3 

- 

4.9 

95 

55 

F 

$36,900 

L4TD 

1.6 

81 250 

S7 

1280 

10.7 

- 

3.9 

D 

55 

F 

) $38,500 

L4T 

1.4 

110 250 

57 

1235 

8.2 

- 

4.7 

95 

55 

F 

$43,200 

L4TD 

2.0 

110 340 

56 

1320 

8.3 

16.0 

4.4 

D 

56 08/13 

F 

$43,100 

L4T 

1.8 

132 250 

M6 

1280 

- 

- 

5.8 

95 

56 

F 

$43,100 

L4T 

1.8 

132 250 

57 

1280 

7.3 

- 

5.6 

95 

56 

F 

$46,100 

’L4T 

1.8 

132 280 

56 

1380 

6.8 

- 

6.5 

95 

56 

A 

$61,100 

L4T 

2.0 

210 380 

M6 

1425 

5.4 

- 

7.0 

95 

58 

A 

$61,100 

L4T 

2.0 

210'380 

56 

1445 

' 5.0 

- 

^6.9 

95 

58 

A 

J A3 Sedan | 

VAG's premium MQB-platform sedan 



E All the highlights of the Sportback, plus a decent boot; platform and interior both shine 

E) Chopped rear styling restricts headroom ; added expense over equivalent A3 Sportback 

The Pick: 1.8 TFSI is punchy and frugai, and available in front- 

or all- 

wheel drive 


0 

0 

0 

</> 

L4T 

1.4 

110 250 

57 

1250 

8.2 

- 

4.7 

95 

56 

F 

$45,400 

L4T 

1.8 

132 250 

57 

1295 

7.3 

- 

5.6 _ 

95 

56 

F 

$45,500 

L4TD 

^2.0 

110 '320 

56 

1340 

8.3 

- 

4.4" 

D 

56 

_F 

$48,400 

L4T 

1.8 

132 280 

56 

1395 

6.8 

- 

6.5 

95 

56“ 

A 

$63,400 

L4T 

2.0 

210 380 

M6 

1430 

5.4 

- 

7.0 

95 

55 

A 

$63,400 

L4T 

2.0 

210 '380 

56 

1460 

4.8 

13.2 

6.9 

95 

55 09/14 

A 


1.4 TFSI Attract' CoD $47,600 L4T 

1.8 TFSI Ambition $52,200 'L4T 
1.8 TFSI quattro 
2.0 TDI Ambition 
S3 


A3 Cabriolet 


Manscaped sun-seeker 
SI Sedan-based styling much more masculine; strong body; lovely finish; refinement 


CS3 Adults won't love the rear seat; Ikea fans may need a bigger boot; S3 feels heavy-footed 
' The Pick: The 1 .8 TFSI front-driver delivers the best mix of grunt, kit, and value 

T4 110 250 S7 1380 8.9 4.9 95 56 T" 

1.8 132 250 S7 1430 7.8 - 5.8 95 55 F 


$ 55,200 L4T 132 280 S6 j^O 7.6 - 

$52,200 l4TD 2.0Tl0 '340 S6 1480 8.8 - 


6.6 55 08/14 A 

4.7 D '55 '08/14 F 


$70,500 L4T 


2.0 210 380 S6 j620 5.5 - 

Solid, smart, updated 


7.1 98 57 01/15 A 



E Quattro-only for 2.0-litre models, with lower entry price for new Ambition variants 

El S4 is now much cheaper, but still needs $7K worth of Sports diff to make it really handle 


The Pick: 2.0 TFSI manual, riding on the smallest wheels, or either S4 with a sports diff 


1.8 TFSI 

$55,500 

L4T 

'1.8 

125 

320 

C 

1470 

8.3 


5.8 

95 

55 


F 

1.8 TFSI Avant 

$58,500 

L4T 

1.8 

125 

320 

C 

1530 

8.4 

- 

6.0 

95 

55 


F 

2.0TDI Annb.quattro$59,900 

L4TD 

2.0 

130” 

380 

S7 

1595 ' 

7.9 


5.3 

D 

55 


A 

2.0 TDI quattro Sline$67,800 

L4TD 

2.0 

130 

380 

S7 

1595 

7.9 


5.3 

D 

55 


A 

2.0 TFSI Ambqtr. 

$57,100 

L4T 

2.0 

'165 ' 

350 

’M6 

1530 

5.9 

- 

6.6 ' 

95 

55' 

09/10 

A 

2.0 TFSI Ambqtr. 

$59,9'00^ 

L4T 

2.0 

165' 

'350 

'S7 ' 

1570 

6.1 

14.3 

6.7 ^ 

95 

55 

12/14 

A 

2.0TFSI Am.qtr.Av. $62,900 

L4T 

2.0 

165 

350 

S7 

1610 

6.5 

- 

6.9 

95 

55 


A 

2.0 TFSI S-Lineqtr. 

$65,000 

L4T 

2.0 

"^165 

350 

M6 

1530’ 

5.9 

- 

6.6 

95 

55 

09/10 

A 

2.0 TFSI S-Lineqtr. 

$67,800 

L4T 

2.0 

165 

350 

S7 

1570 

6.4 

- 

6.7 

95 

55 


A 

2.0 TFSI S-Ln.qtr.Av$70,800 

L4T 

2.0 

165 

350 

S7 

1610 

6.5 

- 

6.9 

95 

55 


A 

S4 

$105,000 

V6S 

3.0 

245 

440 

S7 

1705 

4.8 

13.0 

8.1 

98 

53 

06/14 

A 

S4 Avant 

$108,500 

V6S 

3.0 

245 

440 

S7 

1750 

5.1 

- 

8.4 

98 

52 


A 

RS4 Avant 

$149,400 

V8 

4.2 

331 

430 

S7 

1795 

4.7 

- 

10.7 

98 

58 


A 



2.0 TDI quattro 


^ Terrific drivetrain with even more torque and economy for 2015; finish; ride height 
[S Sharply raked tail reduces luggage space; lacks the A6 Allroad's air suspension 
The Pick: Urn, the A4 Allroad. Probably not in black. Be brave and choose a colour! 

5.6 D 56 07/15 


$70,500 L4TD 2.0 140 400 S7 1730 7.8 



E Liftback versatility, with still-great styling; slick cabin; slick engines; lusty and lively S5 
E Not the last word in steering feedback, or ride finesse, but getting there 


The Pick: Manual 2 

.0 TFSI quattro is 

a sleeper. Supercharged S5 is a 

stonker 



1.8 TFSI 

$68,200 

L4T 

1.8 

125 

320 

C 

1525 8.4 

- 

5.9 

95 

55 


F 

2.0 TDI 

$69,700 

L4TD 

2.0 

130 

380 

C 

1540 7.9 

- 

4.8 

D 

55 


F 

2.0 TDI quattro 

$76,300 

L4TD 

2.0 

130 

380 

57 

1625 7.9 

- 

5.3 

D 

55 


A 

2.0 TFSI quattro 

$75,400 

L4T 

2.0 

"^165' 

350 

M6 

1570 6.4 

- 

6.6 

95 

55 


A 

2.0 TFSI quattro 

$77,300 

L4T 

2.0 

165 

350 

57 

1615 6.5 

- 

6.7 

95 

55 


A 

3.0 TDI quattro 

$94,300 

V6TD 

3.0 

'18O 

500 

57 

1695 5.9 

- 

5.7 

D 

55 


A 

3.0 TFSI quattro 

$99,300 

V6S 

3.0 

'200 

400 

57 

1715 6.0 

- 

8.1 

95 

55 


A 

S5 

$119,900 

V6S 

3.0 

245 

440 

57 

1745 5.1 

- 

8.1 

98 

54 


A 


1 AS Coupe 1 

Fresh face, still beautiful 






■istSSr 

E Performance and economy from all engines; improved steering and suspension 

E3 Still not as entertaining as a 4 Series coupe, or as fluent as a C-Class coupe 



The Pick: Blown V6 at$100K, 

or the much-improved RS5, which is now a 1 

real contender 

1.8 TFSI 

$68,200 

L4T 

1.8 

'125 

320 

C 

1455 8.2 

- 

5.8 

95 

55 


F 

2.0 TDI 

$69,700 

L4TD 

2.0 

'130 

380 

"c 

1495 ' 7.8 ' 

- 

4.7 

D 

55 


F 

2.0 TDI quattro 

$76,300 

L4TD 

2.0 

130 

380 

57 

1575 7.8 

- 

5.3 

D 

55 


A 

2.0 TFSI quattro 

$75,400 

L4T 

2.0 

'165' 

350 

M6 

‘1510 6.5 

- 

6.8 

95 

55 


A 

2.0 TFSI quattro 

$77,300 

L4T 

2.0 

165 

350 

57 

1550 6.4 

14.5 

6.8 

95 

55 

05/14 

A 

3.0 TDI quattro 

$94,300 

V6TD 

3.0 

180 

500 

57 

1640 5.8 

- 

5.7 

D 

55 


A 

3.0 TFSI quattro 

$99,300 

V6S 

3.0 

200 

400 

57 

1650 5.8 

- 

8.1 

95 

55 


A 

S5 

$119,900 

V6S 

3.0 

245 

440 

57 

1675 4.9 

- 

8.1 " 

98 ' 

■52 

08/12 

A 

RS5 

$156,400 

V8 

4.2 

331 

430 

57 

1715 4.5 


10.5 

98 

54 

10/12 

A 
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Showroom 



Price 

Eng Eng 

type size Power Torgue 

Trans. 

Kerb 0-100 

weight km/h 

0-400 

metres 

Fuel 

cons. 

RON 

Resaie Issue 
% tested 

Drive 


Soft top for smooth roads 






t IS Usual A5 class and style, mixed with excellent drivetrains and high-quality roof 
(SI Body lacks coupe’s rigidity and its suspension can deliver a choppy ride 

The Pick: Base 1 .8 TFSI - the more powerful variants highlight its rigidity issues 


1.8 TFSI 

$80,700 

L4T 1.8 125 320 

c 

1655 8.9 

- 

6.2 

95 

55 

F 

2.0 TDI 

$82,800 

L4TD 2.0 130 380 

c 

1680 8.3 

- 

5.0 

D 

55 

F 

2.0 TFSI quattro 

$90,500 

L4T 2.0 165 350 

S7 

1735 7.2 

- 

6.9 

95 

'55 

A 

3.0 TDI quattro 

$107,200 

V6TD 3.0 180 500 

S7 

1845 6.3 

- 

5.9 

D 

54 

A 

3.0 TFSI quattro 

$111,400'^ 

V6S ’ 3.0 "200 4"o6 

S7 

1850 6 . 3 ^ 

- 

8.5 

95 

54' 


S5 

$129,900 

V6S 3.0 245 440 

S7 

1880' 5.4” 

- 

8.5 

98 

52 

A 

RS5 

$176,400 

V8 4.2 331 430 

S7 

1920 4.9 

- 

10.7 

98 

55 01/14 

A 


Finely crafted, improved value 
[ 0 Great cabin presentation; strong and efficient engines; thrusty bi-turbo TDI, S6 and RS6 
\Si Base wagons deieted; steering stiii not its strong suit; front-driver is a dynamic duilard 
The Pick: Fiery RS6 is tempting but either of the quattro dieseis fit the biii 


1.8 TFSI 

$79,900 

L4T 

1.8 

140 

320 

S7 

1570 

7.9 

- 

5.7 

95 

‘48 

06/15 

F 

3.0 TDI quattro 

$99,900 

V6TD 

3.0 

160 

500 

_S7 

1765 

6.6 ^ 



^5.1 

D 

47 

^A 

3.0 TDI Biturbo qttro $124,900 

V6TTD 

3.0 

235 

650 

A8 

1835 

5.0 

- 

6.1 

D 

47 

06/15 

A 

S6 

$169,900 

V8T 

4.0 

33f 

550 

S7 

1895 

4.4 

- 

9.4 

95 

48 

06/15 

A ' 

RS6 Avant 

$229,500 

‘ V8TT " 

4.0 

'412 

700 

A8 

1935' 

3.9 

- 

9.6 

95 

50 

07/15 

A 


^ A6 Allroad ■ 

A6 goodness, elevated 









EZI Handsome; gorgeous cabin; iush ride quaiity; strong and siiky turbo-diesei V6 
O Ride height biunts on-road dynamics; definiteiy not an off-roader; depreciation 
The Pick: Stiii expensive, despite price drop, but A6 Aiiroad is one of our favourite Audis 

$111,900 V6TD 3 .0 160 500 S7 1890 7.3 - 5.6 D 48 07/15 A 

Mix of A6 and A8, plus panache 

: j 0 Adds hatchback versatility, AS-rivalling space and rakish rear styling over an A6 
(S)S7 is all about fast motorways, not tight mountain passes; sizeable premium over A6 
The Pick: Twin-turbo diesel delivers on torque and presence, and comes nicely loaded 


3.0 TDI quattro $115,400 

V6TD 

3.0 

160 

500 

S7 

1825 6.8 

- 

5.2 

D 

52 

06/15 

A 

3.0 TDI Biturbo qtro $144,900 

V6TTD 

3.0 

235 

650 

A8 

1895 5.2 

- 

6.1 

D 

52 

06/15 

A 

S7 $179,900 

V8T 

4.0 

331 “ 

550 

'S7 ' 

1955' 4.6 

- 

9.3 

95 

52 

06/15 

A 

RS7 $242,000 

V8TT 

4.0 

412 

700 

A8' 

1920 "3.5’ 

- 

9.5 

98 

' 55' 

07/15 

A 


Refining first-class travel 


- — 

0 Still one of the most beautiful luxury-sedan interiors; S8's astonishing thrust 

IS Brilliant new S-Class makes the A8/S8 feel dynamically uninvolving and a bit last-decade 


The Pick: Twin-turbo V8 diesel offers a seductive blend of quality, economy and grunt 

3.0 TDI quattro 

$195,000 V6TD 

3.0 

_190_ 

580 

A8 1880 

5.9 - 

5.9 D 

43 

07/14 A 

3.0 TDI quattro LWB $206,900 V6TD 

3.0 

190 

580 

A8 1935 

6.1 - 

6.0 D 

43 

"a 

4.2 TDI quattro 

$249,900 V8TTD 

4.1 

283 

850 

A8 2040 

4.7 - 

7.4 D 

43 

12/13 A 

S8 

$279,000 V8TT 

4.0 

382 

650 

A8 1990 

4.1 - 

9.6 98 

40 

12/13 A 


|TT 

TT take three, done better 



. ■ j 


0 Engine flexibility; sweet six-speed manual ; quattro's all-paw traction ; that interior! 

[S Limited model range for start of third generation ; steering light in basic mode 


- The Pick: The manual Sport is tempting but the traction and pace of the quattro wins out 

2.0 TFSI Sport 

$71,950 L4T 

2.0 

169 

370 

'M6' 1230 

6.0 ' - 

5.9 95 

62 

04/15 F 

2.0 TFSI Sport 

$74,950 L4T 

2.0 

169 

370 

S6 1260 

5.9 - 

6.3 95 

62 

F 

2.0 TFSI Sport q'ttro $77,950 L4T 

2.0 

169 

370 

S6 1335 

5.3 - 

6.4 95 

62 

04/15 A 

2.0 TFSI S Line 

$78,450 L4T 

2.0 

169 

370 

M6 1230 

6.0 - 

5.9 95 

62 

F 

2.0 TFSI S Line 

$82,450 L4T 

2.0 

169 

370" 

S6 1260 

5.9 - 

6.3 95 

62 

F 

2.0 TFSI S Line q'ttro$85,450 L4T 

2.0 

169' 

370 

S6 1335 

5.5 13.8 

6.4 95 

62 

06/15 A 



Ageing R8 still a supermodel 


4.2 FSI quattro 

4.2 FSI quattro 

5.2 FSI quattro 



1.4TFSI 
2.0 TDI quattro 
2.0 TFSI quattro 
2.0 TFSI quattro 
2.0 TDI quattro 
2.0 TFSI quattro 
RS03 


0 Supremely driveable supercar that still looks a million bucks; brilliant dual-clutch ’box 
[S Steering requires plenty of lock to turn in ; lacks 911’s feedback and Gallardo’s dartiness 
The Pick: The V10 Plus: lighter, louder and sharper, yet still liveable 

$279,500 V8 

4.2 316 

430 M6 1560 4.6 

- 

14.2 98 

58 

A 

$287,000 V8 

4.2 316 

430 S7 1585 4.3 

- 

12.4 98 

58 

A 

$366,900 V10 

5.2 386 

530 S7 1645 3.6 

- 

13.1 98 

58 

A 

) $408,200 V10 

5.2 404 

540 S7 1595 3.5 

- 

12.9 98 

58 05/13 

A 

roof, more exhaust noise! 


n 

1 0 Takes the R8’s supercar sex appeal to a whole new level 

1 ISl Added 100kg and subtracted body rigidity affects dynamics (but only slightly) 

- The Pick: Decisions, decisions (that we can’t afford to make). Hard to resist the VI 0 

$308,400 V8 

4.2 316 

430 M6 1660 4.8 

- 

14.4 98 

58 

A 

$315,900 V8 

4.2 316 

430 S7 1685 4.5 

- 

12.6 98 

58 

A 

$395,800 V10 

5.2 386 

530 S7 1745 3.8 

- 

13.3 98 

59 

A 

I03 ■ 

First in Q to challenge XI 




J E0 Excellent 2.0-litre fours; classy cabin; surprisingly agile dynamics; new base front-driver 
] tSi AWD variants are significantly heavier; lumpy ride; small rear doors; compact boot 

The Pick: Probably the 125kW petrol-turbo quattro, though the base diesel works well 

$42,300 L4T 

1.4 110 

250 56 1405 8.9 


6.2 98 

65 

F 

$47,500 L4TD 

2.0 103 

320 57 1570 9.9 

- 

5.8 D 

66 03/14 

A 

$47,500 L4T 

2.0 125 

280 M6 1510 8.2 

- 

■7.3 95 

65 06/12 

A 

$49,450 L4T 

2.0 125 

280 57 1555 8.2 

- 

7.7 95 

65 06/12 

A 

$55,000 L4TD 

2.0 130 

380 57 1585 8.3 

16.2 

5.9 D 

65 07/13 

A 

$56,500 L4T 

2.0 155 

300 57 1565 6.9 

- 

7.7 95 

65 06/12 

A 

$81,900 L5T 

2.5 228 

420 57 ' 1655 '5.2' 


8.8 95 

63 04/14 

A 



Brocky's Daytona Coupe 

The rear-drive V8 that killed an Aussie legend 


BEFORE it actually happened, the 
idea of Peter Brock dying in a car 
seemed as absurd as Bjorn Borg 
being killed by a tennis racquet. 
Peter Perfect and cars were 
simply simpatico and he looked 
more at home moving at great 
speed than he did sitting still. 

There were possibly times when 
some red-blooded Holden fans 
wished he might be damaged 
while dallying with Fords, or 
even Volvos, but in the end he 
died, tragically and inexplicably, 
in a car made up largely of 
Commodore SS bits. 

The Daytona Coupe he was 
driving when he hit a tree while 
competing in the Targa West 
rally on September 8, 2006, 
was, as Brock put it himself in 
an interview the day before, “a 
beautifully designed local car 
with a retro body on it”. 


plans for his Daytc 
*han just sliding arou 
Australian backroad 
reportecllyhis hope to 

car in the Bathurst 12 H. 
attheNurburgringinGe 


name lives on 

ona Sports cars Australia 
11 a going concern, 
ating in very small 

bers, and as a mark of 

lect all cars built since his 


The car was owned, and built, 
by Motec boss Richard Bendell 
and was a reproduction of the 
1964 Shelby Daytona coupe 
(which was designed, ironically 
enough, by an American also 
named Peter Brock). While it 
featured a unique spaceframe 
chassis, its steering column, 
brakes, diff, wheels and controls 
were all from a Commodore SS. 

Brocky, who was 61, was killed 
instantly by the impact with the 
tree, and the car was totalled. It 
has since been fully restored - at 
a rumoured cost of more than 
$150,000 - and been displayed 
since 2010 at Peter Champion’s 
Brock Experience in Queensland. 

Since then the Daytona Coupe, 
along with the rest of Champion’s 
Brock collection, has been up for 
sale. Which just doesn’t seem 
right. Someone call Lindsay Fox. 


Q n If ©wheelsaustralia | 1 3 1 











Chryatei 

muBclerCW 


style utility vehicle 


E Class and quality with SUV space and versatility; punchy sixes; decent dynamics 
.. IB Steering feels artificial; SOS’s ride is poor; 05 doesn’t like getting its skirts wet off-road 
The Pick: There’s a trend with Audis: cheapest, lightest 2.0-litre turbo petrol is the go 

$62,600 

L4TD 2.0 

130 

380 S7 1770 9.0 

- 

6.1 

D 

66 

A 

$63,600 

L4T 2.0 

165 

350 A8 1755 7.4 

15.4 

7.9 

95 

66 

04/12 A 

$75,000 

V6S 3.0 

200 

400 A8 1840 5.9 

- 

8.5 

95 

66 

A 

$76,100 

V6TD 3.0 

180 

580 S7 1860 6.5 

- 

_6.4 _ 

D 

_66_ 

A 

$89,400 

V6TTD 3.0 

230 

650 S7 1920 5.1 

- 

6.8 

D 

62 

07/13 A 


QE7, more like it... 


1 E Derived from Cayenne/Touareg but with seven seats standard; great drivetrains; interior 

1 IB Heavy styling betrays its weight, and it’s enormous - takes up an entire lane in city traffic 
The Pick: With mega-buck V12 gone, the smooth, frugal 3.0 TDI makes the most sense 

$90,500 V6TD 3.0 180 550 

A8 2325 7.8 - 

7.8 D 

59 

A 

$95,700 V6S 3.0 245 440 

A8 2240 6.9 - 

10.7 98 

57 

A 

$129,300 V8TD 4.2 250 800 

A8 2450 6.4 - 

9.2 D 

58 

A 


Bentley 


3yr/unlimited 
www.bentley motors .com 


Enough grunt to go Continental drifting... 


0 Successfully fights 2.3-tonne heft with 700Nm of continent-shifting grunt 

1 (B Suspension tries desperately hard to be dynamic, but it doesn’t quite win that one 

The Pick: Arguably the lighter, almost-as-swift V8 S over the monster W12 

$381,000 V8TT 

4.0 373 

660 

A8 2320 4.8 - 

10.5 

98 

63 02/13 

A 

$405,600 V8TT 

4.0 389 

680 

A8 2320 4.5 - 

10.6 

98 

63 

A 

$408,870 W12TT 

6.0 423 

700 

A8 2333 4.6 - 

16.5 

98 

63 07/11 

A 

$461,300 W12TT 

6.0 467 

820 

A8 2320 4.2 - 

14.5 

98 

- 09/14 

A 


GTCV8 


Continental GTC 


An open display of wealth 
E Pedestrian plebs can see the gorgeous cabin ; top-down access to W12 decibels 
[B Doesn’t quite handle like a land yacht but the Continental does drink like a sailor 
The Pick: Less than half the cost of a Phantom Drophead? We’ll take two 

$419,100 V8TT 4.0 373 660 A8 2485 5.0 - 10.9 98 62 


GTCV8S 

$446,000 V8TT 4.0 

389 680 

A8 2485' 4.7 

- 

10.9 

98 62 '10/14 

A 

GTGW12 

$449,500 W12TT 6.0 423 700 

A8 2505 4.7 

- 

14.9 

98 63 07/12 

A 

GT Speed 

$507,400 W12TT 6.0 460 800 

A8 2495 4.4 

- 

14.9 

98 

A 


Upper-crust urgency 





E Exquisite interior; jaw-dropping style, complete with 

rS1 All that hpft phppH nf thp frnnt pyIp linp hpmnpr.c its r. 

muscle-car hips; high-speed calm 

hpnrpfi nf hpinn a Hrivpr’p npr 


The Pick: Doesn’t handle like 

a 7 Series can, but looks and feels a million bucks 



$378,197 V8TT 4.0 

373 

660 

A8 2350 5.2 

- 

10.9 

98 - 

A 

Mulliner 

$388,715 V8TT 4.0 

373 

660 

A8 2350 5.2 

- 

10.9 

98 - 

A 


$423/160 W12TT 6.0 

460 

800 

A8 2400_ 4.6 

- 

14.7 

98 - 07/13 

A 

Mulliner 

$448,820 W12TT 6.0 

‘460 

800 

A8 2400‘4.6 

- 

14.7 

98 59 

A 


Captain capitalism 

E Fuses contemporary tech with old-world craftsmanship; stonking twin-turbo V8 
(B Ride on optional 21s not quite in keeping with ultra-luxe vibe; weight and consumption 
Pick: This new-age Arnage or a Rolls-Royce Ghost? We prefer the hipster Renters 

'$”662,857 V8TT 6.8 37T 1020 A8 2711 5.^ 


16.9 98 54 07/10 R 


BMW 


3yr/unlimited 

www.bmw.com.au 


116i 

118i 

118d 

125i 

M135i 


220i 

220d 

228i 

M235i 


220i 

228i 

M235i 


218i 

218d 

225i 


Range Extender 


The rear drive continues 

E The last rear-drive hatch, and all the better for it; brilliant engines and transmissions 
. IB M135i feels overpowered on a racetrack; cabin quality and space can’t match Audi A3 
The Pick: 116i is sweetly unpretentious; 125i a good match for GTI; M135i is a cracker 


$36,900 

L4T 

1.6 100 220 

A8 1310 8.7 

5.6 

95 53 


R 

$43,000 

L4T 

1.6 125 250 

A8 1315 7.2 

5.8 

95 55 


R 

$43,000 

L4TD 

2.0 ”105 320 

A8 1345 8.3 

16.0 4.4 

D 56 

08/13 

R 

$51,000 

L4T 

2.0 160 310 

A8 1365 6.2 

6.3 

95 63 

09/12 

R 

$64,930 

L6T 

3.0 235 450 

A8 1430 5.0 

13.2 7.5 

95 60 

02/13 

R 

4 2 Series 

1 BMW rediscovers its talents 

1 E Body control a vast improvement over 1 Series coupe; punchy engines; great handling 

I IB Too much equipment is optional - LSD, 19s and big brakes aren't standard on M235i 

The Pick: M235i howls a delicious straight-six wail, and has the grunt to match 

$51,000 

L4T 

2.0 135 270 

A8 1365 7.0 

6.0 

95 - 

06/14 

R 

$53,000 

L4TD 

2.0 135 380 

A8 1390 7.1 

4.4 

D - 


R 

$64,400 

L4T 

2.0 180 350 

A8 1405 5.7 

6.3 

95 - 


R 

$79,930 

L6T 

3.0 240 450 

A8 1470 5.0 

13.1 7.6 

95 - 

07/14 

R 


m Loads prettier than the 1 Series convertible it replaces; superb drivetrains; slick roof 
IB You'll never find one with a manual gearbox; M235i's stiff ride; sizeable weight gain 


^ The Pick: In this guise, it's all about selfie sticks and top-down shots so grab the 228i 


$54,990 

$68,900 


L4T 

'L4T 


2.0 135 270 
' 2.0 180 350 


1530 7.6 - 
1555 6.0 - 


$85,800 L6T 3.0 240 4M A8 1620 5.0 - 7.9 95_ - R 

Mini in a moo-moo 

I E One of the more athletic front-drive hatches on sale; BMW cabin quality, fit and finish 
^ IB Late-to-the party B-Class rival doesn't feel like a BMW; packaging feels compromised 
The Pick: Turbodiesel makes the most sense, but we're yet to sample the three-pot petrol 

$44,400 L3T 1.5 100 220 A6 1360 9.2 52 95 ~ 

$47,800 L4TD 2.0 110 330 A8 ' 1410 8.9 4.2 D '10/14 F 


$54,900 L 4T ^0 MO ^0 1430 6.6 6.1 95 10/14 F 

~ Carbon-chassied electric wunderkind 
E Stunning design; instant torque delivers grunty performance; our reigning COTY winner 
IB Only seats four, with a similarly compact boot; road noise; entry price 
The Pick: Don't bother with the range extender, you'll rarely need it. Go full EV instead 


$63,900 

E 

125 

250 A1 

1195 

7.2 


09/13 R 

$69,900 

L2H 

125 

250 A1 

1315 

7.9 

0.6 95 

01/15 R 


Getting there, but still not all 3 



E Brilliant turbo fours and six; superb smooth-road handling; MS's wonderful agility 
- IB Base 316i keeps standard suspension which is floaty; remote standard steering 

The Pick: 328i, now with extra gear and 19s, or the magnificent M3 


316i 

$53,800 

L4T 

1.6 

100 220 

M6 

9.2 - 

6.2 

95 

52 

R 

316i 

$53,800 

L4T 

1.6 

o 

o 

O 

A6 

1385 9.2 - 

5.9 

95 

53 

R 

320i 

$61,500 

L4T 

2.0 

135 270 

A8 

1400 7.3 - 

6.3 

95 

56 

R 

318d Touring 

$63,900 

L4TD' 

2.0 

'l05'320 

A8 

1475 9.2 - 

'4.7 

D 

54 

R 

320i Touring 

$64,900 

L4T 

2.0 

135 270 

A8 

1465 7.5 - 

5.6 

9b 

54 iO/12 

R 

320d 

$63,800 

L4TD 

■ 2.0 ' 

135 380 

Ao 

1420 7.5 - 

4.6 

D 

57 ‘ 02/12 

"r 


$/0,400 L4T 2.0 180 350 A8 1430 6.2 14.3 6.4 95 55 12/14 
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NEW 


'I ARRIVALS 

I New models 
for the month 
\ highlighted > 



Showroom 


328i Touring 
335i 

ActiveHybrid 3 

M3 

M3 



Eng 

Eng 




Kerb 

0-100 

0-400 

Fuel 


Resale 

Issue 


Price 

type 

size 

Power 

Torgue 

Trans. 

weight 

km/h 

metres 

cons. 

RON 

% 

tested 

Drive 

$73,800 

L4T 

2.0 

180 

350 

A8 

1520 

6.0 

- 

6.5 

95 

56 


R 

$93,900 

l6T 

3.0 

225 

400 

A8 

1510 

5.2' 

13.4 

7.9 

95 

52 

09/12 

R 

$100,200 

L6TH 

3.0 

225 

400 

A8 

1655 

5.3 

- 

5.9 

95 

51 


R 

$156,900 

'L6TT 

3.0 

317 

550 

M6 

1520 

4.3 

- 

8.8 

98 



R 

$156,900 

L6TT 

3.0 

317 

550 

S7 

1560 

4.1 

- 

8.3 

98 


08/14 

R 


4 Series Coupe 


l^wo-door 3 becomes 4 


420i 

420d 

428i 

435i 

M4 

M4 



420i 

420d 

428i 

435i 



420d 

428i 

435i 

M4 Convertible 
M4 Convertible 



0 Wide stance and adaptive dampers make 4 Series a proper driver's car - especially M4! 
O Electric steering doesn’t feel fluent in Sport mode; styling has lost some elegance 

The Pick: The excellent 428i is the sweet spot, but the firecracker M4 is dynamic genius 

$69,500 

L4T 

2.0 

135 

270 

A8 

1465 7.3 

- 

6.3 

95 

51 


, R 

$72,300 

L4TD 

2.0 

135 

380 

A8 

1465 7.3 

- 

4.6 

D 

53 


R 

$80,500 

L4T 

2.0 

180 

350 

A8 

1470 5.8 

14.1 

6.4 

95 

54 

05/14 

R 

$108,500 

L6T 

3.0 

225 

400 

A8‘ 

1525 5.1 

- 

7.4 

95 

■ 53 ' 

09/13 

' R 

$166,900 

L6TT 

3.0 

317 

550 

M6 

1497 4.3 

- 

8.8 

98 


11/14 

R 

$166,900 

L6TT 

3.0 

317 

550 

S7 

1537 5.0 

13.0 

8.3 

98 


09/14 

' R ^ 

another niche oluaaed ' 

1 0 Liftback practicality; slick drivetrains; frameless doors; Audi A5-smashing dynamic 
1 [£0 Neither coupe-ish enough to be cool, or elegant enough to be beautiful 

The Pick: At just $500 more than the two-door, a 428i Gran Coupe kinda makes sense.. 

s 

$70,000 

L4T 

2.0 

135 

270 

A8 . 

1480 7.6, . 


6.1 

95 



R ^ 

$72,300 

L4TD 

2.0 

135 

380 

A8 

1510 7.5 


4.6 

D 



R 

$81,000 

L4T 

2.0 

180 

350 

A8 

1580 6.0 " 


'6.4 

95 


08/14 

R 

$109,000 

L6T 

3.0 

225 

400 

A8 

1575 5.2 


7.6 

95 


08/14 

R 

coupe's dynamism 

0 Elegant rear deck enhances styling; as quiet as the coupe; velvety petrol drivetrains 
[3 Much heavier than the coupe, to the detriment of performance; small rear seat 

The Pick: 428i has everything most people could ever need, except for the 435i's six-p( 

$88,800 L4TD 2.0 135 380 'A8 1690 8.2 4.8 D 

)t 

R 

$97,500 

L4T 

2.0 

180 

350 

A8 

1700 6.4 


6.7 

95 



R 

$126,600 

L6T 

3.0 

225 

400 

A8 

1750 5.5 


7.7 

95 


03/14 

R 

$178,430 

L6TT 

3.0 

317 

550 

M6 

1750 4.6 

- 

9.1 

98 



R 

$178,430 

L6TT 

3.0 

317 

550 

S7 

1790 4.4 

- 

8.7 

98 


11/14 

R 


The 3 crosses over 


320i 

320d 

3281 


sDrive20i 


0 Riding on a 3 Series platform, but with a higher driving position and a stack more space 
CE) It’s not what you’d call classically good looking, though at least it isn’t an SUV 

The Pick: The top-spec 328i - it’s much faster, yet barely any thirstier than the 320i 

$67,000 L4T 2.0 135 

270 A8 - 7.9 - 6.2 95 

60 


R 

$69,300 L4TD 2.0 135" 

380 A8 - 7.9 - 4.9 D 

63 


R 

$75,900 L4T 2.0 180 

350 A8 - 6.1 - 6.5 95 

61 

09/13 

R 


Now with added maturity 

I m Looks good in the metal; folding hard-top offers security; keen standard chassis 
[S] A Boxster is comprehensively better than the top models, which are heavy and ride firmly 
The Pick: Base turbo petrol with small wheels - the most pure and best-value Z4 

$79,900 L4T 2.0 135 270 A8 1395 6.9 - 6.8 95 54 R 


sDrive28i 

$89,900 

L4T 

2.0 180 350 

A8 

1400 

5.5 

- 

6.8 

95 

54 

02/12 

R 

sDrive35i 

$119,545 

L6TT 

3.0 250 450 

S7 

1525 

5.4 

13.6 

9.0 

95 

55 

10/12 

R 


[5 Series H 

Not the leader it once was 





1 


' 0 Excellent drivetrains; nicely finished cabin; MS’s borderline 

-scary performance 



[k] Standard suspension offers a startling lack of composure; MS too heavy and uninvolving 


The Pick: S28i a slick all-rounder; SSOi is a jet, but not worth the extra over S3Si/S3Sd 


520i 

$79,900 

L4T 

2.0 135 270 

A8 

1610 

8.0 

- 

6.7 

95 

58 

R 

520d 

$82,400 

L4TD 

2.0 140 400 

A8 

1625 

8.1 

- 

5.2 

D 

61 

R 

520d Touring 

$90,900 

L4TD 

2.0 140 400 

A8 

1715 

8.3 

- 

5.3 

D 

61 

R 

528i 

$97,400 

L4T 

2.0 180 350 

A8 

1620 

7.3 

15.4 

6.5 

95 

59 

08/12 

R 

535i 

$116,900 

’l6T 

3.0 225 400 

A8 

1700 

6.1 

14.3 

7.6 

95 

56 

08/10 

R 

535i Touring 

$122,900 

L6T 

3.0 225 400 

A8 

1770 

5.9 

- 

7.9 

98 

55 

R 

ActiveHybrid 5 

$120,400 

L6TH 

3.0 210 450 

A8 

1925 

5.9 

- 

6.4 

98 

52 

11/12 

R 

535d 

$121,900 

'L6TTD 

3.0 230 630 

"a8' 

1725 

5.5 

- 

~6.1 

D 

‘55' 

05/11 

R ’ 

550i 

$159,900 

V8TT 

4.4 330 650 

A8 

1830 

4.6 

~ 

- 

95 

51 

R 

M5 

$229,900 

V8TT 

4.4 423 680 

S7 

1870 

4.4 

12.2 

9.9 

98 

49 

10/14 

R 



n Badged 5, based on 7 


I 


^ Typically outstanding BMW drivetrains; spacious, flexible and comfortable interior 
S] Love it or hate it styling; feels big and cumbersome around town 
The Pick: 5351 offers Club Class rear legroom for $1K over sedan, but doesn’t drive as well 


520d 

$93,900 

L4TD 

2.0 135 

380 

A8 

1875 

8.9 - 

5.3 

D 

61 

R 

530d 

$108,900 

'L6TD 

b 

to 

0 

560 

A8 

1940 

6.2 - 

5.8 

D 

56" 

R 

535i 

$117,900 

L6T 

3.0 225 

400 

A8 

1940 

6.3 - 

8.2 

95 

56 

R 


6 Series Coupe 


Swings with drivers 


640i 

650i 

M6 



^ 640i boasts one of the world’s greatest six-cylinder engines; improved styling 
tS] Not a car for driving enthusiasts, but the bigger boot will fit more drivers 
The Pick: Turbo-six is so good it renders the twin-turbo V8 almost irrelevant 

$T77,800 l6T 3.0 '235 450 A8 1660 ' 5.3 - 7.8 95 56 

$231,800 V8TT 4.4 330 650 A8 1770 4.6 - 8.9 95 50 03/12 

$292,500 V8TT 4.4 412 680 $7 2^5^ 4.2 ^ 9.9 98 47 

Six in drop-top form 

0 Shark-nosed presence, plush cabin, and superb engines combine beautifully 
(SI Dull dynamics will disappoint drivers; zero rear legroom will disappoint passengers 
The Pick: Why has the V8 been muted? Peachy six now the default pick 


640i 

650i 

M6 


$193,800^ L6T 3.0 235 450 A8 1840 5.5 - 
$247,800 'V8TT 4.4 330 650 A8 1940 4.6 - 


7.9 

9.2 


98 56 
98 50 08/11 


$308,500 V8TT 4.4 412 680 S7 1980 4.3 - 10.3 95 47 



The Chamberlains’ Torana 


Hatching a bungled murder investigation 


THERE was a time when it was 
an acceptable jape to suggest that 
someone was “about as innocent 
as Lindy Chamberlain”. No doubt 
you remember her name, and the 
anonymous dingo, although you 
might be surprised to hear that 
she was born in New Zealand. 

If you’re of a certain age, you’ll 
also remember the yellow Holden 
Torana hatchback that was at the 
centre of the debate over whether 
she killed her baby, Azaria, 
in 1980. She didn’t, of course, 
because courts of law have since 
decided that a dingo did steal her 
baby and that she therefore spent 
three years in prison, and drew 
the ire of a nation, for nothing. 
Lindy was awarded $1.3 million 
compensation in 1992. 

The yellow 1977 V8 Torana was 
basically a crime scene, because 


: freedom 

rlain, who has 
d what he was 
e Torana, says 

olisesfreedorn 

the proper and 
sion of forensic 
eventually saw 


GROUND-UP RESTO 

After being utterly dismantled 
by the bumbling investigators, 
the infamous Torana was held 
by the Northern Territory 
authorities until 1990, when 
they shamefacedly handed 
the keys back to Michael, who 
restored it to its former glory. 


it was where police found 
“indisputable evidence” of murder 
after tearing the car apart. In 
what Lindy’s husband Michael 
has since described as “a gross 
injustice”, a forensic biologist 
testified that there was baby’s 
blood in the boot and elsewhere, 
and the court accepted this 
version of events. 

A royal commission eventually 
discovered that the “blood” was, 
in fact, a mixture of bitumen, 
sound deadener, some spilled 
milkshake and copper dust. It 
would be funny if it wasn’t so 
bloody awful. Lindy gave birth to 
her fourth child while in prison. 

The car was sold by Michael 
Chamberlain to the National 
Museum in Canberra last year, 
wearing the ironic 4ENSIC 
number plates he’d chosen when 
he put it back on the road. 
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640i 

640d 

650i 

M6 


6 Series Gran Coup 


^Six plus two doors 
0 Sexier than a 5 Series ; better to drive than a 7 Series 
{^Stiii not as dynamic as a BMW shouid be; pooriy packaged rear seat 
The Pick: The six is ioveiy, but $68K premium over a 535i makes it questionabie vaiue 

$184,445 l6T 3.0 235 450 A8 - 5.4 - 7.8 98 56 R 


$184,800 

$238,800 


L6TTD 3.0 230 630 
V8TT 4.4 330 650 


1885 

1945 


5.4 - 

5.2 ' 132 


5.7 

8.9 


55 

50 02/13 


$299,500 V8TT 4.4 412 680 A8 


4.2 - 


9.9 98 46 - 


Close, but no Presidential cigar 



fii 0 Economy of 730d; awesome V12, palatial cabin and pneumatic suspension of 760Li 

0 Dynamics not for drivers; resale scary for owners; ride too inconsistent for passengers 


The Pick: Too iacking in character to covet, but the 750i with every dynamic option works 

730d 

$206,200 

L6TD 3.0 190 

560 

A6 

1840 

6.1 

- 

5.6 

D 

48 02/10 

R 

740i 

$212,275 

L6TT 3.0 235 

450 

A6 

1825 

5.7 

- 

7.9 

95 

43 

R 

740Li 

$227,275 

L6TT 3.0 235 

450 

A6 

1845 

5.7 

- 

7.9 

95 

43 

R 

750i 

$282,930 

V8TT 4.4 330 

650 

A6 

1945 

5.2 

- 

8.6 

95 

41 

R~ 

750Li 

$299,630 

V8TT 4.4 300 

600 

A6 

1960 

5.3 

- 

8.6 

95 

40 

R 

760Li 

$391,175 

V12TT 6.0 400 

750 

A8 

2175 

4.6 

- 

13.4 

95 

44 

R 

ActiveHybrid7 

$223,100 

L6TT 3.0 235 

450 

A8 

1970 

5.7 

- 

6.8 

95 

42 

R 

ActiveHybrid 7L 

$238,100 

L6TT 3.0 235 

450 

A8 

1995 

5.7 

- 

6.8 

95 

42 

R 


; 0 Head-turning styiing; scissor doors; throaty three-cyiinder sound; potent performance 
' [S)Twicethepriceof an M4; undignified entry and egress; purists wiii shit-can the three-pot 
The Pick: if you're in IT, is there any other choice? 

$299,000 L3TH 1.5 266 570 A6 1485 4.4 - 2.1 95 


11/14 



Favours driving over packaging 


0 Brilliant steering and handling; car-like driving position; great for people without kid 
BIToo small for families; average ride comfort; gutsy 23d no longer avaiible 

The Pick: Exceiient N20 turbo-petroi fours, especiaiiy the rapid xDrive28i 

Is 

$46,300 

L4TD 

2.0 

105 

320 A8 

1495 

9.9 - 

5.0 

D 

60 

R 

$48,300 

L4T 

2.0 

135 

270 A8 

1510 

7.7 - 

6.7 

95 

60 

R 

$56,900 

L4TD 

2.0 

135 

380 A8 

1575 

8.1 - 

5.5 

D 

61 

A 

$59,900 

L4T 

2.0 

180 

350 A8 

1595 

6.5 - 

7.3 

95 

61 06/11 

A 


Exorcises the sins of the original 
I ES Superb optional vario-ratio steering and sharp dynamics; 28i and 30d are fast, yet thrifty 
[ [2 Styiing as biand as the standard cabin is basic; manuais speciai-order; petroi six gone 
The Pick: The 30d torque-monster. Or, more iikeiy, a Range Rover Evoque 


L4T 

L4TD 


2.0 135 270 A8 
2.0 140’400 A8 


1720 

1725 


8.6 - 

8.1 - 


7.5 95 

5.2 ' D 



$73,400 

L4T 

2.0 

180 

350 

A8 

1740 

6.7 

7.5 

95 


A 

$77,700 

L6TD 

3.0 

190 

560 

A8 

1800 

6.2 

6.0 

D 


A 


■ 

X6's prettier baby sister 




0 Less bulk than gross X6 makes X4 a more socially acceptable coupe-SUV thingy 

B) Deserves the 180kW turbo-four; cheaper X3 more practical; 4 Series coupe is sexier 

The Pick: Probabiy the 30d, seeing it weighs the same as the 35i but is much more frugal 

$69,900 

L4T 

2.0 

135 

270 

A8 

1735 

8.1 

7.2 

95 


A 

$73,700 

L4TD 

2.0 

140 

400 

A8 

1745 

8.0 

5.2 

D 


A 

$84,200 

L6TD 

3.0 

190 

560 

S8 

1820 

5.8 

5.9 

D 


A 

$87,900 

L6T 

3.0 

225 

400 

S8 

1815 

5.5 

8.3 

95 

09/14 

A 


Mum's SUV goes large 

0 Huge cabin with room for seven; exceiient drivetrains and handiing; mega M50d 
ESCieariy styied for Americans; dead steering; third row seats unconvincing; feeis heavy 
The Pick: That’ll be the xDrive30d with its smoother, punchier, more economicai diesei six 

52~~D 63 06/14 R 

6 D 63 A 


$84,200 L4TD 2.0 168 450 A8 1995 8.2 - 

$89,200 L4TD 2.0 168 450 A8 2040' 8.2 - 


xDrive30d 

$100,900 

L6TD 

3.0 

190 

560 

A8 

2070 

6.5 

14.7 6.2 D 

63 01/15 

A 

xDrive35i 

$107,900 

L6T 

3.0 

225 

400 

A8 

2030 

6.5 

8.5 95 

63 

A 

xDrive40d 

$115,900 

L6TD 

3.0 

230 

630 

A8 

2110 

5.9 

- 6.2 D 

63 

A 

xDrive 50i 

$134,900 

V8TT 

4.4 

330 

650 

A8 

2175 

5.0 

10.5 95 

63 

A 

M50d 

$148,400 

L6TTTD3.0 

280 

740 

A8 

2190 

5.3 

6.7 D 

63 

A 

M 

$185,900 

V8TT 

4.4 

423 

750 

'A8 

2275 

4.2 ’ 

- 'il.1 ’ 95 ’ 

’O 6 /I 5 ‘ 

' A 


1X6 

■ 

Decently executed, shame about the idea 



n S! staggering on-road ability; muscular engines; slightly less repulsive than the old one 

R Bl Big, heavy and dubious in concept; agitated ride of M50d; hideous steering 


The Pick: if you realiy have to 

, the beaut-sounding 50i with an M Performance bodykit 


xDrive30d 

$115,400 

L6TD 

3.0 

190 

560 

A8 

2065 

6.7 

6.0 D 

62 

A 

xDrive 50i 

$151,600 

V8TT 

4.4 

330 

650 

A8 

2170 

^4.8 

9.7 98 

62 

A 

M50d 

$157,900 

L6TTTD 

3.0 

280 

740 

A8 

2185 

5.2 

6.6 D 

62 

A 


$194,700 

V8TT 

4.4 

423 

750 

A8 

2265’ 

' 4.2 

11.1 95 

06/15 

A 



Caterham 


Seven 275 
Roadsport SV175 
CSR175 
Seven 485 


2yr/5 0,0 00km 
www.caterhamcars.com.au 


The joy of simplicity 

S Ridiculously fast and f un ; unassisted steering a joy at speed ; smokes GT3s at track days 
U OOuaiity and reiiabiiity doubts; unforgiving ride; noABS; heavy steering; tight cabin 
' • The Pick: Superlight is Oz’s quickest new ’car’ under $100K. If it’s not raining, that is 

$69,300 [4 1.6 100 160 M5 590 - = 6.2 95 60 ^ 

ir 


$79,975 

$86,650 


L4 


2.0 127 177 
2.0 127 177 


M6 


600 

625 


4.9' - 

5.0 - 


L4 


$108,990 

1 34 i wheelsmag.com.au 


2.0 127 206 M6 600 3.9 - 


— 

'iJ 

~jr 


95 60 

95 6 O' 07/15 


95 60 



Chery 


3yr/100,000km 

www.cherymotors.com.au 



Not a guality choice 

0 A surprisingly decent-iooking smaii hatch for iight-hatch money; six airbags standard 
B] Frankiy, the J3 is not cheap enough given its poor build quality and thirsty engine 
The Pick: None. A Honda Jazz is roomier, identically priced and leagues better 

$14,990* L4 1.6 93 160 M5 1350 83 91 49 F 


$16,990* 


1.6 93 160 


1350 


8.7 91 48 



Mid-sized SUV for small-hatch money 
171 Metal for money equation; drive-away pricing; looks a bit like an old Toyota RAV4 
IS) Looks a bit like an old Toyota RAV4; performs like 4WDs from 20 years ago 
The Pick: Bzzzt, again. Smart money buys a second-hand Subaru Forester or Outback 

$19,990* L4 1.6 93 160 M5 1343 - - 7.4 91 46 F_ 

$21,990* 


3yr/100,000km 

www.chrysler.com.au 


Chrysler 


Reprised (and re-priced) Yank sedan 



0 Shock - new 300 steers and rides (on standard 18s) well, and the Pentastar 3.6 is a gem 
Bl Outmoded five-soeed auto in diesel and SRT8; not a dynamic match for Holden’s VF 


* The Pick: Petroi over the diesei, though SRT8 is lots of car and character for the mone\ 

r 

Limited 

$43,000 

V6 3.6 210 340 

A8 

1801 7.0 

- 

9.4 

91 57 

09/12 

R 

Limited 

$48,000 

V6TD 3.0 176 550 

’A5 

1963 7.8 

- 

7.1 

D 57 


'r 

C 

$46,500 

V6 ^ 3.6 210*340 

A8 

180f 7.0 

- 

9.4 

91 57 


R 

C 

$51,500 

V6TD 3.0 176 550 

A5 

1963 7.8 

- 

7.1 

D 57 


R 

S 

$47,500 

V6 3.6 210 340 

A8 

1879 7.0 

- 

9.4 

91 57 

R 

C Luxury 

$51,000 

V6 3.6 210 340 

A8 

1897 7.0 

- 

9.4 

91 56 

R 

C Luxury 

$56,000 

V6TD 3.0 176 550 

A5 

2042 7.8 

- 

7.1 

D 55 

09/12 

R 

SRT8Core 

$56,000 

V8 6.4 347 631 

A5 

1983 4.9 

- 

13.0 

98 56 

R 

SRT8 Cr Satin Vap'r 

$56,000 

V8 6.4 347 631 

A5 

1983 4.9 

- 

13.0 

98 56 

R 

SRT8 

$66,000 

V8 6.4 347 631 

A5 

2012 4.8 

12.9 

13.0 

98 56 

10/12 

R 


2.8 CRD LX 
2.8 CRD Limited 


Grand Voya 


A big box that moves 
ES All you’ll probably ever want in an MPV: seven-seat space, practical features and torque 
Bl Average dynamics; bland image; sluggish performance; doesn’t feel like $58-78K worth 
The Pick: Fake your disappearance before surfacing in Spain as a farmhand called Pancho 

$57,500 L4TD 2.8 120^360 A6 2100 ' 12.8^ - 8.4 D 55 F 

$77,500 L4TD 2.8 120 360 A6 2100 12.8 - 8.4 D 55 F 


Citroen 


6yr/unlimited 

www.citroen.com.au 



Pretty, but passive 

G3 Delightful 1.2 triple; neatly styled French cuteness; fish-bowl vision; step-into cabin 
B] Hideous four-speed auto is a boat anchor; no 1.6 manual for Oz; should be cheaper 
» The Pick: Definiteiy the 1.2 manuai, though we can think of better ways to spend $20K 

$J9,990 T 3 ] U 60 118 M5_ 1050 12.3 - 4.5 95 ^^ 

$22,990 L4 1.6' 88" 160 A4 1164 ' 10.9~ - 6.6 95 51 F 


1.6 88 160 A4 1164 10.9 ^ 

Citroen finds form 


6.6 95 50 


DSport 


DSport 



'i fT? Brilliantly anti-retro styling; peppy turbo four; excellent handling; impressive ride quality 
V. El Recent price rise, although it does get more gear; road noise; 1.2 turbo auto not here yet 
The Pick: DSport is the only choice, but why not a hot DS3 with the Pug 208 GTI’s engine? 
$33,990 L4T T.6 121 240 M6 1140 7.5 - 5.6 95 06/15 F 

|»JjJcjjQijJjjjm^Rooflessly French 
^ 0 Fold-back roof retains the DS3’s cool lines and retracts at up to 120km/h 
El When folded back the roof blocks the driver’s rear vision 
The Pick: Uniess you’re utterly obsessed with seeing sky, stick with the DSport hatch 
$36,590 L4T 1.6 121 240^ M6 - - 5.6 9^ 06/15 F 

French vanilla 

0 Frugal engines, decent handling, pleasant ride. Corolla-style pricing 

BI Lacks the dynamic cohesion of Focus and Golf, and where’s the visual character? 

The Pick: Seduction HDi offers more torque and thrift than similarly priced Japanese rivals 



DStyle 
DStyleHDi 
DSport 
DSport 
DSport HDi 


$23,990 

l4 

1.6 

88 

160 

M5 1280 10.8 - 

6.3 

95 44 F 

$25,990 

L4 

1.6 

88 

160 

A4 1345 12.5 - 

7.0 

95 44 F 

$28,990 

L4TD 

1.6 

82 ■ 

270 

S6 1365 11.2 - 

4.4 

D 44 F 

[DS4 

1 Raised to be a hot-hatch 

1 0 Lifts C4’ 

s presence and ride height; turbo petrol fours are great engines 

1 Bl Steering and handling 

aren 

’t to DS3 (or Golf) standards; awful single-clutch gearbox 

The Pick: The DSport. Or for the sensibie, a Goif GTi 



$34,990 

L4T 

1.6 

120 

240 

A6 1284 8.6 - 

7.7 

95 62 F 

$37,990 

L4TD 

2.0 

120 

340 

A6 1300 12.4 17.8 

5.7 

D 60 F 

$37,490 

L4T 

1.6 

120 

240 

A6 

7.7 

95 60 F 

$39,490 

L4T 

1.6 

147 

275 

M6 1316 8.5 15.8 

6.4 

95 60 10/12 F 

$40,490 

L4TD 

2.0 

’ 120 ' 

340 

A6 

5.7 

D 58 ’ F 




























- NEW - 
ARRIVALS 

New models 
for the month 
^ highlighted / 


Showroom 



Not as impressive as it looks 

m Looks terrific; styiish cabin; superb wafting comfort on smooth roads 
[S Doesn’t cope weii with sharp-edged imperfections at iow speed ; odd eiectric steering 
The Pick: Cheaper pricing means C5 now rivais top-spec Japanese mid-sizers 


Exclusive 


$45,190 


Exclusive Tourer wgn $47,190 


L4TD 2.0 120 340 A6 1658 JO.O - 
L4TD __2.0 120 ’^40 A6 169^ J0.2 ^ 

Eccentricity returns! 


7.]_ 

7.1 


43 


45 



Looks fantastic in the metal ; high-quality cabin with rich leather and cool instruments 
[^Coupe-hatch styling affects rear headroom, and boot space isn’t great either 
The Pick: We haven’t driven one locally, but overseas reports are piymising 

$48,990 L4T 1.6 115 240 A6 - - - 7.3 95 51_ _F_ 

$51,990 L4TD 2.0 120 340 A6 - - - 6.1 D 51 F 

|2|E^^^~Part hatch, part SUV7 mPV genes |S 

^ Quirky style; functional and elegant interior; impressive fuel efficiency; fine dynamics 
[Z] Fairly pricey for what is effectively a spacious hatchback; will people get it? 

The Pick: See below if you want a kid carrier, though this five-seater has Tardis-like room 

$40,990 L4T 1.6 12? 240 A6 1310 9.3 - 5.6 95 44 04/15 T ‘ 

Pregnant supermodel 

Head-turning style; space-age cabin; cracker diesel; sharp dynamics; six-year warranty 
OS] Essentially a five-plus two - back row only for adults under 180cm ; seven-up boot space 
The Pick: This stunning new-generation Citroen MPV over any of the turgid alternatives 

$44,990 L4TD 2.0 110 370 A6 ’ 1440 9.6 16.9 4.5 D 44 07/15 F 


Dodge 


Journey 


3yr/10 0,0 00km 
www.dodge.com.au 


Cross-bred MPV/SUV 


S Cabin offers seven seats, lots of clever storage; punchy, throaty new Pentastar V6 

1 IZl Poor quality of cabin plastics and finish ; non-existent dynamics 

The Pick: Attractive on-paper; much less so on the road. Buy a Ford Territory 


$33,500 V6 3.6 206 342 

A6 1942 - - 10.4 

91 

56 

F 

$37,500 V6 3.6 206 342 

A6 1942 - - 10.4 

91 

57 

F 


Ferrari 


3yr/unlimited 

www.ferrariworld.com 



Turbo charger 
E3 More exciting, more engaging, more Ferrari; first Ferrari turbo is a ripper 
IS Roofless cruising carries a weight penalty; not as sharp as other Ferraris 
The Pick: One model fits all, now delivers what a Ferrari GT should 
$409,888 V8T 3.9 415 755 57 1730 3.6 - 13.7 98 

A technological masterpiece 


08/14 R 


Speciale 


0 Epic noise and dynamics set the current-day supercar standard 

1 [Q Purists will lament the absence of an open-gate manual ; McLaren 650S 
The Pick: Toss a coin between this and a McLaren. Heads buys the Ferrai 

ultimately quicker 
1 

$526,950 V8 

4.5 425 

540 

57 

1525 3.4 - 13.3 

98 

60 

12/11 

R 

$550,000 V8 

4.5 445 

540 

57 

1395 3.0 - 11.8 

98 

60 


R 



458 Spid 


Italia with a shaved scalp 

1^ Less tin on top allows more Italian horses into the cabin 

ISGouge-tastic cost of equipment that should be standard, like the $7K reversing camera! 
The Pick: Spider is insanely good, but there’s even greater driving purity in the stiffer Italia 

$590,000 V8 "4.5 419 540 '$7 ' 1430 3.4 - 11.8 98 67 ^ 

Speciale Aperta $635,000 V8 4.5 445 540 57 1445 3.0 - 11.8 98 61 02/15 R 

All-four for all seasons 

I 0 612 replacement offers a superb combination of speed, balance and comfort 
I [Z] A face only a Hyundai designer could love; tail-out heroics toned down 

The Pick: Drivers will pick this smaller four-seat GT over a same-price Mulsanne or Ghost 

$625,000 V12 6.3 486 683 S7 1880 3.7 ^ 15.4 95 53 0^11 A~ 

It's Robbo's favourite car 

I EJ New-age Ferrari flagship integrates tech and old-school emotion, with free servicing! 

IQ We’re being picky but the steering wheel is too fussy; Ferrari isn’t doing long-term loans 
The Pick: F12 trounced Lamborghini’s Aventador in our exclusive compare 




$690,745 


Fiat 


6.3 545 690 57 1630 3.7 - 14.9 95 45 12/14 R 


3yr/100.000km 

www.fiat.com.au 


Evergreen 500 still a cutey 


mm 

1 E3 Updated with new TFT screen ; all non-Abarth prices are drive-away ; S model’s verve 
[Q Awkward driving position; ‘Dualogic’ robotised ’box is appalling, cabin lacks storage 

The Pick: Feisty 500 S six-speed manual for its combination of sports and comfort 

Pop 

$17,000* L4 

1.2 

51 

102 

M5 905 

14.1 

19.2 

5.1 

95 

06/15 F 

Pop 

$18,500* L4 

1.2 

51 

102 

55 ' 940 ‘ 

12.9" 

- 

‘5.0 

95 

F 

5 

$20,000* L4 

1.4 

74 

'131 

M6 970 

io.5 

- 

6.1 

95 

10/14 F 

5 

$21,500* L4 

1.4 

74 

131 

55 980 

10.5 

- 

5.8 

95 

F 

Lounge 

$23,000* L2T 

0.9 

63 ^ 

145 

55 980 

11.0 

- 

3.9 

98 

F 

Abarth Turismo 

$34,000 L4T 

1.4 

118 

230 

M5 1035 

7.4 

- 

5.4 

98 

F 

Abarth Turismo 

$34,000 L4T 

1.4 

118 

230 

55 1070 

7.6 

- 

5.3 

98 

F 

Abarth Competizione$37,000 L4T 

1.4 

118 ‘ 

230 

M5 1035 

"7.4 

- 

5.4 

98 

10/14 F 


AbarthCompetizione$39,500 L4T 1.4 118 230 55 1070 7.6 



OJ Simpson's Ford Bronco 

The slowest car chase in history 


WHAT’S the one thing that 
innocent people don’t do, besides 
killing people? They never run 
away. And yet that was how 
the whole politicised palaver 
over a simple case of a violent 
ex-footballer/celebrity butchering 
his wife and her lover began, 
with OJ fleeing the cops along the 
freeways of Los Angeles. 

More than 95 million people 
watched, live, in 1994 as OJ and 
his good mate A1 Cowlings took 
more than 20 police cars and a 
swarm of news helicopters on 
a Blues Brothers-style car chase, 
albeit one held at just 50km/h, in 
a white 1993 Ford Bronco. 

After the chase, OJ told police, 
“You let them all know I wasn’t 
running”, yet inside the Bronco 
police found a fake goatee and 
moustache with a bottle of 


’ current 

33 years In the L 
Correctional Center i 

r«h •'‘‘^napping ai 

robbery offences ini 
Has never admitted gi 

•o'lings of his wife Ni 
her lover Ron G 


rFOOD 

no's Pizza enjoyed 
d sales during the chase, 
jse most Americans were 
-1 4.K«jr tpipvision sets 


make-up adhesive and receipts 
from a beauty store, along with 
Simpson’s passport and a gun. 

The car became such a symbol 
of the polarising race debate 
around OJ’s trial that Ford saw it 
as a liability and discontinued the 
Bronco line in 1996. 

Cowlings sold the car for a 
reported $200,000 in December 
1995 - just two months after 
Simpson was acquitted of the 
murders against all expectation - 
because “he couldn’t drive it any 
longer” due to the publicity. It 
was reportedly sold to a porn 
baron, or shrewd investors who 
are still waiting to cash in almost 
20 years later. 

The Bronco has subsequently 
turned up in some odd places, 
like the lobby of the Luxor 
Hotel in Las Vegas in mid-2012, 
where it was used to promote 
a new museum of sporting 
memorabilia. Classy. 
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FIAT - HOLDEN 







Price 

Eng 

type 

Eng 

size 

Power 

Torgue 

Trans. 

Kerb 0-100 

weight km/h 

0-400 

metres 

Fuel 

RON 

Resale 

% 

Issue 

tested 

Drive 

fsooc 


; The lid peels off this one 






: ES Essentially a 500 with a massive (easy to use) sunroof, but well-priced for a cabriolel 
' El Paying nearly $4000 to put the 500’s roof down, and the body flex when you do 

The Pick: The new Sport model, which is now cheaper than the base Cabrio used to be 

t 

$21,000 

L4 

1.2 

51 

102 

S6 

945 12.9 

- 

5.0 

95 




$24,000 

L4 

1.4 

74 

13f 

$5 

1010 10.5 

- 

5.8 

95 



F 

$25,500 

L2T 

0.9 

63 

145 

S5 

970 11.0 

- 

3.9 

98 



F 

$39,000 

L4T 

1.4 

118 

230 

M5 

1085 7.4 

- 

5.4 

98 



F 

$41,000 

L4T 

1.4 

118^ 

230 

S5 

1085 1.6 

- 

5.3 

98 



F 


An Italian favourite 
^ Interesting and individual design ; fun to drive; perky 1.2 Fire and charming 1.3 diesel 
fBIToo expensive for what it is; choppy ride; frustrating Dualogic gearbox; Twin Air’s vibes 



$16,500 

L4 

1.2 

51 

102 

M5 

950 

14.2 

- 

5.2 ■ 

91 

55 


F 

$19,000 

L2T 

0.9 

63 

145 

'M5 

985 

11.2 

- 

4.2 

95 

54“’ 

12/13 ^ 

F 

$20,500 

L2T 

0.9 

63 ‘ 

145 

S5 ' 

985 

11.5 

- 

'4.1 " 

95 

54' 



$22,500 

L2T 

0.9 

63 

145 

S5 

990 

11.5 

- 

4.1 

95 

54 


F 

$24,000 

L4TD 

1.3 

55 ’ 

190 

M5’ 

1040 

' 13.2“ 

I 

4.2‘ 

D 

54 


F 


Old, but has its charm 

S! Comfortable, roomy, torquey, economical, customisable; Pop manual is a fine city car 
[SJCrappo Dualogic ’box; base Pop gets old Punto dash; where’s the 99kW 1.4 Multiair? 


Pop 

$15,900 

I4' 

1.4 

57 

115 

M5 

'1024 

13.2 

- 

5.7 

91 

'49 

12/13" F 

Pop 

$17,400 

L4 

1.4 

57 

115 

S5 

1039 

'13.2 

- 

5.4 

91 

47“ 

> 

Easy 

$19,300 

L4 

1.4 

57 

115 

S5 

1050 

13.2 

- 

5.4 

91 

47 

F_ 

Lounge 

$21,800 

L4 

1.4 

57 “ 

115 

S5 

1050 

13.2 

- 

5.4 

91 

45 

F 



Fiat's first SUV (sort of...) 


El Chrysler know-how means parent company Fiat gets to have its own MPV/SUV 

E) Brilliant value, but needs to be considering its Dodge Journey DNA 

The Pick: The base model version with its standard features is great value for money 

$28,000 L4 

2.4 

125 

220 A6 1874 - 

- 

9.8 

91 51 

F 

$30,000 L4 

2.4 

125 

220 A6 1874 - 

- 

9.8 

91 50 

F 

$33,000 I4 

2.4 

125' 

220 A6 1874 - 

- 

9.8 

91 49 

F 

$33,000 L4TD 

2.0 

125 

350 M6 1874 11.0 

- 

6.3 

D 49 

F 

$37,500 V6 

3.6 

206 

342 A6 1820 - 


10.4 

91 

F 


Fold 


3yr/100,000km 

www.ford.com.au 



Ambiente hatch 
Ambiente hatch 
Ambiente sedan 
Ambiente sedan 
Trend hatch 
Trend hatch 
Trend TDCi hatch 
Trend sedan 
Trend TDCi sedan 
Sport hatch 
Sport hatch 
Sport TDCi hatch 
Titanium hatch 
Titanium TDCi hate 
Titanium sedan 


$17,825 

L4 

1.5 82 ■ 

140 

M5 

- 

- 

- 

5.8 

91 

66 


F 

$19,790 

L4 

1.5 82 

140 

56 

1128 

113 

18.1 

5.8 

91 

64 

03/15 

F 

$20,525 

L3T 

1.0 ~92 ' 

170 

’M5' 

1127 ' 

10.3 

17.3 

4.9 " 

91 

63" 

’ 07/14 

F 

$22,525 

L3T 

1.0 92 

170 

56 

- 

- 

- 

5.3 

91 

63 


F 

$25,990 

L4T 

1.6 134" 

240 

M6 

1197 

7.0^ 

14.9 

6.2 

95 

63 

02/14 

F 

^ Focus 


New engines coming 







1 0 Steering and handling excellence; roomy, strong body; torquey turbo-diesel; warbly ST 

1 ElBoth atmo petrols lack torque; too heavy; Thai-built car inferior to 2012 German version 

The Pick: Dual-clutch Trend with 2.0-litre GDI four is respectable value 

$20,290 

L4 

1.6 92 

159 

M5 

1311 

- 

- 

6.2 

95 

54 

02/12 

F 

$22,590 

L4 

1.6 92 

159 

56 

1339 

- 

- 

6.6 

95 

54 


F 

$20,290 

L4 

1.6 92 " 

159 

' M5' 

1311 


- 

6.2 ' 

95 

'54' 


‘ F " 

$22,590 

L4 

1.6 92 

159 

56 

1339 

- 

- 

6.6 

95 

54 


F 

$22,290 

L4 

2.0 125 

202 

M5 

1348 

8.3 

16.3 

7.2 

95 

55 

12/13 

F 

$24,490 

L4 

2.0 125' 

202 

56 

1382 

- 

- 

6.6 

95 

55 


F 

$28,090 

L4TD 

2.0 120 

340 

56 

1495 

- 

- 

5.5 

D 

53 


F 

$24,590 

L4 

2.0 125' 

202 

56 

1382 

- 

- 

6.6 

95 

54 

02/12 

F 

$28,090 

L4TD 

2.0 120 

340 

56 

1501 

- 

- 

5.5 

D 

53 


F 

$25,890 

L4 

2.0 "125 ■ 

202 

M5 

1368 

- 

- 

7.2 

95 

' 54" 

02/12 

""f 

$28,190 

L4 

2.0 125 

202 

56 

1401 

- 

- 

6.6 

95 

53 


F 

$31,690" 

L4TD 

2.0 120 ’ 

340 

56 

1515 

- 

- 

’5.5 ' 

D 

"53' 


F 

$32,990 

L4 

2.0 125' 

202 

56 

1435 

8.9 

16.5 

6.6 

95 

54 

12/11 

F 

h $36,490 

L4TD 

2.0 120 

340 

56 

1537 

8.8 

16.5 

5.5 

D 

54 

10/11 

F 

$32,990 

L4 

2.0 ‘125 ■ 

202 

56 

1436 

- 

- 

6.6 

95 

54 


F 

n $36,490 

L4TD 

2.0 120 ’ 

340 

56 

1543 

- 

^ 

5.5 

D 

54' 


F ’ 

, $38,990 , 

-L4T 

2.0 184 360 

M6 

1389 

6.5 

- 

7.3 

98 

55 

07/15 

F 


El Superb c 
E]Top-spei 

shassis; vast and quiet interior; plush seats; sweet petrols; diesel frugality; value 
; Titanium interior not special enough ; cabin plastics below VW levels; weight 
i/lid-level Trend delivers easily the finest combination of dynamism and comfort 

« The Pick: 1 

Ambiente hatch $32,790 

L4 

2.0 

149 

345 

A6 1605 - 

- 

8.2 

95 


06/15 

F 

Ambiente wagon $34,640 

L4 

2.0 

149 

345 

A6 1649 - 

- 

8.5 

95 



F 

Ambiente TDCi hatch$36,790 

L4TD 

2.0 

132 ' 

400 

S6 1659 8.6 

- 

5.1 

D 



F 

Ambiente TDCi wag $38,640 

L4TD 

2.0 

132 

400 

S6 1703 8.7 

- 

5.3 

D 


06/15 

F 



Price 

Eng 

type 

Eng 

size 

Power Torgue 

Trans. 

Kerb^^ 

0-100 

km/h 

0-400 

metres 

Fuei 

RON 

Resaie 

% 

issue 

tested 

Drive 

Trend TDCi hatch 

$40,490 

L4TD 

2.0 132 

400 


1683 

8.6 


5.1 

~ 




Trend TDCi wagon 

$42,340 

'L4TD 

2.0 132 

400 

S6 

1713 

8.7 

- 

5.3 

d’ 



F " 

Titanium hatch 

$44,290 

L4T 

2.0 177 

345 

A6 

1690 

7.9 

- 

8.5 

95 



F 

Titanium TDCi hatch 

$47,490 

L4TD 

2.0 132 

400 

S6 

1744 

8.6 

- 

5.1 

D 



F 

Titanium TDCi wgn 

$49,340 

l4TD " 

2.0 132 

400 

S6 

1782 

9.1 

16.6 

5.3 

D 


07/15 

F 


1 Falcon 

1 New threads and tech for ageing sedan 


0 Polished ride and handling; quick turbo six; punchy turbo four; standard sat-nav 

El Dated cabin; compromised driving position; new XR8's very firm ride 

The Pick: Regular XR6 has long been the best Falcon, though possibly a G6E Ecoboost 


$36,400 

L6 

4.0 

195 

391 

A6 

1710 

- 

- 

9.0 

91 

42 


R 

Ecoboost 

$36,400 

L4T 

2.0 

179 

353 

A6 

1648 

6.5 

14.5 

8.0 

91 

42 


R 

EcoLPi 

$38,900 

L6 

4.0 

198’ 

409 

A6 

1757 


- 

11.7 

L 

44 


R 

G6E 

$40,110 

j^6 

4.0 

195 

391 

A6 

1756 

73 

15.3 

9.5 

91 

51 


R 

G6E Ecoboost 

$40,110 

L4T 

2.0 

179 

353 

A6 

1706 

6.8 

14.8 

8.7 

91 

51 

02/15 

R 

G6E EcoLPi 

$42,610 

L6 

4.0 

198 

409 

A6 

1798 

- 

- 

12.6 

L 

52 


R 

G6E Turbo 

$47,050 

L6T 

4.0 

270 

533 

A6 

1789 

5.1 

13.3 

11.7 

95 

52 


R 

XR6 

$36,090 

L6 

4.0 

195' 

391 

M6 

1728 

- 

- 

11.1 

91 

63 


R 

XR6 

$38,290 

L6 

4.0 

195 

391 

A6 

1749 

7.2 

15.2 

9.5 

91^ 

55 


R 

XR6 EcoLPi 

$40,790 

L6 

4.0 

198 

409 

A6 

1780 

- 

- 

12.6 

L 

57 


R 

XR6 Turbo 

$43,490 

L6T 

4.0 

270 

533 

M6 

1769 

- 

- 

12.0 

95 

63 


R 

XR6 Turbo 

$45,690 

L6T 

4.0 

270 

533 

A6 

1779 

5.2“ 

13.4 

11.7 

95 

55 


R 

XR8 

$53,490 

V8S 

5.0 

335 

570 

M6 

1858 

- 

- 

13.6 

95 

63 


R 

XR8 

$55,690 

V8S 

5.0 

335 

570 

A6 

1861 

5.2 

13.3 

13.7 

95 

59 

01/15 

R 



Falcon gets uted, for the last time 
Same front end as sedan means accurate steering and decent turn-in ; muscular engines 
IS Leaf-sprung rear end lacks grip on broken surfaces, compromises chassis balance 
The Pick: Base model is a fine workhorse. Turbo six can overpower the chassis 


The driver's light hatch 

m Superb handling - especially ST ; great steering ; new dual-clutch is a gem ; ST is a legend 
IS Lacks the space and versatility of Jazz, and the cabin class of just about every rival 
The Pick: Rorty-sounding, briiiiant-handiing ST is sensational - both for ability and value 

$15,825 L4 1.5 82 140 M5 - - - 5.8 91 68 F 

$17,825 L4 1.5 82 140 S6 - 



Ambiente FWD 
Ambiente FWD 
Ambiente AWD 


$29,790 L6 

4.0 195 

391 

A6 

1611 - 

- 

91 52 

R 

$32,290 L6 

4.0 198 

409 

A6 

1678 - 

- 

L 52 

R 

$32,640 L6 

4.0 195' 

391 

A6 

1611 - 

- 

- 91 57 

R 

$35,140 L6 

4.0 198 

409 

A6 

1672 - 

- 

L 54 

R 

$39,810 L6T 

4.0 270 

533 

A6 

1816 5.5 

13.6 

95 59 

07/11 R 


Fiesta in a leotard 




1 0 Brilliant 1 .0-litre turbo triple; impressive steering and handling ; compact size; Fiesta DNA 

f\ El Low-grade interior plastics; ugly spare wheel placement; gutless 1.5-litre; average tyres 

* The Pick: The 1.0-litre manua 

1 - smooth, characterful and effortless ... unlike the atmo 1.5 

$20,790 L4 

1.5 82 

140 

M5 

1242 13.3 

- 

6.5 95 57 

F 

$22,790 L4 

1.5 82 

140 

56 

1267 14.1 

- 

6.5 95 57 

F 

$22,290 L3 

“1.0 92 ■ 

170 

M5 

1275 12.7 

- 

5.7 95 57 

F 

$24,290 L4 

1.5 82 

140 

56 

1276 14.1 

- 

6.5 95 57 

F 

$25,790 L3 

1.0 92 

170 

M5 

1280 12.9 

18.5 

5.7 95 56’ 

01/14 f’ 

$27,790 L4 

1.5 82 ■ 

140 

56 

1289 14.l" 

- 

6.5 95 55 

02/14 F 

1* Kuga 

Fresh engines bring renewed zing 


^ Upholds Ford’s great reputation for handling and steering; room; presence; ' 

value 

[Si No manual on AWD versions; average rear seat; not 

as frugal as some rivals 


The Pick: New 2.0 turbo petrol is a winner and makes it 

one of the better performing SUVs 

$27,490 L4T 

1.5 110 

240 

M6 

1558 - 

- 

6.3 95 59 

F 

$28,990 L4T 

1.5 134 

240 

A6 

1595 - 

- 

“7.2 95 58 

F " 

$31,490 L4T 

1.5 134 

240 

A6 

1667 - 

- 

7.4 95 58 

A 



INSIGNIA 


OPEL’S Insignia is back for another 
bout, this time wearing a Holden 
badge. The change in brand has 
also saved punters $8000, although 
there’s unlikely to be a stampede 
to jump behind the wheel of the 
Euro-sourced four-door: between 


2011 and 2014 just 516 were sold 
here as Opels. And with the V8 
Commodore range burbling away 
in the same showroom, it’s difficult 
to see many being tempted by the 
twin-turbo V6 AWD that’s the hero 
of Holden’s Opel-sourced range. 


1 36 i wheelsmag.com.au 


















NEW 


I ARRIVALS 

\ New models 
■ for the month 
highlighted y 



Showroom 


Trend 

Trend 

Titanium 

Titanium 



Eng 

Eng 



Kerb 0-100 

0-400 Fuei 


Resale Issue 


Price 

type 

size Power 

Torque Trans. 

weight km/h 

metres cons. 

RON 

% tested 

Drive 

$36,490 

L4T 

2.0 178 

345 

A6 

1700 - 

8.8 

’ 95 

58 

A 

$38,490 

L4TD 

2.0 132 

400 

S6 

1749 - 

5.5 

D 

58 

A 

$44,990 

L4T 

2.0 178 

345 

A6 

1732 - 

8.8 

95 

57 

_ A 

$47,990 

L4TD 

2.0 134 

400 

S6 

1782 - 

5.6 

D 

57 

A 


Territory 


Great design is timeless 



Diesel economy; petrol punch; slick Titanium variant makes the most of its fresh styling 
[E]TDV6 is an old engine; electric steering lacks feel; hard, unappealing cabin plastics 


The Pick: Pragmatic TX 

is a family-car bargain, but suave Titanium is the most alluring 


TXRWD 

$37,490 

L6 

4.0 

195 

391 

A6 

1967 

- 

- 

10.2 

91 

54 

06/11 

R 

TXRWDTDCi 

$40,740 

V6TD 

2.7 

140 

440 

A6 

2021 

- 

- 

8.2 

D 

54 


R 

TXAWDTDCi 

$45,740 

V6TD 

2.7 

140 

440 

A6 

2107 


- 

8.8 

D 

54 


A 

TSRWD 

$42,240 

L6 

4.0 

195 

391 

A6 

2011 



- 

- 

■■10.5' 

91 

56 


R 

TSRWDTDCi 

$45,490 

V6TD 

2.7 

140 

440 

A6 

2072 

- 


8.2 

D 

55 

12/11 

R 

TSAWDTDCi 

$50,490 

V6TD 

2.7 

140 

440 

A6 

2144 

- 

- 

9.0 

D 

55 

02/15 

A 

Titanium RWD 

$48,490 

L6 

4.0 

195 

391 

A6 

2047 

- 

- 

10.5 

91 

55 

10/11 

R 

Titanium RWDTDCi 

$51,741 

V6TD 

2.7 

140 

440 

A6 

2109 

- 

- 

8.2 

D 

55 


R 

Titanium AWD TDCi 

$56,740 

V6TD 

2.7 

140 

440 

A6 

2167 



9.0 

D 

55 

05/11 

A 



Great Wall 


3yr/100,000km 

www.greatwallmotors.com.au 


Pricing wall smashed 


X240 

X200 

X200 


Great pricing for a mid-sized SUV; torquey turbo-diesel tries to shift all that weight... 
IS - but acceleration could be measured with an egg timer; refinement well below par 
The Pick: The diesel manual. Or just about any second-hand Japanese SUV 


$23,990* 

L4 

2.4 

100 

200 

M5 

1805 - 

- 

10.3 95 

45 


A 

$27,990* 

L4TD 

2.0 

105 

310 

M6 

1890 - 

- 

7.6 D 

45 


A 

$29,990* 

L4TD 

2.0 

105 

310 

A5 

1890 - 


9.2 D 

44 


A 



3yr/100.000km 

www.holden.com.au 



Holden 


Barina Spark 


Cute, but clueless ' 

0 Cute styling will appeal to young women; frugal 1.2; ESC and six airbags standard 
SI Neither a hot performer or a great handler; plasticky interior; oversized headlights 
The Pick: A three-cylinder Nissan Micra is miles better, as is a regular Barina 

$12,890 14 1.2 59 107 M5 967 12.4 18.7 5.6 91 62 04/11" F 


$15,090 14 1 .2 63 113 A4 981 - 

Styled by an Aussie 


91 60 



, 0 Keen pricing, with alloys and cruise control standard; sharp styling; decent handling 
^ [SWheezy Family One engine; short-geared manual; unsettled ride; RS auto calibration 

The Pick: Much-improved over the iast model, but Barina remains an also-ran, not a leader 

$15,390 

L4 

1.6 85 

155 

M5 

1193 

11.1 17.8 

6.8 91 

58 11/11 

F 

$17,590 

L4 

1.6 85 

155 

A6 

1249 

12.4 18.6 

7.3 91 

58 03/15 

F 

$15,890 

L4 

1.6 85 

155 

M5 

1208 

- 

91 

58 

F 

$18,090 

L4 

1.6 85 

155 

A6 

1223 

13.1 18.9 

9.5 91 

58 10/14 

F 

$20,090 

L4 

1.6 85 

155 

A6 

1220 

- 

91 

57 

F 

$20,590 

L4 

1.6 85 

155 

A6 

1235 

- 

91 

56 

F 

$21,390 

L4T 

1.4 103 

200 

M6 

1249 

- 

6.5 91 

56 01/14 

F 

$23,590 

L4T 

1.4 103 

200 

A6 

1275 

- 

6.5 91 

54 01/14 

F 


Built (mostly) by Aussies, mate 



Simplified range for 2015; excellent handling of SRi and SRi-V models; impressive 
' refinement; well-damped ride; value for money; decent boot; roomier than most rivals 
fSI Harsh 1.8 petrol needs euthanising; cheap cabin; weight and thirst; ungainly new front 
The Pick: SRi manual or auto - both are good value and feature winning dynamics 

$19,890 

L4 

1.8 104 176 

M5 

1380 

- 

7.0 

91 

54 

F 

$22,090 

L4 

1.8 104 176 

A6 

1402 

- 

7.4 

91 

53 

F 

$19,890 

’L4 

1.8 104 176 

M5 

1391 

- 

7.0 

91 

54 

F 

$22,090 

L4 

1.8 104 176 

A6 

1415 

- 

7.4 

91 

53 

F 

$24,840 

L4 

1.8 104 176 

A6 

1409 


7.0^ 

91 

54 

‘ F 

$23,140 

L4T 

1.6 132 230 

M6 

1450 

- 

7.4 

91 

55 

F 

$25,340 

L4T 

1.6 132 230 

A6 

1479 

- 

7.9 

' 91 

54 

F 

$23,140 

L4T 

1.6 132 '230 

M6 

1460 

- 

- ''7.4 

91 

55 

F 

$25,340 

L4T 

1.6 132 230 

A6 

1488 

- 

7.9 

91 

54 

F 

$27,140 

L4T 

1.6 132 230 

M6 

1465 

- 

7.4 

91 

53 

F 

$29,340 

L4T 

1.6 132 230 

A6 

1493 

- 

7.9 

91 

53 

F 

$27,140 

L4T 

1.6 132 '230 

M6 

1474 

8.3 

~ 15.8 7.4 

91 

53 11/14 

F 

$29,240 

L4T 

1.6 132 230 

A6 

1503 

8.6 

16.2 7.9 

91 

53 

F 

$24,090 

L4 

1.8 104 176 

A6 

- 

- 

7.4 

91 

54 

F 

$26,840 

L4 

1.8 104 176 

A6 

- 

- 

7.4 

91 

52 

F 


It's baaaaaaack (again) 

f2J Way cooler than a Cruze; cheaper and faster than its Opel-badged predecessor 

It’s not a brand new model; ageing interior; ditsy auto calibration; no reversing camera 
The Pick: VXR is a weapon that will give Golf GTI and Megane RS plenty to think about 


GTC 

~ $26,990 

L4T 

1.6 

147 280 

M6 

1485 - 

6.9 

95 

F j 

GTC 

$29,190 

L4T 

1.6 

125 260 

A6 

- - - 

6.9 

95 

F ' 

GTC Sport 

$29?990 

L4T 

1.6 

147 280 

M6' 

1498 - - 

6.9 

95 

F 

GTC Sport 

$32,190 

L4T 

1.6 

125 260 

A6 

- 

6.9 

95 

F 

VXR 

$39,990 

[4T 

2.0 

206 400 

M6 

1543 6.0 - 

8.0 

95 

07/15 T’ 



JFK's Lincoln Continental 

A car called Lincoln was surely ominous 


SO, THE President’s coming 
to town, and we’ve had a few 
nut-bars suggesting they might 
want to kill him while he’s here 
in good oT gun-lovin’ Texas, so 
what kind of car should we use to 
parade him through the streets of 
Dallas? Armoured maybe? Nah, 
let’s go with a convertible. 

We’re all familiar with what 
happened next that notorious 
day in 1963, but what you 
might not know is that the 
special stretched blue Lincoln 
Continental convertible was put 
straight back into service, once 
they’d cleaned the brains out, 
and served another 13 years in 
the Presidential motorcade. 

And just in case you think that 
Americans are simple, we’ll have 
you know that they painted it 
black, so no one would notice, 
and upgraded it with bulletproof 
armour before giving it to 
Lyndon B Johnson to drive around 


,ner the horse had 

. total replaceihen 

o about $500,000, 

,3 8m today- It is. 
lu^se, priceless now. 


ITEBNAL MYSTERY 

he car’s original windshield, 

•omplete with bullet holes, is 

itill held in the National Arrives 

n yyashington. And we still don t 


in (apparently he never felt very 
comfortable in it). It carried every 
President after that, up to Gerald 
Lord (1974-77). 

The reason they kept in active 
service what has become an 
iconic piece of American history 
- and is now on show at the 
Henry Lord Museum in Detroit - 
was entirely pragmatic. It would 
have taken too much time, and 
money, to get a new one. 

The car codenamed X-100 by the 
Secret Service was fitted with all 
kinds of then-exciting equipment, 
including a radio telephone, and 
the rear seat could be raised 
by hydraulics. The total cost 
was about $US200,000 - quite 
a bit more than the $US7300 
asking price for the standard 
car at the time - and that works 
out at around $US1.5 million 
(about $A2m) in today’s dollars, 
according to The Henry Lord. 

Surely it wouldn’t have cost 
that much more to get one 
with a roof? 
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CD 

CD 

CDX 

CDX 



Price 

Eng Eng 

type size Power Torgue 

Kerb 0-100 0-400 

Trans, weight km/h metres 

Fuel 

cons. 

Resale Issue 
RON % tested 

Drive 

1 Malibu 

Better than expected 




0 Surprisingly pleasant ride and handling, good seats, big boot, sweet petrol drivetrain 

El Diesel a bit gruff, weight hampers performance and economy, horrible auto tip-shift 

The Pick: All are decent value on paper, but we’d drive a hard bargain. Or save for a Mazda 6 

$28,890 

L4 2.4 123 225 

A6 1583 10.2 - 

8.0 

91 50 

F 

$32,890 

L4TD 2.0 117 350 

A6 1659 9.9 - 

6.4 

91 50 08/13 

F_ 

$32,790 

L4 2.4 123 225 

A6 1610 9.2 16.6 

8.0 

91 50 ’ 08/13 

F 

^ $36,790 

L4TD 2.0 117 350 

A6 1684 9.9 - 

6.5 

91 49 

F 


Insignia 


Europe's answer to the Commodore 
SI All-paw traction; great front seats; decent grunt once it gets going; digital instruments 
[SI Expensive up against V8 Commodores ; grunt dialled down to protect the auto 'box 
The Pick: A Commodore Redline would be a better bet, though Insignia has rarity on its side 

$51,990 :ZV6T . 2.8 239 435 A6 - 6.3 - 10.9 95 A 

Space, polish, panache 

SI Benchmark ride/handling/steering; cabin space and class; Redline scores shift paddles 
[S] Evoke still looks like an austerity model; wagons don’t get sedan’s aluminium bootlid 
The Pick: SS-V manual sedan, or the cracking Redline, or the brilliant-value Calais 



,^7 Drop-top Astra, sans grunt 
0 Connected steering and capable chassis; well-equipped; spacious; handsome 
0S9 Weight hurts agility; performance and economy; cabin design far from cutting edge 
The Pick: An Astra, although Cascada is fresh metal in a class where fashion rules 

$41,990 '141 1.6 125 260 A6 1744 9.9 - 7.5 95 07/15 


pTrax 

Trax marks the spot 



0 Neatly packaged and styled; steering and handling; excellent auto; valuator money 
[S3 Hemmed-in rear seat; daggy-looking LS; 1.8’s raucous manners; LTZ’s awful vinyl trim 

The Pick: Considering its vastly superior engine, the LTZ 1 .4T, hopefully with a discount 

$23,990 

L4 1.8 103 

175 M5 1356 - 

7.0 ^ 

91 52 10/13 F 

$26,190 

L4 1.8 103' 

175 A6 1371 - 

7.6 

91 51 ' F 

$28,490 

L4 1.8 103 

175 A6 1371 11.4 

18.0 7.6 

91 51 01/14 F 

$29,990 

L4T 1.4 103 

200 A6 1421 9.3 

16.7 6.9 

91 50 05/15 F 


Captiva 5 


Compact price, not-so-compact size 

0 Attractive Euro styling; decent smooth-road handling; reasonably roomy; cheap pricing 
Q] Four-pot petrol and diesel are both noisy; dated cabin; choppy ride; lifeless steering 
The Pick: Captiva ]s cheap (literally), but also old and underdone. Choose a CX-5 or Kuga 


Evoke 

$35,490 

V6 

3.0 185 290 

A6 

1622 8.1 

15.9 

8.3 

91 

51 07/13 

R 

LT 

$26,490 

L4 

2.4 123 

230 

M6 - 

8.8 

91 

53 

F 

Evoke LPG 

$37,990 

V6 

3.6 180 ’320 

A6 

1704 - 

- 

11.5 

L 

51 

R 

LT 

$28,190 

L4 

2.4 123 ' 

230 

A6 - 

- 8.8 

91 

52 

F 

Evoke Sportwagon 

$37,490 

V6 

3.0 185 290 

A6 

1717 - 

- 

8.6 

91 

53 

R 

LT 

$32,690 

L4TD 

2.2 135 

400 

A6 - 

8.2 

D 

52 

A 

Evoke S'wgn LPG 

$39,990 

V6 

3.6 180 320 

A6 

1800 - 

- 

11.8 

L 

53 

R 

LTZ 

$31,690 

L4 

2.4 123 

230 

A6 - 

8.8 

91 

52 

F 

SV6 

$36,790 

V6 

3.6 210 350 

M6 

1688 - 

- 

9.0 

91 

61 

R 

LTZ 

$35,690 

L4TD 

2.2 135 

400 

A6 - 

8.2 

D 

52 

A 


SV6 Sportwagon 

SS 

SS 

SS Sportwagon 

SSV 

SSV 

SSV Redline 
SSV Redline 
SS V Sportwagon 
SS V Redline S'wgn 
Calais 

Calais Sportwagon 
Calais V 
Calais V 


$40,990 


$42,990 


$45,190 


$47,190 

$46,490 


6.0 260 517 
6.0 270’530 



3.6 210 350 A6 1776 6.9 15.0 9.3 91 57 04/14 R 


6.0 270 530 M6 1729 - 


1.5 91 60 


6.0 260 517 A6 1744 - 


1.5 91 55 07/13 R 


1849 - 
1745 - 


12.2 

11.5 


56 JIO/14 
6l" 


6.0 260 517 A6 1754 - 


1.5 91 56 


6.0 270 530 M6 1766 - 


11.8 91 65 09/13 R 


A6 

A6 


1780 5.7 
1849 ' - 


13.8 11.8_ 
11.7 


60 01/15 
57 ■ 


18 51 - 

1702 7.1 


15.1 


11.8 

9.0 


61 

50 '02/15 


3.6 210 350 
6.0 '260^517 


1730 - 
1778 5.6 


9.0 

^11.7 


07/13 


3.6 210 350 A6 1808 - 


9.3 91 51 


6.0 260 517 A6 1866 - 

■ Australia's sports coupe 


11.7 91 51 07/13 R 



0 For what purports to be a commercial vehicle, the way it drives is exceptional 

SlTradies are turning towards cab-chassis utes, not this true-blue, truly talented steed 

The Pick: Anything with an ’S’ at the front - all of them are sports cars with massive boots 

$33,490 

V6 

3.6 

210 350 

A6 

1656 

- 

9.0 

91 

57 


R 

$33,490 

V6 

3.6 

210 350 

M6 

1680 

- 

9.0 

91 

72 

07/13 

R 

$35,690 

V6 

3.6 

210 350 

A6 

1681 

- 

9.0 

91 

62 

R 

$39,490 

V8 

6.0 

270 530 

M6 

1720 

- 

11.5 

91 

66 

R 

$41,690 

V8 

6.0 260 517 

A6 

1733 

- 

11.5 

91 

58 

R 

$42,990 

V8 

6.0 270 530 

M6’ 

1736 

- 

11.5 

91 

67 

07/13 

R 

$45,190 

V8 

6.0 260’ 517 

A6" 

1749 

- " - 

11.5 

91 

59 

R 

$48,990 

V8 

6.0 270 530 

M6 

1739 

- 

11.8 

91 

65 

R 

$51,190 

V8 

6.0 260 517 

A6 

1753 

- 

11.8 

91 

57 

R 


WN Caprice 


Same outside, fresh inside • ~ - J 

0 Tough elegance; great new interior; V8 brawn and burble; incredible value for money 
[S Badge snobs won’t like it; measure your garage before buying this 5.2-metre behemoth 
• The Pick: Refreshed Caprice V is a terrific sports-luxury limousine 

$59,490 V6 3.6 180 320 A6 1816 - - 9.3 ~^T3 ' r’ 


0 Worthwhile electric (and petrol) range; admirable efficiency; superb ride and refinement 
El Expensive; interior not $60K worth; economy figure not great when driven on petrol 
The Pick: Priced to compete with 320d and A4 1 .8T, but Volt doesn’t feel as premium 

$59,990 i4H T4 IIT 370 ' A1 17^ " '9.2 16.7 1.2' 91" 43' 10/12 ' f 




SMARTER & 
EASIER 

With news, reviews, 
videos, image galleries 
- and plenty more! 


www.wheelsmag.com.au 



0 Lots of metal for the money; nine years old but decent to look at; seven seats standard 
S] Commodore-derived 3.0 V6 is thrashy; can’t match a Territory for dynamics or comfort 
The Pick: LT diesel is affordable, torquey and well-equipped, but Captiva is way past it 


$30,490 

L4 

2.4 

T23 

230 

A6 - - - 

93 

91 

60 

05/11 

F 

$33,490 

L4TD 

2.2 

135 

400 

A6 - - - 

7.6 

D 

60 


A 

$36,490 

V6 

3.0 

.190 

288 

A6 - - - 

10.1 

91 

59 


A 

$37,490 

L4TD 

2.2 

135 

400 

A6 - - - 

8.5 

D 

'59' 


A 

$40,490 

V6 

3.0 

190 

288 

A6 - - - 

10.1 

91 

59 


A 

$41,490 

'L4TD' 

2.2 

135 ’ 

400 

A6 - - - 

"8.5 

D 

59 


A 


Seven-seat grand-daddy space master 



0 Better value than almost identical blood brother, the Isuzu MU-X 
^ El Not as cohesive and polished as the slightly smaller Captiva 7, and doesn't drive as well 
The Pick: If you're space-chasing, the entry level LT has all you need in terms of kit 

$47,490 

L4TD 

2.8 147 

500 

A6 2170 

9.2 

D 

60 


A 

$50,990 

L4TD 

2.8 147 

500 

A6 2205 

9.2 

D 

60 


A 


HSV 


3yr/100,000km 

www.hsv.com.au 


Australia's Next Top Model 


Clubsport 
Clubsport 
Clubsport R8 
Clubsport R8 
Clubsport R8 Toure 
Senator Signature 
Senator Signature 
GTS 
GTS 


0 Superb drivetrains, especially ballistic GTS; much-improved agility and interiors 
(SI Value improved, still expensive for a Commodore, but cheap compared to Euros 

The Pick: Either the Clubsport R8 or the bahnstorming GTS ... with either transmission 

$61,990 

V8 

6.2 

317 

550 

M6 

1755 

- 

- 

12.6 

98 

66 


R 

$64,490 

V8 

6.2 

317 

550 

A6 

1773 

- 

- 

12.9 

98 

60 


R 

$73,290 

V8 

6.2 

340 

570 

M6 

1764 

5.0 

13.2 

12.6 

98 

68 

07/13 

R 

$75,590 

V8 

6.2 

340 

570 

A6 

1782 

- 

- 

12.9 

98 

63 


R 

r $76,490 

V8 

6.2 

340 

570 

A6 

1852 

- 

- 

12.9 

98 

63 


R 

$83,990 

V8 

6.2 

340 

570 

M6 

1795 

- 

- 

12.6 

98 

63 


R 

$83,990 

V8 

6.2 

340 

570 

A6 

1813 

- 

- 

12.9 

98 

60 


R 

$94,490 

V8S 

6.2 

430 

740 

M6 

1881 

4.7 

12.8 

- 

98 

61_ 

09/13 

R 

$96,990 

V8S 

6.2' 

430 

740 

A6 

'l899 

4.5 

12.6 

18.5 

98 

57 

10/14 

R 


$60,490 V8 

6.0 260 517 A6 1851 - 

11.7 91 43 

1 

[ Volt ■ 

Smart but expensive 


l-l 1 



The Stealth Gen-F 
0 Gen-F Grange scores full-fat 340kW V8, top-spec interior and lastest MRC suspension 
@ Misses out on the aluminium bonnet/bootlid of VF-based sedans; looks unchanged 
The Pick: Australia’s take on an AMG S-class is a much-altered car beneath its familiar skin 

6.2 340 570 A6 1838 - 


$85,990 V8 


12.9 98 49 




1 Maloo 

1 

Business up front, party out back 




^ 0 Sleeker styling and extensive hardware upgrades make this one very premium ute 
' Bl Hard tonneau cover still looks bulky, despite attempts to trim it down 

The Pick: There’s no mistaking this bad boy for an SS, but is it worth the extra $20K? 

$58,990 

V8 

6.2 

317 550 

M6 

1753 

12.6 

98 

68 

R 

$61,490 

V8 

6.2 

317 550 

A6 

1761 

12.9 

98 

62 

R 

$69,990 

V8 

6.2 

340 570 

M6 

1787 

12.6 

98 

68 

R 

$72,490 

V8 

6.2 

340 570 

A6 

1795 

12.9 

98 

63 

R 


Honda 


3yr/100, 000km 
www.honda.com.au 


Lower price, greater class 


1 0 Ripper entry price for all-new Jazz; polished interior; superb packaging flexibility 
^ El Messy styling ; vague steering ; numb handling ; value dissipates at the top end 
" The Pick: Either the entry-level VTi or possibly the neatly equipped VTi-S CVT 


$14,990 

L4 

1.5 

88 

145 

M5 1048 - - 6.2 

91 

66 


F 

$16,990 

L4 

1.5 

88 

145 

C 1053 10.2 17.3 5.8 

91 

66 

03/15 

F 

$19,790 

'l4 

1.5 

88 ■ 

145 

'C ■ 1095 - - 5.8 ^ 

91 

' 64’ 


' F 

$22,490 

L4 

1.5 

88 

145 

G 1130 - - 5.8 

91 

63 

10/14 

F 


1 38 1 wheelsmag.com.au 























Showroom 



Booted Jazz, re-booted 

0 Riding on an aii-new piatform, new-gen City is far from the putrid drive we expected 
[3 Not pretty, but it's better in thefiesh; VTi-L's wheeis introduce some ride harshness 
The Pick: VTi manuai if you have to, though the CVT ain't too bad if you don't iike cars 


VTi 

$15,990 

'L4 

1.5 88 

145 

M5 

1082 - 

5.8 

91 

64 


F 

VTi 

$17,990 

L4 

1.5 88 

145 

C 

1103 10.7 17.7 

5.7 

91 

63 

10/14 

F 

VTi-L 

$21,390 

'L4 

1.5 88 

145 

C 

1107 - 

5.7 

91 

61 

h8/14 

F 



1 The more things change ... 







0 Price and equipment; keen 1.8- and 2.0-litre fours; competent handling 

IHI OSame-again styling; ordinary refinement; average steering and ride; already dated 



The Pick: Civic sedan easily outclassed by VW Golf or Mazda : 

3 





Vi 

$18,490 

L4 

1.8 103 

174 

M5 

1210 - 

6.8 

91 

64 



VTi 

$20,490 

L4 

1.8 103 

174 

M5 

1210 - 

6.8 

91 

64 

05/12 

F 

VTi 

$22,490 

L4 

1.8 103 

174 

A5 

1222 - 

6.7 

91 

62 

05/12 

F 

VTi-L 

$23,990 

L4 

1.8 103 

174 

A5 

1245 - 

6.7 

91 

61 

08/12 

F 

Sport 

$30,990 

L4 

2.0 114 

188 

A5 

1290 - - * 

7.5 

91 

61 

05/12 

F 


Civic hatch 

I^The Pommy Civic 


VTi-S 

VTi-S 

VTi-L 

VTi-L Navigation 



VTi 

VTi-S 

VTi-L 

V6L 


\S Makeover brings dynamics upgrade; clever seating; impressive drivetrains 
S] Messy dash arrangement; range-wide price rises make rivals more attractive 
The Pick: DTi-S manual, though Focus, Mazda 3 and Golf are all superior 


$22,150 

L4 

1.8 

104 174 

M5 1265 - 

- 

6.4 

91 


F 

$24,450 

L4 

1.8 

104 174 

A5 1302 8.8 

16.5 

6.6 

91 

61 

12/12 

F 

$26,990 

L4 

1.8 

104 174 

A5 1318 - 

- 

6.6 

91 

59 

F 

$31,090 

L4 

1.8 

104 174 

A5 1325 - 

- 

6.6 

91 

- 

F 

1 Accord 

■ 

The car that can steer itself (sort of) 



I Quite stylish for an Accord Seppo; very refined; available with clever self-driving tech 

1 {g] A car for those who begrudgingly drive; dated five-speed autos; as boring as a white wall 
The Pick: If you can handle the Accord's appallingly vague steering, a 1959 US Pontiac 

$31,490 

L4 

^ 2.4 

129 

225 

A5 1510 - 

- 

7.9 

91 

61 

07/13 

F 

$33,490 

L4 

2.4 

129 

225 

A5 1530 - 

- 

7.9 

91 

57 


F 

$41,490 

L4 

2.4 

129 

225 

A5 1572 9.0 

16.5 

8.1 

91 

59 

08/13 

F 

$51,990 

V6 

3.5 

206 339 

A6 1667 - 

- 

9.2 

91 

57 

07/13 

F 


Best Honda currently on sale 



Smart styling; generous equipment; 'magic seat' packaging cleverness; okay dynamics 
SD Limited range (no 4WD, no manual); flimsy luggage cover; anaesthetised steering 

The Pick: Entry-level VTi offers a tempting package for a tasty price 

VTi 

$24,990 L4 

1.8 

105 

172 

C 1328 - 

- 

^6.6 

91 


04/15 

F 

VTi-S 

$27,990 L4 

1.8 

105 

172 

C 1366 - 

- 

6.9 

91 



F 

VTi-L 

$32,990 L4 

1.8 

105 

172 

C 1366 10.2 

17.5 

6.9 

91 


05/15 

F 



Smaller outside, bigger inside 

[?! strong diesel; sweet petrol drivetrains; roomy cabin and cargo space; ciever design 
Sl2.0-iitre trades fiexibiiity for economy; duii dynamics; patchy ride; vague steering 
The Pick: Punchy DTi-S manuai is good vaiue, with far superior economy and AWD grip 


VTi 

$27,490 

L4 

2.0 

114 

190 

M6 

1460 

10.0 

- 

7.8 

91 

62 


F 

VTi 

$29,790 

L4 

2.0 

114 

190 

A5 

1488 

- 

- 

7.7 

91 

62 


F 

VTi AWD 

$32,790 

L4 

2.4 

140 

222 

A5 

1580 

- 

- 

'8.7 

91 

62 


A 

VTi-S 

$33,290 

L4 

2.0 

114 

190 

A5 

1488 

- 

- 

7.7 

91 

62 


F 

VTi-S AWD 

$36,290 

L4 

2.4 

140 

222 

A5 

1580 

- 

- 

8.7 

91 

62 


A 

VTi-L 

$39,290 

L4 

2.0 

114 

190 

A5 

1488 

- 

- 

7.7 

91 

62 


‘f 

VTi-L AWD 

$42,290 

L4 

2.4 

140 

222 

A5 

1580 

11.3 

17.9 

8.7 

91 

62 

08/14 

A 

DTi-S AWD 

$35,990 

L4 

2.2 

110 

350 

M6 

1664 

9.7 

- 

5.8 

' D 

62 

03/14 

A 

DTi-S AWD 

$38,290 

L4 

2.2 

110 

350 

A5 

1723 

10.6 

- 

6.7 

D 

61 


A 

DTi-LAWD 

$43,040 

L4 

2.2 

110 

350 

A5 

1770 

10.6 

- 

6.9 

D 

61 


A 



Odyssey becomes a breeder bus 
S Taii, ungainiy new body makes Odyssey a true Tarago aiternative; improved economy 
[g] Everything great about the oid Odyssey no ionger appiies - this one's a van with seats 
The Pick: Besides a vasectomy, probabiy the VTi for its additionai seat and iower price 

$37,610 U 2.4 W 225 1776 ^ - Ts " 91 04/14 ’ f”” 

$46,040 L4 ~ 2.4' 129 225 C 1819 - - 7.8 ’ 91 '04/T4 'f 


Hyundai 


5yr/unlimited 

www.hyundai.com.au 


Fills the gap left by Getz 
0 Neat styling; keen pricing; quaiity interior design; eager 1.4 with six-speed manuai 
ISJ Not a patch on Fiesta for steering and handiing ; 1 .6 dropped to make room for Accent 
The Pick: 1.4 Active 3dr manual because it's the cheapest, but you're better off elsewhere 


Active 3dr 

$15,590 

L4 

1.4 74 

136 

M6 

1121 

- 

- 

5.3 

91 

61 11/12 

F 

Active 3dr 

$17,590 

L4 

1.4 74 

136 

A4 

1145 

- 

- 

5.3 

91 

61 

F 

Active 5dr 

$16,590 

L4 

1.4 74 

136 

M6 

1117 

- 

- 

5.3 

91 

60 11/12 

F 

Active 5dr 

$18,590 

L4 

T4 74 

136 

A4 

1145 

- 

- 

5.3 

91 

60 

F 

Elite 5dr 

$17,590 

L4 

1.4 74 

136 

M6 

1117 

- __ 

- 

5.3 

91 

61 

F 

Elite 5dr 

$19,590 

L4 

1.4 74 

136 

A4 

1145 

- 

- 

5.3 

91 

61 

F 


Accent 


Still foreign to keen drivers 






xS 0 Space, equipment and pricing argue a strong case; Oz-only SR adds sporty flavour 
[g] Sadly, gluggy steering and restless chassis dull the shine for drivers 



The Pick: Either the cheapest Active manual, or 

something else entirely . 

.. like an i30 


Active hatch 

$16,990 

L4 

1.6 91 

156 

M5 

1115 

- 

- 

6.0 

91 ■ 

61 

F 

Active hatch 

$18,990 

L4 

1.6 91 

156 

A4 

1140 

- 

- 

6.0 

91 

61 

F 

Active sedan 

$16,990 

L4 

1.6 91 

156 

M5 

1115 

- 

- 

6.0 

91 

61 

F 



Princess Diana’s Mercedes 

violent death of the people’s princess 


WHEN you heard that Princess 
Diana had died in a horrible car 
crash in Paris in 1997, you were 
no doubt shocked and saddened, 
but a few thousand Benz 
employees must have woken that 
morning and thought, “Oh no, not 
in a Mercedes”. 

For the sharp public relations 
hack or company exec, it wouldn’t 
have taken many seconds to 
realise that this was not going to 
be a great advertisement for the 
safety systems and structural 
integrity of Benz cars, and an 
S-Class no less. 

After the flurry of hatred for 
the media in general, sober 
analysis of the facts revealed 
that no production car would 
have survived the lOOkm/h 
impact with its safety cell, and its 
occupants, intact. 

We also discovered that the 
driver, Henri Paul, was drunk, 
and that Diana and her boyfriend 
Dodi Fayed, inexplicably, weren’t 
wearing seatbelts. And during a 

WHY NO BELTS? 

Extensive forensir 

car was in perfect workina 

the crash. So if 
there was nothing wrong with 
the seatbeits, why wouldn't 
you use them? 


the inside story 

Dodi Fayed’s bodyguard 

Trevor Rees-Jones somehow 

survived the massive impact. 
His face was reconstructed 
by surgeons, but still bears 
some scars from the crash. 
He documented the incident 
in The Bodyguard's Story, 
published in 2000. 


high-speed car chase through the 
streets of Paris. 

Not that that stopped 
the inevitable purveyors of 
conspiracy theories, most notably 
Dodi’s father, Ritz Hotel owner 
Mohamed al-Fayed, who has 
maintained it was a plot by the 
British Royal Family to do away 
with Diana and his son. 

The impact with a column in 
the Pont de I'Alma road tunnel 
shoved the radiator into the 
front seat. Somehow the Princess 
survived the initial crash, only to 
die later in hospital. 

The badly battered remains 
of the car were held in a police 
depot in Fondon until 2008, when 
the official inquest into Diana’s 
death was finished, and they 
were then melted down to make 
sure that none of the pieces 
fell into the hands of mawkish 
souvenir hunters. 
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HYUNDAI - JAGUAR 




Eng 

Eng 


Kerb 

0-100 

0-400 Fuel 

Resale 

Issue 




Eng 

Eng 



Kerb 

0-100 

0-400 

Fuel 


Resale 

Issue 



Price type 

size 

Power Torgue Trans, weight 

km/h 

metres cons. 

RON % 

tested 

Drive 


Price 

type 

size Power Torgue 

Trans. 

weight 

km/h 

metres 

cons. 

RON 

% 

tested 

Drive 

Active sedan 

$18,990 L4 

Hl 

91 156 

A4 1140 


6.4 

~9] ^ 


F 

Active Tourer 

$33,990 

L4 

2.0 130 

213 

A6 

1441 



7.5 

l2L 



F 

SR hatch 

$18,990 L4 

1.6 

103 167 

M6 1115 

9.0 

16.5 6.1 

91 60 

04/14 

F 

Active sedan CRDi 

$32,590 

L4TD 

1.7 100 

320 

M6 

1617 

- 

- 

4.7 

D 

56 


F 

SR hatch 

$20,990 L4 

1.6 

103 167 

A6 1140 

- 

6.6 

91 60 


F 

Active sedan CRDi 

$34,590 

L4TD ^ 

1.7 100 

320 

A6 

1637 

- 

- 

5.6 

_ D 

56 


F 

Elite sedan 

$20,990 L4 

1.6 

103 167 

A6 1140 

- 

6.6 

91 60 


F 

Active Tourer CRDi 

$34,590 

L4TD ' 

1.7 100 

330 

M6 

1495 



- 

4.7 ' 

D 

56 


F 

1 

ri Elantra H 

Series 2 more than a facelift 




Active Tourer CRDi 

$36,590 

L4TD 

1.7 100 

320 

A6 

1514 





5.6 

D 

56 

01/12 

F 


d 0 Updated styling; newfound handling balance and country-road composure; 

eauioment 

Elite sedan 

$36,990 

14 

2.0 130 

213 

A6 

1567 

- 

- 

7.5 

91 

56 


F 

S' 

3 [B Electric steering lacks feel ; ride too firm in town ; engine lacks character 



Elite sedan CRDi 

$39,590 

L4TD 

1.7 100 

320 

A6 

1626 

- 

- 

6.0 

D 

56 


F 


The Pick: The entry-levei Active - 

it’s the best-riding and the best value 



Elite Tourer 

$38,990 

L4 

2.0 130 

213 

A6 

1441 

9.9 

17.1 

7.7 

91 

56 

03/12 

F 

Active 

$20,990 L4 

'l.8 

110 178 

M6 1231 ‘ 

T 

6.6 

'91 56 

03/14 

F 

Elite Tourer CRDi 

$41,590 

L4TD 

1.7 100 

320 

A6 

1514 ^ 

- 

- 

6.0 

_ D 

56 


J_ 

Active 

$23,240 L4 

1.8 

110 178 

A6 1249 


7.1 

91 57 


F 

Premiunn sedan 

$42,990 

L4 

2.0 130 

213 

A6 

1567 

- 

- 

7.7 

91 

- 


F 

SE 

$21,750 L4 

1.8 

110 178 

M6 1231 


6.6 

91 56 


F 

Premium sed CRDi 

$45,590 

L4TD 

1.7 100 

320 

A6 

1626 

- 

- 

6.0 

D 

- 


F 

SE 

$24,000 L4 

‘ 1.8 

110 178 

A6 ' 1249 


7.1 

91 57 


" F 

Premium Tourer 

$44,990 

L4 

2.0 130 

213 

A6 

1441 

^ 

- 

7.7 

91 

- 


F 

Elite 

$26,890 L4 

1.8 

110 178 

A6 1309 


7.1 _ 

91 56 


F 

Premium Tour CRDi 

$47,590 

L4TD 

1.7 100 

320 

A6 

1659 

- 

- 

6.0 

D 

- 

01/12 

F 


Premium 


$30,540 L4 1.8 110 178 A6 1309 - 


7.1 91 55 


Driving and ownership ease 



0 Handsome style; uprated diesel with dual-clutch ’box; EU-sourced wagon scores IRS 
[B Volume-selling 1.8 off the pace; dynamics and refinement lack polish; steering is sub-par 


The Pick: New Series li SR gets a sweeter 2.0, but any i30 hatch is a C-grade proposition 

Active 

$20,990 

L4 

1.8 107 175 

M6 

1248 - 

- 

7.0 

91 


F 

Active 

$23,290 

L4 

1.8 107 175 

A6 

1270 - 

- 

7.3 

91 


F 

Active X 

$22,090 

L4 

1.8 107 175 

M6 

1248 - 

- 

7.0 

91 


F 

Active X 

$24,390 

L4 

1.8 107 175 

A6 

1270 - 

- 

7.3 

91 


F 

Active CRDi 

$23,590 

L4TD 

1.6 100 260 

M6 

1310 - 

- 

4.6" 

D 


F 

Active CRDi 

$25,890 

L4TD 

1.6 100 300 

$7 

1337 - 

- 

4.9 

D 


F 

ActiveX CRDi 

$24,690 

L4TD 

1.6 100 260 

M6 

1310 - 

- 

4.6 

D 


F 

ActiveX CRDi 

$26,990 

L4TD 

1.6 100 300 

$7 

1337 - 

- 

4 . 9 " 

D 


F 

SR 

$25,590 

L4 

2.0 124 201 

M6 

1285 - 

- 

7.3 _ 

91 


F 

SR 

$27,890 

L4 

2.0 124 201 

A6 

- 

- 

7.7 

91 


F 

SR Premium 

$30,590 

L4 

2.0 124 201 

M6 

- 

- 

7.3 

91 


F 

SR Premium 

$32,890 

L4 

2.0 124 201 

A6 

- 

- 

7.7 

91 


F 

Premium CRDi 

$34,490 

L4TD 

1.6 100 300 

S7 

1337 - 

- 

4.9 

D 


F 

Active Tourer 

$24,990 

L4 

1.6 98 163 

M6 

1366 - 

- 

6.3 

91 

57 

F 

Active Tourer 

$27,240 

L4 

1.6 98' 163 

A6 

1394 - 

- 

6.9 

91 

57 

F 

Active Tourer CRDi 

$27,590 

L4TD 

1.6 94 260 

M6 

1467 - 

- 

4.6 

D 

57 

F 

Active Tourer CRDi 

$29,840 

L4TD 

1.6 94 260 

A6 

1503 - 

- 

5.8 

D 

57 

F 

Elite Tourer CRDi 

$33,440 

L4TD 

1.6 94 260 

A6 

1503 - 

- 

5.8 

D 

58 

F 


[i40 


Easily the most convincing Hyundai 




^ Mixes style and space with decent dynamics and effective drivetrains 
[B Steering is lifeless; ultimately not that quick; Premium’s ride quality, and its price 

The Pick: Mid-spec Elite, but all are better than Camry and Liberty (and an i45) 

Active sedan 

$29,990 

L4 

2.0 130 213 

M6 

1547 - 

- 

6.8 

91 

56 

F 

Active sedan 

$31,990 

'L4 

2.0 130 213 

A6 

1567 - 

- 

7.5 

91 

56 

F 

Active Tourer 

$32,590 

L4 

2.0 130 213 

M6 

1420 - 


6.8 

91 

56 

F 


NOT much has changed with the 
look of Hyundai’s quirky three- 
and-a-half door Veloster hatchy- 
coupe following a recent update; 
there’s a new bonnet, while the 
Turbo models get a new grille 
and 18s. Revised suspension and 
steering bring a slightly better 
drive while pricing has copped a 


kick south with the turbo models. 
Entry to the forced-induction 
version of the 1.6 -litre direct- 
injection engine is now $29,990, 
bang on the price of its hottest 
rival, the COTY-winning Toyota 86. 
There’s also a new seven-speed 
dual-clutch gearbox and the 
addition of an SR Turbo + model. 





Competent, conservative 
0 Smart styling; excellent road manners; generous rear seat and boot space 
OS) Well-built cabin lacks sophistication; doesn't have the safety kit of some rivals; thirsty 
^ The Pick: Elite, which gets the turbo donk and a decent amount of kit 


$29,990 

L4 

2.4 

138 

241 

A6 

1500 

- 

- 

8.3 

91 

56 

F 

$36,990 

L4T 

2.0 

180 

350 

A6 

1560 

- 

- 

9.2 

91 

56 

04/15 

F 

$41,990 

L4T 

2.0 

180 

350 

A6 

1645 

- 

- 

9.2 

91 

56 

04/15 

F 


Hyundai's first true iuxury car 
Excellent quality; luxury levels of refinement; impressive ride/handling mix; cabin space 
IS Ageing V6 is thirsty and a bit thrashy; expensive option packs undermine its value 
- The Pick: Either the base Genesis or the $71 K Sensory model with premium leather 

$60,000 V6 3.8 232 397 A8 1890 6.5 = ^ ^ ^ 


$71,000 V6 3.8 232 397 A8 1890 6.5 


11.2 91 

11.2 91 


12/14 

12/14 


$82,000 V6 3.8 232 397 A8 1890 6.5 - 


11.2 91 


12/14 


Brave two-plus-one-door coupe 
0 Innovative design, keen pricing, individual styling and Korea’s first-ever dual-clutcher 
IS Can't match the steering and handling excellence of 86/BRZ; atmo 1 .6 struggles 
The Pick: Kids and fashionistas will love it. Enthusiasts will wish they shopped elsewhere 



$24,490 

L4 

' 1.6 

103 

167 

M6 

1180 

9.8 

16.9 

6.4 

91_ 

58 

04/12 

F 


$26,990 

L4 

1.6 

103 

’l67 

S6 

1215 

- 

- 

6.4 

91 

58 


F 

H- 

$29,490 

L4 

1.6 

103 

167 

M6 

1230 

- 

- 

6.4 

91 

58 

" 04/12 

F 

H- 

$31,990 

L4 

1.6 

103 

167 

S6 

1265 

- 

- 

6.4 

91 

58 


F 

SR Turbo 

$29,990 

lTt 

1.6 

150 

265 

'M6^ 

1265 


14.6 

6.9 

91 

58 

03/13 

F 

SR Turbo 

$33,990 

“t4T““ 

1.6 

150 

265 

S7 

1305 

- 

- 

7.1 

"91 

58 


F 

SR Turbo + 

$32,490 

L4T 

1.6 

150' 

265 

M6 

1307 ^ 

- 

- 

6.9 

"91 

58 


F 

, SR Turbo + 

$36,490 

L4T 

1.6 

150 

265 

S7 

1347 

- 

- 

7.1 

91 

58 


F 


Petrols now direct-injection 



Si Sharp pricing; six-speed auto and excellent diesel; much-improved Oz-tuned chassi 
S) Updated styling can’t hide its significant age; ugly dashboard ; overly firm ride 

s 


^ The Pick: it has to be the CRDi oiler. 

But Kuga, Forester, Tiguan and CX-5 are better options 

Active 

$26,990 

L4 

2.0 

122 205 

M5 

1470 

- 

- 

8.2 

91 

63 

04/10 

F 

Active 

$29,190 

L4 

2.0 

122 205 

A6 

1485 

- 

- 

8.4 

91 

63 


F 

SE 

$29,990 

L4 

2.0 

122 205 

M6 

1484 


8.2 

91 


F 

SECRDi 

$37,190 

L4TD 

2.0 

135 392 

A6 

1708 


7.2 

D 


A 

Elite 

$33,590 

J^4 

2.0 

122 205 

A6 

1485 


- 

8.4 

91 

63 


F 

Elite 

$35,190 

L4 

2.4 

136 240 

A6 

1585 

10.3 

17.3 

9.8 

91 

63 

08/14 

A 

Elite CRDi 

$38,590 

L4TD 

2.0 135 392 

A6 

1706 


- 

7/2 

D 

63 

06/12 

A“" 

Highlander 

$38,190 

L4 

2.4 136 240 

A6 

1585 

- 

- 

9.8 

91 

63 


F 

Highlander CRDi 

$40,990 

L4TD 

2.0 135 392 

A6 

1706 

9.7 

16.8 

7.2 

D 

62 

05/10 

A 



Much better than expected 


Active 
Active 
Active CRDi 
Active CRDi 
Elite CRDi 
Highlander CRDi 



0 Roomy cabin with seven seats standard; carry-over diesel is a torque monster 

1 IB Petrol will struggle with Santa Fe's weight; top models are expensive 

The Pick: Active CRDi auto is strong value, but also consider a Territory TDCi 

$38,490 

L4 

2.4 

141 242 

M6 1834 - 

- 

9.0 

91 

59 

A 

$40,990 

L4 

2.4 

141 242 

A6 1864 - 

- 

9.0 

91 

59 

A 

$41,490 

L4TD 

2.2 

145 421 

M6 1927 - 

- 

6.6 

D 

60 

A 

$43,990 

L4TD 

2.2 145 436 

A6 1968 - 

- 

7.3 

D 

60 

11/12 

A 

$48,490 

L4TD 

2.2 

145 436 

A6 1968 - 

- 

7.3 

D 

62 

A 

$53,240 

L4TD 

2.2 145 436 

A6 1968 10.0 

- 

7.3 

D 

63 

12/14 

A 


2.4 

2.5 CRDi 


Value-packed eight-seater 
^ Keenly priced ; plenty of fruit, including twin sliding side doors and rear parking sensors 
IS Concerns over crashworthiness and dynamics; suffice to say it’s an LCV with extra seats 
• The Pick: It’s roomy, but it's a van. Citroen's slick Grand C4 Picasso is the same money! 

2128 


$37,290 

$41,490 


2.4 129 228 

2.5 100 343 


A4 
M6 2215 


10.6 91 
8.1 D 



InHiiiti 


4yr/120,000km 

www.infiniticars.com.au 


Shoots for Europe, and falls short 



1 ^ Thrusty and efficient V6 Hybrid drivetrain; slick build quality; plush seats; rarity 
^ ^ Ill-conceived electronic systems and steer-by-wire steering spell dynamic confusion 


The Pick: One of the new 2.0-litre turbo-petrol fours without all the crappo techno stuff 

2.0 GT 

$50,900 L4T 

2.0 

155 350 

A7 _ 


8.5 

- 

7.3 

95 - 

R 

2.0 s 

$56,900 L4T 

2.0 

155 350 

A7 


8.5 

- 

7.3 

95 - 

R 

2.0 S Premium 

$60,500 L4T 

2.0 

155 350 

A7 


8.5 

- 

7.3 

95 - 

11/14 R 

2.2d GT 

$51,900 L4TD 

2.1 

125 400 

A7 

1729 

8.5 

- 

5.2 

D - 

R 


2.2dS 


$57,900 L4TD 2.1 125 400 A7 1729 8.5 - 5.2 D- 


140 wheelsmag.com.au 



















NEW - 
ARRIVALS , 

New models j 
for the month ■ 
highlighted 


Showroom 




Eng 

Eng 


Kerb 

0-100 

0-400 

Fuei 


Resaie issue 



Price 

type 

size Power Torgue 

Trans. 

weight 

km/h 

metres 

cons. 

RON 

% tested 

Drive 

2. 2d S Premium 

$61,900 

L4TD 

2.1 125 400 

A7 

1729 

8.5 

- 

5.2 

D 

- 

R 

3.5hS 

$67,900 

V6H 

3.5 268 546 

S7 

1775 

5.4 

13.7 

6.8 

95 

- 12/14 

R 

3.5h S Premium 

$73,400 

V6H 

3.5 268 546 

S7 

1853 

5.4 

- 

7.2 

95 

- 

A 



Fine looks, heritage, character 


ISUZU 


GT 

GT 

S Premium 
3.0dGT 

3.0d S Premium 
3.5h Premium 

m 


[^Coupe’s driver appeal; Standard equipment; muscular V6; terrific seats; great vision 
j IS Convertible’s wobbles and stiff ride; foot-operated park brake 

The Pick: GT Premium coupe delivers BMW-style thrills for considerably less 

$63,900 

V6 

3.7 

235 

360 

A7 

1670 5.9 

- 

10.5 

95 

53 

03/12 

R 

$69,900 

V6 

3.7 

235 

360 

A7 

1692 6.1 

14.2 

10.5 

95 

53 

05/14 ' 

R 

$77,400 

V6 

3.7 

235 360 

A7 

1866 6.4 

- 

11.4 

95 

53 

03/12 

R 

1Q70 

■ 

Japan's 5 Series? Not guite 






0 Pacey, efficient hybrid; interesting looks; interesting handling; superb cabin quality 
j [gjSuper-iight and strangely geared steering; Hyundai Genesis is a better luxury sedan 

The Pick: Rivals a Lexus GS but won’t touch a 5 Series or E-Class 

$68,900 

V6 

3.7 

235 

360 

A7 

1652 6.2 

- 

10.2 

98 

46 

11/12 

R 

$68,900 

V6TD 

3.0 

175_ 

550 

A7 

1776 6.9 



J.5 

D 

46_ 


R 

$78,900 

V6 

3.7 

235 

360 

A7 

1702 6.2 

- 

10.2 

98 

46 


R 

$70,900 

V6TD 

3.0 

175 

550 

A7 

1776 6.9 

- 

7.5 

D 

46 


R 

$80,900 

V6TD 

3.0 

175 

550 

A7 

1826 6.9 

- 

7.5 

D 

46 


R 

$82,900 

V6H 

3.5 225 

350 

A7 

1785 5.5 

- 

6.9 

98 

46 


R 


ami 

0 Roomy, luxurious and powerful soft-roader; plenty of grip and grunt; unique appearance 
[S Cargo capacity and visibility suffer for its style; intrusive tyre roar drowns out the V8 


The Pick: Diesel for torque, V8 for grunt, any of them for QX’s stand- 

apart styling 


3.7 GT 

$75,900 

V6 

3.7 

235 

360 

A7 

1893 

6.8 

- 

12.1 

98 

59 

11/12 

A 

3.7 S 

$82,900 

V6 

3.7 

_235_ 

360 

_A7 

1893 

6.8 

- 

12.1 _ 

98 

59_ 


_A _ 

3.7 S Premium 

$85,900 

V6 

3.7 

235 

360 

A7 

1908 

6.8 

- 

12.1 

98 

59 


A 

3.0dGT 

$77,900 

V6TD 

3.0 

175 

550 

A7 

2036 

8.3 

- 

9.0 

D 

60 


A 

3.0dS 

$84,900 

V6TD 

3.0 

175 

550 

A7~ 

2036 

8.3 

- 

9.0 

D 

60 

11/12 

A 

3.0d S Premium 

$87,900 

V6TD 

3.0 

175 

550 

A7 

2051 

8.3 

- 

9.0 

D 

60 


A 

5.0 S Premium 

$104,400 

V8 

5.0 

287 

500 

A7 

1992 

5.8 

- 

13.1 

98 

56 


A 



Isuzu 

5yr/130,000km 

www.isuzuute.com.au 

Ute with a kid-friendly boot 


0 Ready for adventure; big towing capacity; interior kitted out with family in mind 
[g] Bulletproof Isuzu engine lacks Colorado 7's grunt; lumbering separate-chassis ride 

The Pick: Range-topper adds a roof-mounted DVD player, which will mute the kids 

$40,500 L4TD 3.0 

130 

380 

A5 

2000 


8.2 

D 

60 

R 

$42,000 L4TD 3.0 

130 

380 

A5 

2000 


8.2 

D 

60 

R 

$45,600 L4TD 3.0 

130 

380 

A5 

2040 


8.4 

D 

61 

A 

$47,100 L4TD 3.0 

130 

380 

A5 

2040 


8.4 

D 

61 

A 

$53,500 "l4TD 3.0 

130 

380 

A5 ’ 

2060 


8.4 

D 

62 

A 



Jaguar 


3yr/100,000km 

www.jaguar.com.au 



^ Slick exterior and interior banishes ye olde feel ; lovely ride and handling ; superb XFR 
[g] Coupe-like roofline reduces headroom; rear seat set too low; diesel four is laggy 


The Pick: New 2.0T and 2.2D are brilliant value. As is the rapid 

twin-turbo 3.0DS 


2.0T Luxury 

$68,900 

L4T 

2.0 177 340 

A8 

- 

7.9 

- 

8.9 

95 

50 


R 

2.0T Premium 

$75,500 

L4T 

2.0 177' 340 

A8 

- 

7.9 

- 

8.9 

95 

50 


R 

2.20 Luxury 

$69,900 

L4TD 

2.2 147 450 

A8 

1745 

8.5 . 

- 

5.2 

D 

50 

01/12 

R 

2.20 Premium Lux 

$76,500 

L4TD 

2.2 147 450 

A8 

1745 

9.3* 

16.8 

5.2 

D 

50 

08/12 

R ~ 

3.0 Luxury 

$95,650 

V6S 

3.0 250 450 

A8 

1690 

5.9 


9.8 

95 

50 


R 

3.0 Premium Lux 

$112,650 

V6S 

3.0 250 450 

A8 

1690 

5.9 


9.8 

95 

50 


R ’ 

3.00 Luxury 

$93,900 

V6TTD 

3.0 177 500 

A8 

1810 

7.1 

~ 

6.0 

D 

50 


R 

3.00 Premium Lux 

$102,900 

V6TTD 

3.0 177 500 

A8 

1810 

7.1 

- 

6.0 

D 

50 


R 

3.00 S 

$115,500 

V6TTD 

3.0 202 600 

A8 

1810 

6 . 5 ' 

14.6 

'6.3' 

D 

50 

08/10 

R 

3.00 S Portfolio 

$132,500 

V6TTD 

3.0 202 600 

A8 

1810 

6.4 

- 

6.3 

D 

50 


R 

XFR 

$189,900 

V8S 

5.0 375 625 

A8 

1842 

4.8 

12.9 

11.6 

95 

50 

04/12 

R 

XFR-S 

$222,075 

V8S 

5.0 404 680 

A8 

1987 

4.4 


98 


09/13 

R 


Flagship from British india 



EJ Traffic-stopping presence; sharp dynamics; stunning cabin; not a pipe or slipper in sight 
EQLWB models are getting expensive, S/C models can get thirsty; low-speed ride on 20s 


The Pick: Price no object? It has to be the long-wheelbase, supercharged Supersport 


3.0D Premium Lux 

$198,800 

V6TTD 

3.0 

202 

600 

A8 

1775 

6.4 

- 

6.1 

D 

48 

- 

R 

3.0D PremLuxLWB $198,800 

V6TTD 

3.0 

202 

600 

A8 

1825 

6.4 

- 

6.1 

D 

48 

- 

R 

3. OS Premium Lux 

$198,800 

V6S 

3.0 

250 

450 

A8 

1755 

5.9 

- 

9.6 

95 

48 

- 

R 

3.0S Prem Lux LWB 

$198,800 

V6S 

3.0 

250 

450 

A8 

1765 

5.9 


9.6 

95 

48 

- 

R 

3.0S Portfolio 

$222,245 

V6S 

3.0 

250 

450 

A8 

1755 

5.9 

- 

9.6 

95 

48 

- 

R 

5.0 S/C S'sport LWB $298,000 

V8S 

5.0 

375 

625 

A8 

1915 

4.9 

- 

11.6 

98 

47 

- 

R 

5.0 S/C XJR 

$298,000 

V8S 

5.0 

404 

680 

A8 

1880 

4.6 


11.6 

98 

48 

- 

R 


Coupe 

Coupe 


The E-Type's true successor 
S3 Looks stunning, drives superbly, sounds incredible and has an addictive feel-good factor 
Eg] All-aluminium construction, but a bit tubby compared to a Porsche; near-useless boot 
The Pick: The mid-level V6 S has the best balance; only real power junkies need the V8 S 

$119,470 V6S 3.0 250 450 M6 1577 9.8 95 ^ 

$124,470 V6S 3.0 250 450 A8 - 5.3 - 8.8 95 R 



Isadora Duncan’s Amilcar 

She who lives by the scarf 


ISADORA Duncan was very much 
the mad Madonna of her day, 
although she was never much 
like a virgin. Isadora was a high- 
profile “expressionist dancer” in 
America who once stood on a 
stage in Boston and declared her 
communist leanings by exposing 
her nipple on stage and shouting: 
“This is red! So am I!” 

Sadly, she’s more famous for 
removing her top in a more 
spectacular way. In 1927, her 
long, flowing scarf got caught 
in the wheel of a French-made 
Amilcar - not a Bugatti as 
portrayed in the film of her 
life (above) - and very nearly 
decapitated her. 

Duncan probably should have 
steered clear of cars. Earlier in 
her life, her driver neglected to 
set the handbrake on her vehicle 


, the END 

e conversion , 

led declaring 
,n citizen and 
died from the 
?.She lived in 
t until 


A CAR OF LITTLE NOTE 

Sadly, the Amilcar's global fame 
doesn't stretch much further than 
its celebrity infamy, but it was 
successful enough to be produced 
from 1921 to 1940, when some 
unpleasantness with the Germans 
put an end to production. 


and it rolled into the Seine in 
Paris, drowning her two children 
(both born out of wedlock) and 
her nanny. 

The crazy communist was 
known for her flagrant affairs 
with lovers of both sexes and 
on the day of her death had just 
climbed into the Amilcar of a 
handsome mechanic when the 
scarf was caught in the spokes of 
the rear wheel, gripping around 
her throat so tightly that she was 
thrown from the car with her 
neck almost severed. 

Her last words are reported to 
have been “farewell my friends, I 
go to glory”, but some doubt has 
been cast on this account, with 
one witness later admitting she’d 
actually said “I go to love” - as in, 
“it’s this mechanic’s lucky day”. 

It wasn’t. 
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JAGUAR - LAND ROVER 




Price 

type 

Eng 

size Power 

Torque 

Trans. 

Kerb 

0-100 

km/h 

0-400 

Fuel 

RON 


tested 

Drive 

Gonvertible 

$138,170 

V6S 

3.0 250 

450 

M6 

- 


- 

9.8 

95 



R 

Gonvertible 

$143,170 

V6S 

3.0 250 

450 

A8 

1597 

5.3 

- 

9.0 

95 

'54 


R 

V6S Goupe 

$151,770 

V6S 

3.0 280 

460 

M6 

- 

- 

- 

9.8 

95 



R 

V6 S Goupe 

$156,770 

V6S 

3.0 280 

460 

A8 

- 

4.9 

- 

8.8 

95 



R 

V6 S Gonvertible 

$175,470 

V6S 

3.0 '280 

460 

A8 

1614 

4.8 

13.1 

9.1 

95 

53^ 

iT/13 

R 

V6SAWD Goupe 

$172,470 

V6S 

3.0 280 

460 

A8 

1674 

- 

- 

8.9 

95 



A 

V8 R Goupe 

$226,970 

V8S 

5.0 404 

680 

A8 

1650 

4.2 

- 

11.1 

95 


08/14 

__R 

V8 R Gonvertible 

$245,670 

V8S 

5.0 404 

680 

A8 

1665 

4.2 

- 

11.1 

95 



R 

V8RAWD Goupe 

$242,670 

V8S 

5.0 404 

680 

A8 

1730 

4.1 

- 

11.3 

95 



A 

V8RAWDG'tible 

$261,370 

V8S 

5.0 404 

680 

A8 

1745 

4.1 

- 

11.3 

95 



A 



Jeep 


3yr/100, 000km 
www.jeep.com.au 


Cheap ... and feels it 

0 Sharpened prices make it one of the cheapest SUVs in Oz; pienty of standard equipment 
[SQ Cheapest Patriot is front-drive oniy ; just four airbags ; hard and cheap cabin piastics 
The Pick: Base Sport’s price is super-sharp 

$25,700 L4 2.0 115 190 M5 1490 - - 7.6 91 60 F 

$27,700 L4 2.0 115 190 C 1525 - - 8.2 91 60 F 


$34,000 L4 


Compass 


2.4 125 220 C 1570 11.3 


9.1 91 60 09/08 A 


A Patriot with a few more curves 


Sport 2dr 
Sport 2dr 
Sport CRD 2dr 
Sport CRD 2dr 
Rubicon 2dr 
Sport Unlimited 4dr 
Sport Unlimited 4dr 
Sport Unlimited 4dr 
Sport Unlimited 4dr 
Overland 4dr 
Rubicon U'ted4dr 



0 Patriot-based with mini-Grand Cherokee looks; well-specced; Limited’s cranking audio 

1 [S] Underwhelming engines; interior plastics; no turbo-diesel; sub-par dynamics 

The Pick: Limited for kit and soft-roadability; FWD Sport for urban warriors 

$27,000 

L4 2.0 

115 

220 

M6 1437 - 

7.6 

91 

51 

F 

$29,000 

L4 2.0 

115 

220 

G 1437 - 

8.3 

91 

51 

F 

$31,000 

L4 2.0 

115 

220 

A6 1449 - 

8.3 

91 

51 

F 

$35,500 

L4 2.4 

125 

220 

A6 1522 11.3 - 

9.0 

91 

51 

A 

Tow it to wherever you want to go off-road 

i 0 strong outputs of Pentastar V6 and CRD oiler; worthy for off-road enthusiasts... 

i El -but not for driving (or quality) enthusiasts; loose steering and cumbersome handling 

The Pick: Sport if you frequent sand dunes; Rubicon if you want to climb 

Uluri 

1 

$34,000 

V6 3.6 

209 

347 

M6 1913 - 

11.2 

91 

64 

A 

$35,000 

V6 3.6 

209 

347 

A5 1924 - 

11.3 

91 

64 

A 

$39,000 

L4TD 2.8 

”147 ’ 

410 

M6 "l858 - 

8.0 

D 

63 

A 

$40,000 

L4TD 2.8 

147 

460 

A5 2000 - 

8.6 

D 

63 

A 

$43,000 

V6 3.6 

209 

347 

A5 1919 - 

11.3 

91 

64 

A 

$38,000 

V6 3.6 

209 

347 

M6 2073 8.6 - 

11.8 

91 

64 

A 

$39,000 

V6 3.6 

209 

347 

A5 2053 - 

11.7 

91 

64 

A 

$43,000 

L4TD 2.8 

147 

410 

M6 1998 11.1 - 

8.3 

D 

64 

A 

$44,000 

L4TD 2.8 

147 

460 

A5 1978 - 

9.5 

D 

64 

A 

$49,000 

V6 3.6 

209 

347 

A5 2053 8.6 - 

11.9 

91 

64 

A 

$51,000 

V6 3.6 

209 

347 

A5 ' 2053 - ' - 

11.9 

91 

64' 

A 


$33,500 

"[4 2.4 

130' 

229 

A9 

1738 

- 

- 

8.3 

91 


08/14 

F 

$39,000 

V6 3.2 

200 

316 

A9 

1834 

- 

- 

10.0 

91 



A 

$47,500 

V6 3.2 

200 

316 

A9 

1862 

- 

- 

10.0 

91 


08/14 

A 

$44,000 

V6 3.2 

200 

316 

A9 

1834 

- 

- 

10.0 

91 



A 

$49,000 

L4TD 2.0 

125 

350 

A9 

1854 

- 

- 

5.8 

D 


12/14 

' A 


Grand Cherokee 


Finally worth checking out 


0 ZF eight-speed auto is a sweet shifter; 
O Gets a bit fumbie-footed on reaiiy tight, 


top value; great touchscreen 
broken roads; foot park brake digs into shins 
The Pick: V6 petroi is attractiveiy-priced, but the diesel is torquier; the V8 more exciting 


Laredo 

$44,500 

V6 

3.6 

210 

347 

A8 

1998 

8.3 

10.1 

91 

- 09/13 

R 

Laredo 

$48,500 

V6 

3.6 

210 

347 

A8 

2084 

- 

10.4 

91 

59 

A 

Laredo GRD 

$54,500 

V6TD 

3.0 

184 

570 

A8 

2267 

8.2 

7.5 

D 

57 

A 

Limited 

$58,000 

'V6 

3.6 

'210 ' 

347 

A8 

2169 

9.1 

10.4 

91 

59 

A 

Limited GRD 

$64,000 

V6TD 

3.0 

184 

570 

A8 

2281 

8.2 

7.5 

D 

58 

A 

Limited Hemi 

$64,000 

V8 

5.7 

259 

520 

A8 

2302 

'8.7 ' 

13.0 

91 

58 

A 

Overland 

$68,000 

V6 

3.6 

210 

347 

A8 

2169 

9.1 

10.4 

91 

59 

A 

Overland GRD 

$74,000 

V6TD 

3.0 

184 

570 

A8 

2327 

8.2 

7.5 

D 

58 

A 

Overland Hemi 

$74,0 0 0 

V8 

5.7 

259 

520 

A8 

2329 

'8.7 

13.0 

95 

58 - 

A 

Summit Platinum 

$78,000 

V6TD 

3.0 

184 

570 

A8 

- 

8.2 

7.5 

D 


A 

SRT8 

$82,000 

V8 

6.4 

344 

624 

A8 

2336 

4.8 

14.0 

98 

57 - 

A 


Kia 




7yr/unlimited km 
www.kia.com.au 


Sharp suit, neat dynamics 


S3dr 

S3dr 

S5dr 

S5dr 


1 0 Crisp styling; roomy interior; fun handling on twisty roads; direct-injection 1.6 is quick 

1 E] Dated 1 .4-litre engine and outmoded four-speed auto; fairly expensive for what you get 

The Pick: Wait for the soon-to-arrive Sport with 1.6 GDI, manual 'box and 

more 

gear 

$15,990 

L4 

1.4 79 135 

M6 

1131 11.5 

5.7 91 

~4r 

04/15 F 

$17,990 

L4 

1.4 79 135 

A4 

1158 13.2 

6.3 91 

45 

04/15 F 

$16,990 

L4 

1.4 79 135 

M6 

1143 11.5 

5.7 91 

46 

F 

$18,990 

L4 

1.4 79^135 

A4 

1170 13.2 

- 6.3 91 

45 

F 


S Premium 5dr 
S Premium 5dr 
Si5dr 




Eng 

Eng 




Kerb 

0-100 

0-400 Fuel 


Resale 

Issue 


Price 

type 

size 

Power 

• Torque 


weight 

km/h 

metres cons. 

RON 

% 

tested 

Drive 

$17,690 

L4 

1.4 

79 

135 

M6_ 

1143 

1T5 

5.7 

91 



F 

$19,690 

L4 

1.4 

79 

135 

A4 

1170 

13.2 

6.3 

91 

■44 


‘ F 

$21,490 

L4 

1.6 

103 

167 

A6 

1215 

10.3 

6.1 

91 

45 

04/15 

F 


More rhythm, less blues 


El Second-gen Soul maintains the original's look; improved handiing; individuai appeai 
HQEngine crying out for a bottom-end; firm ride; uninvoiving steering; so-so performance 
- The Pick: We'd opt for an entry-level Skoda Yeti, though Soui il is way better than it used to be 


$2 4,490 

$26,490 


L£ 

’L4 


2.0 11^ 191 
2.0 ‘ 113 '191 


M6 

A6‘ 


1335 10.4 
1405 10.2 


A giant step forward for Kia 



1 El Stylish and very roomy; ride/handling tuned for Australia; willing engines; good value 

■bSI 

1 IH Another feel-free Korean steering set-up; sloppy manual shift; not an enthusiast’s car 


The Pick: Base Sis 

the best value, and the 1.8-litre engine copes well enough 



S sedan 

$19,990 

L4 

1.8 

110 

178 

M6 

1287 

9.3 

6.6 

91 

55' 

F 

S sedan 

$22,290 

L4 

1.8 

110 

178 

A6 

1304 

10.2 

7.1 

91 

55 

06/13 

F 

S hatch 

$19,990 

L4 

1.8 

110 

178 

M6 

1308 

10.1 

6.6 

91 

55 

F 

S hatch 

$22,290 

L4 

1.8 

110 

178 

A6^ 

1325 

9.7 

16.9 7.1 

^ 91 

55 

12/13 

F 

S Premium sedan 

$24,990 

L4 

1.8 

110 

178 

A6 

1304 

10.2 

7.1 

91 

55 

F 

S Premium hatch 

$24,990 

L4 

1.8 

110 

178 

A6 

1325 

9.7 

16.9 7.1 

91 

55 

F 

Si sedan 

$28,990 

.L4 

2.0 

129 

209 

A6^ 

1319 

9.^ 

7.4 

91 

54 

F , 

Si hatch 

$28,990 

L4 

2.0 

129 

209 

■’TT* 

1339 

9.3 

7.4 

91 

54 

F 

SLi sedan 

$3_L990 

L4 

2.0 

129 

_209 

A6 

1319 

9.0 

^ 7.4 

91 

54 

F 

SLi hatch 

$31,990 

L4 

2.0' 

'129' 

^209 

' A6 

1339 

9.3 ■ 

7.4 

91 

54 

' F 


Cerato Koup 


Four-seat coupe bargain 


Si GDI 
Si GDI 

T-GDi Turbo 
T-GDi Turbo 
T-GDi Turbo Touring 
T-GDi Turbo Touring 


! El A proper four-seat coupe for peanuts; Turbo’s torque; all-new Koup’s all-round appeal 

El Ride turns brittle on 18s; more a GT than a sports coupe; same cabin as regular Cerato 

The Pick: The Turbo manual mixes solid warm-hatch performance with coupe style 

$24,190 

L4 

2.0 

129 209 

M6 

1314 

8.4 

- 

7.3 

91 

59 


F 

$26,490 

L4 

2.0 

129 209 

A6 

1337 

8.9 

- 

7.4 

91 

58 


F 

$28,190 

L4T 

1.6 

150 265 

M6 

1370 

7.7 

- 

7.7 

91 

58 


F 

$30,490 

'L4T 

1.6 

150 265 

' A6 

1380 

7.4 

- 

8.0 

91 

58 


F 

3 $30,690 

L4T 

1.6 

150 265 

M6 

1370 

7.7 

- 

7.7 

91 

58 


F 

3 $32,990 

L4T 

1.6 

150 265 

A6 

1380 

7.4 

- 

8.0 

91 

58 


F 


Grippy handling, cool styling, Recaro seats and great value define Kia’s first hot hatch 
[HI Torquey engine should sound better; rubbery gearshift; chassis gets ragged at its limit 
The Pick: With multi-link IRS, Kia's Euro-sourced hot hatch wins over Veloster or Koup 

$29,990 L4T 1.6 150 265 M6 1359 7.7 - ''7.4 ' 91 - F 


$34,990 L4T 1.6 150 265 M6 1359 8.4 16.0 7.4 91 


04/14 F 



Avant-garde Italo-American 
0 Striking appearance; strong drivetrains; off-road ability of Trailhawk; unique appeal 
Si Limited rear-seat headroom under full-size sunroof; ninth gear too tall for Australia 
The Pick: Limited's appointments and performance, unless you need Trailhawk's low range 


No longer a relic, but still sub-par 

S Handsome, roomy and loaded with gear (but that’s where the attractions end) 

@ Poor ride quality; road noise; engine lacks refinement; awful steering 
^ The Pick: Optima ranked last in our mid-sized Megatest. Try Mazda 6 or Liberty 

$31,490 L4 2.4 148 250 A6 1551 - - 7.9 91 ^ F 

$36,490 2.4 148 250 A6 1551 972^ 16.7 7.9 91 54 01/12 F^ 


$40,990 L4 



2.4 148 250 A6 1551 9.2 16.7 7.9 91 

Second gen gets new family face 


55 03/12 F 


l?l Diesel torque, ride/handling balance on 16s and good packaging flexibility 
OS) Petrol engine lacks toque; value not as good as original 
The Pick: Diesel Si - it costs more than the petrol but pays it back in lucious torque 

$30,240 L4 2.0 122 213 A6 1582 10.8 - 7.9 91 54 08/13 F 

$34,240 L4 


2.0 122 213 A6 1582 10.8 - 7.9 91 54 



$39,740 

L4 

2.0 122 213 

A6 

1582 10.8 

7.9 

91 

54 

F 

$32,990 

'l4TD 

1.7 100 320 

A6 

1652 12.0 

6.4 

D 

54 

F 

$36,990 

L4TD 

1.7 100 320 

A6 

1652 12.0 

6.4 

D 

55 

F 

1 Carniva 

f Eight is enough 

1 El Vastly more refined and better built than the old heap; eight seats; frugal diesel 

1 El Still drives like a bus; thirsty V6; at 5.1m long, you'll need a McMansion to park it 

The Pick: A diesel Si, which adds sat-nav and a reversing camera over the base S 

$41,490 

V6 

3.3 206 336 

A6 

2048 - 

11.6 

91 

- 

F 

$43,990 

L4TD 

2.2 147 440 

A6 

2092' - 

7.7 

D 

- 

F 

$45,490 

V6 

3.3 206 336 

A6 

2048 - 

11.6 

91 

- 

F 

$47,990 

L4TD 

2.2 147 440 

A6 

2092 - 

7.7 

D 

- 

F 

$49,990 

V6 

3.3 206 336 

A6 

2048 - 

11.6 

91 

- 

F 

$52,490 

L4TD 

2.2 147 440 

A6 

2092"- 

7.7 

D 

- 

' F 

$57,490 

V6 

3.3 206 336 

A6 

2048 - 

11.6 

91 

- 

F 

$59,990 

L4TD 

2.2 147 440 

A6 

2092 - 

7.7 

D 

- 

F 


■ Refreshed and improved 


□ 


^ Sharp looks; loaded cabin; torquey and thrifty turbo-diesel; nice handling balance 

1 IS Ride is a little stiff; seats okay but nothing special; petrol 2.0 tries hard but lacks muscle 
The Pick: Handles and steers so much better than it used to, while still looking funky-fresh 

$25,990 

L4 

2.0 122 205 

M5 1482 

- 

8.7 

91 

63 

F 

$28,190 

L4 

2.0 122 205 

A6 1482 

- 

8.7 

91 

63 

F 

$29,990 

L4 

2.0 122 205 

A6 1482 

- 

8.7 

91 

63 

F 

$34,990 

L4 

2.0 122 205 

A6 1588 

- 

8.8 

91 

65 

A 

$37,990 

L4TD 

2.0 135 392 

A6 1588 

- 

7.2 

D 

64 

A 

$38,590 

L4 

2.0 122 205 

A6 1588 

- 

9.2 

91 

63 ' 

08/14 

A 

$41,590 

L4TD 

2.0 135 392 

A6 1588 


7.2 

‘ D 

65 

10/10 

A 
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Price 

type 

Eng 

size 

Power Torque Trans. 

Kerb 0-100 0-400 Fuel 
weight km/h metres cons. 

RON 


tested Drive 


Sorento 

■ 

Family value in a diesel 



L 

0 Flexible interior; wiling diesel is relatively frugal; huuuuuge warranty; generous gear 
SlCurtain airbags don't cover third row; average grip from tyres; all-new model here soon 


The Pick: Platinum 

loaded with the lot, but for a discount - new-gen Sorento coming 

Si 

$37,490 

V6 

3.5 

204 335 

A6 

1831 - - 9.8_^ 

91 

_63_ 

F 

SLi 

$40,490 

V6 

3.5 

204 335 

A6 

1831 - - 9.8~' 

91 

65 

F 

Si 

$38,990 

l4TD 

2.2 

145 421 

M6 

1926 - - 6.6 

D 

. 63 _ 

A 

Si 

$40,990 

L4TD 

2.2 

145 426 

A6 

1959 - - 7.3 

D 

65 

A 

SLi 

$43,990 

L4TD 

2.2 

145 426 

A6 

1960 - - 7.3 

D 

65 

A 

Platinum 

$50,390 

L4TD 

2.2 

145 426 

A6 

1960 - - 7.3 

D 

66 ■ 

12/12 A 



_ 2yr/unlimited 

LcLITllDOrSiliril www.lamborghini.com.au 


Front up to the bull bar 

0 Quicker, more powerful and even more manic than the Gallardo it replaces 
(B More expensive than the Gallardo; loss of steering feel ; nannies leave us alone! 

The Pick: The one t he p arking valet at the c asino mistak enly hands y ou t he key s to 

$4y8ibbb V10 52 449 S7 1422 ~3.2 ~ iz.b 'SS 08/74^' 

Waves the Italian flagship 


0 Italian heart with German (Audi) quality results in a winning new-age supercar 

El Not quite as savage as previous Lambo flagships; tall people get ready to duck down 
The Pick: Just buy one. Blue flames come out the exhaust. Flames ! 


LP700-4 $761,500 V12 6.5 515 690 

S7 1575 2.9 

- 

17.2 98 

57 

07/14 

A 

Roadster $795,000 V12 6.5 515 690 

S7 1575 3.0 


17.2 98 

57 

11/12 

A 


Land Rover 


3yr/100,000km 

www.landrover.com.au 


Kicks dirt in the face of soft-roaders 



0 Go-anywhere ability; retro appeal and authentic design ; aluminium body (really!) 
[g)Slow, basic; world’s largest turning circle; interior feels decades old (oh, hang on ... it is) 


The Pick: The longer 110 is (marginally) more comfortable and with plenty of rugged charm 

90 Wagon 

$42,800 

L4TD 

2.2 90 

360 

M6 

1887 

15.8 

- 

10.0 

D 

60 

A 

110 Station Wagon 

$47,500 

L4TD 

2.2 90 

360 

M6 

1975 

15.8 

- 

11.1 

D 

60 

A 


Freelander replacement scores 


0 Style; interior design, space and flexibility; dynamics and traction ; competitive prices 
[g] Engines will soon be replaced by Jaguar-LR's new (probably better) Ingenium family 


The Pick: Grab an SD4 with the nine 

-speed and choose between five or seven seats 

TD4SE 

$53,300 

L4TD 

2.2 110 

420 

M6 

1785 

11.7 

- 

6.1 

D 


A 

TD4SE 

$55,800 

L4TD 

2.2 110 

420 

A9 

1805 

11.7 

- 

6.1 

D 


A 

SD4SE 

$56,500 

L4TD 

2.2 140 

420 

M6 

1785 

10.3 

- 

6.1 

D 


A 

SD4SE 

$59,000 

L4TD 

2.2 140 

420 

A9 

1805 

10.3 

- 

6.1 

D 


A 

Si4SE 

$59,000 

b4T 

2.0 i77 ' 

340 

’ A9 

1775 ' 

' 8.8 ^ 

- 

8.0 

' 95^ 


A 

TD4HSE 

$57,900 

L4TD 

2.2 110 

420 

M6 

1785 

~11.7 ~ 

- 

'6.1 

D 


A 

TD4HSE 

$60,400 

L4TD 

2.2 110 

420 

A9 

1805 

11.7 

- 

6.1 

D 


A 

SD4HSE 

$61,100 

L4TD 

2.2 140 

420 

M6 

1785 

10.3 

- 

6.1 D 


A 

SD4HSE 

$63,600 

74TD 

2.2 140 

420 

A9 

1805 

10.3 

- 

6.1 D 


A " 

SD4HSE Luxury 

$66,500 

L4TD 

2.2 140 

420 

M6 

1785 

10.3 

- 

6.1 D 


A 

SD4HSE Luxury 

$69,000 

L4TD 

2.2 140 

420 

A9 

1805 

10.3 

- 

6.1 D 


A 



Showroom 


^c®s 



Eddie Cochran’s Ford taxi 


Baby of the Range 
0 Fantastic looks, premium cabin, lovely ride and refinement - it’s a proper Range Rover 
[gj Steering lacks precision of X3; pricey options; rear visibility; 3dr cost $1500 morel! 
The Pick: Pure Si4 - best-value spec teamed with the sweetest drivetrain of the range 


Death cab for cutie 

DYING in a flaming plane crash 
has long been a popular way for 
famous musicians to check out 

- think John Denver, Otis 
Redding, Richie Valens, Buddy 
Holly, Aaliyah - but only Eddie 
Cochran has died in a taxi. 

Whippersnappers among you 
might wonder who Cochran was, 
but even you youngsters would 
recognise his hits Summertime 
Blues and Cmon Everybody. 

In the late 1950s he was a big 
deal, a hugely talented hunk 

- ominously described as “James 


Pure eD4 

$49,995 

L4TD 

2.2 

110 

380 

M6 

1595 

11.2 - 

5.0 

D 

65 

11/12 

F 

Dean with a guitar - who could 

Pure eD4 Coupe 

$51,495 

L4TD 

2.2 

110 

380 

M6 

1595 

11.2 - 

4.9 

D 

65 


F 

play multiple instruments and 

Pure TD4 

$53,395 

L4TD 

2.2 

110 

400 

M6 

1670 

10.8 - 

5.7 

D 

65 


A 

even wrote his own songs. Georg 

Pure TD4 

$55,875 

L4TD 

2.2 

110 

400 

A9 

1685 

9.6 - 

6.0 

D 

65 


A 

Harrison was a big fan and Jimi 

Pure TD4 Coupe 

$54,895 

L4TD 

2.2 

110 

400 

M6 

1670 

10.8 - 

5.7 

D 

' 65 


A 

TUptiHtiv ypmiPQl'pH F*’ nplTran 

Pure TD4 Coupe 

$57,375 

L4TD 

2.2 

110 

400 

A9 

1685 

9.6 - 

5.8 

D 

65 


A 


Pure SD4 

$57,395 

L4TD 

2.2 

140 

420 

M6 

1670 

10.0 - 

5.7 

D 

66 


A 

be played at his funeral. If you 

Pure SD4 

$59,875 

L4TD 

2.2 

140 

420 

A9 

1685 

8.5 - 

6.0 

D 

66 


A 

haven’t heard of them, please juE 

Pure SD4 Coupe 

$58,895 

L4TD 

2.2 

140 

420 

M6 

1670 

10.0 - 

5.7 

D 

66 


A 

move along. 

Pure SD4 Coupe 

$61,375 

L4TD 

2.2 

140 

420 

A9 

1685 

8.5 - 

5.8 

D 

66 


A 

In April 1960, Cochran had 

Pure Si4 

$61,419 

L4T 

2.0 

177 

340 

A9 

1640 

7.6 - 

7.8 

95 

66 


A 

just finished a long wintery 

Pure Si4 Coupe 

$62,740 

L4T 

2.0 

177 

340 

A9 

1640 

7.6 - 

7.8 

, 

66 


A 


Dynamic eD4 

$63,815 

L4TD 

2.2 

110 

380 

M6’ 

1595 

11.2 - 

"5.0 

D 

65 


F 


Dynamic eD4 Coupe $65,315 

L4TD 

2.2 

110 

380 

M6 

1595 

11.2 - 

4.9 

D 

65 


F 

STYLE 

Dynamic TD4 

$67,215 

L4TD 

2.2 

110 

400 

M6 

1670 

10.8 - 

5.7 

D 

65 


A 

Dynamic TD4 

$69,695 

L4TD 

2.2 

110 ' 

400 

A9 ^ 

1685 

9.6 - 

6.0 

D 

65 


A 


Dynamic TD4 Coupe $68,715 

L4TD 

2.2 

110 

400 

M6 

1670 

10.8 - 

5.7 

D 

65 


A 

Mark II, complete 

Dynamic TD4 Coupe $71,195 

L4TD 

2.2 

110 

400 

A9 

1685 

9.6 - 

5.8 

D 

65 


A 

with tail fins and a bench seat 

Dynamic SD4 

$71,215 

L4TD 

2.2 

140 

420 

M6 

1670 

10.0 - 

5.7 

D 

65 

10/11 

A 

was an attempt by the Rr t ’ 

Dynamic SD4 

$73,695 

L4TD 

2.2 

140 

420 

A9 

1685 

8.5 - 

6.0 

D 

65 


A 

at ihiitating the * 

Dynamic SD4 Coupe $72,715 

L4TD 

2.2 

140 

420 

M6 

1670 

10.0 - 

5.7 

D 

65 

10/11 

A 

guzzlingbeast. h f 

Dynamic SD4 Coupe $75,195 

L4TD 

2.2 

140 

420 

A9 

1685 

8.5 - 

5.8 

D 

65 


A 

Americans look! 

Dynamic Si4 

$75,040 

L4T 

2.0 

177 

340 

A9 

1640 

7.6 '■ 

7.8 

95 

66 


A 

‘^^ns looked so cool in. 

Dynamic Si4 Coupe $76,540 

L4T 

2.0 

177 

■340 

A9 

1640' 

7.6 

"7.8 

95 

66 


A 


Prestige eD4 

$69,295 

L4TD 

2.2 

110 

380 

M6 

1595 

11.2 - 

5.0 

D 

65 


F 



guitar MAN 

The first cop on the crash 
scene was one David Harman, 
who retrieved Cochran s 

undamaged Gretsch guitar 

Legend has it he used it in the 
lockup to iearn to play, later 

changing his name to Dave 

Dee and having a string of hits 
in the 1960s. 


tour of England with friend and 
fellow rocker Gene Vincent. 
Understandably, they couldn’t 
wait to leave. With no late-night 
trains, a taxi - a Eord Consul 
Mark II as it happened - was 
called to take Cochran and three 
others to London; just outside the 
town of Chippenham the driver 
took a wrong turn into oncoming 
traffic, panicked, spun and hit a 
concrete pole. 

Vincent broke several bones and 
the other occupants walked away 
largely unharmed, but Cochran 
was thrown into the roof and 
then out the door, landing on a 
grass verge. 

Witnesses said the impact 
sounded like a plane crash, and 
Cochran died later that day in a 
hospital in Bath from his brain 
injuries, aged just 21. 
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LAND ROVER - MAZDA 






Price 

Eng 

type 

Eng 

size Power 

Torgue 

Trans. 

Kerb^^ 

0-100 

km/h 

0-400 

Fuel 

RON 

Resale Issue 
% tested 

Drive 

Prestige eD4 Coupe 

$70,795 

L4TD 

2.2 110 

380 

M6 

1595 

11.2 

- 

4.9 

D 

65 

F 

Prestige TD4 

$72,695 

L4TD 

2.2 110 

400 

M6 

1670 

10.8 

- 

5.7 

D 

65 

A 

Prestige TD4 

$75,175 

L4TD 

2.2 110 

400 

A9 

1685 

9.6 

- 

6.0 

D 

65 

A 

Prestige TD4 Coupe 

$74,195 

L4TD 

2.2 110 

400 

M6 

1670 

10.8 

- 

5.7 

D 

65 

A 

Prestige TD4 Coupe 

$76,675 

L4TD 

2.2 110 

400 

'A9 

1685 

9.6 

- 

5.8 

D 

65 

A 

Prestige SD4 

$76,695 

L4TD 

2.2 140 

420 

M6 

1670 

10.0 

- 

5.7 

D 

65 

A 

Prestige SD4 

$79,175 

L4TD 

2.2 140 

420 

A9 

1685 

8.5 

- 

6.0 

D 

65 

A 

Prestige SD4 Coupe 

$78,195 

L4TD 

2.2 140 

420 

M6 

1670 

10.0 

- 

5.7 

D 

65 

A 

Prestige SD4 Coupe 

$80,675 

L4TD 

2.2 140 

420 

A9 

1680 

8.5 

- 

5.8 

D 

65 

A 

Prestige Si4 

$80,440 

L4T 

2.0 177 

340 

A9 

1640 

7.6 

- 

7.8 

95 

66 

A 

Prestige Si4 Coupe 

$81,940 

L4T 

2.0 177 

340 

A9 

1640 

7.6 

- 

7.8 

95 

66 

A 



Discovery 


Lovely to look at, brilliant off-road 


TDV6 
SDV6SE 
SDV6HSE 
V6 S/CSE 
V6 S/CHSE 


1 SI Swish interior; brilliant off-road talent; gutsy 3.0 diesel ; cleverness everywhere 

1 [SI Heavy and hard to park; lag from single turbo diesel; options can add up 
- The Pick: Disco 4 kills Prado for polish and dynamics. SDV6 worth the step 

$69,200 

V6TD 

3.0 

155 '520 

A8 

2558 10.7 

- 

8.8 D 

A 

$84,900 

V6TTD 

3.0 

183 '600 

A8 

2558 9.3 

- 

8.8 D 

A 

$96,200 

V6TTD 

3.0 

183 600 

A8 

2558 9.3 

- 

8.8 D 

A 

$84,900 

V6S 

3.0 

250 450 

A8 

2558 8.1 

- 

12.0 98 

A 

$96,200 

V6S 

3.0 

250 450 

A8 

2558 8.1 

- 

12.0 98 

A 



Range Rover Sport 


foday, the school run; tomorrow, the world 


STDV6 

SETDV6 

SE 

SESDV6 

HSE 

HSESDV6 
HSETDV8 
HSE Dynamic TDV 
HSE SDV6 Hybrid 
HSE Dynamic 


1 0 Weight loss brings real dynamic cohesion ; cabin feels special ; great off-road 
■ [g] Needs Terrain Response to really shine off-road; third row seats tight 

The Pick: The V8S if your wallet can handle it; otherwise the swift and accomplished SDV6 

$92,600 

V6TTD 3.0 190 

600 

A8 

2115 

7.6 

7.3 

D 69 

A 

$102,400 

V6TTD 3.0 190 

600 

A8 

2115 

7.6 

7.3 

D 69 01/14 

A 

$108,800 

V6S 3.0 250' 

450 

A8 

2144 

7.2 

- ^ 11.3 

95“ 

A 

$113,200 

V6TTD 3.0 215 

600 

A8 

2115 

7.4 

15.4 7.5 

D 69 01/15 

A 

$122,700 

V6S 3.0 250 

450 

A8 

2144 

7.2 

11.3 

95 68 

A 

$125,400 

V6TTD 3.0 215 

600 

A8 

2115 

7.2 

7.5 

D 68 

A 

$139,000 

V8TTD 4.4 250 

740 

A8 

2398 

6.9 

8.7 

D 

A 

$145,900 

V8TTD 4.4 250 

740 

A8 

2398 

6.9 

8.7 

D 

A 

$146,900 

V6TTDH3.0 250 

700 

A8 


6.7 

6.4 

D 

A _ 

$161,200 

V8S 5.0 375 

625 

A8 

2310 

5.3 

13.8 

95 67 

A 

'6$145,100 

V6TTD " 3.0 215 

600 

'A8 

2115 ‘ 

7.2 

7.5 

D 68' 

'a 

$165,300 

'V6TTDH3.0 250 

700 

A8' 


6.7 

6.4 ‘ 

D 

A 

' $182,000 

V8S 5.0 375 625 

A8 

2310 

5.3 

13.8 

95 67 

A 


Range Rove 


The rock star's 4WD is reborn 



0 Hard to beat off-road; brilliant interior; superb engines; lush ride 
nn Bloody expensive; petrol still thirsty; big Rangie still a bit cumbersome 
^ The Pick: 4.4-iitre SDV8 and eight-speed auto a superb combo, but all are 

round corners 
desirable 

TDV6HSE 

$170,400 

V6TTD 

3.0 i90 

600 

A8 

2160 7.9 

- 

6.9 

D 

"61 


A 

3.0 SC HSE 

$170,400 

V6S 

3.0 250 

450 

'A8 

2330 7.4 


11.5 

95 

60 


A 

TDV6 Vogue 

$180,400 

V6TTD 

o 

o 

600 

A8 

2160 7.9 



- 

6.9 

D 

61 


A 

TDV6 Vogue LWB 

$189,700 

V6TTD 

3.0 190 

600 

A8 

2301 8.3 

- 

7.5 

D 

61 


A 

3.0 SC Vogue 

$180,400 

V6S 

3.0 250 

450 

A8 

2330 7.4 

- 

11.5 

95 

60 


A 

SDV8 Vogue 

$197,100 

V8TTD 

4.4 250 

740 

A8 

2360 6.9 

- 

8.7 

D 

61 


A 

SDV8 Vogue LWB 

$206,400 

V8TTD 

4.4 250 

740 

A8 

7.2 

- 

8.7 

D 

61 


A 

SDV8 Vogue SE 

$219,100 

V8TTD 

4.4 250 

740 

A8 

2360' 6.9 

- 

8.7 

D 

61 

05/13 

A 

SDV8 Vogue SE LWB $225,600 

V8TTD 

4.4 250 

740 

A8 

7.2 

- 

8.7 

D 

61 

05/13 

A 

SDV8 A'biography 

$236,100 

V8TTD 

4.4 250 

740 

A8' 

’2360 6.9 


8.7 

D 

61 


A 

SDV8 A'biog LWB 

$248,000 

V8TTD 

4.4 250 

740 

A8 

7.2 

- 

8.7 

D 

61 


A 

5.0 SC Vogue SE 

$231,900 

V8S 

5.0 375 

625 

A8 

' 2330 5.4 

- 

13.8 

95 

61 


' A 

5.0 SC Vogue SELWB$238,400 

V8S 

5.0 375 

625 

A8 

2413 5.8 

- 

'13.8 

95 

61 


A 

5.0 SC A'biography 

$248,900 

V8S 

5.0 375 

625 

A8 

2330 5.4 

- 

13.8 

95 

61 


A 

5.0 SC A'biog LWB 

$260,800 

V8S 

5.0 375 

625 

A8 

2413 5.8 


13.8 

95 

61 


A 


Lexus 



4yr/100, 000km 
www.lexus.com.au 


Much more appealing than Prius 


L4H 1.8 100 142 


L4H 1.8 100 142 


tech in concentrated form 
not as dynamic as BMW 1 Series 
if Valium on wheels is your thine 

; tight backseat 

3 

C 1465 10.3 - 

4.1 

95 

53 

06/11 F 

C 1465 10.3 - 

4.1 

95 

54 

F 

C 1465 10.3 - 

4.1 

95 

55' 

F 


250 Luxury 
250 F-Sport 
250 Sports Luxury 
300h Luxury 
300hF-Sport 
350 Luxury 
350 F-Sport 
350 Sports Luxury 


L4H 1.8 100 142 


Pf Brilliantly balanced; crisp chassis and steering; excelient quaiity; iikeabie Hybrid; vaiue 
E] Carry-over 2.5-iitre V6 is thirsty and coarse, especiaiiy compared to the punchy hybrid 
• The Pick: Whiie we wait for the new four-pots, 300h Luxury offers unexpected appeai 

A6 - 


$54,000 V6 2.5 153 252 


8.1 - 


9.2 95 57 


$62,000 V6 
$74,0 0 0 'V6 


2.5 153 252 A6 - 8.1 - 

2.5 153 252 A6 1645 8.1 - 


9.2 95 54 

9.2 95 54 


$57,000 L4H 2.5J64 221 C - 8.5 - 

$65,000 L4H 2.5 164 221 C 1720 8.5 - 


4.9 95 58 

4.9 95 58 


$62,000 V6 3.5 233 378 A8 


$70,000 V6 3.5 233 378 A8 - 


5.9 - 9.7 95 57 ^ 

6.6 14.6 9.7 95 57 09/13 R 


$82,000 V6 3.5 233 378 A8 1685 5.9 - 9.7 95 57 



Price 

Eng 

type 

Eng 

size 

Kerb 0-100 0-400 Fuei 

Power Torgue Trans, weight km/h metres cons. 

Resaie 
RON % 

issue 

tested Drive 



Two-door with punch ... and a thirst 

1 'W 

@ V8 sounds fantastic; great balance; punchy V6 delivers on power; styling has presence 
H Heavy and thirsty for a sporty two-door; on-centre play in steering; interior lacks sparkle 


The Pick: 350 F-Sport- 

much of the F's performance and appearance without the price tag 

350 Luxury 

$66,000 

V6 

3.5 

233 378 A8 1680 6.1 - 9.4 

95 

R 

350 F-Sport 

$74,000 

V6 

3.5 

233 378 A8 - 6.1 - 9.4 

95 

^ 

350 Sports Luxury 

$86,000 

V6 

3.5 

233 378 A8 1740 6.1 - 9.4 

95 ■ 

R 

F 

$133,500 

V8 

5.0 

351 530 A8 1780 4.5 - 10.9 

98 

R 

F Carbon 

$147,500 

V8 

5.0 

351530 A8 1860 4.5 - 10.9 

98 

R 



Retiree's Lexus returns 

0 Typical Lexus buiid quaiity combined with goif-bag-friendiy boot and refined drivetrains 
Front-drive ES is the antithesis of the sporty IS and GS; smaiier boot on hybrid 
The Pick: Either the iS or GS, or buy Australian-made and go for a Camry/Aurion 

$60,500 l4H~ 2.5 151 213 C 1685 8.5 - 5.5 95 - 01/14 F 


300h Luxury 

300h Sports Luxury $69,500 L4H 2.5 151 213 C 1705 8.5 - 5.5 95 

350 Luxury $62,000 V6 3.5 204 346 A6 1630 7.4 - 9.5 95 

350 Sports Luxury $71,000 V6 3.5 204 346 A6 1665 7.4 


9.5 95 


Pleasant, but outclassed 



E£f Slick new interior teams with superb drivetrains and much-improved dynamics 
[S Steerinq lifeless; handlinq one-dimensional and hobbled bv intrusive ESC 



The Pick: 350 and 450h go hard, but 

highlight the chassis’ limitations; 250 is sweet to drive 

250 Luxury 

$72,500 

V6 

2.5 

154 252 

A6 

1720 8.6 - 

9.3 

95 

49 


R 

250 F-Sport 

$80,500 

V6 

2.5 

154 252 

A6 

1720 8.6 - 

9.3 

95 

49 


R 

300h Luxury 

$75,000 

L4H 

2.5 

164 221 

C 

1820 - 

5.2 

95 

- 


R 

300h F-Sport 

$83,000 

L4H 

2.5’ 

164 '227 

C 

1820 - 

5.2 

95 

- 

T2/I4 

R 

300h Sports Luxury 

$98,000 

L4H 

2.5 

164 221 

C 

1820 - 

5.2 

95 

- 


R 

350 F-Sport 

$96,000 

V6 

3.5 

233 378 

A8 

1740 6.3 14.4 

9.7 

95 

49 

08/12 

R 

350 Sports Luxury 

$107,500 

V6 

3.5 

233 378 

A8 

1740 6.0 - 

9.7 

95 

49 


R 

450h F-Sport 

$108,000 

V6H 

3.5 

254 - 

C 

1910 5.9 - 

6.3 

95 

46 

07/12 

R 

450h Sports Luxury $119,500 

V6H 

3.5 

254 - 

C 

1910 5.9 - 

6.3 

95 

46 


R 

1 \ LS 

1 Smooth-sailing flagship 


0 Mind-blowing tech ; flawless fit and finish ; eerily-quiet cabin; silky eight-speed auto 
IS] Doesn’t sound like a V8 until you get stuck into it; lacks personality 



-The Pick: 600hL-i 

jninspiring, but a 

7 Series with this much kit would cost your first-born 

460 F-Sport 

$183,000 

V8 

4.6 

285 493 

A8 

2020 5.9 - 

10.7 

95 

45 


R 

460 Sports Luxury 

$188,000 

V8 

4.6 

285 493 

A8 

2080 5.9 - 

10.7 

95 

45 


R 

600h F-Sport 

$210,500 

V8H 

5.0 

290 520 

A8 

2340 5.7 - 

8.6 

95 

42 


R 

600hL 4-seat 

$251,000 

V8H 

5.0 

290 520 

A8 

- 

8.6 

95 

42 


R 

600hL 5-seat 

$241,000 

V8H ■ 

5.0 

290 520 

A8 

- 

8.6 

95 

42 


R 


Goes better than it looks 


POmI 

SI Eye-catching design; excellent interior; punchy turbo-petrol four-cylinder 
[El A 2005 RAV4 in drag, with an uninspiring hybrid drivetrain ; smaller than rival 

Is 



The Pick: New 2.0-litre turbo brings better performance, with F-Sport the sharpest 


200t Luxury 

$52,500 

L4T 

2.0 

175 

350 

A6 1700 7.3 - 

7.7 

95 


F 

300h Luxury 

$55,000 

L4H 

2.5 

147 

210 

C 1740 9.1 - 

5.6 

95 

F 

200t Luxury 

$57,000 

L4T 

2.0 

175 

350 

A6 1755 7.1 

7.9 

95 

A 

300h Luxury 

$59,500 

L4H 

2.5 

147 

210 

C 1800 9.1 - 

5.7 

95 

A 

200t F-Sport 

$63,500 

L4T 

2.0 

175’ 

350 

A6 *1755 7.1 

7.9 

95 

A 

300h F-Sport 

$66,000 

L4H 

2.5 

147 

210 

C 1800 9.1 - 

5.7 

95 

A 

200t Sports Luxury 

$72,500 

L4T 

2.0 

175' 

350 

'a6 1860 7.1 

7.9 

95 

A 

300h Sports Luxury $75,000 

L4H 

2.5 

147 

210 

C 1895 9.1 - 

5.7 

95 

A 


RX 

1 

Sharper nose, sharper F-Sport variants 




0 Feels well put together; silky V6; bombarded with equipment 

(H It’s heavy and quite old ; ageing interior; front-drive four-cylinder RX270 bloody slow 



The Pick: 450h is quick. 

yet sips like 

a hatchback, but the petrol V6s 

are better to drive 


270 

$64,500 

L4 

2.7 

138 

252 

A6 1950 11.0 - 

9.7 

91 55 


F 

350 Luxury 

$73,500 

V6 

3.5 

204_ 

346 

A6 2085 8.0 - 

10.8 

95 68 


A 

350 F-Sport 

$81,500 

V6 

3.5 

204 

346 

A6 2085 8.0 - 

10.8 

95 68 


A 

350 Sports Luxury 

$90,000 

V6 

3.5 

204 

346 

A6 2085 8.0 - 

10.8 

95 70 


A 

450h Luxury 

$80,000 

V6H 

3.5 

220 

317 

C 2205' 7.8 - 

6.3 

'95 56 


A 

450h F-Sport 

$87,000 

V6H 

3.5 

220 

317 

C 2205 7.8 - 

6.3 

95 56 


A 

450h Sports Luxury $97,000 

V6H 

3.5 

220 

317 

C 2205 7.8 - 

6.3 

95 56 


A 


1 LX570 

Lh 

LandCruiser with Lexus kit and thirsty V8 



I [SI Massive, truck-like to drive; no diesel option ; expensive 

The Pick: A LandCruiser Sahara - better value, diesel engine and same off-road ability 

$134,700 V8 5.7 270 530 A6 2750 7.8 = 14.8 95 56 09/11 


Lotus 



2yr/unlimited 

www.lotuscars.com.au 


Fast and fun, but wildly impractical 




Club Racer 
S 

S Club Racer 


Si Cool looks; telepathic steering (at speed); suspension and brakes a joy (at speed) 

_ lEl Cramped and noisy for day-to-day driving ; definitely intended as a track-day weapon 
‘ The Pick: If you live next to a racetrack, the S. If you want peace and quiet, look elsewhere 

$74,990 

L4 1.6 

100 

160 M6 

876 6.5 - 6.3 91 

60 

R 

$74,990 

L4 1.6 

100' 

160 M6 

852 6.5 - 6.3 91 

60 

R 

$84,990 

L4S 1.8 

163 

250 M6 

880 4.6 - 7.5 95 

61 

R 

$84,990 

L4S "1.8 

l63 

250 M6 

880 4.6 - 7.5 95 

61 

R 
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NEW 

ARRIVALS 

New models 
for the month 
highlighted 


Showroom 



Race car for the road 
0 Blown Toyota V6 gives the Exige the performance to match its brilliant handling 
(SI Not for claustrophobes, or conservatives, or anyone into the tactility of interior plastics 
The Pick: Go the Roadster - it’s a proper sports car and getting in with the roof down is easier 


s 

$132,990 

V6S 

3.5 

258 

400 

M6 1176 4.0 

- 

10.1 

95 

61 

R 

s 

$137,990 

V6S 

3.5 

258 

400 

A6 1182 3.9 

- 

10.1 

95 

61 

R 

S Roadster 

$132,990 

V6S 

3.5 

258 

400 

M6 1166 4.0 

- 

10.1 

95 

- 

R 

S Roadster 

$137,990 

V6S 

3.5 

258 400 

A6 1172 3.9 

- 

10.1 

95 

- 

R 


Evora 

■ 

Chassis smarts now with blown brawn 



3 0 Exotic looks; individual appeal ; one of the best chassis' on the planet 
^ IS Start ticking options and price can soar to $200K; a Porsche is a smarter be 

t 


The Pick: Brilliant dynamics. 

but $200K is second-hand Carrera S money 



s 

$152,990 

V6S 

3.5 258 

400 

M6 1437 4.8 

- 

9.1 

95 

54 

R 

SIPS 

fi ' "TT 

$161,990" 

V6S 

■ 3.5 258 

400 

A6 149'f 5.0 

- 

9.7 

95" 

54 

"r 


\T\ 



Maserati 


3yr/unlimited 

www.maserati.com.au 


Look out Germany! 


Diesel 

S 



Finally, a talented, beautiful and fast Italian aiternative to the defauit German luxo sedans 
CS Heavy; misses out on active safety tech of German rivals; classic V8 sound is no longer 
The Pick: Surely the throaty Ghibli S, though the thrifty Diesel offers tempting value 

$138,900 V6TD 3.0 202 600 A8 1835 6.3 - 5.9 D 51 R 

$139,990 V6TT 3.0 243 500 

A8 1810 5.6 

- 

9.6 

98 

51 


R 

$169,900 V6TT 3.0 301 550 

A8 1810 5.0 

- 

10.4 

98 

50" 


R 







1 

21 Brilliant chassis balance; twin-turbo V6 a decent replacement for the previous V8 

Bl New engines sound dull compared with throaty old V8; Chrysler cabin bits; ride flawi 
The Pick: GTS remains the pinnacle of Italian luxury motoring 

5 

$198,800 V6TD 3.0 

202 600 

A8 1885 6.4 

- 

6.2 

D 

- 

10/14 

R 

$240,000 V6TT 3.0 

301 550 

A8 1860 5.1 

- 

’l0.4 

95 

- 

06/14 

r" 

$319,800 V8TT 3.8 

390 650 

A8 1900 4.7 

- 

11.8 

98 

- 

03/14 

R 


GranTurismo 


The name says it all 

21 Supremely capable grand tourer; useful rear-seat; oozes style and character 
BJBase version lacks dynamic resolve beyond eight-tenths and needs more grunt 
The Pick: Stradale blends Italian-supermodel flair with a soundtrack to die (or kill) for 

$295,000 ^1^520 TT 1880 4.8 ’- 14.3 95 48 

$319,000 V8 4.7 338 520 A6 1880 4.7 - 14.5 95 48 



$345,000 

V8 

4.7 

338 520 S6 1880 4.5 

- 

15.4 98 48 

R 

. Italian \/8 symphony, amplified 

1 Cloth lid doesn’t add too much extra weight; glorious flood of V8 decibels with roof down 

9 Bj Expensive and doesn’ 

t look great roof-up; dynamics still more cruiser than bruiser 

The Pick: An Italian supermodel with her top off? Hell, yeah... 



$328,000 

V8 

4.7 

323 490 A6 1980 4.8 

- 

15.2 95 50 

R 

$338,000 

V8 

4.7 

331 510 S6 1980 4.7 

- 

14.5 95 50 

R 

$355,000 

V8 

4.7 

338 520 56 1973 4.5 

- 

14.5 95 49 

R 


Mazda 


3yr/unlimited 

www.mazda.com.au 


My baby's all grown up! 


Neo 

Neo 

Maxx 

Maxx 

Genki 

Genki 


2] Sensational manual gearshift; stunning engine tractability; classy dash; fun handling 

J S) Steering should be sharper off-centre; no cruise control for Neo; firm ride 
^ The Pick: Maxx manual with the red trim option and extra safety kit - a superb little car 

$14,990 

L4 

1.5 79 

139 

M6 1027 - 

5.4 

91 

- 

F 

$16,990 

L4 

1.5 79 

139 

A6 1045 10.7 

17.5 5.5 

91 

- 03/15 

F 

$16,990 

L4 

1.5 81 

141 

M6 1037 - 

5.2 

91 

- 

F 

$18,990 

L4 

1.5 81 

141 

A6 1049 - 

4.9 

91 

- 

F 

$19,990 

L4 

1.5 81 

141 

M6 1046 - 

5.2 

91 

- 

F 

$21,990 

L4 

1.5 81 

141 

A6 1058 - 

4.9 

91 

- 10/14 

F 


Popular appeal 


Stylish and well-built; dynamics great when pushed to the limit; SP25's grunt and value 
ISl Hide and refinement still can’t match Golf; 2.0-litre lacks bottom-end torque 


The Pick: The SP25 GT manual - a fun, cool, sharp-handling, nicely kitted sporty hatch 


Neo hatch 

$20,490 

L4 

2.0 

114 

200 

M6 

1271 

9.2 

16.5 

5.9 

91 

- 

03/14 

F 

Neo hatch 

$22,490 

L4 

2.0 

114 

200 

A6 

1305 

- 

- 

5.8 

91 

- 


F 

Neo sedan 

$20,490 

14 

2.0 

114 

200 

M6 

1267 

- 

- 

5.8 

91 

- 


F 

Neo sedan 

$22,490 

L4 

2.0 

114 

200 

A6 

1301 

- 

- 

5.7 

91 

- 


F 

Maxx hatch 

$22,390 

L4 

2.0 

114 

'200 

M6 

1266 

- 

- 

5.9 

91 

- 


F 

Maxx hatch 

$24,390 

14 

2.0 

114 

200 

A6 

1300 

- 

- 

5.8 

91 

- 


F 

Maxx sedan 

$22,390 

L4 

2.0 

114 

'200 

M6 

1262 

- 

- 

5.8 

91 



F 

Maxx sedan 

$24,390 

L4 

2.0 

114 

200 

A6 

1296 

- 

- 

5.7 

91 

- 


F 

Touring hatch 

$24,790 

L4 

2.0 

114 

200 

M6 

1271 

- 

- 

5.9 

91 

- 


F 

Touring hatch 

$26,790 

L4 

2.0 

114’ 

'200 

' A6 

1304 

- 

- 

5.8 

91 

- 


F 

Touring sedan 

$24,790 

L4 

2.0 

114 

200 

M6 

1266 

- 

- 

5.8 

91 

- 


F 

Touring sedan 

$26,790 

L4 

2.0 

114 

200 

A6 

1300 

- 

- 

5.7 

91 

- 


F 

SP25 hatch 

$25,190 

L4 

2.5 

T38 

250 

M6 

1308 

^ 7.9 

15.5 

6.5 

91 


11/14 

F 

SP25 hatch 

$27,190 

L4 

2.5 

138 

250 

A6 

1339 

- 

- 

6.1 

91 

- 


F 

SP25 sedan 

$25,190 

L4 

2.5 

138 

250 

M6 

1302 

- 

- 

6.5 

91 

- 


F 

SP25 sedan 

$27,190 

L4 

2.5 

138 

250 

A6 

1334 

~ 

~ 

6.0 

91 



F 




Playing with the Devil 


THE personalised Porsche 550 
Spyder - nicknamed Little 
Bastard - that carried James 
Dean through the gates of 
Heaven at great speed was, if you 
believe the internet, possessed by 
the Devil. 

Legend has it that in September 
1955, Dean met fellow actor Alec 
Guinness, who prematurely did 
his Obi-Wan Kenobi bit and told 
him that the car was “sinister” 
and that "if you get in that car, 
you will be found dead in it by 
this time next week”. 

You know what happened 
next; one week later, a head-on 
accident, and Dean’s tragic death 
at the age of 24. However, it’s 
what the car did from then on 
that’s really interesting. 

It started with George Harris, an 
American hot-rodder who gained 
fame in Hollywood for producing 
the original Batmobile and the 
Munster Koach. Harris, who may 
be a great storyteller, bought 


PE turnup 

ppened when a 

aidTurnupseed 

950 Ford Tudor 
. centre line and 

;e Bastard. Dean 

tempted evasive 


3HWAY PATROL 

3.30pm on the day of his 
jth, James Dean was pulled 

;r for speeding, clocking 
outrageous 65mph in an 
,mph zone. Patrolman 


Little Bastard for $2500 and tells 
of how it slid off its trailer and 
broke a mechanic’s leg. 

The engine and drivetrain were 
removed and sold to two different 
racers. While battling each other 
in cars using these bits, one of 
them lost control, hit a tree and 
died, while the other suffered a 
mysterious lock-up, rolled and 
was seriously injured. 

Two of the tyres off the 
Porsche were reportedly sold 
and both, allegedly, blew out 
simultaneously, causing the car 
on which they were fitted to run 
off the road. 

Harris eventually tried to get 
rid of Little Bastard, lending it to 
a highway-safety exhibit, but the 
garage it was stored in caught 
fire, miraculously causing almost 
no damage to Dean’s Death Gar. 
And when those people tried to 
send it back to Harris, he says, it 
disappeared into thin air while in 
transit on a train. 

Glearly, it’s back in Hell. 
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Price 

Eng 

type 

Eng 

size Power 

• Torgue 

Trans. 

Kerb 

weight 

0-100 

km/h 

0-400 Fuel 
metres cons. 

Resale Issue 
RON % tested 

Drive 

SP25GT hatch 

$29,790 

L4 

2.5 138 

250 

M6 

1325 

- 

6.5 

91 - 

F 

SP25GT hatch 

$31,790 

L4 

2.5 138 

250 

A6 

1357 

7.9 

15.7 6.1 

91 - 03/14 

' F 

SP25GT sedan 

$29,790 

L4 

2.5 138 

250 

M6 

1320 

- 

6.5 

91 - 03/14 

F 

SP25GT sedan 

$31,790 

L4 

2.5 138 

'250 

A6 

1351 

- 

- 6.0 

' 91 - 

F 

SP25 Astina hatch 

$35,040 

L4 

2.5 138 

'250 

M6 

1342 

- 

6.5' 

91 - ' 

F 

SP25Astina hatch 

$37,040 

L4 

2.5 138 

250 

A6 

1373 

- 

6.1 

91 - 

F 

SP25 Astina sedan 

$35,040 

L4 

2.5 138 

250 

M6 

1336 

- 

6.5 

91 - 

F 

SP25 Astina sedan 

$37,040 

L4 

2.5 138 

250 

A6 

1368 

- 

6.0 

91 - 

F 

XD Astina hatch 

$39,290 

L4TTD 

2.2 129 

’420 

M6’ 

1448' 

7.7 ' 

- '5 

' D 11/14 

F 

XD Astina hatch 

$41,290 

L4TTD 

2.2 129 

420 

A6 

1465 

8.4 

5 

D 

F 




Style and (subdued) sports 


3 


■ 0 Looks good and 

handles well; stunning diesel; great economy; vastly improved interior 


1 Bj 19s spoil the ride a bit; shallow boot in sedan; dynamically not quite a match for Mondeo 


The Pick: A wagon 

1 - any of ’em - due to its smarter packaging and athletic style 


Sport sedan 

$32,540 

L4 

2.5 138 

250 

A6 

1462 

8.2 

6.6 

91 56 03/13 

F 

Sport wagon 

$33,840 

L4 

2.5 138 

250 

A6 

1484 

8.2 

6.6 

91 63 

F 

Touring sedan 

$37,280 

L4 

2.5 138 

250 

A6 

1471 

7.6 

15.5 6.6 

91 62 02/15 

F 

Touring sedan 

$40,480 

L4TTD 

2.2 129 

420 

A6 

1541 

8.4 

5.4 

D 62 

F 

Touring wagon 

$38,580 

L4 

2.5 138 

250 

A6 

1494 

8.2 

15.9 6.6 

91 62 04/14 

F 

Touring wagon 

$41,780 

L4TTD 

2.2 129 

420 

A6 

1561 

8.4 

5.4 

D 62 

F . 

GT sedan 

$42,720 

L4 

2.5 138 

250 

A6 

1501 

8.2 

6.6 

91 62 

F 

GT sedan 

$45,920 

L4TTD 

2.2 129 

420 

A6 

1571 

8.4 

5.4 

D 61 

F 

GT wagon 

$44,020 

L4 

2.5 138 

250 

A6 

1524 

8.2 

6.6 

91 62' 

F 

GT wagon 

$47,220 

L4TTD 

2.2 129 

420 

A6 

1591 

8.2 

16.1 8.4 

D 61 07/15 

F 

Atenza sedan 

$46,420 

L4 

2.5 138 

250 

A6 

1503 

8.2 

6.6 

91 60 04/15 

F 

Atenza sedan 

$49,620 

L4TTD 

2.2 129 

420 

A6 

1573 

8.4 

5.4 

D 60 

F 

Atenza wagon 

$47,720 

L4 

2.5 138 

250 

A6' 

1626 

8.2 

6.6 

91 60 

F 

Atenza wagon 

$50,920 

L4TTD 

2.2 129 

420 

A6 

1594 

8.5 

6.0 

D 60 

F 


2005 COTY still great to drive 



^Terrific chassis and steering; engine sounds keen; a pure, if dated, experience 
[S Body a tad loose with the roof down; no more soft-top; all-new model massively cheaper 


» The Pick: Still true to MX-5’s ethos, but imminent all-new model is lighter, cheaper, better 

Roadster Coupe 

$47,280 _L4 

2.0 118 ' 

188 

M6 

1167 7.9 

15.7 

8.1 

95 

59 07/11 R 

R'ster Coupe Sports $49,405 L4 

2.0 118 

188 

M6 

1167 7.8 

- 

8.1 

95 

53 08/12 R 


1 CX-3 ■ 

Big range, with sweet spots 





ST striking styling; broad model range; AWD’s balanced and involving chassis; cool factor 
Front-drive diesel misses the dynamic mark; noisy petrol engine; rear-seat side vision 


The Pick: Either an 

sTouring or Akari petrol manual, or 

one of the great-handling AWDs 

Neo 

$19,990 L4 

2.0 109 

192 

M6 

1193 - 

- 

6.3 

91 

F 

Neo 

$21,990 L4 

2.0 109 

192 

A6 

1226 - 

- 

6.1 

91 

F 

Maxx 

$22,390 L4 

2.0 109 

192 

M6 

1193 - 

- 

6.3 

91 

F 

Maxx 

$24,390 L4 

2.0 109 

192 

A6 

1226 - 

- 

6.1 

91 

F 

Maxx Diesel 

$26,790 L4TD 

1.5 'll 

270 

A6 

1262 - 

- 

4.8 

D 

05/15 F 

MaxxAWD 

$26,390 L4 

2.0 109 

192 

A6 

1294 - 

- 

6.7 

91 

A 

sTouring 

$26,990 L4 

2.0 109 

192 

M6 

1193 - 

- 

6.3 

91 

05/15 F 

sTouring 

$28,990 L4 

2.0 109 

192 

A6 

1226 8.9 

16.4 

6.1 

91 

05/15 F 

sTouring AWD 

$30,990 L4 

2.0 109 

192 

A6 

1294 - 

- 

6.7 

91 

A 

sTouring AWD Diesel 

$33,390 L4TD 

1.5 77 ■ 

270 

A6 

1356 - 

- 

5.1 

D 

A 

Akari 

$31,290 L4 

2.0 109 

192 

M6 

1219 - 

- 

6.3 

91 

F 

Akari 

$33,290 L4 

2.0 109 

192 

A6 

1252 - 

- 

6.1 

91 

F 

Akari AWD 

$35,290 L4 

2.0 109 

192 

A6 

1332 - 

- 

6.7 

91 

05/15 A 

Akari AWD Diesel 

$37,690 L4TD 

1.5 77 

270 

A6 

1368 - 

- 

5.1 

D 

A 


Class-leading compact SUV 



^ S3 Excellent dynamics (and not just for an SUV) ; well-packaged cabin ; drivetrain efficiency 
^ [1^2.0 petrol needs revs to perform; no rear-seat air vents; steering freeze under load 

The Pick: Diesel Maxx Sport is one of the best compact SUVs on-sale in Australia 

MaxxFWD 

$27,190 

L4 

2.0 

114 

200 

M6 

1443 - 

6.4 

9f 

69 


F 

MaxxFWD 

$29,190 

L4 

2.0 

114 

200 

A6 

1475 - 

6.4 

91 

69 


F 

Maxx 

$32,190 

L4 

2.5 

138 

250 

A6 

1556 - 

7.4 

91 

68 


A 

Maxx Sport FWD 

$32,790 

L4 

2.0 

114 

200 

A6 

1482 - 

6.4 

91 

68 


F 

Maxx Sport 

$35,790 

L4 

2.5 

138 

250 

A6 

1559 9.3 

16.7 "7.4 

91 

68 

08/14 

A 

Maxx Sport 

$38,990 

L4TTD 

2.2 

129 

420 

A6 

1633 8.0 

15.8 5.7 

D 

67 

06/12 

A 

Grand Touring 

$43,390 

L4 

2.5 

138 

250 

A6 

1612 - 

7.4 

91 

70 

03/15 

A 

Grand Touring 

$46,590 

L4TTD 

2.2 

129 

420 

A6 

1685 - 

5.7 

D 

70 

06/13 

A 

Akera 

$47,410 

L4 

2.5 

138 

250 

A6 

1614 - 

7.4 

91 

69 


A 

Akera 

$50,610 

'L4TTD 

2.2 

129 

420 

A6 

1687 - 

5.7 

D 

69 

03/15 

A ’ 



^ Seven-seat SUV has extra room to zoom 


1 SI Disciplined handling; stacks of space, even in third row; silken drivetrain 

1 IS Sharp-edged imperfections jar through firm suspension rates and low-profile rubbei 
The Pick: New $44K front-drive Classic has its eye on Territory and Kluger 


$43,770 

V6 3.7 

204 

366 

A6 ^ 

1939 

- 

- 

11.0 

91 

63 


F 

$52,080 

V6 3.7 

204 

366 

A6 

1966 

- 

- 

11.0 

91 

65 

10/11 

F 

$56,505 

V6 3.7 

204 

366 

A6 

2070 

8.5 

16.2 

11.3 

91 

64 

04/08 

A 

$61,680 

V6 3.7 

204 

366 

A6 

2086 

8.5 

- 

11.3 

91 

65 


A 



McLaren 


3yr/unlimited 

cars.mclaren.com 



Even better than 12C 
0 Same brutal twin-turbo V8 as 12C, with supposedly even finer ride, handling and steering 
DS Arguably not as pretty as the 12C; we're yet to drive it locally but a road test is coming! 
The Pick: Always the coupe, for its purity and greater sporting focus 


Coupe 

$459,250 

V8TT 

3.8 

478 678 

SI 

1330 

3.0 

10.5 

11.7 

98 - 

R 

Spider 

$505,750 

V8TT 

3.8 

478 678 

SI 

1370 

3.0 

10.5 

11.7 

98 - 

R 



Mercedes-Benz 


3yr/unlimited 

www.mercedes- 

benz.com.au 


Baby Benz goes hipster 


oa 

^1 0 it may be conventional, but here’s 
(S Lacks clever packaging of old As; 

an A-Class with some youth - and driver - appeal 
no manuals for Oz; harsh ride may drive you nuts 



iiic riuiv. opuri id imiiiii;, iiiuuyii ii yuu uciii dueiv;ri lu irie udiiidiiv; uu ii: 


AI80 

$35,900 

L4T 

1.6 

90 

200 

SI 1320 9.1 - 

5.8 

95 56 

F 

A200 

$41,800 

141 

1.6 

115” 

250 

'S7 1320 8.3 - 

6.1 

95 53 

F 

A200CDI 

$42,300 

L4TD 

1.8 

100 

300 

S7 1400 9.2 - 

4.6 

D 56 

F 

A250 Sport 

$51,000 

L4T 

2.0 

155 

350 

S7 1370 6.6 - 

6.6 

95 56 

04/13 

F 

A45AMG 

$75,700 

L4T 

2.0 

265 

450 

SI 1480 4.4 12.6 

6.9 

98 64 

09/13 

A 



City almost meets country 


CLA200 

CLA200S-Brake 
CLA200CDI 
CLA200CDIS-Bra 
CLA250 Sport 



SI Think of it as a slightly larger, comfier, more practical A-Class - we actually like it more 
(S Not a proper SUV by any means, with tight rear seat room ; turbo-diesel a bit gruff 
- The Pick: The GLA250 4matic is a superb jacked-up driver's hatch 

$48,300 

L4TD 

2.1 

100 

300 

S7 1460 9.9 - 

4.6 

D 

- 

05/14 

F 

$58,600 

L4T 

2.0 

'155 

350 

SI 1430 7.1 

7.0 

95 

- 


A 

$80,430 

L4T 

2.0 

265 

450 

S7 1510 4.8 - 

7.6 

98 

- 

12/14 

A 

fCLA-Class 1 

^A-Class grows a tail 






El Frameless doors give it a coupe feel; uprated interiors of non-AMG CLAs; boot space 

ISl Tight rear headroom; uncomfortable backseat; trim rattles; price premium over A-Class 
The Pick: CLA200 is pleasant, though 250 Sport is punchier, while AMG is mega-fun 

$50,900 

L4T 

1.6 

115 

250 

SI 1355 8.5 - 

5.7 

95 

60 

12/13 

F 

$52,400 

L4T 

1.6 ' 

115 ' 

250 

SI 1385 


95 

60 ' 


F 

$51,400 

L4TD 

2.1 

100 

300 

SI 1525 9.8 - 

4.0 

D 

54 


F 

! $52,900 

L4TD 

2.1 

100' 

300 

S7~ 1555 


D 

54 


F 

$64,900 

L4T 

2.0 

155 

350 

SI 1405 6.7 - 

6.1 

95 

60 


A 

$66,400 

L4T 

2.0 

155 

350 

SI 1435 


95 

60 


A 

$88,400 

L4T 

2.0 

265 

450 

57 1510 4.6 12.8 

7.0 

98 

59 

07/14 

A 

$89,900 

L4T 

2.0 265 

450 

SI 1540 4.7 - 

98 

59 

05/15 

A 


B180 
B200 
B200CDI 
B250 4Matic 


C200 

C200 Estate 
C200BlueTEC 
C200BlueTECEst. 
C250 

C250 Estate 
C250BlueTEC 
C250BlueTEC Est. 


0 Spacious mini-MPV now with quality and class; competitive drivetrains 
[S] Jiggly ride quality on standard run-flat tyres; slightly odd styling 
The Pick: Solid effort, but ride quality not great. Try a BMW 2 Active Tourer 
$41,400 L4T~ 1.6 90 200 $7 1425 10.2 - 5.5 95 55' F 

$47,400 L4T 1.6 115 250 $7 1432 8.4 - 5.5 95 50 06/12 F 

J.8 100 300 S7 9.3 - 4.2 D 54 06/12 F 

2.0 '155 ' 350 S7 6.8 - 6.8“ 95 '54’ a‘ 

S-Class goes compact 
0 Aerodynamic style; punchy petrol engines; superb cabin; fine dynamics; stonking AMGs 
(SI Rear seat comfort not great; coil-sprung models don’t ride like the Airmatic versions 
The Pick: C250 with optional Airmatic for practical types; either AMG for petrolheads 
$60,900 L4T 2.0 135 300 A7 1465 7.3 - 6.0 95 60 10/14 R 

$63,400 L4T 2.0 135 300 A7 1525 7.5 - 6.2 95 60 R 


$62,400 L4TD 1.6 100 300 A7 1505 10.2 - 


60 


$64,900 L4TD 1.6 100 300 A7 1580 10.6 - 


60 


$68,900 

$71,400 


^4T_ 

L4T 


^OJ^ ^0 A7 _I480 14.8 ^ 95 60 12/14 

2.0 155~350 ~A7 ' 1545' 6.8 - 6.9 ~ 95 60d0/14 


$70,400 L4TD 2.1 150 500 A7 1595 6.6 - 4.5 D 60 


$72,900 L4TD 2.1 150 500 A7 1660 6.9 - 

C300 BlueTECHyb. $74,900 L4TDH 2.1 150 500 A7 - 6.4 - 

C63AMGS 
C63 AMGS Estate 


4.8 D 
4.0 D 


60 

59 


$154,900 V8TT 4.0 375 700 A7 1580 4.0 - 8.6 95 


04/15 R 


$157,400 V8TT 4.0 375 700 A7 1650 4.1 - 8.7 95 R 

style and substance 

m Similar-to-sedan pricing ; brilliant steering and ride quality; strong engines 
[S3 Not as pin-sharp in the bends as 4 Series Coupe; looks too much like a two-door sedan 
The Pick: C63 coupe is one of the truiy great AMGs, but even theC180 is a sweetheart 


C180 

$59,900 

L4T 

1.6 115 

250 

A7 

1505 8.5 

- 

6.3 

95 

61 

01/12 

R 

C250 

$70,900 

L4T 

1.8 150 

3l0 

A7 

1550 7.2 

- 

6,9_ 

95 

.60 

08/11 

R 

C250CDI 

$72,900 

L4TD 

2.2 150 

500 

A7 

1660 7.5 

15.5 

5.1 

D 

61 

05/14 

R 

C350 

$72,900 

V6 

3.5 225 

370 

A7 

6.0 

- 

7.9 

95 

61 


R 

C63AMG507 

$159,507 

V8 

6.2 373 

610 

A7 

1730 4.1 

12.1 

12.1 

98 

60 

09/14 

R 

1 1 

Roadster lets its hair down 




SLK200 

SLK200 

SLK250 


I (SI Clumsy transmission and abrupt ESC are out-of-sync with refined C-Class; poor ride 
‘ The Pick: SLK200 is a simple, sweet around-town tool; AMG oniy works on racetracks 

M6 1435 7.3 = ' 


$87,200 

$87,200 


L4T 

L4T 


E8 135 270 
1.8 135 '270 A7 1470 7.0 


6.8 95 56 

6.9 95 56 05/11 


$96,500 L4T 1.8 150 310 A7 1500 6.6 - 7.0 95 57 
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- NEW - 
ARRIVALS 

New models 
for the month 
\ highlighted 


Showroom 



Eng 

Eng 




Kerb 

0-100 

0-400 

Fuel 


Resale 

Issue 


Price 

type 

size 

Power 

Torque 

Trans. 

weight 

km/h 

metres 

cons. 

RON 

% 

tested 

Drive 

$125,400 

V6 

■ 3.5 

225 

370 

A7 

1540 

5.6 

- 

'8.3 ' 

■ 95 

52 

01/12 

R 

$162,400 

V8 

5.5 

310 

540 

A7 

1610 

4.6 

12.6 

8.5 

98 

55 

10/12 

R 



More than just a new set of hips 
Mild facelift hides lots of new tech, including brilliant E300 Hybrid and supersonic E63 S 
IS E500 discontinued, as is E63 wagon; twin-turbo V6 is hugely effective, but it’s still no V8 
The Pick: E300 Hybrid is tomorrow’s sedan, today; E63 S is an old-school hot-rod 


E200 

$80,400 

L4T 

2.0 

135 

300 

A7 

1580 

8.2 

- 

6.4 

95 

55 


R 

E200 Estate 

$87,900 

L4T 

2.0 

135' 

300 

A7 ' 

1660 

. ^-3 . 

- 

6.7 

95 

55 


_ R _ 

E220CDI 

$82,900 

L4TD 

2.1 

125 

400 

A7 

1660 

8.4 

- 

4.9 

D 

59 


R 

E250 

$96,900 

L4T 

2.0 

'155 

350 

’ A7 ' 

1605 

' 7.4 ■ 

- 

'6.4 

95 

' 57 ' 


■ R 

E250CDI 

$99,400 

L4TD 

2.1 

150 

500 

A7 ' 

1700 

7.5 ' 

- 

'4.9 ' 

D 

58" 


R 

E250CDI Estate 

$107,900 

_L4TD 

2.1 

150 

500 

A7 

1810 

7.8 

- 

5.1 

D 

58 


R 

E300 Hybrid 

$109,400 

“L4TDH' 

2.1 

150' 

500 

A7 

1845' 

7.5 

- 

4.3 

D 

56 

09/13 

"r 

E400 

$129,430 

V6TT 

3.0 

245 480 

A7 

1710 

5.3 

- 

7.6 

95 

56 


R 

E400 Estate 

$138,900 

V6TT 

3.0 

245 480 

A7 

1810 

5.4 

- 

8.0 

95 

56 


R 

E63AMGS 

$250,930 

V8TT 

5.5 430 800 

A7 

1795 

4.3 

12.2 

10.0 

98 

48 

09/13 

R 



E-Class Coupe 


Revamped and refined 


' 0 New E200 entry coupe means you can now get into a two-door E-class for under $80K 
Built for touring, not apex hunting; manual transmission availability would be nice 

The Pick: All are sophisticated grand tourers, but we like the E400 and its twin-turbo V6 

$80,900 

L4T 

2.0 135 

300 

A7 1540 

7.8 - 

6.0 

95 

55 

R 

$97,700 

L4T 

2.0 155 

350 

A7 1560 

7.1 

6.0 

95 

56 

R 

$99,900 

L4TD 

2.1 150 

500 

A7 1660 

7.3 - 

4.7 

D 

58 

R 

$130,900 

V6TT 

3.0 245 480 

A7 1650 

5.2 - 

7.5 

95 

57 

R 


E-Class Cabrio 


;; E-Class's lid lopped 


0 Airscarf- and Aircap-equipped for top-down winter warmth ; terrific top-up refinemer 
1 ES] No rip-snorting V8 in the line-up any more; it’s a Benz for cruisers, not drivers 
- The Pick: As in the Coupe, the E400 is hard to go past if you like convertibles 

It 

$89,900 

L4T 2.0 135 

300 

A7 

1660 

8.2 - 6.5 

95 

55 

R 

$107,700 

L4T 2.0 155 

350 

A7 

1690 

7.5 - 6.5 

95 

58 

R 

$144,900 

V6TT 3.0 245 

480 

A7 

1770 

5.3 - 7.7 

95 

57 

R 


Still the most credible four-door coupe 


jMI^ 

0 Still-pretty looks; lovely cabin ; brilliant steering and Airmatic ride (even on CLS63 AMG) 
IS Petrol V6 can’t match the oiler; CLS63 AMG will never return 10L/100km; only seats four 


The Pick: 350 CDI over an A7 3.0 TDI ; storming AMG a coin-toss away from Jaguar XFF 

1 

GLS250GDI 

$114,900 L4TD 

2.1 

150 500 

A7 1710 

7.5 - 5.4 D 

52 

R 

GLS250GDIS-Brake$124,900 L4TD 

2.1 

150 500 

A7 1790 

7.8 - 5.6 D 

52 

R 

GLS400 

$139,900 V6TT 

3.0 

245 480 

A7 1815 

7.8 95 

46 

R 

GLS500 

$169,900 V8TT 

4.7 

300 600 

A9 1815 

- ‘6.8 95 

46' 

R 

GLS500S-Brake 

$179,900 V8TT 

4.7 

300 600 

A9 1815 

8.9 95 

46 

R 

GLS63AMGS 

$249,900 V8TT 

5.5 

430 800 

A7 1795 

4.3 12.2 10.0 98 

48 10/14 

R 



1 0 Incredible combination of agility, ride comfort and silence; superb seats; keen steering 
IS Some trim combinations are putrid - money can't buy taste; expensive 
* The Pick: The SWB S500 with 20-inch wheeis because the brilliant ride still works 

S300 BlueTec Hybrid 

$196,500 

L4TDH 

2.1 150 500 

A7 

2015 

7.6 

4.5 

D 

08/14 

R 

S350 BlueTec 

$216,700 

V6TD 

3.0 190 620 

_ A7 

1880 

6.8 - 

6.0 

D 

02/14 

R 

S350L BlueTec 

$224,200 

V6TD 

3.0 190 620 

A7 

1900 

6.8 - 

6.0 

D 

- 

R 

S400L 

$231,300 

V6TT 

3.0 245 480 

A7 

1920' 

5.3 - 

'7.9 

' 95 

- 

" R 

S500 

$286,600 

V8TT 

4.7 335 700 

A7 ' 

1920 

4.8 - 

9.2 

95 

- 02/14 

R 

S500L 

$311,800 

V8TT 

4.7 335 700 

A7^ 

1940 ‘ 

4.8 - 

9.2 

95 

- 09/13 

R 

S600L 

$417,500 

V8TT 

6.0 390 830 

A7 

2110 

4.6 - 

11.3 

98 

- 

R 

S63AMG 

$387,300 

V8TT 

5.5 430 900 

A7 

1970 

4.0 - 

10.2 

98 

- 11/13 

R 

S63AMGL 

$399,900 

V8TT 

5.5 430 900 

A7 

2095 

4.5 - 

10.2 

98 

- 

R 

S65AMGL 

$490,000 

V12TT 

6.0 463 1000 

A7 

2250 

4.3 - 

11.9 

98 

- 

R 



New generation gets big lift in interior presentation; nine-speed debut for base V8 
Dfl Pricing, plus the cost of rear tyres, and probably insurance; and is the V12 worth it? 
The Pick: New twin-turbo V8s promise better economy with still-brilliant performance 

$319,000 V8TT 4.7 335 700 A9 1955 4.6~ - 8.6~ 95 


$409,000 V8TT 5.5 430 900 A7 1995 4.2 - 10.2 98 

$499,000 V12TT 6.0 463 1000 A7 2110 4.1 - 12.0 98 

Sports luxury, maybe. Not light 


0 Updated SL scores a twin-turbo V6, joining an existing suite of superb engines 

1 IS Looks odd from some angles; it’s still heavy, thirsty, and not exactly dynamic 

The Pick: Deploy the 900Nm SL63 or lOOONm SL65 for the full SL effect 

$229,000 

V6TT 

3.0 

245 

480 

A7 

1685 

7.8 95 

R 

$312,000 

V8TT 

4.7 

320 

700 

A7 

1785 4.6 - 

9.4 95 51 10/12 

R 

$399,000 

V8TT 

5.5 

430 

900 

A7 

1856 4.3 - 

10.2 98 51 

R 

$481,000 

V12TT 

6.0 

463 

1000 

A7 

1950 4.0 - 

11.7 98 53 

R 


GTS 



ML250BlueTec 
ML350 BlueTec 


fel Brilliant new twin-turbo V8; fantastic sound; arresting styling; cohesive chassis; drama 
IS] Some ergonomic issues inside cabin; Australia won’t see the more affordable base GT 
The Pick: Well, there’s only one of them, and it’s a shedload better than the polarising SLS 
$295,000 V8TT 4.0 375 650 A7 1495 3.8 - 9.4 98 0 2/15 R 

Punchy, paunchy, yet judicious with fuel 
Superb twin-turbo oiler; premium cabin ; lovely steering and ride quality 
Can’t escape its sheer size; not particularly well packaged ; not pretty to look at 
• The Pick: Feels $20K more expensive than it is, with the ML400 arguably the sweet spot 
$83,900 L4TD 2.1 150 500 A7 2175 9.0 - 6.4 D 60 06/12 A 

$101,900 V6TD 3.0 190 620 A7 2175 7.5 15.4 7.3 D 61 01/15 A 



Too fast, too furious 

THE photos of the blackened and 
melted mess that was the Porsche 
Carrera GT of Paul Walker are 
genuinely disturbing, so we 
won’t show it. 

In a kind of horrible “seriously, 
kids, don’t try this at home” 
story, the star of The Fast and the 
Furious franchise was killed when 
his friend Roger Rodas’s Carrera 
GT basically disintegrated after 
colliding with poles and trees at 
a speed in excess of 150km/h, 
more than double the posted 
speed limit. Police suggested 
speed may have been a factor in 
the accident, which occurred in 
Santa Clarita, California, with 
Rodas at the wheel. 

Despite those bald figures, 
Rodas’s widow, Kristine, filed a 
lawsuit suggesting Porsche was 
to blame for the death of her 


the jaunty soundini 

from the Furious 
was a tribu 


lEL BEHAVIOUR 
er wasn't just an actor 
did teen films and six 
ausible movies about 
nq fast, he was also the 
of Davidoff Cool Water 
yipn.Whenhe died he was 


husband, a professional race 
driver, due to a suspension failure 
and a lack of safety features. Her 
suit suggests the 2005 Carrera GT 
was designed as a race car and 
therefore should have had a roll 
cage and been less flammable. 

Not surprisingly, Porsche 
fired back through its lawyers, 
suggesting the deaths were 
entirely the fault of Rodas and his 
driving, and furthermore that 
the car in question had been 
“abused and altered after 
being placed into the stream of 
commerce in a manner that was 
not reasonable foreseeable”. 

So, if you go and modify an 
already blisteringly quick car to 
go even faster, and then drive 
it like you stole it, that’s not 
Porsche’s fault. 
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Eng 

Eng 


Kerb 

0-100 

0-400 Fuel 


Resale 

Issue 




Eng 

Eng 


Kerb 

0-100 

0-400 Fuel 


Resale 

Issue 


Price 

type 

size Power Torgue 

Trans. 

weight 

km/h 

metres cons. 

RON 

% 

tested 

Drive 


Price 

type 

size Power Torgue Trans. 

weight 

km/h 

metres cons. 

RON 

% 

tested 

Drive 

$103,900 

V6TT “ 

3.0 245 480 

SI 

2174 

6.1 

9.4 

95 

63 


A 

D 

$39,300 

L4TD 

2.0 82 270 

A6 

1335 

11.3 

5.6 

D 

58 


F 

$122,900 

V8TT 

4.7 300 600 

A7 

2288 

5.7 

12.3 

95 

54 


A 

S 

$42,550 

L4T 

1.6 135"'240 

M6 

1310" 

7.6^ 

6.6 

95 

59 

olTiT 

F 

$182,900 

V8TT 

5.5 386 700 

S7 

2345 

4.8 

11.8 

98 

55 

05/13 

A 

S 

$50,555 

L4T 

1.6 135 240 

A6 

1335 

7.9 

7.5 

95 

59 


F 


— ^ Army truck for the road 

£] Tough-as image; AMG’s ultra-cool side tailpipes and burly new twin-turbo V8 donk 
{8]G-Class BlueTec name is paradoxical; live front axle; woeful steering; bucking ride 
The Pick: The outrageous AMG has perverse appeal, but only the diesel makes any sense 


0350 BlueTec 

$151,000 

V6TD 3.0 155 540 

A7 

2300 

9.1 - 

11.2 

D 

58 

A 

0500 

$167,900 

V8 5.5 285 530 

A7 

2530 

6.1 - 

14.9 

98 

57 

A 

063 AMO 

$234,300 

V8TT ' 5.5 400 760 

A7 ' 

2550' 

5.4 - 

13.8 

98 

56 

05/14 A 




Stands for Goliath 

Third-row seat actually comfortable and almost roomy; big load capacity;engines 
[S] Gargantuan Class, more like it - it’s bloody huge and not easy to thread through the city 
• The Pick: The torquey diesel V6 is sensible; the twin-turbo AMG is seductive 

$129,930 V6TD 3.0 190 620 A7 2455 ~7.9 - 7.7 D 65 04/13 A 



4.7 320 700 A7 2455 5.4 - 11.5 95 54 

5.5 410 760 A7 2580 4.9 - 12.3 98 64 07^ 

Budget big Benz 
0 A cheaper way to get into an eight-seat Benz (and out of a VW Multivan or Tarago) 
[SQ Like Viano, it’s a commercial van with bolted-in seats 
The Pick: This over its VW Multivan and Toyota Tarago rivals 
$54,490 L4T D 2.1 120 360 A5 2155 - - 8.2 ‘ D 54 

It's a big Benz bongo van 

0 Enormously roomy, complete with limo-style, face-to-face rear seating 
DS] Sheer size makes it difficult to manoeuvre and park, which kinda defeats its purpose 
The Pick: V6 diesel is a good unit, but Viano struggles to hide its commercial origins 

$81,115 V6TD 3.0 165 440 A5 2235 9.1 - 8.6 D - 


Mini 


3yr/unlimited 

www.mini.com.au 


Best Mini ever 



0 Brilliant handling and super-sharp turn-in; Cooper S’s great acoustics; improved cabin 
Puffy front not as pretty as before; thicker pillars; three-pot should sound fruitier 


The Pick: The excellent Cooper S manual 

on 17s with optional adaptive dampers 


One 

$24,950 

L3T 

1.2 

75 

180 

M6 

1090 

9.9 - 

4.9 

95 

- 


F 

One 

$26,850 

L3T 

1.2 

>5' 

180 

A6 

1120 

'l0.2 - 

5.0 

95 

- 

F 

Cooper 

$26,650 

L3T 

1.5 

lOO' 

220 

M6 

1085“ 

7.9“- 

4.7 

95 

- 

06/14 

F 

Cooper 

$30,100 

L3T 

1.5 

100 

220 

A6 

1115 

7.8 - 

4.9 

95 

- 

F 

Cooper D 

$31,800 

L3TD 

1.5 

85 

270 

M6 

1135 

9.2 - 

3.7 

D 

- 

F 

Cooper D 

$34,150 

L3TD 

1.5 

85 

270 

A6 

1150 

9.2 - 

3.9 

D 

- 

F 

Coopers 

$36,950 

L4T 

2.6 

J41 ’ 

280 

M6 

1160 

6.8 - 

5.9 

95 

- 

06/14 

F 

Cooper S 

$39,300 

L4T 

2.0 

141 

280 

A6 

1175 

6.7 - 

5.5 

95 

- 

F 

JCW 

$47,400 

L4T 

2.0 

170 

320 

M6 

1205 

6.3 - 

'6.7 

95 


F 

JCW 

$49,950 

L4T 

2.0 

170 

320 

A6 

1220 

6.1 - 

5.7 

95 

- 

F 



Mini attempts a high-five 
I ^ Longer wheelbase and additional rear doors broaden the Mini's family-hatch appeal 
[SO Betrays the Mini's DNA; rear doors look piddly ; isn't this what a Countryman is for? 

The Pick: A Cooper or Cooper D auto with the smallest wheels. The S doesn't deserve this 


One 

$26,050 

L3T 

1.2 75 

180 

M6 

- 

- 

‘5.0 

95 - 

F 

Cooper 

$27,750 

L3T 

1.5 100 

220 

“M6 

1145 

8.2 - 

4.7 

95 - 

F 

Cooper 

$30,400 

L3T 

1.5 100 

220 

A6 

1175 

8.1 - 

4.8 

95 - 

F 

Cooper D 

$32,900 

L3TD 

1.5 85 

270 

M6 

1190 

9.4 - 

3.6 

D - 

F 

Cooper D 

$35,550 

L3TD 

1.5 85 

270 

A6 

1205 

9.5 - 

3.8 

D - 

F 

Cooper S 

$38,050 

L4T 

2.0 141 

280 

M6^ 

1220 

6.9 - 

5.9" 

95 - 

F 

Coopers 

$40,700 

L4T 

2.0 141 

280 

A6 

1240 

“6.8" - 

5.4 

95 - 

F 



Cooper Cabrio 


Fabric and function 
0 Neat fabric folding-roof mechanism; still drives like a Mini 
^Premium over the hard-top is excessive; unavoidable reduction in body rigidity 
The Pick: Base is too sluggish for the money - go the Cooper S or JCW 


$40,350 L4 


1.6 90 160 M6 1165 9.8 


6.1 95 56 


Highgate 

$44,250 

L4 

1.6 

90 

160 

M6 

1205 

9.8 

- 

6.1 

95 

56 

F_ 

S 

$48,800 

L4T 

1.6 

135 

240 

M6 

1165 

7.3 

- 

6.4 

95 

57 

F 

S Highgate 

$52,200 

L4T 

T6 

135 

240 

M6 

1230 

7.7 " 

- 

6.4 

95 

57 

F 

JCW 

$58,500 

L4T 

1.6 

155 

260 

M6 

1240 

6.9 


7.2 

95 

58 

F 

5 

I Clubmar 

1 

Not worth joining the Club, man 





0 Introduces extra rear-seat legroom and boot space to the Mini breed 

Unlike a Hyundai Veloster, single rear door opens into traffic, not on the kerb side 



The Pick: A Countryman if you need the space - 

it’s worth the extra $4K 




$34,900 

L4 

1.6 

90 

160 

M6 

1145 

9.8 

- 

5.8 

95 

55 

F 


$37,855 

L4 

_l.6 

“90 

160 

A6 

1175 

10.9 

- 

6.8 

95 

55 

' F 

s 

$43,900 

L4T 

1.6 

135" 

240 

M6 

1205' 

7.0 

- 

6.3 

95 

55“ 

F_^ 

s 

$46,855 

L4T 

1.6 

135 

240 

A6 

1230 

7.7 

- 

6.7 

95 

55 

F 

JCW 

$51,800 

L4T 

1.6 

155 

280 

M6 

1205 

6.8 


7.0 

95 

57 

F 


V ■ j Countryman 

-i 


A large-Mini paradox 


1 0 Plenty of driving fizz and Mini character in a more practical SUV-ish body 

1 [S Needs a 2.0-litre, or more boost, to deal with the extra weight 

The Pick: A fine drive, but the (more conservative) VW Tiguan 

is a smarter choice 

$34,150 L4 

1.6 

90 

160 

M6 1265 

10.5 

- 

6.5 95 

58 F 

$37,155 L4 

1.6 

90 

160 

A6 1295 

10.5 

- 

6.5 95 

59 F 

$36,950 L4TD 

1.6 

82 

270 

M6 1310 

10.9 

- 

4.4 D 

58 F 
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SALL4 
SALL4 
SDALL4 
JCW ALL4 


$45,500 L4T 1.6 135 240 M6 1380 7.6 - 7.3 95 60 

$47,555 L4T 1.6 135 240 A6 1405 8.2 15.9 8.1 95 60 06/11 

$46,990 L4TD 2.0 105 305 M6 1395 9.4 - 4.9 D 60 

$56,900 L4T 1.6 160 280 M6 1405 7.0 - 8.0 98 60 

Not just a Countryman coupe 
] Sharp dynamics; cabin improvements; rear-seat space; uniqueness 
1 $2K extra for fewer doors; Aussies miss out on fuel-saving tech ; tardy base models 
- The Pick: Take the Paceman S. More fun and worth the extra dosh 


$34,150 

$37,205 


L4 

L4 


1.6 90 160 M6 1255 10.4 
1.6 90 160 A6 1275 10.8 


6.5 95 56 

6.5 95 55 10/13 


S 

S 

JCW 

JCW 


$42,550 .L4T 1.6 140 240 M6. 1380 7.5 - 6.6 95 .55 


$44,900 L4T 1.6 140 240 A6 1405 7.8 


7.5 95 55 


r 


$56,900 L4T 1.6 165 280 M6 1475 6.9 - 8.0 95 55 09/13 A 

$59,250 L4T 1.6 160 280 A6 1495 6.9 - 8.3 95 55 A 


« mm , • 5yr/130, 000km 

IVllLSUDlSill w w w.mitsubishi-motors .com . au 


Cheap, cheerless mini 
f7l Better-equipped than you’d expect at the price; long warranty; should be reliable 
IS] Leisurely pace; bouncy ride; tight rear seat; hideous sedan styling 
The Pick: The base ES manual at a bargain price. Or better still, a second-hand Mazda 2 


ES 

ES 

ES sedan 
ES sedan 
LS 
LS 

LS sedan 


$11,990 L3 


1.2 57 100 M5 865 


4.6 91 58 04/13 F 


$13,490 L3 1.2 57 100 C 890 


4.6 91 52 


$14,490 

$16,490 


L3 

L3 


1.2 57 100 
1.2 57 'lOO 


M5 925 
C 940 


4.9 91 51 

14.5 19.6 4.9 91 50 ' 10/14 


$12,990 L3 1.2 57 100 J45 865 

$14,990 L3 1.2 57 100 C 890 


4.8 91 52 

4.9 91 54 


$17,490 L3 1.2 57 100 C 940 



Atmo four-pots 


OPTIMA 


J ! 147kW 

/ TOYOTA 86 


Turbo rumours abound but Subaru 

boxer with Toyota direct injection looks set 

SUBARU BRZ to remain a natural breather for a while yet, 

making the 2.0 a willing, if wanting, performer. 


(Lower tune of the Optima’s 2.4 and in 
the heavier Santa Fe body. Gruntier turbo-diesel 
SANTA FE makes more sense in this seven-seater, but zingy 
atmo four keeps the price more attractive. 


HONDA 


CR-V 


rhe 2.4 formerly employed in the Accord 
I Euro is now reserved for the family life of the CR-V. 
Its high power peak isn’t as well suited to the CR-V’s 
heavier body, but it’s still a nice thing to thrash. 


jThe 2.5 finds its way into various Mazdas 
(6 and CX-5 included) but it’s most fun in the lighter 
3 SP25 3 as the performance hero for now (at least until a 
turbocharged MRS is unleashed, maybe next year). 























- NEW - 
/ ARRIVALS ^ 

, New models j 
\ for the month " 
% highlighted 


Showroom 


Value or Evo - they're poles apart 



0 Neat styling; decent value; Evo’s go-kart handling and adjustability; MB’s Recaro seats 
ESlots! Non-Evo dynamics are rubbish; cheap interior; poor front seats; drony CVT... 


The Pick: A competitor - even a Korean one. Or the Evo if you' 

re deaf 




ES Sport 

$18,990 

L4 

2.0 110 

197 

M5 

1285 

9.6 

- 

6.9 

91 

57 


F 

ES Sport 

$20,990 

L4 

2.0 110 

197 

C 

1315 

10.3 

- 

7.4 

91 

57 


F 

GSR Sportback 

$21,990 

L4 

2.4 125 

226 

M5 

1370 



8.8 

91 

F 

GSR Sportback 

$23,990 

L4 

2.4 125' 

226 

G 

1400' 



8.9 

91 

F 

LS sedan 

$20,990 

L4 

2.0 110 

197 

M5 

1325 

9.6 


6.9 

91 

58 


F 

LS sedan 

$22,990 

L4 

2.0 110 

197 

C 

1355 

10.5 

- 

7.4 

91 

58 


F 

XLS sedan 

$26,490 

L4 

2.4 125 

226 

M5 

1345 

9.1 

- 

8.8 

91 

60 


F 

XLS sedan 

$28,490 

L4 

2.4 125’ 

226 

C 

1375 

9.8 

- 

8.5 

91 

59 

10/07 

F 

Ralliart sedan 

$37,990 

L4T 

2.0 177 

343 

S6 

1480 



9.6 

98 

56 

01/09 

A 

Evolution MT sedan 

$52,990 

L4T 

2.0 217 

366 

'M5 

1490 ' 

6.3 

14.4 

10.2 

98 

51" 

08/08 

A 

Evolution MR sedan 

$58,990 

L4T 

2.0 217 

366 

S6 

1520 

5.7 

14.0 

10.1 

98 

50 

12/13 

A 


ASX 

■ 

Compact-priced SUV 







0 Exterior styling improving with age; keen pricing; torquey turbo-diesel 

El Interior smaller than SUV rivals; lacks refinement; Peugeot/Citroen clones drive better 
• The Pick: 2WD is cheap, although we'd prefer to step up to a 4WD diesel 

LS 

$24,990 

L4 

2.0 110 

197 

M5 

1335 

- 

- 

7.6 

91 

60 


F 

LS 

$26,990 

L4 

2.0 110 

197 

C 


- 

- 


91 

60 


F 

XLS 

$31,490 

L4 

2.0 TfO" 

197 

C" 

1375 


- 


91 

jr 


T" 

LS4x4 

$31,990 

L4TD 

2.2 110 

360 

A6 

- 

- 

- 

5.8 

D 

- 

09/13 

A 

XLS 4x4 

$36,490 

L4TD 

2.2 iTo ’ 

360 

A6 

I5T5 

- 

- 

5.8 

D 

60 

09/13 

A 



0 A compact-ish SUV that squeezes in seven seats; quieter and smoother; equipment 
ES] Crappo infotainment functionaiity; about as American as a faceiift can get 
The Pick: Either a base LS manuai or an XLS 4WD turbo-diesei with six-speed auto 


LS 


$28,490 L4 ^ 2.0 110 190 M5 1410 - 


7.0 91 


LS 

$30,490 

L4 

2.0 110 

190 

C 

1430 

- 

- 

6.7 

91 

F 

LS4WD 

$33,490 ■ 

“L4 

“2.4 124 

220 

G 

1500 

- 

- 

7.2 

91 

“ A ' 

XLS 

$33,490 

L4 

2.0 110 

190 

C 

1430 

- 

- 

6.7 

91 

F 

XLS4WD 

$36,490 

[4' 

■ 2.4 124 

220 

C 

1535 

11.0 

17.9 

7.2 

91' 

06/15 A 

XLS4WDDiD 

$39,490 

L4TD 

2.3 110 

360 

A6 

1630 

- 

- 

6.2 

D 

A 

Exceed 4WD 

$43,490' 

L4 

” 2.4 124 

220 

C 

1535 

- 

- 

7.2 

91 

A 

Exceed 4WD DID 

$46,490 

L4TD 

2.3 110 

360 

A6 

1630 

- 

- 

6.2 

D 

A 

PHEV 

$47,490 

L4H 

2.0 149 

195 

A1 

1810 

- 

- 

1.9 

91 

A 

PHEV Aspire 

$52,490 

L4H 

2.0 149 

195 

A1 

1871 

- 

- 

1.9 

91 

A 



Challenger 


It's basically a Triton wagon 

0 Wedges between Outlander and Pajero in the Mitsu SUV stabie; strong off-road abiiity 
IS Crude separate chassis is shared with Triton, as is the budget-feeiing interior 
The Pick: Duai-range ’box and grunty diesei make it the SUV pick if you’re headed off-road 

$42,490 L4TD 2X131' 400 MS' 1990' - - 8.3 "o' X A 


$44,990 L4TD 2.5 131 400 A5 2000 - 


9.8 D 61 


$49,990 L4TD 



61 


2.5 131 350 A5 2000 - - 9.8 D 

Mitsu's staple family workhorse 
0 Tough family transporter is aiso a proper off-roader; undercuts serious 4WD rivais 
ElFeeis oid(it is) and creaky; noisy diesel; ponderous dynamics; heavy 
The Pick: The thrifty diesel, but unless you venture off-road often, think Territory or CX-9 


GLX 

$50,990 

L4TD 

3.2 

147 

441 

M5 

2273 - 

- 

8.4 

D 

60 

A 

GLX 

$53,990 

L4TD 

3.2 

147 

441 

A5 

2263 - 

- 

8.6 

D 

60 

A 

GLS 

$58,990 

L4TD 

3.2 

147 

441 

A5 

2314 - 

- 

8.6 

D 

62 

A 

Exceed 

$65,990 

L4TD 

3.2 

147^ 

441 

A5 

2335' - 

- 

9.2 

D 

62 

' A 



Morgan 


2yr/10 0,0 00km 
www.morgancars.com.au 


As weird as it gets 

0lt’s a good way to stand out; there’s nothing else like it; character personified 

El It’s a good way to get laughed at; thirsty; lacking useful features like a windscreen... 
The Pick: Something with four wheels, unless you have a really big garage 

$90,000" V2~ 2.0 60 140 M5 550 6.0 - 9.3 ' 95 

. _ A synonym for 'old-gen' 


0 Fabulously raw and lightweight roadsters; relatively affordable 

1 El Forget about cabin ergonomics or ride quality; definitely not practical 
The Pick: This or a Caterham if your house backs onto a racetrack 


$88,250 

L4 

1.6 

82 

131 

M6 

868 

8.0 

- 

6.3 

95 

67 R 

$99,990 

L4 

2.0 

115 ' 

201 

M6 

877 

7.5 

- 

7.0 

95 

61 R 

$139,990 

V6 

3.7 

209 

352 

M6 

950 

5.5 


9.8 

95 

67 R 

$228,990 

V8 

4.8 

270 

490 

M6 

1100 

4.5 

- 

12.1 

95 

R 

$228,990 

V8 

4.8 

270 

490 

A6 

1100 

4.5 

- 

12.1 

95 

R 


Nissan 


3yr/100,000km 

www.nissan.com.au 


ST 

ST 

Ti 


Still without Europe's boosted triple 
0 Keenly-priced and well-kitted; revvy 1.2-litre triple; styling is ageing with dignity 
HlTinny, basic and unrefined compared with larger light hatches; ST’s poor tyres 
The Pick: Base ST manual. Or a second-hand Mazda 2 Genki if you’re being really sensible 

$13,490 T3 1.2 56 104 M5 943 13.2 18.8 5.9 91_ 61 06/15 F 

$15,290 L3 ~1.2 56 104 A4 956 - - 6.5 91 60 F_ 

$16,990 L3 1.2 56 104 A4 969 - - 6.5 91 60 F 



Bonnie and Clyde’s Ford V-8 

You can’t beat a V8. Well, almost 


IT’S A celebrity endorsement you 
can’t quite imagine today; a letter 
written by mass murderer and 
thief Clyde Barrow - of Bonnie 
and Clyde fame - to Henry Ford 
himself, lauding his cars. 

“While I still have got breath in 
my lungs I will tell you what a 
dandy car you make. I have drove 
Fords exclusively when I could 
get away with one,” he wrote, in 
a wonderful double entendre. 

"For sustained speed and 
freedom from trouble the Ford 
has got every other car skinned 
and even if my business hasn’t 
been strictly legal it don’t hurt 
anything to tell you what a fine 
car you got in the V-8.” 

The letter was written at the 
height of Clyde’s infamy, in 1934, 
the same year he would die in a 
Ford, a 1934 V-8 Deluxe, which 


■TO BE SURE 

:ops saw it: 

h the automatic 
were emptied 
;ar got even with 
used shotguns ... 
pgthe shotguns, 
the pistols at the 
3t shooting at the 

far it stopped. V^e 


WHAT STAYS IN VEGAS 

Sitting among the pokies, the 
Bonnie and Clyde Death Car 
display in Vegas also features 
Clyde's bullet-riddled "Death 
Shirt", which has been signed 
by his sister, Marie. Sweet. 


ended up so riddled with bullets 
it looked like something from a 
Road Runner cartoon. 

Despite being heavily suspected 
of 13 murders and several bank 
robberies, Bonnie Parker and 
Clyde Barrow could only be 
chased by the FBI under the 
National Motor Vehicle Act, 
which allowed agents to pursue 
them across state lines, for 
stealing a car. 

Heavily armed police from 
Texas and Louisiana eventually 
cornered the outlaws in an 
ambush, covering their Ford in 
a hail of more than 100 armour- 
piercing bullets of the “don’t even 
bother coming out with your 
hands up” variety. 

The Deluxe “Death Car” became 
quite famous, and is certainly a 
sight to behold. After a lifetime 
touring county fairs, it was 
bought in 1988 by the Primm 
Valley Resort and Casino in Las 
Vegas for $250,000. 
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NISSAN - PORSCHE 




Pulsar revived, but not the N14's spirit 
m Vast cabin; big boot; keen pricing; revives a once-loved name; should be reliable 
DS] Dull styling; no folding backrest; light steering; flaccid dynamics; mediocre performance 
The Pick: Something else - Mazda 3 and Corolla smashed Pulsar in a Wheels compare 


ST hatch 

$19,990 

L4 

1.8 

96 

174 

M6 

1208 - 

- 

7.2 

91 

F 

ST hatch 

$22,240 

L4 

1.8 

96 

174 

C 

- 

- 

"6.7 


F 

ST sedan 

$19,990 

L4 

1.8 

96 

174 

M6 

- 

- 

7.2 

06/13 

F 

ST sedan 

$22,290 

L4 

1.8 

96 

174 

C 

- 

- 

6.7 


F 

ST-L hatch 

$20,990 

L4 

1.8 

96 

174 

M6 

1230 - 

- 

7.2 

91_ 

F 

ST-L hatch 

$23,240 

L4 

"l.8 

96 

174 

C 

- 

- 

6.7 


F 

ST-L sedan 

$22,490 

l4 

1.8 

96 

174 

M6 

- 

- 

7.2 


F 

ST-L sedan 

$24,790 

L4 

1.8 

96 

174 

C 

- 

- 

6.7 


F 

SSS hatch 

$25,990 

L4T 

"l.6 

140 

240 

M6 

1304 - 

- 

7.7 

95 08/13 

’ F 

SSS hatch 

$28,490 

_L4T 

1.6 

140_ 

240 

C 

- 

- 

7.8 

95 

F 

SSS sedan 

$26,990 

L4T 

1.6 

140 

240 

M6 

- 

- 

7.8 

95 

F 

SSS sedan 

$29,290 

L4T 

1.6 

140 

240 

C 

- 

- 

7.8 

95 

F 



Maxima be gone 


0 Impressively punchy and refined four-pot/CVT combo; well-equipped; roomy; cheap-ish 
El V6 is too much for Altima’s front-end to handle; terminal understeer; rental-car styling 

The Pick: ST-L has a sweet drivetrain, plenty of kit and better wheels than the dowdy ST 

$29,990 

L4 

2.5 

127 

230 

C 

1435 - 

7.5 

91 

55 

01/14 

F 

$35,990 

’L4 

2.5 

127 

230 

C 

1451 - " - 

7.5 

91 

55 


F 

$40,490 

L4 

2.5 

127 

230 

C 

1467 - 

7.5 

91 

54 


F 

$45,490 

V6 

3.5 

183 

312 

C 

1536 - 

9.3 

91 

54 


F 



0 Looks m 
Elimprovei 

ore 'sport' than 'utility vehicle'; roomy and comfortable interior; stacked with kit 
i handling, but understeer is still the default setting; lifeless steering 


The Pick: ST is good value, if you’re 

after a big, comfy, reliable Labrador of a family car 


ST 

$48,990 

V6 

3.5 

191 336 

C 

1822 8.0 - 10.9 

95 53 

05/09 

A 

Ti 

$60,240 

V6 

3.5 

191 336 

C 

1850 8.0 - 10.9 

95 54 

02/10 

A 


Pathfinder | 

Less bush, more city 





PI No longer a wagon version of a separate-chassis ute; big seven-seat interior; smooth V6 

[71 OWrt ifai-cinn ic frnnt.Hriuo- nn.HomanH AWrt amialc littia nff.rnarl ahilitu- nn rliocal 


The Pick: Value-packed 

ST 4WD biends on-road grip with room for seven, plus luggage 


ST2WD 

$39,990 

V6 

3.5 

190 325 

c 

1920 - - 9.9 

91 60 


R 

ST4WD 

$44,290 

V6 

3.5 

190 '325 

c 

1985 - - "10.2 

91 60 


A 

ST Hybrid 

$42,990 

L4HS 

2.5 

188 330 

c 

1969 - - 8.4 

61 


F 

ST-L2WD 

$50,490 

V6 

3.5’ 

’l90'325 

c’ 

1960 - - 9.9 

91 61 

01/14 

R 

ST-L4WD 

$54,490 

V6 

3.5 

190 325 

c 

2025 - - 10.2 

91 61 


A 

ST-L Hybrid 

$57,490 

L4HS’' 

2.5' 

188 330 ’ 

c 

2073 - - 8.5 

'65' 


' A 

Ti2WD 

$60,990 

V6 

3.5 

190 325 

c 

2000 - - 9.9 

91 63 

R 

Ti4WD 

$65,090 

V6 

3.5 

190 325 

c 

2065 - - 10.2 

91 63 

A 

Ti Hybrid 

$68,090 

L4HS 

2.5 

188 ’330 

c 

2073'- - '8.5 

65 

A 



Drive-away electric 
g! Purpose-built electric, with loads of torque; supremely smooth; classy, techy interior 
CSI Regenerative braking, steering and handling all a bit weird-burger and/or artificial 
The Pick: Urn, the Leaf - especially at its current $39,990 driveaway price 

$39,990 E 80 280 A1 1525 11.9 - - 09/11 

Nissan's cut-price Cayman 

0 Fast and sharp; big-hearted V6; sweetly balanced; trick auto-blip manual on downshifts 
[S] Engine still coarse; manual shift a tad clunky; ride quality on rough roads 
The Pick: It’s no son-of-Godzilla, but a tyre fryin’ hoot on smooth hotmix 

3.7 245 363" M6 147l’ 5.6 


Hectares of 4WD for the money 
Huge, roomy and oh-so-tough, as you’d expect with a Patrol; looks great covered in dirt 
is Weight; dynamics; stuff-youse-all image when used in cities; almost as big as the QEII 
The Pick: You’ll feel like King of the Rodeo in an ST 3.0 manual, but she’s very agricultural 


$56,930 V6 


$59,930 V6 




3.7 245 363 A7 1485 5.7 

CSOB ^^^^JTTand Nissan's cut-price Boxster 
Same virtues as the coupe, but the V6 should sound sweeter top-down 
4 IS) 137kg extra weight is like having a S/ggesf Loser contestant on board, all of the time 
The Pick: Auto is slick and intuitive, but we’d still opt for the manual 



Premium 
Luxury 
Black Edition 


$65,930 

V6 

3.7 245 363 M6 

1608 - 

11.2 

95 

' 61 

01/10 

R " 

$68,930 

V6 

3.7 245 363 A7 

1618 - 

11.2 

95 

61 


R 

iGT-R 

■ 

Godzilla: the third season 

s 



! 

'i 

1 0 Cutting-edge tech delivers supercar pace and dynamics, mixed with user-friendliness 

1 E) Very firm ride over rough urban tarmac; dual-clutch ’box is clunky at low speeds 

The Pick: Base Premium gets all the grunt and all-paw ability 

$172,000 

V6TT 

3.8 404 628 S6 

174 0 3.2 112 

11.7 

98 

60 

12/13 

A 

$177,000 

V6TT 

3.8 404 628 S6 

1740 - 

11.7 

98 

60 


A 

$"182,500 

V6TT 

3.8 404 628 S6 

1740 - 

11.7 

98 

59 


A 



73.8 10.5 95 64 06/09 


$53,890 

'L4TD 

3.0 

118 

380 

M5 2372 - 

10.9 

D 

69 

A 

$57,390 

L4TD 

3.0 

118 

380 

M5 2483 - 

10.9 

D 

66 

A 

$57,390 

L4TD 

3.0 

118 

380 

M5 2483 - 

10.9 

D 

66 

A 

|Y62 Patrol | 

My dear, how you've blossomed 




0 Posh, all-new V8 Patrol has graduated from Uni and is living in the eastern suburbs 

El At 2.8 tonnes, it’s the heaviest ‘car’ on sale in Australia; V8 loves a binge drink 

The Pick: ST-L over the Y61 Ti (see above). But we’d have a Benz GL350 CDI 

$82,690 

V8 

5.6 

298 

560 

A7 2739 - 

14.5 

95 

64 

A 

$93,390 

VS 

5.6 

298 

560 

A7 2800' - 

14.5' 

95 

' 65 ' 

A 

$114,490 

V8 

5.6 

298 

560 

A7 2829 - 

14.5 

95 

64 

A 


73.8 10.5 95 63 12/09 


Peugeot 


3yr/100,000km 

www.peugeot.com.au 


Finally, a lighter light hatch 


El Old four- 

light and punchy; 
■speed auto is last- 

GTi is a sexy and sophisticated hot-hatch; plush interior 
century’s rubbish; mid-spec 1.6 the least impressive engine 


® The Pick: Charming three-pot, or the feisty GTi (though Fiesta ST handles better) 


Active 5dr 

$18,490 

L3 

1.2 

60 

118 

M5 975 

13.9 

4.7 

95 56 

11/12 

F 

Active 5dr 

$19,990 

L4 

1.6 

88 

160 

A4 1123 

11.1 

18.0 6.7 

95 56 

03/15 

F 

Allure 5dr 

$24,490 

L4 

1.6 

88 

160 

A4 1123 

11.9 

6.7 

95 55 

F 

Allure Premium 5dr 

$27,490 

L4 

1.6 

88 

160 

A4 1123 

11.9 

6.7 

95 54 

F 

GTi 

$30,990 

L4T 

1.6 

147 

275 

M6 1160 

6.6 

14.8 5.9 

95 55 

11/13 

F 


Still a head-turner 


ST 

ST 

Ti-S 

Ti-S 


Brings individuality to smail crossovers; punchy 140kW turbo; chirpy new ST manu£ 
E] Busy urban ride; noisy CVT; heavy Ti-S AWD; styling a compilation, but no best-of 
The Pick: Ti-S with torque-vectoring AWD is a wannabe Godzilla, but go the 1.2 turbo S 

il 

T 

$23,490 L4T 1.2 85 

190 M5 

1163 

5.6 95 

06/13 

F 

$24,490 L4 1.6 86 

158 C 

1205 

6.3 95 


F 

$29,790 L4T 1.6 140 

240 M6 

1300 

6.0 95 


F 

$33,490 L4T 1.6 140 

240 C 

1431 

6.5 95 

A 


Qashqai 


Dualis takes a back seat with new model 


1.2 Active 
1.6 Active 
1.6 Allure 
1.6 Allure 
1.6e-HDi Outdoor 


Return to French form 
m Terrific three-pot; supple ride; adjustabie handling; great packaging; commendably light 
S] Auto is an ancient four-speed; diesel is grumbly and expensive; instrument location 
The Pick: The lovable three-pot 1.2, or the noisier 1.6 manual if you desire proper grunt 

M5 1022 13.5 - 
A4 ’l113 11.2 - 


$21,990 

$24,990 


L3 

L4 


J.2 60 118 
"l.6 88 160 


4.9 95 59 12/13 

6.5 95 59 


$27,990 L4 1.6 88 160 M5 1053 77.3 77.7 5.9 95 58 01/14 F 


$29,990 L4 1.6 88 160 A4 1113 


1.2 - 


6.5 95 58 



0 Clever packaging combined with a sharp price; handies like a jumped-up hatchback 

El Performance not its forte, though both engines try hard ; no rear-seat air vents 

The Pick: Base petrol ST with CVT auto, even if it misses out on the clever boot partitions 

ST 

$25,850 

L4 

2.0 

106 

200 

M6 

1372 9.9 

- 

7.7 

91 

60 


F 

ST 

$28,490 

L4 

2.0 

106 

200 

C 

1408 10.1 

- 

6.9 

91 

59 

09/14 

F 

Ti 

$32,890 

L4 

2.0 

106 

200 

M6 

1421 9.9 

- 

7.7 

91 

59 


F 

Ti 

$34,990 

L4 

2.0 

106 

200 

C 

1457 10.1 

- 

6.9 

91 

59 


F 

TS 

$33,590 

L4TD 

1.6 

96 

320 

C 

1556 11.1 

- 

4.9 

D 

59 


F 

TL 

$38,390 

L4TD 

1.6 

96 

320 

C 

1605 11.1 

- 

4.9 

D 

58 

09/14 

F 



$31,990 L4TD 1.6 68 230 M5 1131 11.5 

^ Best Pug this century 


4.0 D 58 


E) Smart styling; entry-level triple is a belter; terrific dynamics; well equipped for the money 
S] Torsion-beam rear can be felt at times; ride suffers on big wheels; costs more than a Golf 
The Pick: The 1 .2 turbo triple is a rip-snorter, even as an auto, and so is the diesei wagon 



Latest model a huge improvement 


ST 

ST 

ST 7-seat 
ST 4WD 
ST-L 

ST-L 7-seat 
ST-L4WD 
Ti4WD 
TS 

TS4WD 

TL 

TL4WD 


^ Less gawky looks; extra stretch adds third-row option; quiet, luxurious and roomy 

El Some trim still feels cheap; foot-operated park brake; ultimately lacking in finesse 

The Pick: Sharp pricing on the front-drive ST auto looks the goods 

$27,990 

L4 

2.0 

106 

200 

M6 

1437 

- 

- 

8.2 

91 

62 

F 

$30,490 

L4 

2.5 

126 

226 

C 

1470 

- 

- 

7.9 

91 

61 

F 

$31,580 

L4 

2.5 

126 

226 

C 

1516 

- 

- 

8.1 

91 

62 

F 

$33,980 

L4 

2.5 

126’ 

226 

c' ' 

1526 

- 

- 

8.3 

91 

62 

A 

$36,590 

L4 

2.5 

126 

226 

C 

1487 

- 

- 

7.9 

91 

61 

F 

$37,590 

L4 

2.5 

126 

226 

C 

1533 

- 

- 

8.1 

91 

61 

F 

$39,490 

L4 

2.5 

126 

226 

c" 

1543 

10.3 

17.4 

8.3 

91 

61 08/14 

A 

$45,190 

L4 

2.5 

126 

226 

C 

1574 

- 

- 

8.3 

91 

61 

A 

$35,380 

L4TD 

1.6 

96 

320 

C 

- 

- 

- 

5.3 

D 

62 

F 

$35,680 

L4TD 

1.6 

96 

320 

M6 

- 

- 

- 

5.3 

D 

62 

A 

$46,280 

L4TD 

1.6 

96 

320 

C 

- 

- 

- 

5.3 

D 

61 

F 

$46,580 

14TD' 

1.6 

*96“ 

320 

M6 

- 

- 

- 

5.3 

D 

61 

"a 


Access 

$21,990 

L3T 

1.2 

96 

230 

M6 

1090 

9.3 

16.5 

4.6 

95 

04/15 

F 

Access 

$23,990 

L3T 

1.2 

96 

'230 

' A6 

1150 

9.1 

- 

5.1 

95 

F 

Active 

$28,340 

L3T 

1.2 

96 

230 

A6 

1150 

9.1 

- 

5.1 

95 

12/14 

F 

Allure 

$30,990 

L3T 

1.2 

96 

'230 

A6 

1150 

9.1 

- 

’5.1 

95 


Allure 

$32,790 

L4T 

1.6 

110 

240 

A6 

1255 

8.5 

- 

6.5 

95 

F 

Allure HDi 

$35,290 

L4TD 

2.0 

110 

370 

A6 

1310 

8.6 

- 

4.1 

D 

F 

Allure Premium 

$36,440 

L4T 

1.6 

110 

240 

A6 

1255 

8.5 


6.5 

95 

F 

Allure Premium HDi 

$38,940 

L4TD 

2.0 

110 

370 

A6 

1310 

8.6 

- 


D 

F 

Allure Touring 

$35,490 

L4T 

1.6 

110 

240 

A6 



- 

6.5 

95 

05/15 

F 

Allure Touring HDi 

$37,990 

L4TD 

2.0 

110 

370 

A6 

1420 

8.9 

- 

4.2 

D 

F 

Allure Touring Prem 

$39,140 

L4T 

1.6 

110 

240 

A6 



- 

6.5 

95 

F 

Allure T Prem HDi 

$41,640 

L4TD 

"2.0 

110 

’370 

A6 



- 


D 

F ’ 

GT 

$41,990 

L4T 

1.6 

151 

285 

M6 

1200 

7.5 

- 

5.6 

95 

05/15 

F 

GTBIueHDi 

$42,990 

L4TD 

2.0 133 

400 

A6 

1320 

8.4 

- 

4.0 

D 

05/15 

F 



Compact, yet versatile Frenchie 


S Quirky-looking compact SUV of sorts; stylish, flexible interior; soiid drivetrains 
[S No manuals; steering and ride far from ciass-ieading; invisible image; not pretty 
• The Pick: L ightly updated and freshly specced, the 3008 is far from a stand-out Peugeq^ 

$35,490 L4T 1.6 115 240 A6 1480 9.5 - 7.7 95 F 

$38,990 L4TD 2.0 120 340 A6 1539 10.2 - 6.6 D F 


150 wheelsmag.com.au 
























Showroom 



style, of sorts, over substance ^ 

SS Fairly glam to look at, with a siick interior; impressive diesei and six-speed auto 
it’s expensive, heavy and iacks any notion of sportiness 
The Pick: Sureiy an Audi A3 Cabrioiet instead of this hangover from iast decade 
'L4T T6 115 240" A6 1^ 9.8 - 7.7 W 56 

Mid-size for non-conformists ' 


Active 
Allure HDi 
Allure HDi Touring 
GTHDi 

GT HDi Touring 



f 0 Price and equipment; roomy, quality interior; GT’s punch and capable dynamics 

1 Regular models lack the handling of the GT; all lack the serene ride of Peugeots past 

The Pick: GT HDi is semi-sporting and a valid premium-Japanese alternative 

$37,990 

L4T 1.6 121 

240 

A6 1410 

8.9 

- 

5.6 

95 

F 

$45,990 

L4TD 2.0 120 

340 

A6 1520 

9.2 

- 

5.4 

D 

F 

$48,990 

L4TD 2.0120’ 

340 

A6 1540 

9.5 

- 

5.5 

D 

F 

$58,490 

L4TD 2.2 150 

450 

A6 1540 

8.2 

- 

5.3 

D 

F 

$61,490 

'l4TD 2.2 150 

450 

A6 1660 

' 8.4 

- 

"5.5 

D 

F 


Fluent French people mover 


S A proper French ride, with amenable handling; roomy for front occupants; storage bins 
S] Heavy for the powertrains on offer; space becomes less generous the further back you go 
• The Pick: The turbo-petrol, with its lighter front-end and still-decent economy 

$36,990 'L4T 1.6 115 240 A6 1565 11.1 - 7.6 95 49 10/13 F 


Active HDi 

$40,490 

L4TD 

2.0 

120 

340 

A6 1694 11.8 

- 

6.3 D 

49 

F 


1 RCZ 

■ 

Peugeot rediscovers styling 





0 As voluptuous as a Parisian waitress; sharp handling and great balance of manual 1. 
ESI Petrol turbo could use more orunt: diesel a ouestionable mismatch for this couoe rol 

6T 

le 


The Pick: Turbo petrol manual is great fun and value, as is the ballsy RCZ 

-R 



$58,990 

L4T 

1.6 

147 

275 

M6 1372 7.5 

- 

6.9 95 

61 02/11 

~F~ 


$58,990 

L4T 

1.6 

115 

240 

A6 1372 8.4 

- 

7.3 95 

61 02/11 

F 

HDi 

$58,990 

L4TD 

2.0 

120 

340 

M6 1445 8.2 

- 

5.3 D 

62 11/10 

F 

R 

$68,990 

L4T 

1.6 

199' 

330 

M6 1280 6.5 

14.3 

6.3 95 

’ 06/15 

' F 


Mitsubishi ASX puts on a beret 



1 0 Improved styling and suspension damping over the Mitsubishi ASX on 

which it’s based 

1 nn Steering and handling; refinement; plasticky Mitsu’ interior; 

; not remotely French 

The Pick: A better- 

looking ASX, but lacks the dynamics of a Qashqai or Subaru XV 

$27,990 

_U 

2.0 

110 197 

M5 

- 

7.7 95 


A 

$30,990 

L4 

2.0 

110 197 

M5 

1440 - 

7.9 95 

56 

08/12 A 

$33,490 

L4 

2.0 

110 197 

C 

1470 10.9 - 

8.1 95 

56 

A 

$38,490 

L4 

2.0 

110 197 

C 

1470 10.9 - 

8.1 95 

56 

08/12 A 


Porsche 


3yr/unlimited 

www.porsche.com.au 


One of the world's best cars 
0 Superb balance, engines, looks and interior - new Boxster rates almost a perfect 10 
[SI As with 911, electric parking brake and electric steering won’t please the purists 
The Pick: Any of them - base is creamy, lovely; the S is harder, edgier 


S 

S 

GTS 

GIS 

Spyder 


$105,100 

>6 

2.7 195 280 

M6 

1310 

5.8 

- 

8.2 

98 

59 

R 

$110,090 

F6 

2.7 195 280 

S7 

1340 

5.7 

- 

7.7 

98 

59 05/12 

R 

$131,500 

F6 

3.4 232 360 

M6 

1320 

5.1 

- 

8.8 

98 

59 05/12 

R 

$136,490 

F6 

3.4 232 360 

S7 

1350 

4.7 

12.9 

8.0 

98 

59 11/13 

R 

$148,600 

F6 

3.4 243 370 

M6 

1345 

5.0' 

- 

9.0 

98 

R 

$154,890 

F6 

3.4 243 370 

S7 

1375 

4.9 

- 

8.2 

98 

R 

; $169,000 

F“6 

3.8 276 420 

M6 

1315 

4.5 


9.9 

98 


R 


One of the world's best Porsches 


s 

s 

GTS 

GTS 

GT4 


0 Even more of a driver’s car than the brilliant Boxster, and arguably a match for the 911 

B Power and torque deliberately held back to leave room for Porsche’s 911 flagship 

The Pick: A manual - great as PDK is, nothing is better than a Porsche manual gearshift 

$106,600 

F6 

2.7 

202 290 

M6 

1310 5.7 

- 

8.2 98 

59 

06/12 R 

$111,590 

F6 

2.7 

202 290 

S7 

1340 5.6 

13.7 

7.7 98 

59 

10/13 R 

$139,400 

F6 

3.4 

239 370 

M6 

1320 5.0 

- 

8.8 98 

59 

R 

$144,390 

F6 

3.4 

239 370 

S7 

1350 4.9 

- 

8.0 98 

59 

R 

$160,900 

F6 

3.4 

250 380 

M6 

1345 4.9 

- 

9.0 98 


R 

$167,190 

F6 

3.4 

250 380 

S7 

1375 4.8 

- 

8.2 98 


07/14 R 


.'$190,300 F6 


05/15 R 


7 


3.8 283 420 M6 1340 4.4 10.3 98 

Pushes supercar boundaries 

1 0 Potent performance and dynamic depth ; practical as a daily driver; it's Porsche's icon 
(SiThat electric parking brake is a sign of the times, and the electric steering masks some feel 
The Pick: Any, but Carrera S with Sport Chrono. Impossible to go wrong with a car this right 


Carrera 

$208,600 

F6 

3.4 

257 

390 

M7 

1380 

4.8 

- 

9.0 

98 

61 


R 

Carrera 

$214,550 

F6 

3.4 

251 

390 

S7 

1400 

4.6 

- 

8.2 

' 98 

60 


R 

Carrera S 

$245,200 

F6 

3.8 

294 

440 

M7 

1395 

4.6 

12.6 

9.5 

98 

61 

10/13 

R 

Carreras 

$251,150 

F6 

3.8 

297 

440 

' S7 ' 

1415 

4.2 

12.2 

8.7 

98 ' 

61’ 

06/12 

R 

Carrera Cabriolet 

$229,900 

F6 

3.4 

257 

390 

M7 

1525 

5.0 

- 

9.2 

98 

60 


R 

Carrera Cabriolet 

$235,850 

F6 

3.4 

257 

390 

S7 

1525 

' 5.0 

- 

9.3 

98 

61 


R 

Carreras Cabriolet 

$267,200 

F6 

3.8 

294 

440 

.M7^ 

1540 

4.7|^ 

- 

9.7 

98 

61 ^ 

05/12 

^R 

Carreras Cabriolet 

$273,150 

F6 

3.8 

297 

440 

S7 

1540 

4.7 

- 

9.7 

98 

61 


R 

Carrera 4 

$224,300 

F6 

3.4 

257 

390 

M7 

1505 

4.9 ' 

- 

'9.5 

98 

60 


' A 

Carrera 4 

$230,250 

F6 

3.4 

257 

390 

S7 

1505 

4.9 

- 

9.5 

98 

60 


A 

Carrera 4S 

$260,900 

F6 

3.8 

294 

440 

M7 

1520 

4.5 

- 

10 

98 

60 


A 

Carrera 4S 

$266,850 

F6 

3.8 

297 

440 

S7 

1540 

4.5 

- 

10 

98 

60 


A 

Carrera 4 Cabriolet 

$245,600 

F6 

3.4 

257 

390 

M7 

1575 

5.1 

- 

9.5 

98 

60 


A 

Carrera 4 Cabriolet 

$251,550 

F6 

3.4 

257 

390 

S7 

1575 

5.1 

- 

10 

98 

60 


A 

Carrera 4S Cabriolet $282,900 

F6 

3.8 

294 

440 

M7' 

1590 

4.7 ' 

- 

"9.5 

98 

60 


' A 



Citroen Traction Avant 


French classic turns into a Nazi piece of work 


IT’S HARD to tell whether the 
Citroen Traction Avant genuinely 
looks evil as a piece of design, 
or whether we just so strongly 
associate it with The Bad Guys 
that we can’t see it any other way. 

This grand-grilled Citroen 
became the transport of choice 
for the Gestapo, who had 
commandeered them as the 
Nazis rolled across France. The 
sight of a black Traction Avant 
arriving in the middle of the night 
must have injected terror into 
thousands of French residents as 
the notorious Flying Squads went 
about their evil business. 

Confusingly, though, it might 
not have always been bad news. 
Rather cleverly, the plucky French 
resistance chose to use the 
Citroen as transport as well, as 
did the French mafia, including 
a gangster called Pierre ‘Le Fou’ 
Loutrel. A proper scoundrel, 

Le Fou was a Nazi collaborator 


^ ^ rorti 

Tract/on Avant were r 
today's standards 
speed ofiookm/hand 
oflOL/IOOkm. Itrei 
production for ; 


fING A PRICE 

Ire Citroen, the company s 
nder, probably died of 
roken heart after the 
estment in Avant sent the 

npany into bankruptcy. 


when they were winning and 
then started gunning down the 
Germans when he sniffed the 
winds of change. 

All of the warring, stealing and 
killing parties chose the Citroen 
because it was big, agile and, 
unlike many cars of the time, it 
could actually stop, thanks to 
hydraulic brakes. 

Styled by the great Flaminio 
Bertoni, an Italian-born former 
sculptor, the wicked-looking 
Traction Avant was ahead of its 
time in many ways and was the 
first mass-produced, unitary 
front- wheel- drive car. It was 
also built of steel at a time when 
coachbuilders were still making 
cars with wooden frames. 

Independent suspension meant 
it even rode well, which prisoners 
being dragged off for torture 
must have appreciated. 
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Eng 

Eng 




Kerb 

0-100 

0-400 

Fuel 


Resaie 

issue 



Price 

type 

size 

Power 

Torque 

Trans. 

weight 

km/h 

metres 

cons. 

RON 

% 

tested 

Drive 

Garrera 4S Gabriolet 

$288,850 

F6 

3.8 

'297 

440 

57 

- 

4.7 

- 

10.0 

98 

60 


A 

Garrera Targa 4 

$250,000 

F6 

3.8 

257 

390 

57 

- 

5.2 

- 

10.0 

98 

60 


A 

Garrera Targa 4 

$255,950 

F6 

3.8 

257 

390 

57 

- 

5.2 

- 

10.0 

98 

60 


A 

Garrera Targa 4S 

$287,200 

F6 

3.8 

257 

390 

57 

- 

5.0 

- 

9.5 

98 



A 

Garrera Targa 45 

$293,150 

'f6 

3.8 

257 

390 

'57 ‘ 

- 

5.0 ' 

- 

"9.5 ' 

98 



' A 

GT3 

$293,600 

F6 

3.8 

350 

440^ 

57 

1430 

3.5 

- 

8.7 

98 



R 

GT3RS 

$387,700 

F6' 

4.0 

368 

460 

57 ' 

1420 

3.3 

- 

12.7 

98 



R 

Turbo 

$366,500" 

F6TT 

3.8 

383 

710 

57^ 

1595' 

3.4 

- 

9.7 

98 

W 


A 

Turbo Gabriolet 

$396,400 

F6TT 

3.8 

383 

710 

57 

1665 

3.5 

- 

9.9 

98 

63 


A 

Turbo S 

$444,900 

F6TT 

3.8 

412 

750 

57 

1605 

3.1 

11.1 

9.7 

98 

63 

03/14 

A 

Turbo S Gabriolet 

$466,900 

F6TT 

3.8 

412 

750 

57 

1675 

3.2 

- 

9.9 

98 

63 


A 



More booty than the Kardashians 


Diesel 

4 

5 

S E-Hybrid 
4S 
GTS 
Turbo 
Turbo S 



0 Razor-sharp dynamics for a big ’un; honking twin-tui 
IS Ride is far from cosseting ; oniy seats four; feeis mas 
• The Pick: The 4S mixes a quick and creamy V8 with the 

rbo V8; delightful rear-drive manuals 
sive; too much junk in its trunk 
best dynamics of the bunch 

8.4 W ~ 

$204,600 

V6 

3.6 

228 

400 

57 

1760 6.3 

$208,400 

V6TD 

3.0 

221 

650 

A8 

1900 6.0 

- 

6.4 

D 


R 

$216,800 

V6 

3.6 

228 

400 

57 

1820 6.1 

- 

8.7 

98 


A 

$288,900 

V8 

4.8 

309 

520 

57 

1810 5.1 

- 

8.7 

98 


R 

$285,300 

V6H 

3.0 

306 

590 

57 

2095' 5.5 

- 

3.1 

98 


R 

$301,100 

V6TT 

3.0 

309 

520 

57 

1870 4.8 

- 

8.9 ' 

98 


A 

$320,100 

V8 

4.8 

316 

520 

57 

1920 4.5 

- 

10.7 

98 


A 

$383,400 

V8TT 

4.8 

382 

700 

57 

1970 4.1 

- 

10.2 

98 


A 

$444,600 

V8TT 

4.8 

419 

750 

57 

1995 3.8 

- 

10.2 

98 


A 


For them poorer folk 


S Diesel 
S 

Turbo 




Diesel 

S Diesel 
S 

S E-Hybrid 
GTS 
Turbo 
Turbo S 


1 0 Stuttgart’s smallest tractor 

is also its cheapest; not a clone of its Audi Q5 cousin 

1 HI Hefty twin-turbo V6 power lost on a high-riding SUV; 

sports pedigree is marketing spin 

The Pick: The diesel, as 

the V6 talks the torquey talk without attempting the sporty walk 

$88,000 

V6T 3.0 

190 

580 57 1880 

6.3 

- 

6.3 D 

08/14 A 

$89,700 

V6TT 3.0 

250 

460 57 1865 

5.4 

- 

9.0 98 

A 

$126,200 

V6TT " 3.6 

"294 

550 57 1925 

" 4.8 

- 

9.2 98 

A 

[ Cayenne 

■ Now larger, lighter and less ugly 


■ 0 Drives like a Porsche 1 

on road, and decent off-road ; rousing atmo and stonking TT V8s 

1 B] Hybrid more exxy and thirsty than Diesel (at least it’s 

quicker), and feels a little artificial 

The Pick: Greenies won 

’t like you anyway, so give ’em good reason with the 382kW Turbo 

$106,100’ 

V6TD 3.0 

193 

580 A8 2110 

7.2 

- 

6.6 D 63 

A 

$108,000 

V6 3.6 

220 

400 A8 2040 

1 7.6 

- 

9.2 95 

A 

$144,800 

V8TTD 4.2 

283 

850 A8 2215 

5.3 

- 

8.0 D 63 

A ’ 

$141,600 

V6TT 3.6 

309 

550 A8 2085 

5.4 

- 

9.5 95 62 

01/15 A 

$140,800 

V6H 3.6 

306 

590 A8 2350 

5.9 

- 

3.4 95 62 

12/14 A 

$154,600 

V6TT 3.6 

324 

600 A8 2110 

5.1 


9.8 98 

A 

$233,300 

V8TT 4.8 

382 

750 A8 2185 

4.4 


11.2 98 62 

A 

$284,700 

V8TT 4.8 

419 

800 A8 2235 

4.1 


11.5 98 

A 



It’s been action stations at Porsche 
with the arrival of Boxster Spyder 
and Cayman GT4, each with a 
911-sourced 3.8 flat-six. Throw 
in the 911 GTS RS (with a 4.0-litre 
six) and it makes for one helluva 
family. Porsche has also introduced 


limited-edition versions of the 
Boxster, 911 and Panamera. Price 
lists have been tweaked, with 
increases applied to many models, 
including the Boxster, Macan and 
Cayenne. Thankfully the 911 has 
escaped the adjustments. 



Proton 


5yr/150, 000km 
www.proton.com.au 


Price type 

Eng 

size 

Power Torgue 

Kerb 0-100 0-400 

Trans, weight km/h metres 

Fuel 

RON 

tested 

Drive 

1 Preve I 

Last shot at success 





0 Smart looks; keen pricing; five-year service package; Lotus-developed suspension 
[jO Underwhelming engine; poor cabin quality; lack of overall appeal 

The Pick: Proton’s five-star support package has appeal, if you treat cars as appliance! 

5 

$15,490 L4 

1.6 

80 

150 

M5 1305 12.0 - 

7.2 

95 48 


F 

$17,490 L4 

1.6 

80 

150 

G 1325 12.5 - 

7.4 

95 47 


F 

$22,990 L4T 

1.6 

103 

205 

G 1356 9.6 - 

8.6 

95 47 


F 



Suprima S 


S is for sport, we're told 


0 Heaps of standard gear; safe in a crash ; better looker than already sharp Preve sedc 
' EJPreveturbo is slightly faster to lOOkm/h; manual gearbox option not here yet 

The Pick: Wait for the Super Premium before doing anything rash 

m 

$20,990 L4T 1.6 

103 205 

G 1355 9.9 - 8.8 

95 - 

F 

$25,790 L4T 1.6 

103 205 

G 1370 9.9 - 8.8 

95 - 

F 


Australia's most affordable 7-seater 
- ' Driveaway pricing; soiid after-saies service; spacious and fiexibie interior 
IS] Four star ANCAP safety; iacking performance; no cruise controi on GX; no curtain airbags 
The Pick: Exora GXR gains usefui kit inciuding leather, reverse camera and cruise 

C 1475 - ^ 8.2 91 48 

G 1485 - - 8.2 91 48 F 


$25,990 

$27,990 


L4T 

L4T 


1.6 103 205 
1.6 103 205 



Renault 


5yr/unlimited km 
www.renault.com.au 



AuthentiqueTCe90 
Expression TCe90 
Expression TGe120 
Dynamique TCe120 
GT 

GT Premium 
RS200 Sport 
RS200GUP 
RS200 Sport Prem. 
RS200 Gup Prem. 


0 Charming new Clio blends dynamic excellence with terrific new turbocharged engines 

1 IS 1-2 turbo dual-clutch only; some (optional) colour-coding looks cheap; no rear airbags 
The Pick: The Expression three-pot manual, or the superb Renaultsport in base trim 

I $16,790 

L3T 

0.9 66 135 

M5 

1019 

12.2 

4.5 

95 

52 

F 

$18,290 

L3T 

0.9 66 135 

'M5 

1019 

12.2 

4.5 

95 

51 '10/13 

F 

$20,290 

L4T 

1.2 88 190 

S6 

1104 

10.6 

17.6 5.2 

95 

50 03/15 

F _ 

$23,990 

L4T 

1.2 88 190 

S6 

1104 

9.4 

5.2 

95 

50 10/13 

F 

$25,490 

L4T 

1.2 88 190 

S6 

1120 

9.4 

5.2 

95 


F 

$28,990 

L4T 

1.2 88 190 

S6 

1120 

9.4 

5.2 

95 


F 

$29,490 

L4T 

1.6 147 240 

S6 

1218 

6.7 

14.9 6.3 

95 

56 

F 

$31,990 

L4T 

1.6 147 240 

56 

1218 

6.9 

15.0 6.3 

95 

55 02/14 

F 

$34,990 

L4T 

1.6 147 '240 

56 

1218 

6.7 

14.9 6.3 

95 

55 

F 

$37,490 

L4T 

1.6 147 240 

56 

1218 

6.7 

14.9 6.3 

95 

55 

F 


Megane 


Authentique 

Authentique 

Authentique 

GT-Line 

GT-Line 

GT-Line Premium 
GT-Line Premium 
Dynamique Wagon 
Dynamique Wagon 
GT-Line Wagon 
GT-Line Wagon 
GT-Line Prem Wag 
GT-Line Prem Wag 
GT220 

GT 220 Wagon 
GT 220 Premium 
GT 220 Prem Wagon 
RS265GUP 
RS265 Gup Premium 
RS275 Trophy 


Handling champs 
0 RS265 is briiiiant; GT220 is a cracking fast wagon; re-piatformed base cars handie weii 
IS] No GT-Line manuais for Austraiia; Renauit’s buiid quaiity is far from Japanese-perfect 
The Pick: The RS265 - it’s our hot-hatch benchmark. Or the feisty GT220 wagon 

$20,990 _L4T 1.2 97 205 M6 1205 10.7 17.4 5.6 95 04/15 F 

$23,490 L4T 'l.2 97 “205 S6 1247 10.9 - 5.6 95 F 


$25,990 

L4TD 

1.5 

81 

240 

S6 

1250 

11.7 - 

4.5 

D 

F 

$26,990 

L4T 

■ 1.2 

97 

'205 

S6 

1247 

10.9 - 

5.6 

95 

F 

$29,490 

L4TD 

1.5 

81 

240 

S6 ^ 

1290 

11.7 - 

4.5 

D 

F 

$30,990 

'L4T 

1.2 

97 

'205 

S6 

' 1247 

10.9 - 

5.6 

95 

F 

$33,490 

L4TD 

1.5 

81 ■ 

240 

56 

1290 

11.7 - 

4.5 

D 

F 


$27,490 

$28,990 


L4T _1.2 9^205 S6_ 1252 10.9 - 

L4TD 1.5 81 240 ' S6 1288' 11.7 - 


5.6 95 

4.5 D 


$28,990 L4T 1.2 97 205 S6 1252 10.9 - 5.6 95 


$31,490 L4TD 1.5 81 240 S6 1288 


1.7 - 


4.5 D 


$32,990 L4T _ 1.2 97_205 S6_ 1252 10.9 - 
$35,490 L4TD 1.5 81 240 ' S6 1288 ' 11.7 - 


5.6 95 

4.5 D 


$35,990 L4T 2.0 162 340 M6 1326 7.6 - 7.3 98 


$37,490 

$39,990 


L4T 

L4T 


2.0 162 340 
2.0 162 340 


M6 1388 7.2 14.9 7.3 
M6 1326 7.6 - 7.3 


09/13 


$41,490 

$43,990 


L4T 

L4T 


2.0 162 340 
2.0 '195' 360 


M6 1388 7.6 - 7.3 

M6 '1374 6.5 14.5 7.5 


04/13 


$47,990 L4T 2.0 195 360 M6 1374 6.0 - 7.5 98 


Dynamique 

GT-Line 

Floride 


$52,990 L4T 2.0 202 360 M6 1376 6.0 - 7.5 98 03/15 F 

U^^^^^^Uj^retty on the outside 

CT Cheaper than a VW Eos; newfound sense of style; smooth and reasonably sturdy 
OS] 2.0-litre and CVT struggiewith ail that folding-hardtop iard; deserves a iow-boost turbo 
The Pick: Arguabiy the sporty GT-Line, though Hoiden's siick new Cascada is cheaper 

$38,990 L4 2.0 103 195 G 1596 11.7 - 8.1 95 ' 50 ' - 'f~ 

$44,490 L4 2.0 103 195 G J596 11.7 - 

^5,990 L4 2.0 ’103 195 G 1596 11.7 - 

Bottom of the mid-size pile 


95 49 - 
95 '49’- 


0 Equipment for the price; torquey turbo-diesel undercuts syrupy V6 

IS] Lacks ride comfort and handiing baiance; average performance; it’s a Samsung SMS 

• The Pick: A Mondeo, Passat, Skoda Superb or Mazda 6 are ail superior options 


Dynamique 

Dynamique 

Privilege 

Privilege 


$37,490 V6 3.5 174 330 A6 - 


10.5 95 45 06/11 F 


$38,490 L4TD 2.0 127 380 A6 1620 

$43,490 V6 3.5 174 330 A6 - 


6.5 D 46 

10.5 95 45 07/11 


$44,490 L4TD 2.0 127 380 A6 1620 
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Showroom 


Tres chic 


Brings high style to the baby SUV segment; supple dynamics; plush seats; packagir 
H 100kg weight gain takes the shine off Clio's drivetrains; laggy dual-clutch gearbox 

ig 

• The Pick: Reduced price and weight of charming TCeOO three-pot manual earns our vote 

Expression TCe90 *$22,990 L3T 0.9 66 135 M5 1134 13.0 - 4.9 95 50 F 

Expression TCe120 $25,990 L4T 1.2 88 

190 

S6 1215 10.9 

5.4 95 50 

F 

DynamiqueTCe120 $27,990 L4T 1.2 88 

190 

S6 1215 in 

18.0 5.4 95 49 05/15 

F 


Euro badge without Euro flair 



^ Prettier facelift; plusher cabin with space up front; lots of cubbies; smart split tailgate 

Rl Mediocre drivetrains and dynamics (it’s X-Trail-based); tight rear seat 


The Pick: A French 

-badged SUV, made in 

Korea, with Japanese underpinnings. No thanks 

Expression 4x2 

$28,490 

L4 

2.5 126 

226 

M6 

1557 

- 

- 

9.6 

95 

57 

F 

Expression 4x2 

$29,990 

L4 

2.5 126’ 

226 

C 

1557 

- 

- 

9.3 

95 

57 

F 

Bose Edition 4x2 

$37,490 

L4 

2.5 126 

226 

C 

1557 

- 

- 

9.3 

95 

59 

F 

Bose Edition 4x4 

$40,490 

L4 

2.5 126 

226 

C 

1680 

10.6 

17.6 

9.5 

95 

58 08/14 

A 

Bose Edition 4x4 

$42,490 

L4TD 

2.0 127 

320 

A6 

1789 

- 

- 

7.6 

D 

58 

A 

Sport Way 4x2 

$37,490 

L4 

2.5 126 

226 

C 

1622 

- 

- 

9.3’ 

D 


F 

Sport Way 4x2 

$39,490 

L4TD 

2.0 127 

320 

A6 

1762 

- 

- 

7.0 

D 


F 

Privilege 4x4 

$45,240 

L4 

2.5 126 

226 

C 

1557 

- 

- 

9.5 

95 

58 

A 

Privilege 4x4 

$47,240 

’L4TD 

2.0 127 ' 

320 

A6 

1789 

- 

- 

7.6 

D 

58 

A 




Rolls-Royce www.rolls-roycemotorcars.com 


'Baby' of the range Rolls on ^ ^ 

[53 Presence and grace, without arrogance; stonking V12; suicide (sorry, ’coach’) rear doors 
Shares pienty of mechanicais with 7 Series, but who cares when it’s this impressive? 

The Pick: You've de cid ed on t he Ro iier, so mon ey is no obje ct - go th e io ng whe elbase 

$609 W V12TT "^6 420 780 A8 2360~ ^ 13.6 95 63 08/10 ~ 

$655,000 V12 TT 6.6 420 780 A8 - - - 13.7 95 63 R 

Silent coupe assassin ' ” 

PI Subtly flamboyant styling; super-smooth and effortlessly powerful; rarity; presence 
IB At 5.3m long and nearly 2.4 tonnes, there's a limit to the Wraith's dynamic credentials 
The Pick: Just the one Sir (or Madam), but no coupe on earth will make life so easy 
$645,000 V12 TT 6.6 465 800 A8 2360 4.6 14.0 95 ~ 

Perennial land-yacht still magnificent 



1 S! Powerful, stately engine; jaw-dropping presence; ultra-luxe cabin ; suicide doors 
i R] Sheer size hugely intimidating for all concerned, as is Phantom’s million-dollar pricetag 

• The Pick: Any of them : the sedan is as palatial as they come; coupe dials up the sex factor 

$809,000 

VI 2 

6.7 

338 

720 

A8 

2649 5.9 

- 

14.8 

95 

61 

05/04 

R 

$938,000 

V12 

6.7 

338 

720 

. A8^ 

2670 . 5.9 , 

- 

14.9 

95 

61 


R 

$942,000 

V12 

6.7 

338 

720 


2629 5.6 

- 


95 

61 



$1,019,000 

VI 2 

6.7 

338 

720 

A8 

2630 - 


14.8 

95 

61 


R 


Skoda 


3yr/unlimited km 
www.skoda.com.au 


Absolutely fabulous, in parts 



t 53 Superb 1.2 turbo; beats Polo for steering feel and ride quality... 
j (B-but not cabin class or outright dynamics; no manual RS; ungainly, if practical, wagon 
The Pick: Any of them with a sizeable dealer discount - wait for 2015's new-gen model 

77TSI Ambition 

$15,990 

L4T 

1.2 

77 

175 

M5 

1130 

10.1 

- 

5.5 

95 

53 


F 

77TSI Ambition 

$18,290 

L4T 

1.2 

77 

175 

S7 ■ 

1154 

10 .T 

- 

■5.3 ' 

95 

52 


F " 

77TSI Amb. wagon 

$16,990 

L4T 

1.2 

77 

175 

M5 

1140 

10.2 

- 

5.5 

95 

53 


F 

77TSI Amb. wagon 

$19,290 

L4T 

1.2 

77 

175 

S7 

1165 

10.3 

- 

5.3 

95 

52 


F 

77TSI Monte Carlo 

$19,590 

L4T 

'1.2 

77 ' 

175 

M5 

1130 

10.1 

- 

5.5 

95 

52 


F 

77TSI Monte Carlo 

$21,890 

L4T 

1.2 

77 

175 

S7 

1154 

10.2 

- 

5.3 

95 

51 


F 

RS 

$27,190 

L4ST 

1.4 

132 

250 

S7 

1253 

6.9 

15.1 

6.2 

98 

51 

11/13 

F 

RS wagon 

$28,190 

L4ST 

1.4 

132 

250 

S7 

1248 

7.3 

- 

6.2 

98 

51 

08/12 

F 


Space, the family frontier 


77TSI Ambition 
90TSI Ambition 
90TSI Elegance 


0 Expanded and brilliantly packaged Polo platform; Mk6 Golf's gutsy 90TSI turbo four 
[B Dark and dull interior reflects its budget status; not a handling hero; old-gen VW teci 
• The Pick: The cheaper, the better, because the Rapid is a long way from Skoda's best 

1 

$18,990 L4T 1.2 77 

175 M6 1155 10.2 - 

5.4 95 

50 

08/14 

F 

$21,890 L4T 1.4 90 

200 S7 1210 9.4 - 

6.0 95 

50 


F ' 

$23,750 L4T 1.4 90 

200 S7 1210 9.4 - 

6.0 95 

51 

08/14 

F 


Not at all abominable 



0 Ultra-compact MPV/SUV that prioritises cabin- and drivetrain-efficiency; brilliant 90TSI 
[BNo AWD petrol option; 4x4 is almost Tiguan money; small boot; some NVH issues 

The Pick: Now even cheaper front-drive 1.2 turbo is light, roomy and great value 

Active 77TSI 

$23,490 

L4T 

1.2 77 175 

M6 1380 11.4 - 

6.0 95 

56 

F 

Active 77TSI 

$25,790 

L4T 

1.2 77 175 

S7 1410 11.7 - 

6.7 95 

55 

F 

Ambition 90TSI 

$28,290 

l4T 

1.4 90 200 

S7 1445 10.6 - 

6.8 95 

56 

07/14 

F 

Outdoor 1031014x4 

$33,590 

L4TD 

2.0 103 350 

S6 1595 10.2 - 

6.7 D 

56 

A 



Ambition 

Ambition 


U nbeatable space for your dollar 

PI Spacious interior; enormous luggage capacity; eager and efficient engines; great value 
[BOnly 1.8T and RS get multi-link IRS; restless ride of torsion-beam models 
The Pick: An IRS-equipped Elegance or the Golf GTI's girthy, value-packed sister, the RS 

U 103 '250 M6 1302 8.4 - 


$21,690 L4T 


5.7 95 50 02/14 F 


$23,990 L4T 1.4 103 250 S7 1317 8.5 


5.2 95 50 



|r 




J 



Hank Williams’ Cadillac 

Plenty of power but not much talk 


COUNTRY music megastar Hank 
Williams was a drinkin’, fightin’, 
hard-livin’ dude. He recorded 
225 songs in a fleeting but 
influential five-year career 
- including the long and whining 
ode Your Cheatin' Heart - but by 
all accounts he wasn’t much of 
a conversationalist. 

This could explain why college 
student Charles Carr, who he 
had hired to drive him to a gig 
in his beautiful 1952 Cadillac 
convertible, didn’t notice Hank 
had died in the back seat for so 
long that rigor mortis had set in 
by the time he grabbed his cold, 
dead hand to check for a pulse. 

Williams had been booked to 
play a show on New Year’s Eve 
1952 but couldn’t make it due to 
an ice storm, so he hired Carr to 


j Death Car 

attractions 

rjq his name 
3rne town of 
ama.No one 

>hntoaraphs, 


nudie run 

Williams died wearing 
something called a Nudie 
Suit, which is described as 
resembling a superhero outfit 

or a jumpsuit. And you thought 

Elvis dressed badly. 


drive him to another gig the next 
day in Canton, Ohio. 

Williams, who had combined a 
few beers in the back seat with 
some pain-killing injections of 
vitamins and morphine, was 
writing a song in the car at one 
stage, but seems to have keeled 
over, suddenly and silently. 

An estimated four hours later, 
Carr pulled over in Oak Hill, West 
Virginia, and found 29-year-old 
Williams unresponsive in the 
back; when he tried to lift his 
hand it was cold, and snapped 
back into place. 

An autopsy later determined 
the cause of death to be 
“insufficiency of the right 
ventricle of the heart”, but there 
has long been controversy and 
suspicion over his demise, with 
some suggesting he may have 
been done in by a Carr, in a car. 
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Price type 

$23,040 L4T 1.4 103 250 M6 1340 8.5 - 5.7 95 50 

$25,340 L4T 1.4 103 250 $7 1355 8.6 - 5.2 95 49 


Ambition wagon 
Ambition wagon 
Ambition Plus 
Ambition Plus 

Ambition Plus wago n$25,840 L4T 1.4 103 250 M6 1340 8.5 - 5.7 95 49 

Ambition Plus wago n$28,140 L4T 
Elegance 


$24,490 L4T 
$26,790 L4T 


1.4 103 250 M6 1302 8.4 - 
1.4 103 250 S7 1317 8.5 - 


5.7 95 50 

5.2 95 49 


1.4 103 250 S7 1355 8.6 - 5.2 95 49 


Elegance wagon 
Elegance 
Elegance wagon 
Elegance 
Elegance wagon 
RS162 TSI 
RS162TSI 
RS162 TSI wagon 
RS 162 TSI wagon 
RS135TDI 
RS135 TDI wagon 


$32,190 L4T 
$33,540 L4T 


1.4 103 250 S7 1317 8.5 - 

1.4 103 250 S7 1355 8.6 - 


5.2 95 48 

5.2 95 48 



Subaru 


3yr/unlimited 

www.subaru.com.au 


Impreza 


Impreza now more impressive 
0 A decent looker; classier cabin with fresh infotainment; unrivalled durability reputation 
JSl Uninspiring, torque-deprived 2.0-litre four; dynamically, it’s all a bit soggy 


$34,690 

L4T 

1.8 132 

250 

S7 

1350 

7.4 

- 

5.9 

95 

48 


F 

2.0i hatch 

$22,990* 

F4 

2.0 

110 

196 

M6 

1345 

10.5 



7.1 

91 

59 

04/12 

A 

$36,040 

L4T 

1.8 132 

250 

S7 

1367 

7.1 

15.3 

6.1 

95 

47 

04/14 

F 

2.0i hatch 

$24,990* 

F4 

2.0 

110 

196 

C 

1385 

11.1 

- 

6.8 

91 

58 

04/12 

A 

$35,490 

L4TD 

2.0 110 

320 

S6 

1397 

8.6 



4.9 

D 

48 


F 

2. Oi sedan 

$22,990* 

F4 

2.0 

110 

196 

M6 

1345 

10.5 

T 

7.1 

91 

56 

04/12 

A 

$36,840 

L4TD 

2.0 110 

320 

S6 

1435 

8.7 

^ 

4.9 

D 

47 


F 

2. Oi sedan 

$24,990* 

F4 

2.0 

110 

196 

C 

1385 

11.1 

T 

6.8 

91 

55 

08/12 

A 

$36,490 

L4T 

2.0 162 

’350 

M6 

1397 

6.8 



6.4 

98 

48 


F 

2. Oi Premium hatch 

$21,400 

F4 

2.0 

110 

196 

M6 

1335 

10.5 


7.1 

91 

62 

04/12 

A 

$38,790 

L4T 

2.0 162 

350 

$6 

1417 

6.9 



6.6 

98 

48 


F 

2. Oi Premium hatch 

$23,400 

F4 

2.0 

110 

196 

C 

1375 

11.1 

_ 

6.8 

91 

62 

04/12 

A 

$37,840 

L4T 

2.0 162 

350 

M6 

1438 

8.7 



6.4 

98 

49 

10/14 

F 

2. Oi Premium sedan 

$21,400 

F4 

2.0 

110 

196 

M6 

1335 

10.5 

- 

7.1 

91' 

62 

04/12 

A 

$40,140 

L4T 

2.0 162 

350 

S6 

1458 

7.1 

- 

6.6 

98 

49 


F 

2.0i Premium sedan 

$23,400 

F4 

2.0 

110 

196 

C 

1375 

11.1 


6.8 

91 

61 

04/12 

A 

$39,790 

L4TD 

2.0 135 

380 

S6 

1462 

8.2 

- 

5.2 

D 

48 


F 

2.0i-S hatch 

$27,400 

F4 

2.0 

110' 

196 

'c 

1385 

11.1 

- 

6.8 

91 

62 

04/12 

A 

$41,140 

L4TD 

2.0 135 

380 

S6 

1503 

8.3 

- 

5.3 

D 

49 


F 

2.0i-S sedan 

$27,400 

F4 

2.0 

110 

196 

C 

1385 

11.1 


6.8 

91 

62 

04/12 

A 


Bob-a-job week, daily 



21 Jacked-up Octavia is a fine compact SUV alternative 
fT \S1 Not as slick or refined as its Golf Mk7 and A3 sisters. 

; grunty oiler; roomy interior 
though the Scout has a definite USP 


The Pick: Unless you travel big distances, or want a manual box, the 1.8 turbo 

-petrol DSG 

110 TDI 

$32,990 L4TD 

2.0 

110 

340 

M6 

1561 9.1 

■ 

5.3 

’d 


A 

132 TSI 

$38,590 L4T 

1.8 

132 

280 

S6 

1557 7.8 


7.1 

95 


A 

135 TDI 

$41,390 L4TD 

2.0 

135 

380 

S6 

1594 7.8 

^ 

5.3 

D 


A 


. The name almost fits 


0 The most rear legroom this side of a Caprice; tech-savvy drivetrains; classy interior 
(SQ Badge snobs will scoff; ride should be plusher for this category of car; homely sedar 
The Pick: V6 is a hard-charger, but TSI and TDI are the smart Falcadore alternatives 

1 

Ambition 118TSI $38,990 

L4T 

1.8 

118 

250 

S7 

1561 

, 8.5 

- 

7.3 

95 

51 

02/10 

. F 

Ambition 103TDI $38,990 

L4TD 

2.0 

103 

320 

S6 

1602 

10.2 

- 

6.1 

D 

51 


F 

Ambition 103TDI 4x4 $41,990 

L4TD 

2.0 

103" 

320 

S6 

1678 

10.7 

- 

6.4 

D 

51 


’ A 

Ambition TSI wagon $40,990 

L4T 

1.8 

118 

250 

S7 

1583 

8.6 

- 

7.5 

95 

51 

09/10 

F 

Ambition 103TDI wgn$40,990 

'L4TD 

2.0 

103' 

320 

'S6 

1624 

10.3" 

- 

6.2 

D 

51 


F 

Ambition TDI 4x4 wg $43,990 

L4TD 

2.0 

103 

320 

S6 

1700 

10.8 

- 

6.5 

D 

51 


A 

Elegance 118TSI $45,490 

L4T 

1.8 

118 

250 

S7 

1561 

8.6 

16.3 

7.3 

95 

52 

07/11 

F 

Elegance 103TDI 4x4 $48,490 

L4TD 

2.0 

103’ 

320" 

S6 

1678"^ 

10.7 

- 

6.4 

D 

52 


A 

Elegance 125TDI $48,490 

L4TD 

2.0 

125 

350 

S6 

1605 

8.8 

- 

6.3 

D 

52 


F 

Elegance 191FSI $56,490 

V6 

3.6 

191 

350 

S6 

1755 

6.5 

- 

10.3 

95 

51 

08/09 

A 

Elegance TSI wagon $47,490 

L4T 

1.8 

118 

250 

S7 

1583 

8.6 

- 

7.5 

95 

52 

12/10 

F 

Elegance TDI 4x4 wg $50,490 

L4TD 

2.0 

103 

320 

S6 

1700 

10.8 

- 

6.5 

D 

52 


A ' 

Elegance 125TDI wgn$50,490 

L4TD 

2.0 

125 

350 

S6 

1627 

8.9 

- 

6.6 

D 



F 

Elegance191FSI wgn $58,490 

V6 

3.6 

191 

350 

S6 ' 

1777 

6 .6" 

- 

10.4 

95 

. 

' 51 " 


A 

Outdoor 125 TDI $52,690 

L4TD 

2.0 

125 

350 

S6 


8.8 


5.9 

D 



A 



Smart 


3yr/unlimited 

www.smartaustralia.com.au 


There's only two . t 

E3 Bigger, with gains in safety, comfort and space; extra herbs from 1.0-litre three pots 
[S Not a lot of metal for the money; harsh ride; frustrating sequential gearbox 
The Pick: There’s a place in the world for this sort of car, but not at this price 


1.0 5y_ 92 
' 1.0 52 92 


^5 825 113 - 

S5 ' 855 13.3 - 


4.4 95 ^ 02/09 R 

4.4 95 52 R 


Ssangyong 


3yr/100,000km 

www.ssangyong.com.au 


s 

SX AWD 




It actually stands for 'Korea can do' 

21 Equipment for the asking price; inoffensive looks; decent fuel economy 
[S) Sloppy steering; laggy diesel; anaemic petrol; third-world image 
The Pick: Base S is priced too close to other A-grade medium SUVs for us to recommend it 

$25,990 L4 2.0 110 197 A6 1599 - - 7.9 91 55 F 


$27,990 L4TD 2.0 

129 360 

A6 1747 - 

7.5 D 

55 

A 

Frankenstein with lipstick 



Cheap road to seven seats; standard equipment list from a much higher price bracket 

IS] A generational leap forward, yet the rear end still looks like unfinished business 

The Pick: A vasectomy. 

Or a second 

-hand Honda Odyssey. If you must, the base S 

$29,990 L4TD 2.0 

114 360 

M6 1968 - 

7.6 D 


R 

$31,990 L4TD 2.0 

114 360 

A5 1992 - 

7.8 D 


R 

$36,990 L4TD 2.0 

114 360 

A5 1992 - 

7.8 D 


R 



■ A rough-and-ready 4x4 


m Switchable 4WD with high- and low-range and a 2.6-tonne braked towing capacity 
[SI Separate-chassis structure adds weight and kills agility; it's outdated and ungainly 
The Pick: A second-hand Toyota 4WD of some description. Or even a Pajero... 

$39,990 L4TD 2.0 115 360 A5 1985 - - 7.8 D A 



XV gets jack of Impreza 

m Cool colours, black alloys and extra ground clearance; more fun than an Impreza 
US Miniscule boot; non-switchable ESC kills the fun factor on dirt; deserves Forester’s 2.5 
The Pick: Rivals Qashqai, ASX and S-Cross. We’d go Qashqai, though the XV has its appeal 


2.0i 

2.0i 

$26,490 

F4 

2.0 110 

196 

M6 

1390 

10.5 - 

7.3 

91 

58 


A 

$28,990 

F4 

2.0 110" 

196 

C 

1420 

10.7 - 

7.5 

91 

58 


A 

2.0i-L 

$29,990 

F4 

2.0 110 

196 

M6 

1405 

10.5 - 

7.3 

91 

58 


A 

2.0i-L 

$32,490 

F4 

2.0 110 

196 

C 

1435 

10.7 - 

7.5 

91 

58 


A 

2.0i-S 

$32,490 

F4 

2.0 110 ■ 

196 

M6 

1415 

10.5 - 

7.3 

91 

58 


A 

2.0i-S 

$34,990 

F4 

2.0 110 

196 

C 

1445 

10.7 - 

7.5 

91 

57 

03/12 

A 



New-generation icon 
Rex and STi finally get the chassis fluidity they deserve, and good cabins, for a top price 
(S WRX lacks STi's better-quality seats and its 17-inch alloys look tiny; unyielding ride 
The Pick: Despite WRX's all-new engine, the sharply focused STi is worth the extra coin 

$38,990 F4T 2.0 197~350 M6 1469 6.0 - 9.2 95 66 A 



$40,990 F4T 2.0 197 350 C 1527 6.3 - 

$43,990 F4T 2.0 197_350 M6 1504 6.0 - 

$45,990 F4T 2.0 197 350 C 1562 6.3 - 


8.6 95 66 08/14 A 

9.2 95 65 05/14 A 

8.6 95 65 A 


$49,990 F4T 2.5 221 407 M6 1525 4.9 - 10.4 98 65 A 

$54,990 F4T 2.5 221 407 M6 1537 5.3 13.6 10.4 98 65 09/14 A 

Ugly no longer 

m Massive price cuts and a big lift in style; classy interior; smooth refinement; AWD grip 
ISiNumb steering; unsettled ride; no manuals or GTs; 2.51 doesn't sound like aflat four 
The Pick: Not the driver's car it once was, but if you can stretch to it, the 3.6R 


2.5i 

2.5i Premium 
3.6R Premium 


$29,990 F4 


2.5 129 235 C 1542 9.6 


7.3 91 55 03/15 A 


$35,490 F4 


2.5 129 235 C 1568 9.6 - 7.3 91 55 



2.5i 

2.5i Premium 

2.0D 

2.0D 

2.0D Premium 
2.0D Premium 
3.6R Premium 


$41,990 

F6 

3.6 191 350 

C 

1645 7.3 15.3 

9.9 

91 

55 02/15 

A 


Classy SUV alternative 





1 0 Better-riding than Liberty; neat styling; extensive equipment; impressive CVT tranny 

1 Q] No petrol manuals; weirdly weighted steering; flat six is so smooth it lacks character 

The Pick: Arguably better than its Liberty stablemate in all drivetrain variations 

$35,990 

F4 

2.5 

129 235 

C 

1597 10.2 - 

7.3 

91 

59 03/15 

A 

$41,490 

F4 

2.5 

129 '235 

C 

1628 10.2 - 

7.3 

91 

59 

A 

$35,490 

F4TD 

2.0 

110 350 

M6 

1630 9.7 

5.7 

D 

61 

A 

$37,490 

F4TD 

2.0 

110 350 

C 

1684 9.9 - 

6.3 

D 

61 

A 

$41,490 

F4TD 

2.0 

110 350 

M6 

1668 9.7 - 

5.7 

D 

61 

A 

$43,490 

F4TD 

2.0 

110 350 

C 

1723 9.9 17.0 

6.3 

D 

60 07/15 ' 

A 

$47,990 

F6 

3.6 

191 ’350 

C ” 

1702 7.6 - 

9.9 

95 

59 ' 02/15 

A " 



2.0i-L 


viow 

TO'. 


Brilliantly engineered by Subaru 
0 Superb steering, balance; engine above 4500rpm; driveaway pricing; free servicing 
(SI Sounds like a Forester at low revs; not as rapid as a WRX; same wheels as the Toyota 
• The Pick: Same as Toyota 86, but slightly less oversteery. Your choice 

$37,150 F4 2.0 147 205 M6 1256 ' 7.6 - 7.8 98 55 09/12 R 

$39,730 F4 2.0 147 205 A6 1286 8.2 7.1 98 55 R 

Subtly satisfying 

m Spacious cabin; fluid handling; impressive ride and refinement; XT's impressive pace 
IS Engines don't really sound like flat fours any more; full-size spare robs boot space 
The Pick: Alongside BRZ and terrific new WRX, it’s the best Subaru on sale 

$29,990 F4 2.0 110 198 M6 1489 10.6 - 7.2 90 61” A 


Calculate your car’s CO2 output 

Take ADR fuel economy and multiply it 
by the relevant factor below to give 
grams of CO 2 per km. 

Petrol: 23.8 Diesel: 26.5 LPG: 16.1 

For example, if a car does 8.4L/100km 
and runs on petrol, CO 2 produced is: 

8.4 X 23.8 = 199.9g/km 

See, it’s easy when you know how... 


1 54 i wheelsmag.com.au 























Showroom 




Eng 

Eng 



Kerb 

0-100 

0-400 

Fuel 


Resale 

issue 



Price 

type 

size Power 

Torgue 

Trans. 

weight 

km/h 

metres 

cons. 

RON 

% 

tested 

Drive 

2.5i-L 

$32,990 

>4 

2.5 126 

235 

c 

1519 

10.1 

17.2 

8.1 

90 

"61“ 

08/14 

"a 

2.5i-S 

$39,490 

F4 

2.5 126 

235 

c 

1555 

9.9 

- 

8.1 

90 

61 


A 

2.0D-L 

$33,490 

F4TD 

2.0108' 

350 

M6 

1578 

10 .2“ 

- 

5.9 

D " 

62" 

0 ^" 

' A 

2.0D-L 

$35,490 

F4TD 

2.0 108 

350 

C 

1633 

- 

- 

‘6.3 

D 

62 


A 

2.0D-S 

$39,490 

F4TD 

2.0 108 

350 

'm6' 

1612 ' 

10.2 

- 

5.9 

D 

' 62' 


'a 

2.0D-S 

$41,490 

F4TD 

2.0 108 

350 

C 

1667 

- 

- 

6.4 

D 

62 


A 

XT 

$40,990 

F4T 

2.0 177 

350 

C 

1631 

7.5 

- 

8.1 

95 

61 


A 

XT Premium 

$47,990 

F4T 

2.0 Ml 

350 

C 

1649 

7.5 

- 

8.1 

95 

61 


A 



Suzuki 


3yr/100,000km 

www.suzuki.com.au 


Cheap seats ain't so bad 



Drive-away pricing; rear seatbelt reminders; peppy three-pot; decent ride and handling 
[SI Looks geeky; ridiculous name; steering a bit vague; CVT slippage at full throttle 

The Pick: Sweet manual gearbox makes Suzuki's toaster-on-wheels better than it looks 

$12,990* 

L3 

1.0 50 90 

M5 

830 

12.9 18.6 

4.7 

91 


06/15 

F 

$13,990* 

L3 

1.0 50 90 

C 

860 

13.5 - 

4.8 

91 


05/15 

F 

\ Swift 

n 

Quiet achiever 





L—I 

B 

^ Impressively refined and dynamic; seven airbags; Sport is a decebt budget warm-hatch 
Sport is too expensive compared to a Fiesta ST; 1.4 is less powerful than old Swift’s 1.5 
The Pick: Mid-range GL is great value; Sport is a much better steer than Veloster or Koup 

$15,990 

L4 

1.4 70 130 

M5 

1005 

- 

5.5 

91 

63 

01/12 

F 

$17,990 

L4 

1.4 70 130 

A4 

1025 

11.5 18.3 

6.2 

91 

62 

03/15 

F 

$17,490 

'L4 

1.4 70 130 

M5 

1005 

9.8 16.9 

5.5 

91 

62 

11/11 

F 

$19,490 

L4 

1.4 70 130 

A4 

1025 

- 

6.2 

91 

61 

F 

$19,990 

L4' 

1.4 70 130 

M5 

1025 

- ' - 

5.5 

91 

63 

05/11 

F 

$21,990 

L4 

1.4 70 130 

A4 

1045 

- 

6.2 

91 

62 

01/12 

F 

$24,490 

L4 

1.6 100 160 

M6 

1060 

_ 8.6 16.3 

6.5 

95 

63 

11/13 

F 

$26,490 

L4 

1.6 100 160 

C 

1075 


6.1 

95 

63 ‘ 

F 


Crosses over to modernity 


i 0 Neatly straddles two small-SUV classes in size but not price; 110kg lighter than old SX4 

I SI Only adequate power; too much like a Swift inside; top model expensive for this class 

The Pick: GL manual dangerously close to a base Golf so possibly a GLX AWD. If we had to 

$22,990 

L4 

1.6 

86 

156 

M5 

1085 

- 

5.8 

91 

62 

F 

$25,490 

L4 

1.6 

86 

156 

C 

1125 

- 

5.8 

91 

62 

F 

$25,490 

L4 

1.6 

86 

156 

C 

1125 

- 

5.8 

91 

62 

F 

$29,990 

L4 

1.6 

86 

156 

C 

1125 

10.5 17.6 

5.8 

91 

61 05/15 

F 

$32,990 

L4 

1.6 

86 

156 

C 

1190 

- 

6.2 

91 

61 

A 

$34,990 

L4 

1.6 

86 

156 

C 

1190 

- 

6.2 

91 

61 

A 


Winning mid-sized Swift sibling 
iS Cool name; well-equipped; (mostly) quality materials; (mostly) good handling 
ESlTight rear leg- and headroom; CVT lacks the fizz of the manual; deserves more grunt 
The Pick: Kizashi over a Korean if you want a value-packed medium sedan 


Sport Touring 

$28,990 

L4 

2.4 

131 

230 

M6 

1445 - 

7.9 

91 

57 

F 

Sport Touring 

$31,490 

L4 

2.4 

131 

230 

C 

1485 - 

7.9 

91 

55 

F 

Sport Prestige 

$37,990 

L4 

2.4 

131 

230 

C 

1530 - 

7.9 

91 

56 

F 

Sport AWD 

$39,990 

l4 

' 2.4 

'l31 

230 

C 

1600 - 

8.4' 

91 

57 

"■ a“' 



S3 Surprisingly capable off-road; proven mechanicals; cheapest way to go bush bashing 

El Bouncy ride and poor handling; unrefined; gutless engine means you'll be revving it 

The Pick: With a pair of live axles, it's a true 4WD, but if that's your thing, see below... 


$20,990 

L4 

1.3 63 110 

M5 1060 - 

7.1 

91 

61 

A 


$22,990 

L4 

1.3 63 110 

A4 1075 - 

7.4 

91 

60 

A 



1 As refined as an outback pub 





0 The only ’soft-roader’ with real off-road ability; five-door’s decent room and handlini 
IS] Diesel snatchy and slow; petrol coarse and almost as lethargic; poor refinement and 

3 

ride 


The Pick: If you spend most of your time on bitumen, there are more 

refined alternatives 

3dr 

$24,990 

L4 

2.4 122 225 

M5 1489 - 

8.8 

91 

58 

A 

3dr 

$26,990 

L4 

2.4 122 225 

A4 1509 - 

■ 9.6 ■ 

91 

57 

' A ■ 

Urban 5dr 

$26,490 

L4 

2.4 122 225 

M5 1605 - 

8.9 

91 

60 

A 

U'ban Navigator 5dr 

$28,490 

L4 

2.4 122 '225 

A4 1628 - 

9.9 

91 

60 

A 

Luxury 5dr 

$29,490 

‘L4 

2.4' 122 225 

A4 1628 - 

9.9 ‘ 

91 ‘ 

60 

A 

Sport 5dr 

$30,990 

L4 

2.4 122 225 

M5 1605 - 

8 . 9 " 

91 

60 

A 

Sport 5dr 

$32,990 

L4 

2.4 122 225 

A4 1625 11.4 18.1 

9.9 

91 

60 06/12 

A 

Diesel 5dr 

$33,990 

L4TD 

1.9 95 300 

M5 1612 13.6 19.2 

7.6 

D 

58 09/08 

A 

Prestige 

$38,990 

L4 

2.4 122 225 

A4 1640 - 

9.9 

91 

60 

A 



Tesla 


4yr/80, 000km 
www.teslamotors.com/en_AU 


Space-age electric celebrity 

m Multiple global 'Car of the Year' awards; incredible mega-tablet centre stack; modernity 
[SI Charging time; are ultra-conservative luxo buyers ready for a progressive car like this? 
The Pick: As a triumphant single-finger salute to the Europeans, any Model S you choose 

$116,358 E_ - 245 550 Ay - 5^ - 0 n/a “ 

$128,481 E - 270 440 A1 - 5.6 - ' ' 0 n/a R 


i P85D 

$134,687 E 

- 315 

o^ 

0 

A1 

■ 4 . 6 " 

- 'o 

n/a 

*a' 

1 P85D 

$169,787 E 

- 515 

930 

A1 ' 

2239 3.3 

0 

n/a 

A 


Toyota 


3yr/100,000km 

www.toyota.com.au 


1 



Price 

type 

Eng 

size 

Power Torque Trans. 

Kerb 

weight 

0-100 

km/h 

0-400 Fuei 
metres cons. 

RON 

Resale Issue 
% tested 

Drive 


1 Yaris 

1 “ 

X-factor on face value 






Updated Yaris gains striking new face, refinement improvements and fresh multimedia 

HO Ancient drivetrains; below-average fuel economy; flawed driving position 


The Pick: Hatch now 5dr only and best as 

a manual. Avoid the decade-old Yaris sedan 


Ascent 

$14,990 

L4 

1.3 

63 121 

M5 

1025 

- 

5.7 

91 

64 

F 

Ascent 

$16,490 

L4 

1.3 

63 121 

A4 

1035 

13.7 

19.3 6.3 

91 

63 03/15 

F 

SX 

$16,990 

L4 

1.5 

80 141 

M5' 

1045 

- 

5.8 

91 

63 

F 

SX 

$18,490 

L4 

1.5 

80 141 

A4 

1055 

- 

6.3 

91 

62 

F 

ZR 

$" 21,490 

L4 

1.5 

80 141 

A4 

1055 

- 

6.3 

91 

62 ' 

F 

YRS sedan 

$17,490 

L4 

1.5 

80 141 

M5 

1030 

- 

6.1 

91 

60 

F 

YRS sedan 

$18,990 

L4 

1.5 

80 141 

A4 

1045 

- 

6.7 

91 

60 

F 

YRX sedan 

$20,990 

L4 

1.5 

80 141 

A4 

1045 

10.6 

6.7 

91 

60 

F 



Hybrid Yaris by another name 
0 Diesel-beating fuel efficiency in a sub-$25K light hatch package 
IE9 Dull dynamics true to Prius tradition; budget plastics; C-grade in more than just name 
The Pick: A Polo 81TSI and Mazda 2 Genki are miles better, unless you’re eco-obsessed 


$22,990 L4H 1.5 74 169 C 1120 


3.9 91 59 


Ascent hatch 
Ascent hatch 
Ascent Sport hatch 
Ascent Sport hatch 
Ascent sedan 
Ascent sedan 
RZ hatch 
RZ hatch 
Levin SX hatch 
Levin SX hatch 
SX sedan 
SX sedan 
Levin ZR hatch 
Levin ZR hatch 
ZR sedan 


$25,990 

L4H 

1.5 74 169 

C 

1140 - 

3.9 

91 

59 


F 

f Corolla 

1 

Finally, a Corolla we don't hate 





1 Roomy and well-built; strong body; decent dynamics; attractive front end; reliability 
j Heavier and slower than the previous model ; fiddly multi-media system ; snoozy sedan 
« The Pick: Ascent Sport manual, but both Mazda 3 and Golf are more polished small cars 

$19,490 

L4 

1.8 103 173 

M6 

1255 9.7 - 

7.1 

91 

68 


F 

$21,490 

'L4 

1.8 103 173 

C 

1275 10.0 - 

6.6 

^ 91 

68 


F 

$20,490 

L4 

1.8 103 173 

M6 

1270 9.7 - 

7.1 

91 

66 

' 06/13 

F 

$22,490 

L4 

1.8 103 173 

C 

1275 10.0 - 

6.6 

91 

65 


F 

$20,740 

L4 

1.8 103 "173 

M6 

1250 - ' - 

7.0 

91 

64 

04/14 

F 

$22,990 

L4 

" 1.8 ' 103 " 173 

'c 

1280 - ' - 

6.6 ' 

' 91 

'62* 


F 

$22,990 

L4 

1.8 103 173 

M6 

1270 - 

7.1 

91 

66 


X 

$24,540 

L4 

1.8 103 " 173 

' C 

1280 - ’ - 

6.6 

91 

66 


F 

$23,490 

L4 

1.8 103 173 

"'M6 

1275 "' 9.7 ' 

7.1 

' 91 

' 67 


F 

$25,490 

L4 

1.8 103 173 

C 

1310 10.0 - 

6.6 

91 

67 


F 

$22,990 

' L4 

1.8 '103 173 

M6 

' 1255 - 

7.0 

91 

65 


F 

$25,240 

L4 

1.8 103 173 

C 

1285 - 

6.6 

91 

65 


F 

$27,990 

L4 

1.8 103 173 

M6 

1275 9.7 16.9 

7.1 

91 

67 


F 

$29,990 

L4 

1.8 '103 *173 

'c 

' 1310' 10 . 0 ’ - 

6.6 

91 

67 


F 

$30,990 

L4 

' 1.8 103 173 

C 

1295 - 

6.6 

91 

65 


'f 



TESLA S model range has had a 
major overhaul already. The arrival 
of new dual-motor models (denoted 
by a D) brings all-wheel-drive 
traction. Entry to the EV range is 
the 70D, while the flagship model is 
the P85D with a stonking 


515kW and a O-lOOkm/h claim of 
3.3 seconds. Each share the same 
electric motors (one up front, the 
other in the rear), but the P85D can 
deliver more thump from its floor- 
mounted batteries. Sandwiched in 
between them are the 85 and 85D. 
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Is it really hip to be square? 


Buildl 
Build 2 
Builds 


0 Funky dash layout and ’unique’ exterior styling ; decent space and practicality 

CS) Does Gen Y really want a box on wheels? Drivetrain is unimpressive; average dynamics 
The Pick: Better to drive than a Kia Soul, but vastly inferior to a Skoda Yeti 

$26,990 

L4 2.4 

125 

224 

A4 

1390 

- 

8.8 

91 

55 


F 

$29,490 

L4 2.4 

125 

224 

A4 

1420 

- 

8.8 

91 

56 


F 

$32,490 

L4 2.4 

125 

224 

A4 

1430 

- 

8.8 

91 

56 

08/10 

F 



New metal, sharp pricing 
Space and value; sweet hybrid drivetrain blends grunt and economy; SX's handling 
Dull petrol four; six-speed auto not particularly intuitive; low-speed ride issues 
The Pick: SX looks decent and handles well, but an Atara S Hybrid makes the most sense 


Altise 
Altise 
Atara S 
Atara S 
Atara SX 
Atara SL 
Atara SL 


$26,490 L4 2.5 133 231 A6 1460 - 


7.8 91 58 


$30,490 

L4H 

2.5 151 

270 

G 

1575 

7.9 

15.7 

5.2 

91 

58 

07/15 

F 

$29,490 

L4 

2.5 135 

235 

A6 

1460 

- 

- 

7.8 

91 

58 


F 

$32,490 

L4H 

2.5 151 

270 

C 

1575 

- 

- 

5.2 

91 

59 


F 

$31,990 

L4 

2.5 135 

235 

A6 

1460 

8.8 

16.4 

7.8 

91 

58 

07/15 

F ' 

$37,440 

L4 

2.5 135 

235 

A6 

1460 

- 

- 

7.8 

91 

55 


F 

1 $40,440 j 

L4H 

^ 2.5 151 

270 

G 

1575 

- 

- 

5.2 

91 

56 


F 



Prius hatch 


Clever, spacious, frugal 
Prius III is even more frugal, and it no longer falls over itself in corners 
DS) Still completely emotionless and artificial to drive; arcade-game steering; poor resale 
The Pick: It’ll halve your fuel bills over a petrol-only Camry, but i-Tech is overpriced 



$33,490 

'L4H 

1.8 

100 142 

G 

1365 

10.4 - 

3.9 

95 

47 

02/10 F 

$43,990 

L4H 

1.8 

100 142 

C 

1425 

10.4 - 

3.9 

95 

48 

02/10 F 


Avensis Verso painted green 

f71 Voracious breeders will love the wallet-saving hybrid tech, and the extra seats 
CSl Being part of the Prius family means forfeiting driver enjoyment; zero boot with seats up 
The Pick: Be financially frugal and stick wih the base 


$34,490 

L4H 

1.8 

100 

142 

C 

1565 

- 

4.4 

95 

53 07/12 

F 

$44,490 

L4H 

1.8 

100 

142 

C 

1565 - 

- 

4.4 

95 

51 

F 



Still a Camry with extra pots 



1 B Lovely 3.5-litre V6 delivers superb performance; AT-X offers good ride and handling 
[ [KiRide quality of Prodigy, Presara and Sportivo; average steering; power-down issues 

The Pick: Small wheels of base AT-X work best with the suspension tune 

$36,490 

V6 

3.5 

200 

336 

A6 

1525 6.1 

14.2 

9.3 

91 

47 08/12 

F 

$41,490 

V6 

3.5 

200 

336 

A6 

1550 - 

- 

9.3 

91 

46 06/12 

F 

$40,990 

V6 

3.5 

200 

336 

A6 

1555 - 

- 

9.3 

^ 91 

46 06/12 

F 

$47,990 

V6 

3.5 

200 

336 

A6 

1555 - 

- 

9.3 

91 

47 06/12 

F 

$49,990 

V6 

3.5 

200 

336 

A6 

1550 - 

- 

9.3 

91 

47 06/12 

F 


Superb, and not just for a Toyota 


i B ’Hachi-roku’ is Japanese for brilliant rear-drive balance, driving purity and value 
\ SI Prius-derived tyres make it skatey in the wet; some awkward styling details 
^ The Pick: The GT is unbelievably good value. As in, we didn’t believe it’d cost just $30l< 


$29,990 

F4 

2.0 

147 

205 

M6 

1257 7.0 ■ 15.0 

7.8 95 

58 

08/12 

R 

$32,490 

F4 

2.0 

147 

205 

A6 

8.2 - 

7.1 95 

58 


R 

$35,990 

F4 

2.0 

147 

205 

M6 

1275 ' 7.6 - 

7.8 95 

58 ■ 

11/13 

R 

$38,490 

F4 

2.0 

147 

205 

A6 

8.2 - 

7.1 95 

58 

10/12 

R 


The legendary family bus 



2 B This is the people mover of people movers with a refined and updated interior 

1 £] Won't do much for your sex appeal; lacks the innovation of the 1990s 'egg' Tarago 

The Pick: If you can stretch the budget, get the GLi V6 and gain good sprog hauling torque 

$46,990 

L4 

2.4 125 224 

C 

1795 - 

8.9 

91 

59 

F 

$49,490 

L4 

2.4 125 224 

_G 

1795 - 

8.9 

91 

59 

_F 

$51,990 

V6 

3.5 202 340 

A6 

1870 - 

10.2 

95 

59 

F 

$57,490 

V6 

3.5 202 340 

A6 

1870 - 

10.3 

95 

59 

F 

$67,990 

V6 

3.5 202 340 

A6 

1930 - 

10.3 

95 

60 

F 

|RAV4 

■ r 

Is bigger really better? 





a B Lots of room; decent versatility; capable performance; should be reliable 
j ES] Bulky dashboard an ergonomic malaise; engine needs revs; not very good off-road 

The Pick: A CX-5, X-Trail, Kuga or Forester, though the roomy RAV4 has its appeal 

$27,490 

L4 

2.0 107 187 

M6 

1485 - 

7.7 

91 

61 

F 

$29,990 

L4 

2.0 107 187 

G 

1520 - 

7.4 

91 

61 

F 

$31,490 

L4 

2.0 107 187 

M6 

1510 - 

7.7 

91 

61 

F 

$33,990 

L4 

2.0 107 187 


1540 - 

'7.4 

91 

61 

F 

$32,990 

L4 

2.5 132 233 

A6 

1605 - 

8.5 

91 

61 

A 

$33,990 

L4TD 

2.2 110 '340 

M6' 

1630' - 

5.6 

D 

61 

a' 

$36,490 

L4TD 

2.2 110 340 

A6 

1640 - 

6.5 

D 

61 

A 

$36,990 

L4 

2.5 132 233 

A6 

1605 9.9 17.1 

8.5 

91 

61 08/14 

A ' 

$37,990 

L4TD 

2.2 110 340 

M6 

1660 - 

5.6 

D 

61 06/13 

A 

$40,490 

L4TD 

2.2 110 340 

A6 

1660 - 

6.5 

D 

61 

A 

$42,990 

L4 

2.5 132 233 

M6 

1605 - 

8.6 

91 

61 

A 

$45,490 

L4 

2.5 132 233 

A6 

1605 - 

8.5 

91 

61 

A 

$48,490 

L4TD 

2.2 110 '340 

A6 

1660 - 

6.5 

D 

^ 61 

A 


Tougher looks, better manners 


1 B Practical and roomy; quieter and more dynamically polished; strong engine; nice price 

1 SI Lack of a diesel narrows its appeal; average cabin plastics; no longer made in Japan 

The Pick: GX front-drive, with its standard seven seats and Australian suspension tune 

$40,990 

V6 

3.5 

201 

337 

A6 1935 8.3 


10.2 

91 

66 

F 

$44,990 

V6 

3.5 

201 

337 

A6 2005 8.7 


10.6 

91 

66 

A 

$49,990 

V6 

3.5 

201 

337 

A6 1950 8.3 


10.2 

91 

66 

F 

$53,990 

V6 

3.5 

201 

337 

A6 2020 8.7 


10.6 

91 

66 

A 



Price 

Eng 

type 

Eng 

size Power Torgue 

Trans. 

Kerb 0-100 

weight km/h 

0-400 

Fuel 

RON 

Resale 

% 

Issue 

tested 

Drive 

Grande 

$63,990 

V6 

3.5 201 337 

A6 

1990 ■ 8.3 


10.4 

91 

66 


F 

Grande 

$67,990 

V6 

3.5 201 337 

A6 

2060 8.7 


10.6 

91 

65 


A 


1 Prado 

Seven-seater 4WD with real off-road ability 


B Grunty petrol V6; clever off-road tech in Kakadu; massive 150-litre fuel tank 

IS Separate chassis and live rear axle hobbles handling ; swing-out tailgate; old diesel 



The Pick: A Land Rover Discovery 4 smashes Prado for class, interior space and driveability 

GX 

$51,990 

L4TD 

3.0 127 410 

M6 

2195 - 

- 

8.8 

D 

67 


A 

GX 

$54,490 

L4TD 

3.0 127 410 

A5 

2245 - 

- 

8.8 

D 

67 


A 

GXL 

$58,490 

L4TD 

3.0 127 410 

M6 

2290 - 

- 

8.5 

D 

67 


A 

GXL 

$60,990 

L4TD 

3.0 127 410 

A5 

2340 - 

- 

8.8 

D 

67 


A 

GXL 

$59,990 

V6 

4.0 202 381 

A5 

2240 - 

- 

13.0 

91 

67 

02/11 

A 

VX 

$72,990 

V6 

4.0 202 381 

A5 

2250' - 

- 

'l3.0 

91 

68 


A 

VX 

$73,990 

L4TD 

3.0 127 410 

A5 

2375 - 

- 

8.8 

D 

68 

02/1^ 

A 

Kakadu 

$83,490 

'V6 

4.0 '202' 381 

A5' 

2340' - 

- 

13.0‘ 

91 

69 


A 

Kakadu 

$84,490 

L4TD 

3.0 127 410 

A5 

2420 - 

- 

8.8 

D 

69 

10/10 

A 


1 FJ Cruis 


More credible than a Hummer 







FTT Proper off-road ability combined with retro, butch styling and toey V6; 150-litre fuel tank 
ISI Prado-based chassis not at all dynamic; 4.0-litre engine can get thirsty 
The Pick: Only one option, and it’s one of a handful of short wheelbase SUVs still on sale 

$46,990 V6 4.0 200 380 A5 2000 - ^ 11.4 91 68 09/11 


Landcruiser 


I King of the outback ... not the suburbs 


J B Wonderful cruise comfort and exceptional refinement; go-anywhere ruggedness 

1 CSj It’s a tank; cabin entry/egress difficult; brakes easily waterlogged; lumbering dynamics 
^ The Pick: Outstanding diesel V8; go for the VX with the tricky KDSS suspension 

$73,990 

V8TTD 4.5 

195 650 

A6 2635 - 

10.3 

D 

68 

A 

$80,990 

V8 4.6 

227' 439 

A6 2585 - 

- "l3.6 ' 

91 

66 

A 

$83,990 

V8TTD 4.5 

195 650 

A6 2630 - 

10.3 

D 

67 

A 

$90,990 

V8 4.6 

227 439 

A6 2640 - 

13.6 

91 

69 

A 

$93,990 

V8TTD 4.5 

195 650 

A6 2705 - 

10.3 

D 

69 

A 

$110,990 

V8 4.6 

227439 

A6'2640 - 

13.6 

91 

69 

A 

$113,990 

V8TTD 4.5 

195 650 

A6 2705 - 

10.3 

D 

69 

A 


__ 3yr/unlimited 
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2010 Wheels Car of the Year 


66TSI Trendline 

B Just-updated Polo still a good thing; slick 81 kW 1.2 turbo; deceptively rapid GTI 
dQ Class-leading active safety kit is optional; rivals have closed in on Polo's quality lead 

The Pick: 81TSI is a standout; optioning 17s/sports suspension creates a sub-GTI 

$16,290 

L4T 

1.2 

66 

160 

M5 

10^32 10l8 

4.7 

95 


F 

66TSI Trendline 

$18,790 

L4T 

1.2 

66 

160 

S7 

1064 11.3 

18.0 4.7 

95 


03/15 F 

81TSI Gomfortline 

$18,290 

L4T 

1.2 

81 

175 

M6 

1060 9.3 

4.8 

95 


F 

81TSI Gomfortline 

$20,790 

L4T 

1.2 

81 

175 

S7 

1088 9.3 

4.7 

95 


10/14 F 

GTI 

$27,490 

L4T 

T8 

141 

'320 

M6 

1234 6.7 

6l 

95 


F 

GTI 

$29,990 " 

“L4T 

1.8 ' 

141 

250 

S7 

1242 6.7 

5.7 

"95 


F 


Now a proper car 

ei Modern Beetle has a useable boot, a functional interior, and multi-link IRS 
[^A Golf is better and cheaper; rear seat space still compromised 
The Pick: A beautifully restored 1975 rack-and-pinion Superbug L, or a Karmann Ghia 


Coupe 

Coupe 

^J. 


90TSI 

90TSI 

90TSI Comfortline 

90TSI Comfortline 

103TSI Highline 

IIOTDIHighline 

GTI 

GTI 

GTI Performance 

R 

R 


$30,290 

'L4T 

1.4 "l18 '240 

M6 

1292 8.3 

6.8 

95 59 

F 

$32,790 

L4T 

1.4 118 ^240 

S7 

1299 8.3 

6.8 

95 ' "59 10/13 

' F 

iGolf 

tz 

Our 2013 Car of the Year 



B Golf Mk7 aces the competition; stunning interior and refinement; brilliant GTI 
ntllQ3TSI intrusive at high revs; all-wheel-drive R not as dynamic as GTI Performance 

The Pick: For now, the excellent 90TSI. Or the fabulous GTI in any specification 

$21,490 

L4T 

1.4 90 200 

M6 

1209 9.4 

16.6 5.7 

95 67 04/15 

F 

$23,990 

L4T 

1.4 90 200 

S7 

1233 8.7 

16.2 5.4 

95 67 12/13 

F 

$25,240 

L4T 

1.4 90 200 

M6 

1209 9.3 

5.7 

95 66 

F 

$27,740 

L4T 

1.4 90 200 

S7 

1233 9.3 

5.4 

95 66 

F 

$32,290 

L4T 

1.4 103 250 

S7 

1265 8.6 

16.4 5.2 

95 67 03/14 

F 

$34,790 

L4TD 

2.0 110 320 

S6 

1326 8.1 

15.9 4.9 

D 67 08/13 

F 

$41,990 

L4T 

2.0 162 350 

M6 

1313 6.5 

6.2 

98 64 

F 

$44,490 

L4T 

2.0 162 350 

S6 

1324 6.4 

14.5 6.6 

98 64 11/13 

F 

$48,490 

L4T 

2.0 169 350 

$6 

1364 6.4 

14.6 6.6 

98 05/14 

F 

$51,990 

L4T 

2.0 206 380 

M6 

1476 5.2 

7.1 

98 

A 

$54,490 

L4T 

'2.0'206'380 

S6 

1495 ' 5.0' 

13.2 6.9 

98 '05/14 

A 


90TSI 

90TSI Gomfortline 
103TSI Highline 
IIOTDIHighline 


118TSI 


[COTY winner pius cargo 
0 Stacks of space with all of Golf VM's polish and class; cheaper than outgoing Golf wagon 
IH No manual 'box; only TDI variant is pricey; Golf R wagon and 1.8T Alltrack not here yet 
The Pick: 90TSI wagon is great value and all the engine you really need 

$25,540 L4T 1.4 90 200 $7 1312 9.7 - 5.3 95 55 04/14 F 

$29,290 L4T 1.4 90 200 S7 1312 9.7 - 5.3 95 52 F 

$33,840 L4T 1.4 103 250 S7_ 1312 8.9 - 5.2 95 55 _F 

$36,340 L4TD 2.0 110 "320 S6 1326 8.9 - 4.7 D 54 F 

F'irmly-suspended soft-top 

0 Drives like a Golf, and costs little more than a 118TSI hatch with optional sunroof 
fRl Increased steering vibration over hatch ; exxy leather ($3K) and sat-nav ($3K) options 
The Pick: There's only one, or you could check out the Audi A3 Cabriolet 

$40ld90 'L4ST 1.4 T18 '240 'S7 1443 8.4 - 6.5 95 '58' 01/12 F 
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Showroom 


Lots of VW for the money 



Twincharger punch for $23K; huge boot; plenty of room; efficient engines; slick cabin 

1 ESI Bland styling; old-Golf platform and interior archiecture; people will think you play bowls 
The Pick: A base 118TSI over any Corolla, Lancer, Elantra, Cerato or Cruze sedan 


118TSI Trendline 

$22,790 

L4ST 

1.4 

118 

240 

M6 

1315 

8.3 

- 

6.5 

95 


01/12 

F 

118TSI Trendline 

$25,290 

L4ST 

1.4 

118 

240 

S7 

1335 

8.3 

- 

6.2 

95 


12/11 

F 

118TSI Comfortline 

$29,990 

L4$T 

1.4 

118 

240 

$7 

1335 

7.5 

15.1 

6.2 

95 


03/12 

F 

118TSI Highline 

$33,990 

L4ST 

1.4 

118 

240 

S7 

1335 

8.3 

- 

6.2 

95 



F 

103TDI Highline 

$36,490 

L4TD 

2.0 

103 

320 

S6 

1454 

9.5 

- 

5.5 

D 



F 

155TSI Highline Sport$39,990 

L4T 

2.0 

155 

280 

S6 

1446 

7.2 

- 

7.8 

95 



F 


At the top of its game 



^ V6 FSI now gets full R36-spec 220kW; eight airbags; strong resale; overall polish 
[^Facelift defines conservatism; dual-clutch gearbox occasionally stumbles around town 
The Pick: 1.8 turbo is a beaut unit and top value. Hard to resist the raunchy V6, though... 

118TSI 

$38,990 

L4T 

1.8 

118 250 

S7 

1482 8.7 

16.3 

7.2 

95 

57 07/11 

F 

118TSI wagon 

$40,'990 

L4T 

1.8 

118 '250 

57 

1482 8.7 

- 

7.5 

95' 

57 '01/12 

F 

130TDI Highline 

$44,990 

L4TD 

2.0 

130 380 

S6 

1554 7.8 

15.7 

5.7 

D 

58 11/12 

F 

130TDI H'line wgn 

$46,990 

L4TD 

2.0 

130 380 

S6 

1554 8.8 

- 

5.7 

D 

58 

F 

Alltrack wagon 

$48,290 

L4TD 

2.0 

130 380 

S6 

8.7 

- 

6.3 

D 

58 

A 

V6 FSI Highline 

$57,240 

V6 

3.6 

220 350 

S6 

1679 5.5 

- 

9.7 

95 

’ 57 

A 

V6 FSI Highline wgn 

$59,240 

V6 

3.6 

220 350 

S6 

1738 5.7 

- 

9.5 

95 

58 01/12 

A 



Flicks Passat and picks up fifth seat 


0 Styling hints at Phaeton; finally gets a centre-rear belt; tuneful V6 is as lovely as evei 
ES Adaptive suspension doesn’t work as well as Passat’s standard dampers 
• The Pick: For pace (and sound), the V6; for real living, the cheaper, thriftier TDI 

r 

$55,990 L4TD 2.0 130 380 

S6 1526 

8.4 - 5.4 D 

61 11/11 

F 

$65,990 V6 3.6 220 350 

S6 1656 

5.6 - 9.7 95 

61 

A 


Less Golf equals more fun jm ~ 

0 Compared with Mk6 Golf R, front-drive Scirocco is 125kg lighter, quicker and sharper 
O Not as practical as Golf and not as focused as Megane RS, but Scirocco is still superb 
The Pick: Manual for involvement, DSG for outright pace 

$4^990 T4T 1.0 188 ^0 M6 13^ 6.1 l4.F 8 . 61 01/15 F 


118TSI 

118TSI 

132TSI 

130TDI 

155TSIR-Line 

150TDI 

V6TDI 

V8TDIR-Line 


$48,490 

L4T 

2.0 188 330 

S6 

1371 6.0 

8.2 95 61 

F 

1 Tiguan 

■ ' 

Gets (corporate) grilled 


0 Excellent drivetrains, cabin quality, refinement, cornering agility, punchy new R-Line 
E^Small boot; electric parking brake; outdated dash design; bland styling; quite heavy 

The Pick: Front-drive 118TSi is superb value, while new 130kW TDI is both quick and frugal 

$28,990 

L4ST 

1.4 118 240 

M6 

1498 8.9 

6.9 95 64 

F 

$31,490 

L4ST 

1.4 118 240 

S6 

1581 8.9 

7.3 95 64 

F 

$36,990 

’L4T 

2.0 132 '280 

S7 

1626 77 

15.6 8.8 95 65 

08/14 A 

$39,990 

L4TD 

2.0 130 380 

S7 

1620 8.5 

6.2 D 65 

A 

$44,990 

'L4T 

' 2.0 '155 280 

S7 

1642 7.3' 

8.8 95 67 

A 


Cut-price class 


$81,990 V6TD 3.0 180 550 A8 2159 1.6 - lA D 


09/11 



250TDI Trendline 
250TDI Trendline 
250TDIMaxiC'line 
320TDI MaxiC'line 



$114,990 V8TTD 

4.1 

250 800 

A8 

2287 5.8 

- 

9.2 D 


A 


■ Top-class compact people mover 



0 Room, ride quality and refinement all top-notch; excellent diesel drivetrains 
(3 Not exactly sexy; primitive leaf-sprung rear suspension; no rear airbags 

The Pick: Seven-seat Maxi with torquey 2.0-litre makes for a versatile kiddy hauler 

$30,290 L4TD 

1.6 

75 250 

M5 

1460 - 

- 

5.8 D 

59 

F 

$33,2"90 L4TD 

1.6 

75 250 

57 

1510 - 

- ~ 

5.8 D 

' 59 

F ” 

$40,290 L4TD 

1.6 

75 250 

57 

1541 - 

- 

5.9 D 

58 

F 

$42,290 L4TD 

2.0 

103'320 

56 

1561 - 

- 

6.5 D 

60 05/11 

F 

$45,790 L4TD 

2.0 103 320 

56 

- 

- 

6.8 D 

60 

A 


Revives a people-mover classic 

0 Brilliantly basic and humble nine-seater 

[S)2. 0-litre turbo-diesel will struggle to shift two tonnes of metal ... plus passengers 
The Pick: There aren't many options if you need to carry nine people 

$50,690 L4TD 2.0 103" 340 ~S7 FF - - __82 F 60”' 

Tarago meets its match 



0 Hugely spacious and well-built cabin ; twin-turbo diesel; manners superior to Tarago 

S) Range-topping models expensive; firm ride; chunky kerb weight hurts fuel economy 

The Pick: Crank the Rammstein and the eight-seater Highline morphs into the mosh bus 

Comfortline TDI340 $49,990 

L4TD 2.0 

103 340 57 

2172 - 

8.2 D 

55 

F 

Comfortline TDI400 $56,990 

L4TTD 2.0 

132 400 57 

2203 - 

8.1 D 

55 

F 

C'lineTDI400 4M 

$60,990 

L4TTD 2.0 

132 400 57 

2325 - 

8.8 D 

55 

A 

Highline TDI400 

$73,990 

L4TTD 2.0 

132 400 57 

2249 - 

8.1 D 

55 

F ’ 

H'line TDI400 4M 

$77,990 

L4TTD 2.0 

132 400 57 

2375 - 

8.8 D 

55 

A 


Volvo 




Price 

type 

Eng 

size Power Torque 

Trans. 

Kerb 

weight 

0-100 

km/h 

0-400 

metres 

Fuel 

cons. 

RON 

Resale Issue 
% tested 

Drive 

D4 Kinetic 

$40,490 

L4TD 

2.0 140 400 

TT 

1505 

TT" 


4.5 

"d” 

55 

F 

D4 Kinetic 

$42,490 

L4TD 

2.0 140 400 

A8 

'1505' 

7.2 

- 

4.5 

D 

55 

F 

D4 Luxury 

$46,490 

L4TD 

2.0 140 400 

A6 

1505 

7.2 

- 

4.5 

D 

55 

F 

T4 Kinetic 

$41,990 

■L5T 

2.0 132 300 

A6 

1438 

7.9 

- 

7.6 

95 

'55 

F 

T4 Luxury 

$45,990 

L5T 

2.0 132 300 

A6 

1438 

7.9 

- 

7.6 

95 

55 

F 

T5 R-Design 

$49,990 

L4T 

2.0 180 350 

A8 

1580 

6.3 

- 

6.1 

95 

55 

F 

XCD4 Luxury 

$47,990 

L4TD 

2.0l40’400 

A8 

1505 

7.5 

- 

4.5 

D 

54 

F 

XC T5 Luxury 

$52,990 

L5T 

■ 

2.0 180 350 

A8 

1633 

6.4 


6.9 

95 

54 

A 



m Handsome facelift with punchy engines and a plush interior; Polestar is nicely balanced 
[S3 Handling of the rest isn’t 3 Series-grade; all-new fours don't warble like the old fives did 
- The Pick: Front-drive T4 and T5 are quick, frugal and terrific value 


$49,990^ L4T JL6 132 24 0 $6 14 20 9.0_ ^ 

$54,990 L4T 1.6' 132 240 $6 1420 9.0 ' - 


6.8 95 50 


6.8 95 50 


$16,890 L4TD 2.0 133 400 A8 1539' 7.4 - 4.2 D 50 

$61,890 L4TD 2.0 133 400 A8 1539 7.4 - 4.2 D 50 

$59,890 L4T 2.0 180 350 A8 1527 6.3 - 6.4 95 50 


$63,890 L4T 2.0 180 350 A8 1527 6.3 


6.4 95 50 


$71,590 L6T 2.0 242 480 A6 


$99,990 L6T 


3.0 257 500 A6 1609 4.9 - 10.2 95 50 06/14 A 

Volvo thinks outside the box 


i S Even more stylish than S60 sedan ; versatile 40/20/40 split-fold rear seat and 430L boot 

1 IS3 Not a packing-crate-swallower like Volvos of old ; lacks composure on rough roads 
- The Pick: Like S60, the T5 is the all-rounder - great value, punchy and thrifty 

$57,890 

L4TD 

2.0 

133 

400 

A8 1669 

7.6 - 

4.5 D 

51 

F 

$62,890 

L4TD 

2.0 

'133 

400 

A8 1669 

7.6 - 

4.5 D 

51 

F 

$55,890 

L4T 

2.0 

180 

350 

A8 1639 

6.4 - 

6.8 95 

51 

F 

$59,990 

L4T 

2.0 

180 

350 

A8 1639 

6.4 - 

6.8 95 

51 

F 

$64,890 

L4T 

2.0 

180 

350 

A8 1639 

6.4 - 

6.8 95 

51 

F 

$72,590 

'lot 

3.0 

242 

480 

A6 ' 1747 

5.8 - 

10.3 95 

51 

A 

$102,990 

L6T 

■ 3.0 

'257' 

500 

A6 ' 1834 

4.9 ' - 

10.2' 95 

50 

A 


Top of the bowls club hierarchy 

S Smooth turbo-petrol six; lush seats; much-improved R-design suspension 
IS] Unwieldy turning circle; jittery ride; limp steering; snarly V8 has been dropped 
The Pick: S80 is an individualist’s alternative to a 5 Series ... but we wouldn’t 


T6 Luxury 


$84,590 L6T 


3.0 224 4^0 A6 1786 6.4 - 

The punters' favourite Volvo 


10.0 95 42 11/10 


Touareg 


S3 Slick and upmarket interior design; great drivetrains; vice-free handling; burbly R-Line 
(BThird row seats would be nice; pricey option packages; fatty-fatty fat kerb weight 
The Pick: 150TDI rivals a top-spec Territory on price, while V8 R-Line is a cut-price Cayenne 

'$67,990 V6TD 3.0 150 450 A8 ' 2146 8.1 - 7.2 ~D 09/11 A 



E All the usual Volvo SUV virtues, but with decent driver appeal and style; lovely petrol 
[SI Ride turns brittle on busted Aussie tarmac; lacks body control and steering feel 

The Pick: Likeable Swede makes a safe family car. T5 is good value and economical 

six 

D4 Kinetic 

$59,890 

L4TD 2.0 133 400 A8 

8.5 

4.9 D 59 


D4 Luxury 

$64,890 

L4TD 2.0 ’133 400 A8 

8.5 

4.9 D 59 

F 

T5 Kinetic 

$57,890 

L4T 2.0 180 350 A8 

7.2 

7.0 95 59 

F 

T5 Luxury 

$62,890 

L4T 2.0 '180 350 A8 

7.2 

7.0 95 59 

'f 

D5 Luxury 

$69,990 

L5TTD 2.4 158 440 A6 

8.3 

6.9 D 59 

A 

D5 R-Design 

$73,990 

L5TTD 2.4 169 470 A6 1819 

8.1 

6.9 D 59 

A 

T6 Luxury 

$74,590 

L6T 3.0 224 440 A6 1846 

7.3 

10.7 95 59 01/14 

A 

T6 R-Design 

$78,590 

L6T 3.0 242 480 A6 1846 

7.0 

10.5 95 59 

A 


XC70 

1 Swedish take on a Subaru Outback 



0 Third-gen ’crossover’ brings a choice of turbo-diesel or petrol six-pack power 

CSlIt’s unlikely ever to leave upper-class suburbs; soggy handling ... still 



The Pick: Not great on bitumen, but fine for fire trails, farms and the Snowies. Go the diesel 

D5 Kinetic 

$59,990 

L5TD 2.4 158 440 A6 1890 

8.3 

6.9 D 53 

A 

D5 Luxury 

$64,990 

L5TD 2.4 158 440 A6 1890 

8.3 

6.9 D 54 

A 

T6 Luxury 

$69,590 

L6T 3.0 224 440 A6 1870 

7.4 

10.2 95 54 

A 


XC90 

1 Big and clever, but coming up for replacement 



Sf Clever cabin with loads of storage; crashes well; solid dynamics 


1— - 

[S] Steering 

a bit vague; ride quality should be better; delicious XC90 V8 discontinued 



* The Pick: All offer much improved dynamics. Go the torquey diesel 


3.2 R-Design 

$69,590 

L6 3.2 179 320 A6 2184 

9.5 

11.5 95 56 

A 

3.2 Executive 

$72,090 

L6 3~2 179”320 A6 2184 

9.5 

11.5 95 56 

A 

D5 R-Design 

$73,090 

L5TD 2.4 155 460 A6 2125 

9.9 

8.8 D 56 

A 


D5 Executive 


$75,590 L5TD 2.4 M7” 420 A6 2125 10.3 - 8.8 D 57 


3yr/unlimited 
w w w.volvocars .com . au 


Focus-based and better for it 
m Focus underpinnings; classy interior; terrific D4 and T4 drivetrains; sweet manual ’box 
D2 struggles; T5 has terrible ride; big turning circle; cramped back seat; autos expensive 
The Pick: D4 Kinetic manual offers torque aplenty with sub-5L/km economy 

$36,990 L4TD 1.6 '84 270 S6 ' 1402 ' 12.1“ - 4.2 ^ D 56” 09/12 F 


PRIVACY NOTICE 

This issue of Wheels is published by Bauer Media Pty Ltd (Bauer). Bauer may use and disclose your information in 
accordance with our Privacy Policy, including to provide you with your requested products or services and to keep you 
informed of other Bauer publications, products, services and events. Our Privacy Policy is located at www.bauer-media. 
com.au/privacy/ It also sets out on how you can access or correct your personal information and lodge a complaint. 
Bauer may disclose your personal information offshore to its owners, joint venture partners, service providers and 
agents located throughout the world, including in New Zealand, USA, the Philippines and the European Union. In 
addition, this issue may contain Reader Offers, being offers, competitions or surveys. Reader Offers may require 
you to provide personal information to enter or to take part. Personal information collected for Reader Offers may 
be disclosed by us to service providers assisting Bauer in the conduct of the Reader Offer and to other organisations 
providing special prizes or offers that are part of the Reader Offer. An opt-out choice is provided with a Reader Offer. 
Unless you exercise that opt-out choice, personal information collected for Reader Offers may also be disclosed by 
us to other organisations for use by them to inform you about other products, services or events or to give to other 
organisations that may use this information for this purpose. If you require further information, please contact Bauer's 
Privacy Officer either by email at privacyofficer@bauer-media.com.au or mail at Privacy Officer Bauer Media Pty Ltd, 
54 Park Street, Sydney NSW 2000. 


INSURANCE DISCLAIMER 

Based on a 35-year-old male, location Chatswood 2067, Rating 1 For Life, No Finance, Private Use. All prices are subject 
to AAMI's underwriting guidelines and conditions. 
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Murray’s Monaco 

OF ALL PHIL SCOTT’S GREAT WHEELS FEATURES - AND THERE WERE MANY - 
IN MY VIEW NONE SURPASSES HIS MURRAY WALKER^S MONACO. 


By 1984, a world championship Australian Grand Prix 
seemed inevitable and watching the European races via 
Channel Nine on a Sunday night became mandatory. Even if 
it meant listening to (and often shouting at) Murray Walker, 
that most enthusiastic and parochial of commentators, and 
James Hunt, the 1976 world champion turned laid-back 
commentator. They were our sole opening to the glamorous 
world of El, and we wanted more. 

Scotty, planning to be in Europe on an Alfa Romeo junket, 
suggested he spend a few days at the Monaco Grand Prix 
observing Walker at work. Phil’s timing was perfect, and 
I knew that whatever happened in the race was almost 
incidental to a Phil Scott fly-on-the-wall story that would 
inevitably be entertaining and informative. 

With help from an immensely friendly Walker, Scotty 
took Wheels' readers behind the scenes of what was an often 
chaotic BBC coverage. 

An introduction to El supremo Bernie Ecclestone gave Phil 
the chance to ask about the possibility of an Australian round. 
Ecclestone, who we now know was already in negotiations 
with the South Australian government, gave a typically 
offhand and baffling answer: “Well, I suppose in principle we 


don’t have a problem with Australia. It is a case of how it fits 
in... when we can do it... the time of the year.” 

Where? 

“A Sydney street circuit, because it’s a place that’s much 
better known outside Australia. The alternative is Adelaide. 
Erom what I understand, I have some doubts. People who 
have been there racing say it’s a bit disorganised. There are 
lots of things to tidy up before we can get serious. At the 
moment more people want races than we have available. 
That’s the problem.” 

Eor Walker, the sodden Monaco race was a disaster. British 
hero Nigel Mansell, his Lotus leading comfortably in the wet, 
threw it away when a rear wheel strayed onto a painted white 
line, the loss of traction instantly sending the car smashing 
into the armco (photo opposite). In appalling conditions, the 
race was cut short and Prost controversially awarded the win 
from a charging youngster named Ayrton Senna. 

But the best story from the weekend comes when the 
mustachioed Scotty, enjoying a coffee with Walker, is 
mistaken for Nigel Mansell by a bloke who insists, “I know 
it’s a bad time, but please give me your autograph.” 

Phil never really recovered. 


“Seafed nexf to Walker, James Hunt takes another long pull from a bottle of 
Bandol rose, then fishes a Rothmans from the pocket of his faded jeans” 

PHIL SCOTT 





MURRAY Walker first commentated 
in 1948 at a British hillclimb. 
While working for a multi-national 
advertising agency he occasionally 
did TV coverage in the 1970s before 
going full-time in 1978. 

We first heard his voice during the 
famous 1976 Japanese Grand Prix, 
when Hunt famously beat Lauda to 
the championship. It was the first 
FI race to be televised globally. 


IN THE heat of the moment, adrenalin running, 

Walker famously emitted what became known as 

Murrayisms. Here are some of his best: 

■ “You can cut the tension with a cricket stump” 

■ “Excuse me while I interrupt myself” 

■ “The lead car is unique, except for the one 
behind it, which is identical” 

■ “This circuit is interesting because it has 
inclines and declines. Not just up, but down 
as well” 

■ “I should imagine that the conditions in the 
cockpit are totally unimaginable” 

■ “That’s history. I say history because it 
happened in the past” 

■ “I don’t make mistakes, I make prophecies 
which immediately turn out to be wrong” 


THE ultimate compare: Lamborghini v Porsche Turbo v Aston Martin v Ferrari Boxer; First 
drive of Toyota’s mid-engined MR2; Saab’s 9000 brings the brand into Mercedes territory; 
Mitsubishi’s Nimbus takes on the Nissan Prairie, Toyota Tarago and ... the Holden Camira; 
Is the Alpina Cl 323i the pinnacle for BMW?; Daihatsu’s devilish Charade Turbo 




Next issue 

It’s May 1978 and we’ve asked Holden and Ford to 
predict what we’ll be driving in 25 years - in 2003. 
This will be interesting... 




From the mouth of 
Muddly Talker 


ALSO IN Augusts 


THE WAY IT WAS 


Oollardazzler 

The $1 coin replaces the 
$1 note. The $2 coin will 
join it four years later. 


Love on the box 

CHANNEL Ten’s Perfect 
Match, hosted by Greg 
Evans, Debbie Newsome 
and the love-matching 
robot Dexter, attracts 
record ratings. 


US astronaut Bruce 
McCandless unclips from 
space shuttle Challenger 
to perform the first ever 
untethered spacewalk. 
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The Cat’s whiskers 

Sleek, speedy and super-successful, on and off the track 




THE Jaguar XK120 Super Sports, sensationally launched at the 1948 
Earls Court Motor Show, was a watershed model for the Coventry 
cat. It stamped the brand’s design language and introduced a 
double overhead-cam, six-cylinder engine that would serve the 
company almost to the end of the century. 

Proving its bold 120mph credentials (hence the name) in a 
speed-record run on a Belgian motorway on May 30, 1949, the 
XK120 became the fastest production car in the world. 

Jaguar had signalled its performance intentions before WWII 
with the 2.5- and 3.5-litre SSIOO. That sports car’s iconic status 
encouraged company chief Sir William Lyons to initiate the clean- 
sheet development of a pair of experimental (‘X’) dohc engines: 
an economy four-cylinder (XF) and a high-performance in-line six 
(XK). The iron-block, alloy-head designs were created by Jaguar’s 
engineering dream team of Bill Heynes, Claude Baily, Walter 
Hassan and Harry Weslake. 

Lyons personally penned the graceful silhouette of the two-seat 
roadster. He had intended the XK120 (and a stillborn sister XKIOO 
four- cylinder) primarily as a showpiece for the new engines, 
followed by limited hand-built production, as had been the case 
with the SSIOO. 

This was reflected in 1949’s production total. Just 242 cars were 
built, with hand-formed alloy bodies on ash frames being fitted to 
their steel ladder chassis. One such example was 
delivered to actor Clark Gable. 


America starred in the XK120’s success. The mantra of war- 
ravaged Britain was ‘export or die’ and MG had pioneered the 
market among returned US sevicemen. In 1949, legendary 
US sports car importer Max Hoffman ordered six months of 
production. It was no longer feasible to build them by hand. 

The full production models, emerging from a properly tooled 
line in 1950, now featured steel bodies (actually lighter than the 
alloy/ash construction). Speed records and giant-killing motorsport 
performances on both sides of the Atlantic cemented the XK120’s 
reputation. In 1951 an SE version was added, boasting 142kW (up 
from 119kW) wrung from competition tweaks gleaned from the 
XK120-C (‘competition’), which became known as the C-Type and 
brought Jaguar its first win at Le Mans. 

Also in 1951, the open two-seater was joined by a fixed-head 
coupe version, and in 1953 a luxury drop-head coupe. When 
production ended in 1953, a total of 12,045 XK120s had been built; 
fewer than 14 percent of them were in right-hand drive. 




Go for Goldie 

The XK100 four-cylinder was 
officially listed but never 
built. The 2.0-litre donk 
powered ‘Goldie’ Gardner’s 
EX.135to 284km/hin1948 


show off 

In 1949, an XK120 prototype 
recorded 213.4km/h on an 
empty Belgian motorway, then 
ambled past the assembled 
press at16km/hintopgear 


1 60 j wheelsmag.com.au 






Sedan genes 

THE XK120’s steel ladder chassis 
was derived from Jag’s new- 
for-’48 sedan, the MkV. Front 
suspension was independent by- 
torsion bars and wishbones, and 
at the rear was a live axle with 
semi-elliptic springs. Brakes 
were 305mm drums, while steel 
disc wheels (left) later gave way 
to wires (above) that promoted 
better brake cooling. 


Price was right 

IF THE XK120’s 
performance wasn’t 
enough to convince 
buyers, the price certainly 
was; at just under £1000, 
it was a supercar at a 
luxury-sedan price. The 
interior was spacious 
compared with MGs, if 
much less so in fixed- 
head coupe versions, 
and the environment of 
leather, timber and sports 
instrumentation played 
the Euro-sportster card 
perfectly. The plush drop- 
head coupe (below) came 
with a better roof and 
wind-up windows. 


Twin peak 

THE twin-camshaft 3442cc 
Jaguar XK straight-six is one of 
the greats; boss Eyons even made 
sure that it looked good under the 
bonnet. The tough seven-bearing 
unit made 119kW at SOOOrpm 
and 264Nm at 2500rpm, giving 
O-lOOkm/h performance of about 
12 seconds. It was handicapped 
by the slow and heavy four-speed 
Moss gearbox. 


Bombproof 

The XF and XK engine 
developments came with 
distractions: Coventry was a 
prime Luftwaffe target and took 
a pasting in November 1940 


Speed week 

On the banked Montihery track 
near Paris in 1952, an XK120 
coupe averaged lOOmph 
(161km/h) for seven days and 
nights, covering 27,119km 


Nabbed 

Leslie Taylor dodged roos 
and road trains on a 1550km 
record run from Darwin to 
Alice Springs in 10.5 hours. 
Then he was arrested 





Dealing with desire 

Super-salesman to the super- wealthy 


“WITH a million-dollar car, you remember 
every sale,” grins Bevin Clayton. During his 
nine years with Rolls-Royce in Australia, 
Clayton has sold 122 of them. Having reached 
what many, including Clayton, consider the 
pinnacle of automotive peddling, three years 
ago the Sydneysider established pre-owned 
luxury emporium Clayton Bespoke. 

The business recently turned over its 
450th car. Given Clayton’s to-die-for database 
of blue-chip customers - accumulated in 
a career that also spans Mercedes-Benz 
and Ferrari - there’s always a drool-worthy 
gallery of Aston Martins, Bentleys, Ferraris, 
American muscle cars and sometimes even 
luxury boats on his books. 

“We’re running around $9m of stock, 
constantly,” he says. It’s all on-consignment. 
“We started the business with the knowledge 
that people were getting trade-in prices [from 


dealers] that weren’t what they were looking 
for. That’s a wholesale price, so dealers can 
on-sell and make a margin, as they should. 
Consignment has been terrific for us - we 
lacked the funds to buy millions of dollars’ 
worth of cars - and it helps the client. 

“We ask maximum retail for it in the 
market and we charge a flat fee, which is 
five percent to $100K and three after that.” 

Being surrounded by flash cars is a 
childhood dream come true for Clayton, 51. 
He always aspired to quality. “I loved 
Mustangs, loved old American cars, I was an 
avid Wheels reader. I knew I couldn’t afford 
these cars and at about 23 I decided I wanted 
to be a car dealer, just to be around them.” 

After 20 failed interviews and relocating 
to Sydney (“I was chasing a girl”), he started 
at a Toyota dealer. After 18 months, he was 
enticed to Mercedes-Benz, where he spent 


nine years mainly as used car manager. “And 
I got my great company car! Anything 
I wanted, always a Mercedes.” 

Sydney car baron Laurie Sutton invited 
Clayton to run his Ferrari operation in 1995. 
“It was a great time; the 355 had just come 
out and we were killing it with that car. On 
my first day, Laurie Sutton picked me up in 
an F40. They threw me on a plane to Italy for 
Ferrari’s 50th anniversary. I definitely felt it 
was what I’d aspired to.” 

With just one Australian dealership 
initially, Clayton was the face of Rolls-Royce. 
“I’d get a phone call from WA and the next 
morning I was on a plane: ‘Actually, I’m 
coming to Perth tomorrow; it’s amazing that 
you should call...’ 

“If you were going to be a car dealer, you’d 
be me. I just have to pinch myself. Every step 
has been better than the previous one.” 
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STORIES MICHAEL STAHL 


PHANTOM ENTHUSIAST 


BEVIN Clayton, car salesman to the 
super-wealthy, owns a mint 1973 Ford 
Mustang Mach 1. But his heart belongs 
to the Flying Lady. “I can’t go past a 
Phantom; that’s my favourite car in the 
world. My best time in the motor industry, 
apart from being self-employed, was 



THE ALL-NEW NANOENERGY 3 


Developed using Toyo's Nano Balance 
Technology, the all-new NanoEnergy 3 delivers 
a longer-lasting tyre and provides 23% better 
rolling-resistance' to reduce fuel cost. Not to 
mention, a safer, smoother, quieter ride, that's 
a whole lot of tyre without the price premium. 

Learn more at toyotires.com.au 



TOVOTtRES 


A Daimler Brand 



The all new CLA Shooting Brake 


Always searching. Constantly discovering. Forever wanting to 
experience more. The all new CLA Shooting Brake prowls the urban 
jungle like you’ve never seen before. Its striking design, combined 
with exceptional functionality, luxurious comfort and cutting-edge 
safety, makes it a truly formidable beast. Hunt one down for yourself. 


www.mercedes-benz.com.au/wild 


Mercedes-Benz 

The best or nothing. 


Optional OrargeArt Edition &hown. aval able to order. 




